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THE TRAVELS 

.^ OF THE 

AMBASSADORS FROM THE DUKE OFHOLSTEIM 
INTO MOSCOFY^ TARTARYAND PERSIA. 

CfiAP. I. 

A 'descriptioQ of Lfronia, and of the tiij of ReTel ; iharriage 
ceremonies of the LiTonians; description of No7ogorod; eu. 
trance and reception of the ambassadors into Moscoir. 

^FREDERIC duke of Holstein, after building 

•; -i '^f the city of Frederickstadt^ resolved to settle the 

*^\ silk trade there; and as silk wk% then brought by 

lay d from Persia by the way of Moscovy, he, in 

. 41^ year 1633^ appointed Philip Crusius^ his privy 

«cdtin8eDor« and Otto Brugmim, a merchant of 

l^amburghf his ambassadors to the Czar and to th# • 

\ ' Sophi. As their first voyage to Russia is but littlt 

* inlteresting or instructive, we shall here omit it, and 

« proceed to the second, in which they set fail from 

' i\^ Hamburgh, with a numerous retinue, on the Slst 

C.^dT October, 1635; but meeting with several storms, 

and at last, finding it impossible to save the ship^ 

the ambassadors, with some of theii retinue, were, 

V0L» vii; B 
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* TRAVELS THROUGH MOSCOW 

on the 8th of November, carried ashore on the island 
of Hpgland. However, all the men, the greatest. . \ 
part of the goods, and seven horses, were saved *r-;\^ ! 
their chief loss being a dock, valued at one thou- *•. • ^ 
' $and poundi^ sterling, which was broken to pieces ..'* ; 
by the horsies struggling to get loose. ' \1/ 

They now sheltered theftiselves in softie miserable ... 
ctitfages inhabited by Livonians, where they dried 
their clothes; but their provisions being either . 
lost or spoiled by the sea* water, they were undei; 
the greatest apprehensions of being reduced to feed r^.- 
on the bark of trees^ as had been the case of soi&e 
who had been forced to winter in that island* Th^y, 
however, supplied their present necessities with' 
what little biscuit they had sav^d, which, being ) . 
soaked in salt water, they had boiled in fresh, and •• ' 
putting in some fennel and cummin seed, they made / •- ; . 
it into pottage; and sometimes they had the lut|ipi- * . | 
ness of catching a few fish. '1 

The ide of Hogland, which is so named fron\ its/ * . 
; height, may be seen at a great distance at sea.- Jt 
is about three leagues in length, and one in beread^^ 
and is covered with rocks, fir-trees and thornsi' '^^^ ^ 

On the ITth'the ambaissadors prevailed on two /^ 
fi^hing-boits to transport them to the coilt|iie|tfi . 
with five attendants in each: but it. being ^e^^«\ ' . 
. i^agties over, they had scared 8ailei4'*fr«i i^J^^tti^* \ ^ 
Wiiid tnirning against them, they, ifi^ith zfmcti &^^ 'J* I 
j^ttlty, persuadfed the fishermen not to return bjc^, / : 
Ibut to land them on an bland, which they reached * \ 
J)efor^ night, where they were obliged to sup npoti . * - . 
a Milan cheese; however, the next day, after suf* ^ *^» * 
fering several squalls of wind, they landed in thcr^.;;.V .; 
province of Estonia. Four days after, two barks be-^ 
ing forced into Hogland by stress of weather, those n^ 



INTO PEESIA. » 

mho h9i hew left tb^t q took this oppovtitnfty of 
being carried with the remaining baggage and 
borsM to the coatioent^ where tkey safely arrived 
on the 24ih, and after having ttaid some daya to re- 
froth themelvefli, proceeded from thence to ReveJu 
wlueb they reached on th^2d of November. 

Revel it a port town of Livonia^ and the capital 
of Estonia, or East Land. It is situated in twenty^ 
four degrees east longitude, and fifty^nine degree! 
MNTth latitude, upoa the sonth entrance of the gulf 
•f Finhmd. It is a large city» and as it has one of 
the moat eonmodions harbours in the Baltic, waS| 
for above three hundred years, a member of the 
H»iseatie licague. The castle is built upon a roek, 
and is surrounded by precipices on all sides, except 
towards the city. The inhabitants profess the Lu* 
theraa religii^ and their ecclesiastical affairs are 
managed by a consistory and superintendant. Their 
political constitution is democratical; the magis-^ 
trate being obliged, in affairs of moment, to take 
the advice of the chief men of all the corporations. 

Livonia is bounded by the golf of Finland to 
the north ; by Ingria and great Novogorod on the 
east; by Lithuania and Courland on the south; 
and by the Baltic on the west. It is about one hun* 
dred «id sixty miles long, and one hundred and' 
twenty broad; and is usually divided into Estonia, 
and Lettemland or Lesticia. Its chief towns are Re^ 
vd, Narva and 'Riga, which have all good harbours, 
Livonia abounds in all sorts of grain, and more par* 
ticularly in wheat, the grounds having been much 
tn^oved and fitted for tillage, by setting the great 
forests on fire, the ashes of which have enriched the 
soil. They have also abundance of cattle and fowl, 
which are much cheaper here than in Germany; a 
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onthe 8th of November, carried ashore on the island *.^ 
of Holland. However, all the men, the greatest. . \ 
part of the goods, and seven horses, were saved r-;\» 
their chief loss being a clock, valued at one thou- \ ♦ •• 

* Sand poundi? sterling, which was broken to pieces /• ; 

. by the horsies struggling to get loose. 

They now sheltered thettrseives in softie miserable . ; . » 
ctitfages inhabited by Livonians, where they dried 
their clothes; but their provisions being either • . 
lost or spoiled by the sea* water, they were undei; 
the greatest apprehensions of being reduced to feed .-^.- 
on the bark of trees, as had been the case of soi&e . 
who had been forced to winter in that island. Thpy, 
however, supplied their present necessities with* 
what little biscuit they had saved, which, being *f .' . 
soaked in salt water, they had boiled in fresh, and ••/ 
putting in some fennel and cummin seed, they made . ^. ^ , 
it into pottage; and sometimes they had the ha^i-^ *. 
I ness of catching a few fish. 

The ide of Hogland, which is so named fron\ its/ - . 
i-:.i height, may be seen at a great distance at sea^ -It 
is about three leagues in length, and one in beread^, 
and is coyisreii with rocks, fir-trees and thorim' '****'^^*' 

. On the ITth the ambais^dors prevailed ©n twe .^ 
fishing-boits to transport them to the coniinefX^ . 
with five attendants in each : but it. being ^^fi^«./ . 

. leagues over, they had scarce sailed^flffrei ifSefiT*!!^* i v^ 
.. 'Wiiid thirning iagainst them, they, with iimcH mSfi*' ; '^* 
jeulty, persuaded the fisherracti not to return bg^j^, / ': 

.' *;%nt to land them on an island, which they reached • * ^ * 
Jbiefor^ night, where they were obliged to sup upon . ^ ■- . 
a Milan tjheese; however, the next day, after suf* ,-?>;* ^ 
ftring several squalls of wind, they landed in tlfcr^;;.'t \; 
province of Estonia. Four days after, two barks b^-" ; 
ing forced into Hogland by stress of weather, those %•• 
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mho h9i hew left tb^t q took thU oppovtitnfty of 
being carried with the remaining baggage and 
btorsM to the coatioeDt^ where they safely arrived 
on the 24th^ and after having ttaid some daya to re- 
ireib themeWeiii^ poroeeeded from thence to RoveJu 
wlueb they reached on th^2d of Nov^fnber. 

Revel it a port town of Livonia* and the capital 
of Estonia, or East Land. It is situated in twenty^ 
ficnir degrees east longitude, and fifty-nine degree! 
MNTth latitude, upoa the sonth entrance of the gulf 
•f Finhmd. It is a large city» and as it has one of 
the moat eosmiodions harbours in the Baltic, waS| 
for abo?e three hundred years, a member of tho 
Hanseatie League. The castle is built upon a roek, 
and is surrounded by precipices on all sides, except 
towardf the city. The inhabitants profess the Lu* 
theraa religii^ and their ecclesiastical affairs art 
managed by a consistory and supeiintendant. Their 
political constitution is democratical; the magisr 
trate being obliged, in affairs of moment, to take 
the advice of the chief men of all the corporations. 

Livonia is bounded by the golf of Finland to 
the north ; by Ingria and great Novogorod on thd 
oast; by Lithuania and Courland cm the south; 
and by the Baltic on the west. It is about one hun* 
dred «id sixty milea long, and one hundred and' 
twenty broad; and is usually divided into Estonia, 
and LettenUnd or Leslicia. Its chief towns are Re*^ 
vd, Narva and Riga, which have all good harbours. 
Livonia abounds in all sorts of grain, and more par* 
ticularly in wheat, the grounds having been much 
tn^Qved and fitted for tillage, by setting the great 
forests on fire, the ashes of which have enriched the 
soil. They have also abundance of cattle and fowl, 
which are much cheaper here th^i iuGeimanj; a 
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hare being sold for four pencei and a heath-cock for 
six pence. 

The inhabitants of Liyonia were involved in the 
darkness of Paganism till the twelfth century, and 
most of them are still so addicted to their pagan su- 
perstitions^ as scarce to deserve the name of Chris-r 
tians. The ordinary women of Estonia wear their 
petticoats without plaits, and on their backs have 
little brass chains, with counters of the same metal 
banging at the ends. Those who have the ambition 
to appear in a high rank, have a necklace of platea 
of silver, of the size of crown or half-crown pieces, 
but no thicker than the back of a knife; and upon 
the breast hangs one as large as a trencher. Both 
men and women are clothed either in coarse wool* 
ien stu£P, or linen, and their shoes are either of the 
bark of trees, or of raw leather. Maids wear nothing 
on their heads, but let their hair hang carelessly, 
like the men. 

The ceremonies after marriage are peculiar to 
themselves; for if a country fellow marries one of 
another town or village, he goes thither on horse- 
back, sets her behind him, and makes her clasp him 
round with her right arm, holding in his hand a 
stick, cleft at the end, with a piece of brass money 
in it, which he gives to him who opens a brass 
wicket, through which he is to pass. Before him 
rides a person playing on a bag'-pipe, and two of his 
friends with naked swords, who strike with them 
twice against the door of the house where the mar^ 
riage is to be consummated, As soon as the bride- 
groom is seated, one of the swords is stuck in a 
beam over his head, to prevent the effects of charms; 
for which purpose, the bride also scatters many lit^ 
tie pieces of red cloth pn the road, especially at th^ 
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eross ways^ and upon the graves of sucli chiMren at 
bave died without baptism, who are commonly bu^ 
ried on the high way. The bride sits at table with 
a veil over her face; and before the guests have 
been long seated, they both rise and go to bed, but 
return about two hours after, and sit down with tho 
rest. The feast is concluded with dancing and drink- 
ing, till they fall down upon the floor. 

To this account of Livonia by the secretary of 
the embassy, let it be added, that dreadful were the 
calamities sufiered by this fertile country in the 
beginning of the present century ; for while the 
Russians and Swedes were contending for its domi* 
nion, the czar Peter the Great, fearing that he should 
be unable to keep possession of that part he had ta- 
ken from the Swedes, suffered the Calmucs, and 
other Tartars in his army, to commit unparalleled 
barbarities : and afterwards, when he conquered the 
whole country, observing that the natives were 
fonder of their old masters than of the Russians, he 
cruelly compelled the inhabitants to abandon the 
place of their nativity, driving multitudes in chains 
to the confines of the Caspian Sea. The czarina 
Catharine, who was born in Livonia, afterwards 
prevailed on him to recal them ; but most of them 
perished before the publication of the edict: and 
other Russian nations being introduced here, it re- 
mains in the possession of Elizabeth, the present 
czarina. 

But to proceed: a page, who had been sent to Got- 
torp for new credentials, and one of the interpret- 
ers, who had been dispatched to Moscow with an ac- 
count of the shipwreck of the ambassadors, being 
returned, they sent their baggage in thirty-one 
plejljges, and a few days after followed them. On 
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Hh^ B& of March tbey arrived at N^urva. a hs^ 
city aad port of Livonia, situated ia th^ di^tiiet of 
AUentaken, upon the river Narva> which rises ouili 
of the lake Peipus, and two leagues below the towu^ 
&Us into the gulf of Finland. About half a league 
above this town is a cataract, the waters of which 
break with such violence upon the rocks^ that ^ 
kind of dewy cloud rising up high int<» the air, af* 
^rds» in a sun- shiny day^ the appearance of a rain- 
bow. This river divides Livonia from Russia. Ther^ 
is a strong castle pn the same side of the river aa 
the town, and on the other side is the castle of Jua-^ 
nogorod, built by the Muscovites on a steep rock* 
which forms a kind of peninsula. Betwixt Revel 
and Narva are abundance of bears and wolves, which 
are very dangerous in winteir^ when the groi^nd ii 
covered with snow, 

' They left Narva on the 7th of March ; and hav-* 
ing received news on the 9tb, while they were al 
Qrlui, that the Russian pristaff waited on the ftoun 
tiers, they immediately set out to meet him; and, 
having travelled about a league, found him in 4 
wood, attended by twenty-four strelita^ers and nine^ 
iy sledges. The pristafi^ no so<mer perpeived the 
ambassadors alighting, but he Qame out of bis 
tledge, clothed in a vest of flowered velvet, with a 
g(4d chain across his breast, his upper garmei^ htr 
Wg lined with sables. They advanced slowly to 
meet each other, till coming up together, the ambaiK 
jBadors^ pulled off their hats, when the pristaff cried, 
^* Ambassadors be uncovered;'* and being told 
that they y^re so, he began to read his paper. 
'' l^nesi Feter Alexiowitz Repnin, waywode of No* 
vogorod, has sent me an order from the great lord 
9«ar, and grand ^ut^ej &c. to receive the a^basaa- 
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dors Pliffip Cmsiiis and Otto Brugmtn^ and to m* 
commodate yon with liorees, carriages, provisioiiib 
aiMl all other necetsaries for the continuation of jo«it 
j^mmey to Novt^orod, and thence to Moicow/' 

The ambassadors returned him thanks, and he 
having given them the precedency, accompanied 
the«a to Novc^orod, which is forty German leagues 
from Narva. They arrived there on the llth, 
when the pristaff took the precedency of the an^ 
bassadors, for which he had received express or- 
ders from the waywode of Novogorod. 

This city is situated in a spacious plain, upon the 
liver Wolcoff, which rising from the lake of Ilmen, 
half a league above the city, and crossing the lak« 
of Ladoga, is augmented by the river Niova, and 
discharges itself into the gulfed Finland. It abounds 
in all sorts of fish, but especially in bream. The 
city was formerly governed by its own prince, who 
was tikdependent of the ciar of Moscovy. Here the 
Hans Towns had their office ; for the river being 
navigable from its source, and the country round 
abo^t abounding in honey, flax, hemp, wheat, war^ 
and Russia leather, which is better dressed here 
than in any other part of Moscovy, this became 
the chief trading city of all the north ; it being an- 
eiently a proverb, '* Who can oppose God and the 
gre^rt city of Novogorod ?" Indeed, from the num- 
ber of its steeples, and the ruins of the walls, it suf- 
ficiently appears, that it was of much larger extent 
than at present, and, with great propriety, obtained 
the name of Novogorod Veliki, or Novogorod the 
Great. 

The castle, which is on the oth^ side of the 
river, is the residence of the governor, and is joined 
to the city by a bridge. Opposite to the castle is 
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%v$t yfliblk ^^di^ce, %i3Vgli a l>q4y pf fty^tzerfi 
who made a lane from their hoifse to the castle* 
-^ter t|^i? axj^dipx^^e, which only (consisted i^ cqm- 
plj^appnts pf thanKsf to the cja^-, t^iey reti^^ed tqt 
^qr lodging!, ?a^, it beipg le^i^, one of the c?ar'# 
f ary^r^ fQllowp4 them iffitl^ foyly di$h^ pf frie^ 
^nd boiled i^s}\, ^nd twf W^ 49rtf pf liqHpr for t^^ftir 
^rin^ing: if^ returi^ tl^e a^ba^dpr^ pfi^d? tlxe ^w-t 
Y^r a preae^^^ of a piipce pf gilt ff^^i^^ ap4 g^vc twp 
cifowns tp each pf t^^ p?i^f9^ ^l^P ciirried ^l^ ^^h 
^d liqi^or. 

Qn tl|? 1 901 of April th?y ^i^ 9. confeie^ipe mjUIv 
^be czar's cpnpioissionersi, ^nd the IQth^ bjeingPalm* 
Sunday, ^h^y h^viqg e:i|:prf sised tbe^r 4e&iir^ of i^ee*, 
9^ tl\^ ?pnua^ processipn^ iii whiql^ ^h? IM^psppyit^ 
fepr^sent the entrance of pur Saviour in^p Jarus^* 
lei^^ horsefi were sept to carry them and tkeiif i^^tir 
^\l^ tp ^ place near the caitle-gate, where two. 
jpnall the^tr^ wer^ ercfpte^ for that purpose ; pn« 
for th^rn^ and the other for the Persian amba£ifia4pr« 
^ho sat behind ^^nci. 

After ih^ seryic^Mfaa pei^formed in our l^ady'i^ 
(j^urch, the czar and patriarch can^^ from ^hencc^ 
quVpf ^b? caiBtle, in th? following order: ^^st apn 
peare4 a bparded cbariot, ^hich was y^ry lai:g^#, 
but ]py(, 4i'aw:ing after it a tre^, on wh^ch hun^ 
n^l^J ^ppl^# ^ ^ g^^pes, and within it fw^ 
lijttle boys, x^ith snrpUc^, aiugbig Hosan^us^ Thes^ 
came a ppn;»iderabl^ ipumbeor pif popi^sts^ in tl^i^ 
splices a^4 copes, ^ith banners^ crpfsi^ipL and pic-, 
^res^fia^tened to Ippg pole$»; some pf themsinguig, 
%nd otl^^rs, casting incense among the people. Thej« 
wer« W.a^p4f by the czar's factors, and thes^ byf 
the diaken, clerk, sec^etari^, ^nez and boya^s^^ 
^1^ branches of palm in tbeir h^tuds ; ^tei; M^hpm 
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6iM6 f%e iMt hiinstlf, with a crbwn on Uts bead; 
fthd ttioftt magnificently dressed, suppbrted bj hit 
two flHncipdl connsellors of sti&te, and leading by 
the bridle the patriarch'^ ho^se, which was covered 
\i'ifh cloth, and dt'essed np like aii ass. The pa- 
triarch had a white, ronnd satm cap^ adorned with 
pearls, ahd about it a tery rich coronet; and in hib 
right hslnd he carried a cross, richly set with dia^ 
monds, with which he gave his benediction to the 
Spectators. He was surrounded by some inetro^ 
politaiis dnd bishops, and followed by a great num-^ 
ber of priests, with books and censers in their 
hands. Fifty bdys were seen to leave their red ea»^ 
flocks on the ground, while others spread pieises of 
cloth of an ell scjuare, aloiig th^ way irhere the 
i$rocessioh passed. 

The czar being come efpposite the theatre whera 
tile two ambassadoi^s were placed, stopped, sind sent 
bis interpreter to inquire after their health, and 
itaid till their answer was brought hiitt. This pro^ 
cession then proceeded to the church, arid having 
continued there about half an hour, returned back 
to the castle, The patriarch is obliged to present 
the czar with a purse of four thousand croWns, for 
the hdnoijf he does him on this occasion, in leading 
Ae borsd oft Which he rides, This cereiiumy is ob^ 
i^ved on the same day throughou|; all M oscovy; 
fll^ gidvernors of the provinces and the metropolitans 
supptying the place of the czar and the patriaTchi 

On the 17th of April the ambassadors si^w them 
celebrate Easter-day with great rejoicings, which 
ehtefly consist in great feasting and dd)auehery; 
file pubife houses being filled in the day, and the 
stfeieta at ni^t. With drunken people, as well 
ecoleslasftcs ad latcs, ef both sexes. On this^ da^ 
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on the 8th of November, carried ashore on the island **^, 
of Hpgland. However, all the men, the greatest. . 
part of the goods, and seven horses, were saved r-;\, 
their cibief loss being a clock, valued at one thou- * \ • 
' iand poundi? sterling, which was broken to pieces •/• 
by the horsies struggling to get loose. \^ 

They now sheltered thettsdves in softie miserable . .» 
cdtfages inhabited by Livonians, where they dried- 
their clothes; but their provii^ons being either . 
lost or spoiled by the sea- water, they were undei; 
the greatest apprehensions of being reduced to feed .•^.- 
on the bark of trees, as had been the case of soi&e . 
who had been forced to winter in that island. Thpy, 
however, supplied their present necessities with' 
what little biscuit they had saved, which, being / .' 
soaked in salt water, they had boiled in fresh, and •••* 
putting in some fennel and cummin seed, they made . ^. ^ 
it into pottage; and sometimes they had the ha^i- * • ' 

l ness of catching a few fish. 

The ide of Hogland, which is so named fron\ its/ - 

; , height, may be seen at a great distance at seair It 
U about three leagues in length, and one in beread^, 
and is coytsred with rocks, fir-trees and thornsi' '^'^/^' 
On the ITth 'the ambas^dors prevailed on twe /f 
fi^hing-bo&ts to transport them to the coil^ne|lfi . 
wtthfive attendants in each: but it. being tMr^|<^«\ 
. teagttes over, they had scared saited-^ei if^^itijtiitf i 

.. ■• Wiiid triirning against them, they, ivith ipiich «S(l^ 
.^^ttlty, persuadfed the fishermen not to return bg^c^, / ': 

. Ibut to land them on an island, which they reached • • • 
Jbef ore night, where they were obliged to sup upon .'***. 
a Milan cheese; however, the next day, after suf* ,i^t* 
fering several squalls of wind, they landed in tlfcr^.>;.V .; 
province of Estonia. Four days after, two barks be-^ ; 
ing forced into Hogland by stress of weather, those n 
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mho h%A hem left tb^t q took thtft opfovtunity of 
being carried with the remaining baggage and 
btorsM to the coatioeDt^ where they safely arrived 
on the 24ih, and after having ttaid some daya to re- 
fret b the««eWefl|^ proceeded from thence to RoveJu 
wlueb they reached on th^ 2d of Noveniber. 

Revel it a port town of Livoma^ and the capital 
of Estonia, or East Land. It is sitxiated in twenty^ 
four degrees east longitude, and fifty^nine degree! 
MNTth latitude, upoa the south entrance of the gulf 
•f Finhmd. It is a large city» and as it has one of 
the moat eosmiodioas harbours in the Baltic, waS| 
for abo?e three hundred years, a member of th« 
H»iseatie lieague. The castle is built upon a roek, 
and is surromided by precipices on all sides, except 
towardf the city. The inhabitants profess the Imt 
theraa religii^ and their ecclesiastical affairs are 
managed by a consj^tor^ and superintendant. Their 
political constitution is demojcratical; the magisr 
trate being obliged, in afiairs of momeiit, to take 
the advice of the chief men of all the corporations. 

Livonia is bounded by the gulf of Finland to 
the north ; by Ligria and great Novogorod on thd 
east; by Lithuania and Courland cm the south; 
and by the Baltic on the west. It is about one hun'* 
dred and sixty miles long, and one hundred and* 
twenty broad ; and is usually divided into Estonia, 
and Lettenland or Lesticia. Its chief towns are Re^ 
vd, Narva and Riga, which have all good harbours. 
Livonia abounds in all sorts of grain, and more par* 
ticularly in wheat, the grounds having been much 
fafi^oved and fitted for tillage, by setting the great 
forests on fire, the ashes of which haye enriched the 
soil. They have also abundance of cattle and fowl, 
which are much chesiper here th^iinGeimanj; a 
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hare being sold for four pencei and a heath-cock for 
six pence. 

The inhabitants of Livonia were involved in the 
darkness of Paganism till the twelfth century, and 
most of them are still so addicted to their pagan su- 
perstitions^ as scarce to deserve the name of Chris-<- 
tians. The ordinary women of Estonia wear their 
petticoats without plaits, and on their backs have 
little brass chains, with counters of the same metal 
banging at the ends. Those who have the ambition 
to appear in a high rank, have a necklace of plates 
of sUver, of the size of crown or half-crown pieces, 
but no thicker than the back of a knife; and upon 
the breast hangs one as large as a trencher. Both 
men and women are clothed either in coarse wool- 
len 8tu£P, or linen, and their shoes are either of the 
bark of trees, or of raw leather. Maids wear nothing 
on their heads, but let their hair hang carelessly, 
like the men. 

The ceremonies after marriage are peculiar to 
themselves; for if a country fellow marries one of 
another town or village, he goes thither on horse- 
back, sets her behind him, and makes her clasp him 
round with her right arm, holding in his hand a 
stick, cleft at the end, with a piece of brass money 
in it, which he gives to him who opens a brass 
wicket, through which he is to pass. Before him 
rides a person playing on a bag^pipe, and two of his 
friends with naked swords, who strike with them 
twice against the door of the house where the mar^ 
riage is to be consummated, As soon as the bride- 
groom is seated, one of the swords is stuck in a 
beam over his head, to prevent the effects of charms; 
for which purpose, the bride also scatters many lit^ 
tie pieces of red cloth pn the road, especially' at the 
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eross ways^ and upon the graves of sucli chiMren at 
bave died without baptism, who are commonly bu^ 
ried on the high way. The bride sits at table with 
a veil over her face; and before the guests have 
been long seated, they both rise and go to bed^ but 
return about two hours after, and sit down with tho 
rest. The feast is concluded with dancing and drink- 
ing, till they fall down upon the floor. 

To this account of Livonia by the secretary of 
the embassy, let it be added, that dreadful were the 
calamities suffered by this fertile country in the 
beginning of the present century ; for while the 
Russians and Swedes were contending for its domi* 
nion, the czar Peter the Great, fearing that he should 
be unable to keep possession of that part he had ta- 
ken from the Swedes, suffered the Calmucs, and 
other Tartars in his army, to commit unparalleled 
barbarities : and afterwards, when he conquered the 
whole country, observing that the natives were 
fonder of their old masters than of the Russians, he 
cruelly compelled the inhabitants to abandon the 
place of their nativity, driving multitudes in chains 
to the confines of the Caspian Sea. The czarina 
Catharine, who was born in Livonia, afterwards 
prevailed on him to recal them ; but most of them 
perished before the publication of the edict: and 
other Russian nations being introduced here, it re- 
mains in the possession of Elizabeth, the present 
czarina. 

But to proceed: a page, who had been sent to Got- 
torp for new credentials, and one of the interpret- 
ers, who had been dispatched to Moscow with an ac- 
count of the shipwreck of the ambassadors, being 
returned, they sent their baggage in thirty-one 
plejljges, and a few days after followed them. On 
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Hk^ bih of March tbey arrived at Narva, a l«g^ 
citj aad port of Livonia, situated ia th^ di^tiiet of 
AlUntaken, upon the river Narva> which rises oirt 
of the Uke Peipus, and two leagues below the towut 
^Us into the gulf of Finland. About half a league 
above this town is a cataract, the waters of which 
break with such violence upon the rocks, that sk 
kind of dewy cloud rising up high int<» the air, af-^ 
^ds, in a sun- shiny day, the appearance of a rain- 
bow, This river divides Livonia from Russia. Thero 
is a strong castle pn the same side of the river aa 
the town, and on the other side is the castle of Jua-^ 
nogorod, built by the Moscovites on a steep roch* 
which form^ a kind of peninsula. Betwixt Revel 
and Narva are abundance of bears and wolves, which 
are very dangerous in winteiTj when the groi^nd ii 
covered with mow. 

• They left Narva on the 7th of March ; and hav-^ 
ing received news on the ^b, while they were al 
Qrlui, that the Russian pristalT waited on the ftoun 
tiersj they imi^ediately set out to meet him; and» 
having travelled about a league, found him in 4 
wood, attended by twenty-four strelit^ers and nine-* 
iy sledges. The pristaff no sooner perceived the 
a^abassadors alighting, but he qame out of bis 
aledge, clothed in a vest of flowered velvet, with a 
g^d chain across his breast, his upper garment htr 
IQg Uned >^ith sables. They advanced slowly to 
meet each other, till coming up together, the amba^* 
jBadors^ pulled off their hats, when the pristaff cried, 
'/ Anabassadors be uncovered;'* and being told 
that they were so, he began to read his paper. 
" l^nesi Petef Alexiowitz Repnin, way wode of No- 
vogorod, has sent me an order from the great lord 
^ar, and grand ^uhej d^c. to receive the a^bassa- 
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dors Pkifip Ctnshis and Otto Brugmin, and to m^ 
commodate ycm with liorses, ovrriages, provisioAflU 
aad all crthcr necessaries for the continuation of your 
journey to Novogorod, and thence to Moscow." 

The ambassadors returned him thanks, and he 
having given them the precedency, accompanied 
thefia to Nov(^orod, which is forty Grerman leagues 
from Narva. They arrived there on the llth^ 
when the pristafT took the precedency of the aasr- 
bassadors, for which he had received express or- 
ders from the waywode of Novogorod. 

This City is situated in a spacious plain, upon the 
liver Wolcoff, which rising from the lake of Ilmeny 
half a league above the city, and crossing the lak^ 
of Ladoga, is augmented by the river Niova, and 
discharges itself into the gulf of Finland. It abounds 
in all sorts of fish, but especially in bream. The 
city was formerly governed by its ovm prince, who 
was independent of the czar oif Moscovy. Here the 
Hans Towns had their office ; for the river being 
navigable from its source, and the country round 
about abounding in honey, flax, hemp^ wheat, wat^^ 
and Russia leather, which is better dressed hera 
than in any other part of Moscovy, this became 
the chief trading city of all the north ; it being an^ 
eiently a proverb, '* Who can oppose God and the 
great city of Novogorod ?" Indeed, from the num- 
ber of its steeples, and the ruins of the walls, it suf- 
ficiently appears, that it was of much larger extent 
than at present, and, with great propriety, obtained 
flie nattie of Novogorod Veliki, or Novogorod the 
Great. 

The castle, which is on the other side of the 
river, is the residence of the governor, and is joined 
to the city by a bridge. Opposite to the castle is 



THE NEW YORK 

PUBLIC LlBRARt ' 

436745 

A8TOB, LENOX AND 
TILDEN FOUNDATIONS. 

1908 



•• • 



•• • I 



• • • • •• 

•• *•• • • 






^ CONTENTS. 







^ THE TRAVELS OF THE AMBASSADORS FROM THE 

■^^ DUKE OF HOLSTEIN INTO MOSCOVY, TARTARY 

P? AND PERSIA. 



(a 



Pagt 

Chap. I. A description of LiTonia, and of the city of ReTel ; 
marriage ceremonies of the Livdnians; description of 
NoTogorod ; entrance and reception of the ambassadors 

into Moscovir , • 1 

Chap. II. A particular description of Moscow, and of the 
climate, produce and inhabitants of Moscovy, with an 

account of their dress, manners and customs IS 

Chap. III. The ambassadors embark on the river Mosca, 
enter Occa, arrive at Nisenovogprod, whence they pro. 
ceed down the Volga. A description of the Ceremissiau 
Tartars. Several towns described. A view of several 
extraordinary mountains, and of the most remarkable 
places ; their arrival at Astrachan. A description of the 
island of Dolgoi, the city of Astrachan, and the country 

and inhabitants of Nagaia 39 

Chap. IV. The ambassadors arrive at the city of Terki; 
are entertained by a Tartarian princess ; narrowly escape 
destruction in a violent storm. Description of the pro. 
vince of Schirwan, and the village of Niasabath ; visit 
the tombs of two Persian saints ; make their public entry 
into Scamachie. Ceremonies used by the Armenians at 
the baptism of the cross ; and by the Persians on the 
festival of the prophet Hall ; description of the city of 

Scamachie, and the adjacent CQuntrj. 66 

Chap. V. They leaterScamai^hJe ftpd* pri>0^ to Ardebil. 
The manner in ¥Fhkl&4h6'fiD^tiv^s of Kikbkn and Ashur 
are celebrated; a deaie^lpijtm, ^f Ar^bil, and the sepul. 
chres near it. The\^sirt&irsA^»At:^ja\th2LmsL. That city 
with its mosques (}es9^(6Q(]. Thi^y, thence proceed to 
Caswin, to Com, and t6%tU$cb&a ^ar description of those 
cities, and of the se^rpions and sliders of |Catschan ... 96 
Chap. VI. The ambassadors enter Ispahan. A quarrel be- 
^ tween the servants of the ambassadors and those of the 

^ Great Mogul. Their first audience of the sophi. A de- 

^ scription of the marriage of an Armenian, atid the bap. 

:::: tism of an infant. A Swiss bravely suffers death, rather 

^ than become a Mahometan. A curious hunting-match. 

jf The manner in which the sophi's women travel. A de. 

C " scription of Ispahan, ••••••,•.,.•••••,•••,••..•... 120 



o 



ly CONTENTS. 

Chap. yri. Departure of the ambassadors from Ispaban. A 
descriptioQ of the pass of Pylas, and a View of the pro. 
▼ince of Ghilan. They arrire at Scamachie. A descripir 
tion of Derbent, and of the Daghestan Tartars. They 
arrive at the town of Andre; enter Circassia; arri?e at 
Terki; proceed through a desolate forest to Astracban; 
arrire at Moscow, and return to Gottorp. ,••••,.•,•, 140 

THE TRAVELS OF MR. JONAS HANWAY THROUGH 
RUSSIA INTO PERSIA, AND RETURN THROUGH 
GERMANY AND HOLLAND. 

()hap. I.. Mr. Han way sails to Riga, from whence he pro^ 
ceed^ by land to retersburgh. Takes the charge of a 
carayan of woollen goods for Persia. A description of 
Valdai and Twere; of the city of Moscow. Manners of 
the Cossacks. Remarks on the Calmuck Tartars. Mr. 
Hanway arrires at Astrachan ••...,• 177 

Chap. II. ^ description of Astrachan^ its fisheries audi trade. 
An account of the neighbouring Tartars, of the Calmuck 
settlements, and of the riyer Volga, with the method of 
curing cariare. The author arrives at I^angarood.bay, 
and from thence proceeds to Astrabad. A description of 
the Persian manner of smoking, and other customs of 
the inhabitants. A rebellion breaks out; the author in 
great distress; the city taken, and the caravan designed 
for Mesched plundered. .,..,.,. 194 

Chap. III. Mr. Hanway arrives at Balfrush ; joins the shah's 
forces; retires before the Turkuman Tartars; is kindly 
received by Mr. Eltqn, and by Hadgee Zamon. The 
Persian manner of eating, and the nature of their beds. 
A description of the city of Casbju. The author's arrival 
at the Persian camp, ,.,....., : . ^ 213 

Chap. IV. A des^lDfSo(i*nf<tfie Pef sian;ianftp. Of the shah's 
women ; thei/pivioiHir of tra^Uin^ ;^t>urney from the 
Persian.camp to Lang^(Ood..A description of the country. 
An account of the Per^Jn cjajtHj^r^firf the Persian women, 
their marriages andii!i/n&^§tic*sr^y^i'y. A description of 
the province of GjjilSi^.;*, XJ/^l :..!.., 233! 

Chap. V. Second jourbe^ ^r/om j[iiii^aVo<kl to Astrabad. A 
description of the province of Ma^anderan ; the cities of 
Amul and Balfrush ; of the causeway built by Shah Abbas, 
and of the famous palace of Asherelf ; pyramids of human 
heads at the entrance of Astrabad; cruelties exercised 
on the rebels^ Mr. Hanway recovers his money and 

, effects. A description of the Persian paper and ink; of 

J tiie everlasting fire of the Guebres, and of springs of 

) naphtha .*..............• ^ 248 



CONTENtS. V 

Chap. VI. Mr. Hanwaj returns to Russia, arriTes at Peters, 
burgh; its reyeuues, number of inhabitants, climate, 
persons and dress of the people iOO 

Chap. VII. Mr. Hanway leaves Petersburgh. A description 
of Cronstadt, Re?el and Dantzic. His travels through 
Pomerania to Berlin, which is described. A description 
of Wirtemberg and Dresden. Of the porcelain manufac- 
ture at Meissen, and of the hunting palace of St. Hn. 
bertsbnrg 979 

Chap. VIII. An account of Leipsic, and a succinct view of 
thelittle sovereignties of Anhalt Koethen, Anhalt Dessau, 
Binburg, and Zerbst ; a description of the cities of Mag. 
debufgh,Wolf^nbuttel, and Brunswick; of the city of 
Hanover, and palace of Herenhausen 909 

Chap. IX. Mr. Hauway proceeds to Zell, and thence tm 
Hamburgh and Bremen, which are described. He arrives 
at Amsterdam; a description of that city, and of the 
manners of the Dutch ; and also of Haerlem, Ijeyden, the 
Hague, Dort, Rotterdam, andHelvoet, where Mr. Han. 
way embarks for England, and lands at Harwich 304 

THE TRAVELS OF SIR JOHN CHARDIN THROUGH 
MINGRELIA AND GEORGIA INTO PERSIA. 

Chap. I. He sails through the Thracian Bosphorus into the 
Euxine, or Black Sea; touches at Cafia, Donslow, and 
Cape Cuodos ; a description of the country of the Circas* 
sian Tartars; manners, customs, and religion of the Min. 
grelians ; of the principality of Curiel, and the kingdom 

• of Imeretta. .,,.., 321 

Chap. II. A description of Isgaour. A war breaks out, and 
a trade is carried on in slaves. Sir John Chardin pro. 
ceeds to the village of Anarghia, and thence to Sipias, 
the residence of someTheatine monks, where he is visited 
and invited to dinner by a Mingrelian princess 335 

Chap. III. The author leaves Anarghia. The Euxine, or 
Black Sea, described. He proceeds to Gonia, then passes 
over Mount Caucasus, which is described. His arrival 
at Teflis, and return to Mingrelia. Treachery of his valet 356 

Chap. IV. A description of Georgia^ and of the manners of 
the inhabitants; the capital city, Teflis, described. Sir 
John Chardin proceeds to Dilyjan, and thence to Irivan, 
which, with the customs and manners of the inhabitants 
is described. He travels to Nacchivan, Abrener, Julfa, 
and Taurus to Ispahan 373 

Chap. V. The author leaves Ispahan, and visits the remains 
of the ancient palace of Persepolis, which are particu. 
larly described; proceeds to bchiras, to Laer, arrives 
at Grambroon • « ^ 400 



at TRAVELS THROUGH MOSCOVY 

ill taBte, If they would keep it \eorking a good 
while, they set it in a warm place ; and if they 
would have it only for preiBent use^ they put it into 
a cool room* To add to the flavour^ they sometimes 
put in a little bag filled with cinnamon, grains of 
paradise, and a few doves. 

Drunkenness is so common a vice in Moscovy* 
that scarce any body is exempt from it, for the 
brandy they take at their meals commonly intro* 
duces a debauch. Nay, the vulgar are so much ad* 
dieted to this vice, that they are frequently seen 
coming out of their tippling-houses quite naked, 
and without the least shame, coveriqg. the parts, 
which ki other countries people are taught to con^ 
qeal, with only a handful of herbs. The women are 
no less addicted to this vice than the men, nothing 
being more common among them than to follow 
their husbands to the tippling-house, where they 
will be sure to make the cup go merrily round ; 
and, when their husbands are fallen asleep upon 
the floor, they evei^ seat themselves upon them, 
and continue driukiiigtiU they tumble down among 
them. 

The Moscovites are extremely quarrelsome and 
abusive; but though they vent their passion with 
such noise, that a stranger would imagine it impos-- 
siUe for them to part without bloodshed, yet they 
seldom draw blood, unless it be with a switch, or a 
IfAow with their fists; they generally satisfy their 
revenge with a kick or two on the belly. Indeed^ 
if a quarrel happens between two persons of dis- 
tinction, they decide it on horseback, but not with 
sword and pistol; the greatest stretch of their re- 
sentment arising no higher than to fight it out wit}i 
a good whip. 
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The base disposition of the Moscovttes, the mean-* 
ness of their edacation, and that state of slavery in 
>¥hich all, from the^ highest to the lowest, are born, 
have such an effect^ npon thern^ that nothing bnt 
the cudgel and whip can bring them to reason; 
and from this slavish chastisement even the greatest 
boyars are not exempted, who make no scruple of 
confessing that they are the czar's slaves. As they 
have an utter aversion to the manners and customs 
of all foreigners, they are insensible of the liberty 
which other nations e^joy; and the profound reve- 
rence they pay to their superiors, after they have 
received a good cudgelling, is an infallible demon- 
stration^of the slavishness of their dispositions. 

As the lords are absolute slaves of the czar, so 
they keep a great number of slaves of their ovm, 
both in their country-houses and farms, and in 
their service in the city, who, in the night, fre- 
quently commit great disorders in the streets of 
Moscow, and also make the roads about that city 
very unsafe for travellers, whom they rob and mur- 
der without remorse. These slaves are sold by their 
masters, in the same manner as we do our horses 
and cows. Nay, a father may dispose of his son 
for his own advantage, which, however, they sel* 
dom do, unless it be to satisfy their creditors. 
. The greatest pride of persons of quality in Mos- 
covy consists in their retinues, which, however, put 
them to no great expence ; for though they some- 
times keep fifty or sixty slaves, have a good num- 
ber of horses, and also plenty of provisions, beer, 
mead, and other liquors, at their tables, yet they 
are furnished with every thing from their forms, 
which are cultivated by slaves, who stand them in 
very Utile money. Besides, most of the entertain-^ 
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ueati of the boyars^ aod gavemors of places^ are 
only made for those who stand in need of their 
favour, and are obliged in return to make veiy 
considerable presents. When at these entertain- 
ments they intend to show a more than ordinary 
respect to their friends, they permit them to see 
and salute their wives. Our author having dined 
with count Leo Alexander de Slakow, that noble- 
man introduced him into another room, where his 
lady was richly dressed in her wedding-clothes, 
and attended by a gentlewoman with a bottle in her 
hand: the lady bid her fill a silver cup, and taking 
it from her, put it to her lips, and desired him to 
drink it olF, which he having done three times, the 
count desired him to kiss her, which he did, after 
which she presented him with a handkerchief, em- 
broidered round the edges with gold, silver and 
silk, and adorned with a deep fringe. 

There is scarce a Moscovite, of what quality so*- 
ever, but has his afternoon's sleep, for which reason 
the shops are always shut up after dinner. They 
are also extremely fond of bathing, though their 
public baths are hxtt very indi£ferently fitted up. 
Our author went incognito into one of them, that 
was only parted from that belonging to the other 
sex by a few deal boards, which, not being well 
joined, he could see all that passed; and besides^ 
there was only one door for the men And women to 
go in and out of the water. Some of both sexei^ 
who are more modest, hide their nakedness with a 
handful of leaves soaked in water, but the rest 
appear naked without the least concern; nay, some 
of the women came in this manner to speak with 
their husband's in the man's bath. It is surprising 
to see them come out of such an intense degree of 
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lieat^ and saddenly run into the cold water, or have 
it poured upon them ; or in the winter roll in the 
snow, and then return again into the stoves, which 
is also practised by the Finlanders who live in Li^ 
vonia. This can only be ascribed to custom, which 
rendering it habitual, makes them not so sensible 
of the opposite qualities of heat and cold* as other 
people ; for our author observed at Narva, that th^ 
Moscovite boys of eight, nine, or ten years of age, 
stand for half an hour together bare-footed up<m 
the ice, without ever complaining of the cold. 

Their religious ceremonies ought next to be con* 
sidered. And here it is proper to be observed, that 
the Moscovites have the Bible printed in the Scla- 
vonian tongue, which much resembles the German. 
They pay a particular regard to the books of the 
Evangelists, and never touch them without marks 
of respect and veneration. But though they make 
the Holy Scriptures the rule of their faith, they also 
adhere to the seven £rst general councils, and the 
Greek fathers, especially to the works of Basil the 
Great, Grregory Nazianzen, John Chrysostom, and 
Ephraim the Syrian ; but the later councils they 
consider as infected with heresy. Among the doc* 
tors of their own church, they set an extraordinary 
value on ihe writings of one Nicholas Sudatwitz, 
whose memory is celebrated twice a year.. iThey 
also receive the Apostles, the Nicene and Athana* 
sian creeds. When any point of religion is to be 
proved, they first have recourse to the jScriptuce, 
next to the seven councils, and lastly to the above* 
mentioned fathers; but disputes are determined 
only by the patriarch of Moscovy. Their priests 
read the New Testament, and the I^salms of David, 
in their churches; but the rest of the Old Testa- 
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»eiit tiiey diink contains mmj thii^ sot fit to bfc 
'Jniowti by the yalgar. They never pretehd to cx*^ 
'idain texts of Seriptmre, and consequently allpw 
of no preaching ; it being their opinion, that pub^ 
lie orations in the pulpit^ being fall of subtleties^ 
create only misunderstanding and misinterpreta- 
tions. 

With respect to baptism, as Uiey acknowledge 
themselves conceived and bom in an, they baptise 
their children immediately aft« they are bom: if 
they are weak, this is done at home, but if well in 
-the church, the child being received at the door by 
^he priest, who si^mg his forehead with the rign 
of the cross, says, "The Lord preserve thy coming 
in and going out;" and then fastens^nine wax can- 
lUes, given Mm by the godfathers ready lighted, 
round the font. Having incensed the godfathers, and 
consecrated the water, each of them takes a wax 
candle, and they all vmlk three times round the 
font, which always stands in the nndstof the church, 
l&e clerk carrying die picture of St. John before 
them, and the priest reading out of a book. The 
priest then asks the godfathers the name of the 
child, which Imving given him in writing, he puts 
it upon a picture which he holds upon the child^s 
breast, while he mutters certam prayers, and then 
asks if- the child believes in God the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Ghost ; and the godfathers hav- 
ing answered in the affirmative, they immediately 
turn their back to the font, to shew their aversion 
to the three next questions. Whether the child for- 
sakes the devil, his angels, and his works? tfie 
godfathers answer yes, to each question, and as of- 
ten spit upon the ground, and then turn again to 
the font, where the priest asks, *' Whether they 
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yfomise the chM shall be hfoo^ up in the tnm 
Greek religkm;** aiui, laying hb handt upon him, 
UJB, ''Get oat of this chUd, thou unclean sjurit, 
and make room for the Hcdy Ghost/' He then 
Uovs upon the child three times, to driire away the 
devil, by whom they tamfM>se children are possessed 
before baptism. After this he cuts off a Uttle of tha 
child's hair, which he puts into a book ; and havini; 
asked the god&thers whether they desire the child 
^ould be baptized, he takes him naked into hia 
aroM, and dipping him three times into the water^ 
makes use of the usual words : '' I baptize tbee in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." He then puts a com of salt into the 
diild's mouth, and making the sign of the cross on 
his forehead, bands, breast, and back, with conse* 
crated oil, puts on him a clean shirt, saying, '' Thou 
art as clean from thy original sin as this idiirt:'^ 
and huigs a small cross of gold, silver or lead, ac- 
cording to every one's ability, about his neck, and 
a strict charge to wear it all his life-time : in which 
they are so exact, that if no such cross is found 
about a deceased person, they will not allow him 
Christian buriaL He also assigns a peculiar saint, 
wh(Mn the child is hereafter to reverence as his par 
tron; and havmg kissed the child and his godfa* 
thers, he ^chorts them to mutual love. If more 
children are to be baptized at the same time, the 
fimt is emptied, because they imagine the water to 
be defiled by the original sin of the preceding child. 
Their }Nroselytes, who are of age, are baptized in 
a river, and three times {bunged over head, like the 
children, on mentioning the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Those who are inclined to change their rcr 
ligion for that <^ the Moscovites, are instructed for 
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tfix weeks i^ some conr^nt^ and at their baptism are 
to abjure their former religion, to detest it as here- 
tical, and, as a sign of their abhorrence, to spit on 
the gronnd as often as it is named. After their bap- 
tism the czar makes them a present of a rich Mos- 
covian habit, and allows them a pension according 
to their quality, which induces many to embrace 
that religion. 

The marriage ceremonies are performed in the 
following manner. As the young couple are not 
permitted to see, much less to discourse with each 
other, those who have marriageable children, espe- 
cially daughters, pitch upon a person they like, 
and then address themselves to his parents; by 
whom if the match is approved of, and the young 
woman is handsome, leaye is given for some female 
relation to see her ; but this is not always granted. 
However, all things being agreed upon between the 
parents, if they are of quality, a woman, called the 
suacha, is appointed by the bridegroom's friends, 
and another by those of the bride, to take joint care 
of the nuptials, who provide every thing fit for the 
chamber where the new-married couple is to lie. 
The bed is made of forty sheaves of rye laid in 
good order, encompassed with several barrels of 
wheat, barley, and oats. When all things are ready, 
the bridegroom goes late in the evening from his 
house, accompanied by his-kindred ; the priest, who 
is to marry him, leading the van on horseback. 
They are received at the bride's door by her kin- 
dred, invited to come in, and to sit down at table ; 
where only three dishes of meat are served up, and 
even these are not to be touched by any body 
present. At the upper end of the table a place is 
l^ftf fpr the bridegroom, which is taken up by 9 
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young lad appointed for that purpose, wliile the 
bridegroom is talking with the bride's friends : but 
at length he haying prevailed on the youth, by wme 
presents, to resign his place to him, takes his seat, 
and the bride, richly dressed, is brought in with a 
veil over her face, and placed next the bridegroom, 
two lads, at the same time, holding a piece of taf^ 
fety between them, to prevent them seeii^ each 
other. The suacha then comes in and paints her, 
ties up her hair in two knots, puts a coronet on 
her head, and all the ornaments of a married woman. 
The coronet is of leaf gold, or silver gilt, and Hned 
with silk ; having on both sides, near the ears, five 
or six rows of pearls, hanging down in strings on 
her breast. The upper garment, which has sleeves 
an ell and a half wide, is embroidered at the edges 
with gold and silver, especially abcmt the neck, 
wherje it is sti£f with embroidery for the breadth of 
three inches. They sometimes bestow a thousand 
crowns upon this robe. The bridegioom is then 
painted by his suacha, whilst the women who are 
present stand singing upon the benches. Then two 
young men, well dressed, bring iiito the room a large 
cheese laid upon a bier, with some loaves, several 
marten-skins hanging down from the bier ; and the 
same being done on the bride's side, a large silver 
bason is set upon the table, filled with small pdtces 
of satin, little pieces of silver, hops, barley ,^^d 
oats, mixed together; which, as soon as. the bride's 
face is covered agiun, are thrown by handfuls by 
the bride's suacha among the company, who gather 
them up from the ground, and having received the 
priest's benediction, go to church, where the young 
i^ouple stand upon a piece of taflfety, and have a 
p^nppy of the sapie pver their heads. Here having 
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nide oflforings o£ bM meats^ fidi and paltry, tbe 
pAttt gifts theai his bnt0dictioa« and taking Ae 
man by hia rtgfat hand, aad the woman by ber ItA, 
be asks tiiem three timet^ whether they ate both 
wining to be iaarried» and to loTe one another as 
they ought to do^ To which having anawered Yeflb 
the whcde eompiny join hands^ and the priert sings 
tiie 136th ptaifm» those present singing every other 
Terse, and dancing all iitt time. The psalm being 
ended, ha puts a gactand of rate npon the heads of 
the yomig couple, and if one of them be a widow oi 
iridower, abont their shoulders, saying, ''lam'eaae 
and nmltiply. Whom God hath joined together, let 
no man separate/' While the priest pronounces 
tiiese words, each of the people invited to the wed* 
ding lights a wax candle, and one of them gives a 
glass of virine ta the priest, which he drinks; and 
the adarried eonple having pledged the same .three 
liBMS each, the bridegroom throws down the glass, 
and he and tl^ bride treading it under their fret 
•ay, ^' May they thus fall under our feet, and bf 
traddcB to pieces, who shall endeavour to sow di- 
▼isian or discontent between us/' The women then 
oast smne flasf or hemp at the young eonple, vriA- 
ng them much prosperity; while some pull tiia 
bride by the robe, as if they would take her away 
from Hie hddegroom, to whom she sticks so dose, • 
tin* they seem unable to remove her. 

The nsarriage ceremimy being ended, the bride 
fetums in a slei^e by the light of six torches or 
waX'-randles, ai^ the bridegioom on horseback. 
The men immediately sit down at the table, which 
is covered virith provisions, while the women conduct 
tiie bride into her chamber, undress her, and having 
^ her to bed, come to the bridegroom^ and force 
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Iiimto rise from the teble ; on which be ia coii4neted 
to the bride's ehamber l^ aix or ei^ht young men, 
each with a toich in hit haod^ which 1J^ stick ia 
the barrels of wheat and barlejr that stand round tbfBi 
bed. The bride no sooner sees the bridegroom enter 
the bed-chamber, than she dips on a momii^-gowii 
lined with fur, rises, meets, and salutes him with a 
a low inclination of the head, which is the first iimfi 
of his seeing her &ce. They then sit down to t 
table, where, among other provisions, they have 9^ 
roasted fowl, which the bridegroom puUs aaindei^ 
and casting away, over his shoulder, that part he 
lights on first, they eat the rest, and then go to bed^ 
while the guests employ themselves in seversd charmi^ 
to promote the happiness of the new- married couple. 
An old servant of the house, who attends at the door^ 
comes after a while, and asks, whether the business 
be done; and the bridegroom answering, yes^ the 
word is given for the tranqpets and timbrels to 
strike up, and these sound till the new-married 
couple are conducted to the stoves, where they 
bathe themselves apart. After they have been well 
washed in the bath with water, mead and wine, the 
bride sends the bridegroom a shirt riefaly embroil 
dered, especially at the neck, and a rich habit. The 
two next days they spend in mirth and festivity. 

Persons of an inferior condition are siUirfied with ^ 
fewer ceremonies ; for the night before the weddia^ 
the bridegroom send some clothes, a comb, and n 
looking-glass ; and the next day the priest is brought 
in by two lads, carrying lighted wax-candles. Aa 
soon as he enters the house, he gives his benedictioQ 
rfirst to the lads, and then to the guests. The young 
couple being set down at the table, the.kds holding 
»a {uMe of taffety between thenu the juaeha dbresses 
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the bride's head^ which being done^ a looking-glas^ 
is brought, and the young couple joining their 
cheeks, look and smile one upon the other, while 
the two suachas cast hops upon them, after which 
they go to church, where they are married with the 
ceremonies already mentioned* 

The wedding-day may be said to be the last day 
of pleasure enjoyed by the Moscovite women. Their 
chief employment is embroidering, sewing, or 
making little purses, and other insignificant toys; 
and they never stir abroad except upon extraordi- 
nary occasions. Within doors their clothes are very 
mean; but when they appear in public they are 
richly dressed, and generally paint their faces, necks, 
and arms. The wives of persons of quality ride in 
chariots, attended by a great number of slaves : but 
as those of the ordinary ranks are debarred the visits 
and conversation enjoyed by the European women, 
and seldom meddle with household affairs, the only 
diversion left them is, to pass away the time with 
their maids. They lay a plank across a block, and 
one getting on each end, they toss one another up 
and down. Sometimes they swing themselves in 
ropes, and in ccmntry villages they have a swinge- 
ing engine, in which four persons may divert them-- 
selves at a time. 

As the Moscovites esteem marriage a very sacred 
contract, polygamy is forbidden under pain of death, 
the czar himself being allowed no more than one 
wife at a time; though if she proves barren, or 
'brings forth no sons, he may send her into a monas- 
tery, and marry another. Second marriages they 
.insider as allowable, but not very commendable; 
a third marriage is not to be undertaken but upon 
very weighty considerations ; and a fourth is pmtished 
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miA death. Divorees, however^ arc yery fireqMmt 
asioii^ them^ thoagh they cannot be obtaiiMd with- 
oat the bidiop's consent* 

Perscms of quality adorn the pictures of theft 
tfaints with pearls and preciouf stones; they pkici 
wax'csmdles before them, and look stedfastly upon 
them while at prayers. Whenever a Moscovitt 
comes into a house, he looks for the saint before bt 
utters a word, and, if he does not see htm, ask^ 
'' Where is the god? '^ ai^ when he has found him^ 
he makes his reyerence, and having said, *' Lord have 
mercy upon us,'' goes to the company. But tfaough 
in outward show the Moscovites seem to have grnt 
devotion, not one in ten can recite the Lord's prayer, 
which, they say, was instituted for the use of pet^ 
sons of quality, and not for mechanics; and, that it 
is enough for them to repeat the Grospodi, or tha 
Lord have mercy upon us. They pray for the dead. 

As soon as a Moscovite is come to years of di»« 
cretion, he goes to coitfession, which they always 
do before communion, which is generally done by 
extraordinary preparations Mid mortifications, for a 
whole week ; during which they eat scarcely fuxy 
thing, except a kind of biscuit, and drink qaat and 
&ir water. They commonly receive the commu^ 
nion upon Easter-eve, and never but upon a fost^ 
day; for if anyone should communicate on Snnday, 
he is oUiged not to eat flesh on that day. They 
receive it in both kinds. They believe transubstan* 
tiation. They give the sacrament to the youngest 
child, if it be sick; but only in one kind, till it bt 
seven years old. 

Their ordinary fast-days are Wednesdays andr 
K^tdays, and the eves of great festivals, when they 
abstain not oi^y froan all kan4 of ilesii^ bnt ais# 
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from ^ggs and milk ; nay, Bome will not nse mgat. 
• Besides their ordinary fast-days, they keep four 
great fasts in the year, the first of which is forty 
days before Easter; the second begins eight days 
kfter Whitsuntide, and ends with the feast of St. 
Feter and St « Paul; the third, which is kept in 
iidnour of the Virgin Mary, begins on the 1st of 
August, and lasts till the feast of the Assumption of 
0ie Virgin Mary ; and the fourth begins on the ISth 
pf November, and continues till Christmas. 

They have also a kind of carnival, which lasts 
eight days, and is called by them the Butter-week, 
because after these days are e:xpired, they are forbid 
to eat either butter, bread, cheese, or milk; but 
during the time of this carnival they commit almost 
inaredible excesses in drinking, which draws them 
into all manner of crimes. This renders it not safe 
for any person to pass the street, murders being then 
so frequent, that many dead bodies are exposed to 
public view, that their friends may take care of theii' 
interment. 

: Their buries, like their other public actions are 
performed with great ceremony ; for the soul of the 
sick person is no sooner departed, than the widow 
sends for their kindred and friends, who, standing 
Tound the corpse, break out into lamentations, ask* 
ittg the deceased. Why be would die ? Whether he 
il^anted any thing ? Whether his wife was not young 
and handsome enough ? Whether she had been in* 
constant? and other questions of the like. kind. 
They then wash the. body, and having put a clean 
shirt or shroud about him, with a new pair of thin 
Bussia leather shoes on his feet, lay him- with hit 
vms across his breast in a coffin made of the trunk 
of. a Ufe^ and in the meanwhile send a present to 
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the priest, to pray for his soul. The coffiii ircovtrM 
witii a piece of cloth, or the coat of the deceased: 
The richer se^t, if the season will permit, keep thi 
bodj eight or ten days, daring which the priest 
comes every day to purify it with^ ineense, and by 
sprinkling it with holy water. ' . r 

At length the priest proceeds l^ith the picture of 
the patron saint of the deceased, followed by four 
tirgins, who are nearest related to the latter, and 
make very mournful lamentations, but begin and 
leave off exactly at a time. Then comes the dead 
body, carried by six men upon their shoulders; but 
if the deceased was a monk or a nun, this <»filee il 
performed by those of their own profession. The 
corpse is surrounded by several priests, who incense 
it, to keep off evil spirits, all the while singing 
psalms; then follow the kindred and friends with 
wax-candles, but widiout any order. On thelt 
comfaig to the grave the coflBin is uncovered, over 
which the priest, holding the picture of the patron 
saint, says several prayers, in which he often re* 
peats, ** Lord, look upon this soul in righteoumess.'' 
Meanwhile the widow, continuing her lamentations^ 
asks the questions already mentioned. The rela*- 
tions and friends then take their leave, either kissr 
ing the deceased, or the coffip* The priest then 
takes a piece of paper, which is a kind of ticket for 
his entrance into paradise, and which being signed 
by the patriarch or mietropoUtan of the place, and 
the confessor, is sold for more or less, according to 
the abilities of those who purchase it, This ticktst 
is of so extraordinary a nature, that the reader wiH 
not be disideased at our inserting it at length. 

'^ We whose names are hereunto subscribed, the 
patrkrch or metropolitan^ asid priest of the cky of 
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N. 4o naktf Imavti ajl4 eeMSfy» bj tfaeie freieiiii» 
that the bearer of these oar letters^ hath alwayi 
Urti amciiig «i like a good Christtan, profeswiif 
the Greek rdigienj and though he hath (HHnmitted 
tome fe\^ atns^ yet ht hath ocntfeflBed the same^ and 
thereupon he hath received absolution, and taken 
the eaeammmon, 9br the remission of hii sins: that 
he hath honoured God and his ftainia : that be hath 
laid his prayers; and that he hath fasted on the 
hoars and days appointed by 13m$ chnrch ; and that 
he hath carried himself well towards me, who am 
his cwfssBor ; that I have mi reason to complain of 
liin^ or to deny him the absolution of his sins. In 
9viine6s whereof, we have given him this present 
iesttmonial, to the end, tiut upon sight thereof^ St. 
jPeter may open unto him the gate of eternal Uiss.^ 
. The coffin is thesi shut, and pot into the grave; 
the face being turned to the east, while those who 
letura to the house of mourning, drown their aor- 
vow i^ good liquor. 

Their whole time of monrning lasts forty days^ 
during which three feasts are made for the kindred 
0f the deceased, on the third, sdntfa, and twentieth 
da]rs after the burial, during which the priest saya 
«ertam prayers over the grave moratng and ereaing^ 
isluch for that purpose is covered wiUi a smill hat 
of ihats. 

Before we mention the difibrent ordera t£ theit 
priests, it may be proper to observe, that the Moi^ 
eovites have the highest veneration for their so^ 
^rdgn : tliat they look upon his pleasure as the 
wiU of God, and that their lires, and every thii^ 
they have, is at his disp«»L The chief persons iaa 
^e iNnpbe never apfNroadi his person bvt with the 
wune veneratkm with which tiiey adore die Afc- 
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mighty; and if he gives them the least marki of 
displeasure, they are ready to ofifer their lives for 
the expiation of their fault. 

They pay great veneration to the clergy, the 
principal of which is the patriarch, who is always 
obliged to reside at Moscow. He is nominated by 
the metropolitans and bishops, with the czar's ap- 
probation: he is the chief person in the empire 
next to his sovereign, and determines all ecclesias* 
tical afiairs : he wears a long black robe, and has m '^ 

cross always carried before him. He has also four 
metropolitans, and under them are seven bishops* 
Next to these are the priests, called by them popes^ | 

who are again subdivided into proto-popes^or arch- 
]Mriests, and common popes, of which there are vast 
numbers in Moscow; no other qualification being 
necessary for their admission into this order, but | 

reading, writing and singing. The chief badge of I 

priesthood is a kind of cap, put on their heads at .' 

their c(Hisecration, which they are obliged to wear } 

as long as they continue priests, and it is no small j 

crime for a layman to touch it. However, as most j 

ef the Moscovite clergy are great drunkards, and | 

constant frequenters of tipling houses, they fre- j 

quently fall into quarrels, when, if a person has oc- | 

casion to beat a clergyman, he must first civilly se- 
cure his bonnet, and then he may drub him hand«> 
somely, and afterwards put it on again. The other 
badges of the priesthood are a stick which they 
carry in their hands, and their wearing a wide long 
robe, which is black, green, blue or red. 

As the protopopes and popes or priests are obliged 
to marry once, so they are absolutely forbidden to 
marry more than once. The prelates, however, are 
obliged to take a vow of chastity. 
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Their ^tfrch«8 are baitt round md vaultedl, to 
l^ar seme resemblance to the heavens, and each of 
them has five steeples, one of them being larger 
«nd higher than tfi^ rest; the other four are built 
round it They have neither pews, benches, nor 
chairs, because they perfonn their devotions either 
kneeling or prostrate upon ^he ground. They allow 
neither organs, nor any other musical instrumentSp 
AOr have way images, though they allow of paying 
their devotions to pictures. There are about two 
hundred of these churches in Moscow* They a^ 
look upon their ohurch-yards as very sacred peaces, 
and therefore will net allow of any impurities being 
thrown there, or suffer a dog to pass over then« 
They are great admirers of bells, and think them 
an essential part of divine service* 

When the Moseovites are at their devotions, they 
often strike their foreheads against the ground, and 
cross themselves in the following manner: they first 
make the sign ef the cross with their fingers on the 
forehead, which, they say, is to intimate the ascen- 
aton of Christ; next on the heart, to intimate that 
the heart is the receptacle of the word of God ; then 
they make a cross on the right, and next on the left 
riioulder, to show that, at the day of judgment, those 
to be blessed with eternal life shall be placed to the 
right, mid the damned to the left. Not many years 
ago the patriarch ordered that the laymen should 
cros^ themselves with only two fingers, though be- 
fore that time, they had always done it with three, 
in remembrance of the Holy Trinity; but meeting 
with great opposition in this point, he prevailed on 
the ezar to send to the arch-patriarch of Constanti- 
nople, and to two other patriarchs of the Eastern 
churches^ who approving his order, it was enacted 
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into a law ; notvitibstanding which, leveral Mos co» 
Tites would sooner lose their heads than ^onq^Ijr 
with itj and to this day they soahe use of three fin* 
gers, when they can do it in pritate; 

The Moscovites tolerate aU religions, except tha 
Roman Catholics^and Jews. Heretofore, those of 
the reformed religion, and the Lutherans, had theif 
churches in the quarter of Czaargorod* The Lu* 
therans lost theirs, hy a quarrel that happened be« 
tween the wives of the. officers and merchants, who 
came to blows in the church, about precedency; 
and those of the reformed religion had theirs takea 
away, because they began to build a sumptuous edi* 
fice of stone, instead of the old one, which was of 
wood. But a suburb has been since assigned to fo- 
reigners, in which they have built convenient housei 
and churches, two for the Lutherans, one for the 
Dutch, and one for the English; and are thus free4 
from the barbarous society of the Moscovite^. 



CHAP. ni. 

The ambassadors embark on the river Mosca, enter Occa, ar- 
rive at NisenoTOgorod, whence they proceed down the Vol. 
ga. A description of the Ceremissiau Tartars. Several towitt 
described. A view of several extraordinary mountains, and of 
the most remarkable places ; their arrival at Astrachan. A de« 
scription of the island of Dolgoi, the citj of Astrachan^ and 
the country and inhabitants of Nagaia. 

THE ambassadors went from Moscow by lan4: 
as. far as the mcmastery of Simula, where taking 
leave of their friends, they embarked in the river 
Mosca, or Moskva, and proceeded to Kolumna,^ 
which lies cm the right side of the river, is of a con- 
siderable bigness, and is surrounded with «tone.. 
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w«IUr. Tkrte wtriti alwra the city the M eica MU 
kk1» ike Oecs, which it nmch broader and more 
pleaiant than the fomer riter; its current pastec 
from the louth^ through a very fertile, and well 
]Mopled country, and it6 hanks are covered cm both 
iidet with oaks, which, in those parts, are a kind of 
rarity. Here embarkmg again, they passed a pretty 
large iskind, and several handsome viUagea on the 
right side of the river, and on the fourth d July 
came to the city of Presta. The next day they 
passed by the town of Rhesan, and on the evening 
of the 7th arrived at Cassinogorod, the capital of 
the Tartars of Cassinow, which lies on the right 
nde of the river Occa. They here met with tho 
first Mahometana. The young prince of the coun^ 
try lived ^ that time in an <dd castle not far from 
tiie city ; his name was &ez Ketzi, and he had, m 
few years before, put himself under the cur's pro« 
tection. They sent him a present of tobacco and 
brandy, in return for which, he sent them two 
sheep, a barrel of mead, another of beer, and a third 
of brandy, besides some cream and fresh butter, 
which the prince's mother had taken the pains to 
make, excusing his not having invited the ambas- 
ladora on shore, for fear of raising the jealousy of 
Ate neighbouring Moscoviie governors. 

On the 9th they passed by Morumna on the left 
side of the river, where they discovered a troop of 
Cum Tartars, who fired at them from the woods, 
but the retinue of the ambassadors returned their 
fin, on which they did not think fit to approach. 

They Hien passed by several villages and monas* 
tcriet,and on the eleventh, at night, reached the c;Hy 
of Nise or Kisenovogorod, where they found the 
ik^ Trederic, which had been built by the ambaa- 



INTO FER3IA« 41 

factor's orders, and was now quite finished ; it waa 
a lar^ three-mast ship, so flat-bottomed that it 
drew no more than seven feet water. It had many 
closets and convisnient apartments, and was provided 
with some brass and iron guns, and twelve seats for 
the rowers. They had also a large shallop to carry 
their anchors, cables, and other necessaries, and to 
discover any banks or sands. The city of Nise it 
about one hundred Grerman leagues from Moscow 
by land, and one hundred and fifty by water. It ia 
surrounded with stone walls and towers ; but th« 
suburbs, which are half a league in circumference, 
are much larger than the city. It is inhabited by 
Moscovites, Tartars, and the Dutch, who have ^ 
protestant church hete, consisting of one hundred 
persons. They here bought a pullet for a penny; a 
quarter of a hundred of eggs for the same price,^ 
and a sheep for twelve, fifteen, ^and eighteen pence 
each. 

The ambassadors sent Mr. Mandedo and our 
author, vidth their pristaff, and the Moscovite in- 
terpreter, to thank the veaywode or governor, for 
the many civilities he had shown to the duke c^ 
Holstein's subjects while they were bqilding the 
ship, which took them up near a year, and to ofiec 
him a present worth about twenty-five pounds ster- 
ling : the reception he gave them showed him to 
be a person much above the ordinary rank of th# 
Russians. He sent two of his gentlemen to receive 
them at the gates of his palace, from whence, being 
conducted through a gallery, they were, at the en- 
trance of the palace, complimented by two others 
richly dressed, who introduced them to the way- 
wode, who was in his chamber, dressed in brocade,, 
and attended by a con»derable number of persons 
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a mountain, on tlie right aide of the river Volga, st 
the conflux of that river, and the little river Sura, 
which was formerly the common boundary between 
the territories of the Moscovites and the Tartars of 
Gasan, called Ceremisses. This city is without walls, 
and the houses are of wood ; for the Moscovites, 
extending their territories farther on that side, have 
occasioned its being neglected. 

The country inhabited by the Ceremtssian Tar- 
tars extends on both sides the river Volga, beyond 
Casan. They live only in huts, and feed upon the 
inilk afTorded by their pastures, and on the wild 
fowl and honey they take in the woods; but they 
are very barbarous, treacherous, cruel, and much 
addicted to robbery. Those who live in the moun- 
tainous country on the right side of the Volga, are 
called Nagorni, or Mountaineers; and those on 
the other side are termed Lugoivi, or Lugowizene, 
from their plentiful meadows, which supply both 
them and the Nagorni with great quantities of hay. 
They are said to be partly Mahometans, and partly 
Heathens; but those about Casan are Pagans. They 
are entirely unacquainted with baptism or circum- 
cision. In order to give a name to a child, they 
appoint a certain day, six months after it is bom^ 
and then give it the name of the person they first 
meet. They acknowledge the existence of an im- 
mortal Being, the Author of all good, who there- 
fore ought to be reverenced ; but have no idea of a 
future state, either of rewards or punishments ; yet 
believe that there are evil spirits, that afflict people 
in this life, and therefore ought to be appeased by 
sacrifices. To these evil spirits they pay their de- 
votions at a certain place among the fens, about 
four leagues from Casan, where they never appear 
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€inpty-hand€d, lest this neglect should be pnniihed 
by some lingering disease. One of the principal 
residences they assign to these evil spirits is the 
Shockshem, two leagues from Nunda^ which hay^ 
ing a swift current between two mountains, is never 
frozen, and has imprinted such an idea of a hidden 
mystery in these poor wretches, that though they 
fee the Moscovites pass it every day, they think 
they cannot approach it without manifest danger 
of their lives. When they o£fer their sacrifices to 
God, they kill an ox, horse, or isheep, and hanging 
the skin upcm a pole laid across the boughs of two 
trees, roast the flesh by a fire kindled underneath; 
then taking a irtice of the meat, and a cup of mead, 
they throw them both into the flames, ofiering 
their prayers to God for the preservation and in- 
crease of their cattle, or some other of the conve- 
niences of life. They also pay adoration to the sum 
and moon, and have a peculiar veneration for what- 
ever they dream of, whether it be a horse, cow, 
fire or water; and say, that animated things are 
niO;re worthy of worship than the painted gods of 
the Moscovites. They perform most of their relir 
gious ceremonies near tli^ torrent ; and at the death 
of a friend feast upon his best horse. 

These people make no use of priests or booki, 
and their language has nothing in common with 
the other Tartars. Some of them, however, under* 
stand the Moscovite tongue. They not only suffer* 
Imt enconraga polygamy, nothing being here more 
common, than for a man to marry two or three sifl(- 
ters at a time* Their women are only wrapfied in ft 
piece of coarse white cloth, and show scarce any 
part of their persons but their faces. Those who 
ire betrothed have, however, a peculiar head-dreii^ 
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pmnied like a hora^ to the end of which is lastened 
« flilk tassel* on which hapgs a small bell* The 
men have breeches under their upper garment;, 
which resembles a great coat. They all shave their 
lieads; but the unmarried men wear a long tress of 
Juur« which they sometimes suffer to hang down 
their backs, and at others tie it in a knot. 

These people were so much affrighted at the 
fight of our travellers, that very few of them dared 
to venture to the side of the river to see them pass 
l^y; yet at night, when they reached Welluka, one 
mi those Tartars came on beard to sell a sturgeon, 
for which they paid him the value of fifteen pence* 

On the 7th of August they arrived before the 
city of Kusmademianski, forty wersts from Basili- 
gorod, and situated at the foot of a mountain. Here 
they observed whole forests of very large elms, out 
of the bark of which the inhabitants make sledges, 
and out of the bodies of the trees, cut in the man- 
ner of a cylinder, and hollowed out, form barrels 
and other utensils. Then proceeding three wersts 
Auilier, near the isle of Rrius, they were supplied 
%ythe peasants with fresh provisions, and forced 
by a tempest to stay all night. 

On the 8th they continued their voyage with a 
isif wiad, to the isle of Turich, where they bad 
4lie mirfortvne, when under sail, of being forced on 
p sand*bank, and of being four hours before they 
40M get off. in the mean while they saw abon- 
danee of Tartars at some distance, coming from 
li^making : however, by night they got withim 
ttght of Sabakaar, which stands in a most agree^ 
iMe situation; but its buiidings, Hke those of the 
'ather ekies, »*e all wood* Near the isle of Makrits 
<fliey saw a ^at, which ]i>eing sent tp gain. ^elU- 
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j^ence who diey were^ took a circuit round tiie dup; 
they being infoimed of their quality, aboTe tfarM 
hundred persons appeared on the thore to 0ee tliem 
pass by. 

On ^e I Ith, being forced on shore by the cnr^^ 
rent, Mr. Mandeslo and oar autlior had the ta^ 
riosity, while the men were endeayonring to get off 
Ae vessel, to land, in wder to take a view of the 
country, for which they had like to have paid very 
dear: for a fair gale springing up, the ship was 
soon out of sight : but after being obliged to travel: 
a great way along the banks, they at last espied • 
boat sent to carry them to the ship, which thej 
reached at night, when they found her at anchor. 

On -the 13th of August they came before the 
city of Suiatski, situated on the left hand, on the 
ascent of a hill. It has a castle, and some churches, 
of stone ; but its other fortifications, and all ttio 
private buildings, are of wood. At ni^ they ar-« 
rived before the city of CasM,'Whicfa*is situated in 
a large plain, upon the river Casanke, and has 
^ven its name both to the city and province. Tiie 
city, which is about seven wersts from the Volga, 
is very considerable, l^th for its Ingness, its situa-* 
tion, and itt strength. The castle and its fortifiea* 
tion» are of stone, and are well provided with artil^ 
kry, and a good garrism of Moscovites> the Tar^ 
tars being forbid to aftter it upon pain of deadi. 
The commander- inr chief of the place, being hn^ 
ther to the governor of Nise, was presented by tlie 
Ambassadors with a vei^ fine ruby. Mr. Mandede 
and our author went on shore, to take a view of 
the place, and to purchase some provisions; but 
they could get nene that were good, except some 
^tttt, and partieuiarly melotti, that w^e as big ai 
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pompkins. At their leafing the city, they were in- 
formed by some Tartars that their ship was gone, 
which obliged them to hire a waggon, by the help 
of which they proceeded along the shore, till meet- 
ing with the pristaff*s boat, tliey were carried on 
b<mrd, the ^hip lying at anchor two le^ues below 
Casan. The country hereabouts is fertile, but al- 
most desolate, from its being so much infested by 
the Cossacks. 

They afterwards proceeded by several villages^ 
and were frequently exposed to danger from the 
sand*banks. On the 18th they were met by the 
governor of Torki^ a place upon the Caspian Sea, 
who was returning from his government, attended 
by eight boats with musqueteers. At first, not 
knowing to whom these boats belonged, the am- 
bassadors made them keep at a distance: but com- 
ing nearer, they told them, that three thousand 
Cossacks waited upon the river, by the Caspian Sea, 
for their coming, and had sent out seventy horse to 
discover them at a distance ; but they were so little 
terrified by these stories, that they continued their 
course without stopping. The next night a false 
alarm was given, by order qf the ambassadors, to 
make trial of their people in case of a sudden attack, 
which succeeded to their satisfaction. The next 
day they came to an island called Staritzo, fifteen 
worsts in length, behind which they found a great 
quantity of stones, shaped like lemons or oranges^ 
which, being broken in the middle, represented a 
star of several colours, and some that appeared like 
gold and silver. They then came in sight of a place 
pleasantly situated, the ruins of which showed it 
to have been a Tartarian city, called Uneroskora, 
where was yet to be seen the monument of a saints 
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to wliich the mhabitants of those parts pay extraor* 
iinary derotion. 

On the 2d some fishermen of this place sold thent 
55 large breams for the value of fifty pence. They 
hare here a peculiar way of fishing : they take a 
long cord, to one end of which they fasten a pretty 
large stone, that falls t6 the bottom, and to the 
other several pieoes of wood, which swim upon the 
water : all along the cord are fastened many lesset 
ones, each with a hook, and a fish for a bait, at 
the end. In this manner they take very fin^ fish, 
of eight, ten, or twelve feet long. 

When the Moscovites pass along the rivers in 
their boats, they fasten a hook to one end of a cord^ 
and to the other end of it a smooth board, of a 
band's breadth, tinned over, which they drag along 
after the ship or boat, and the stream causing the 
tinned board to turn frequently to the sun, maked 
it appear like the scales of fish; by which means 
they allure after them, and take as many fish, even 
of the larger sort, as they have occasion for, so that 
they make scarcely any other provision for these 
voyages but a kind of biscuits; for the multiplicity 
^ their fast- days accustoms them so much to fish^ 
that while they are on board they set little value 
on flesh. The ambassadors here caused a boat, which 
bad brought their provisions from Nise, and was 
now empty, to be set on fire, for fear of its falling 
into the hands (^ the Cossacks. 

On the SIst they saw on the right hand the 
tuins of two places, in a delightful situation, said 
to have been destroyed by Tamerlane; and on the 
22d passed with much difficulty over three great 
#and-banks, near which may be seen, on the right 
band. Mount Arbeuchim^ wkieh received its name 

VOL. VII. H 



50 TRAVELS THROUGH MOSCOVY 

from a large city, the ruins of which are still visible^ 
Here they discovered, betM^een two little hills, a 
stone twenty-eight feet square, with the following 
inscription: *' If thou raise me, thou shalt be re* 
warded.'' They were told, that fifty passengers^ 
being forced on shore there some years before, had 
the curiosity to lift up the stone, and found on the 
other side nothing but the following sentence: 
'' In vain dost thou look for what thou hast not put 
here/' At a small distance from the river is a spa- 
cious fertile country, rich in pasture grounds, but 
destitute of inhabitants, there being nothing to be 
seen but the ruins of cities and great towns de- 
stroyed by Tamerlane. 

On the 24th they were driven twice on shore by 
contrary winds, and the two following days found 
great difficulty in getting over the sand-banks. 
This, with the bad diet, to which most of the people 
were unaccustomed, and the frowardness of one of 
the ambassadors^ rendered the hardships they 
laboured under almost insupportable. 

On the 25th they discovered to the rightamoun- 
tain^ from whence the Moscovites obtain abundance 
of salt, which being prepared in huts built for that 
purpose, and dried in the sun, is transported from 
thence to Moscow. At some distance they at length 
perceived Mount Diwisagora, or the Maid's Moun- 
tain, which, towards the river side, is divided into 
many steep hiUs; and these being of various colours, 
afibrd a very agreeable prospect. Upon each of 
these hills is a row of pine-trees, growing with 
such regularity, that, were not these h^ls inacces- 
sible, they might rather be considered as planted 
there by art than by nature. At the foot of this 
mountain rises another, which extends eiglit leagues 
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along the river; the valley between them produces 
a vast number of apple-trees fit for making cyder. 

Having the same evening received advice by let- 
ter from Moscow and Nise, that four Cossacks were 
got into their retinue in quality of mariners, they 
became alarmed, especially on their perceiving, af- 
ter sun-set, two great fires at the entrance of the 
wood, on the right hand; but having dispatched 
five or six musqueteers ashore, they were discovered 
to be strelitzers, who had guarded a Persian cara- 
van : and the following night they were put into 
another fright by two fishermen, who passing by 
the ship in a boat, were stopped' by the sentinels; 
but finding that they difiered in their relations, 
and suspecting them to be Cossacks, they sent them 
the next morning to the govertior of Samara. 

They now passed by Mount Saccobei, which 
reaches fifteen wersts along the river, as far as Sa- 
mara; it being one continued rock, bare on the top, 
but on the sides covered with trees. While they 
were detained here by contrary winds, two large 
red snakes, that come from the shore, got up by the 
cables into the ship; but they were no sooner per- 
ceived by the Moscovites, than they begged they 
might not be killed, and that some food might be 
given them, alleging that they were sent by St. 
Nicholas as the forerunners of a fair wind. 

Early on the 28th they came near the city of Sa- 
mara, which lies two wersts from the left side of the 
river, and three hundred and fifty from Casan : it 
is almost square ; and all the buildings, except some 
churches and two or three monasteries, are of wood. 
Before night they arrived at the mountain of the 
Cossacks, which obtained its name from the frequent 
robberies here committed by them ; this being their 
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place of assembly^ from whence they discovered 
what ships came that way ; but since four or five 
hundred of them were killed by the garrison of Sa- 
mara, they have not infested the mountain in suck 
numbers. 

On the 31st they met with two large barges, 
manned with 400 mariners, each laden with provi- 
fions, particularly caviar, and afterwards four moro 
coming from Astrachan with salt and salt fish; 
who told them they had met with two hundred 
Cossacks near the city, who had suffered them to 
pass by unmolested. 

On the Ist of September they passed in sight of 
Saratof, a city situated in a large plain, upon a 
branch of the Volga, and only inhabitedJby Mos^ 
covite soldiers, who kept garrison here to bridle the 
Calmuc Tartars, a people who inhabited a vast 
tract of ground, fVom hence to the Caspian Sea and 
the river Jaika, and are so powerful, as sometimes 
to make open war with the czar. The next day 
they passed by the mountain of Achmat Kigori, 
which affords a fine prospect at a distance, from iti 
top being covered with verdure, the ascent che- 
quered with mold of different colours, and its bein|p 
ekirted by a bank, as even as if formed by art. 
They then passed by the Golden Mountain, so 
calleid from the Tartars having near it surprised a 
fleet of Moscovite vessels, said to be so richly la- 
den, that they divided the gold and silver by the 
bushel. They were scarce out of sight of this moun- 
tain, when they discovered another, called the Chalk 
Mountain, which extending forty wersts along the 
river, rijies, by an easy ascent, to the top; and at 
the foot, near the riyer, are many trees^ planted 
ehequer-wise. 
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They next eame to tl^e Moonttia of PiUtn, m 
called ffom the rocks of several colours appearing 
above the rest. Here meeting with a large barge» 
they were told by the pilot, that he had passed in 
sight of seventy Cossacks, who had suffered the 
vessek to pass by, but had in the night stole the 
lighter, for which he had paid five hundred crowns 
jto ha?e it again. The same evening, the ambassa- 
aadors saw ten Cossacks cross the river, upoa 
which Mr* Brugman, one of the ambassadors, or*- 
^ered eight musqueteers to find them out, and 
bring them on board; but the Cossacks having 
time to get into an adjacent wood,, and it being 
very la,te before the musqueteers returned, this 
eaused some dispute between the ambassador and 
the Stewart of the embassy, the latter alleging, that 
it was extremely dangerous to expose the men in 
the dark, and in an unknown plilce, where they 
nmst infallibly perish for want of timely relief; 
however, be had no other answer Uian ill language. 

On the 3d of September they came to the moun* 
tain of Kamaehinka, and a river of the same name, 
that arises out of the torrent of Uoba, which falls 
into the Don. The Cossacks, by crossing this river 
in small boats, make excursions as far as the Yolga^ 
which renders travelling very dangerous. But they 
had no sooner passed this place, than finding them- 
selves within sight of the caravan of Persia and 
Tartary, they made all the haste they could to get 
up with it, and saluted it withiour pieces of can- 
non and a volley of small arms, under the sound of 
their trumpets, which was returned by the dis* 
charge of some musquets. The chief persons be- 
longing to this caravan were a Tartarian prince, 
named Mnssal, the Persian cuptzi, a Moscovite 
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envo J sent into Persia^ aq, ambassador of Crfan Tar- 
tary, and two or three Persian merchants. They 
immediately after saw a Moscovite officer, with 
KBome strelitzers^ comii^ towards them in a boat, 
who haying saluted them with a volley of small 
arms> the officer alone came on board, to compli- 
ment them in the name of the Tartarian prince, and 
his example was soon fc^owed by the Persiam 
enptzi ; upon which the ambassadors sent two gen* 
tlemen of their retinue, with their Moscovite inter- 
preter, to the prince, and the secretary of the em- 
bassy, with the Persian interpreter, to the cuptzi, 
to return the compliment. The secretary happen^ 
ing to go to the larboard side of the ship, he was 
tcid by the cuptzi's servants, that their master's 
wife being lodged on that side, they desired him to 
^ome to the other ; which being done accordingly, 
the secretary, and his attendants, were received by 
several well dressed persons, who lifted them up by 
the arms into the ship, and conducted them to the 
cuptzi's chamber, where they found him sitting 
cross-legged, after the Persian custom, upon a 
couch, covered with the best Persian tapestry, and 
resting his back against a crimson cushion; he put 
his hands to his breast, with a low inclination of his 
]|iead, the highest mark of respect used in Persia, 
and having intreated them to sit down, which they 
eould not do in that posture, without some trouble, 
he answered their compliment in a very obliging 
manner, telling them, that how desirous soever he 
was of seeing his own country and house, he had 
conceived a much greater satisfaction at the sight oi 
their ship; adding, he hoped, that as soon as they 
entered Persia, they would be sensible of the difier- 
ence there was be^we^n the barbarity of th« Mos- 
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€OTite«» and the pcditeness of the Persiani; and 
that after his return, he would employ all his inte- 
rest to be made their mehemander, or conductor, 
that he might lay them under aU the obligations is 
his power. 

Before they left the ship, the cuptsi treated them 
with a collation served up in plate vermillion gilt^ 
consisting of several sorts of fruits and pistachios, 
dried and pickled. 

On the 4th of September, several men, whom iho 
Tartarian prince had sent to excuse his not com- 
ing to visit the ambassadors, came on board. These 
were Circassian Tartars, and he who appeared to 
be the chief, was pretty tall, oi an olive colour, 
with long greasy black hair, and his beard of the 
same colour. Over his garment he wore a black 
sheep-skin, with the woolly side outwards, with s 
cap close to his head, and had a very frightful coun-** 
tenance. The rest had black or brown coarse cloth 
coats. They were sent back loaded with brandy. 

On the 5th of September they came to the first 
branch by which the Volga discharges itself into 
the Caspian sea, and the next day came to Zariza, 
where they overtook the caravan which had got 
before them, and taking the advantage of a fkir 
wind, continued their course. The city of Zariza 
being three hundred wersts distant from Saratof, if 
situated at the bottom of a high hill, on the right 
side of the river, and is fortified vnth five bastions, 
and as many wooden towers. It has no other inha- 
bitants but the garrison, which is kept here to bri- 
dle the Cossacks and Tartars, and to serve as con- 
voys up and down the river. All the country be- 
tween Zariza and Astrachan being barren, the last 
is supplied with wheat, for Casan in such plenty. 
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tfait H in bbugkt eh€«|i€r(iiim^Afiittcoir. lAta 

ibefore* mrpn^e^ dni Ts^^shtd^tbe wiitm and viMgb- 
ters of the isoldiet^ belong^g^tke glimsaft of Za* 
nzl, W1I& keet^ltaeir tattle 4iu»e4^ I^Un iilBad it 
twelve trmts inicfn^ti. ; » v / 

Oil tfce ?th of September, the wantlief htmg 
yrety isempefstvtmsf, they advaiMed bnt ^liomlf*, vm 
ndtidi the finsbftsiador, Stagtona^ t#«k "this of^nnr^ 
tonrty to ramraen «U the servants <tf> the enbaasjf 
befofe htm, and to ^ar^ them' mtkimBMAA^dxttjr 
%hA ttfspect/ re^uiiin^ the ittwiiciaiifl^ guairiis and 
footinen, to take an dath of fidelity to bn penoii: 
to ^\M<^ ihey answered^ thilt h* had no leatoii im 
•i»peicr their Mdity, amd t3iat they veie irea^.te- 
aaciiftte their livea inhiB nervkfe;^ ^Aesitwg, ho/yi^ 
tvcT, ihat they might ^6 treated ^mtk leM rigeur 
than lie had hitherto vmid,' whiek he ^promiied; 
thi5 j^omtde^ lelg/ however, but iadifiefen^y pev<» 
fbiined* • 

fii^^e tiventing a fitdievinAi^ broligirt; tiufm'a'&dl 
five feet iii leng^th, with a Icm^ and^broad «iMmt^ libe 
1^ bill of aviiH drakes the body^ was full of while 
0iid Msdk. spots, like the skill 4!^ a tyger, esioep* 
upon the belly, which was quHe white. This fiilfr 
had a morbhiscioas taste than a salmoli. They also 
bought of hiili some ivhite fiish, whidh ^arif abovjb 
eight feet long and foar brchd, and ai^ not lutUk^ 
a stttrgeon, bat have a wider mouth and whiter 
flesh. They now caime to a second bilsneh of Ae' 
Yolga, from whence, as fares Astradian^ thecoim** 
try, on botii stdies bf the riVer, abounds iii U<fmnee,f 
the stalks ef vhich are of the tiiickness #f & man'^' 
arm, and near fiDur&et liigli/ ' 
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On Mm fth of Scptembar m Tiolent wind carrit4 
ttcift within tigiit of the little city of Tiomogw^ 
iitoated two hundlfed wertta from Ztritt, which 
hftd t>eeK then only built about nine years. The 
fomer cityof the Mme name being ntoated on tho 
•hore about half a league from theaee, where it wae 
inconvenient landings was removed to the place 
where it now stands, on a high shore on the right 
fide of the river. Its fbrtifieatiens consist of eight 
wooden towers, and a rampart fiormed of thick 
pknks. It has a garrison of four or five hundred 
streiitMrs, kept there to secure the adjacent country 
tt&m the tncurtionf of the Cossacks and Calmna 
Tartars, on which account a watch-house is erected 
at each of the four corners of the city upon high 
poles, from whence they may, without the least 
interruption, command the view of a spacious plain# 

Thqr afterwards passed by several other branches 
of the Volga, and on the 1 5th of September wuAt 
the island of Dolgoi, in which Astradum is sitittted. 
As this dty lies in that part of the Volga whick 
divides Europe from Asia, and they were now en» 
terii^ another part of the globe, they saluted it 
from the midst of the river, witii a g^ieral diacharga 
of their great gims and small shot, to the great 
iurprise of the ii^iabitants. 

The climate was here as hot as tiie weather is in 
Germany in the nudst of summer, especially when 
At wind blew to the eastward from the Volga ; baft 
the sea breeses, which blow from the south, mode^ 
ftate the heats in the hottest months. The winter 
U«te here no loiq^r than two months^ ^t is so ex» 
eeeding coM, that the river is frozen, fnd sledges 
are used upon it. 

The isle of Dolgt^ is sandy smd bcgncn, and pro^ 

tO&. VII. 1 
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inom woOmg iam Hit mOmdH^e oi huBritti! tlfiiw 
ODcejit what it mind ^l^ tiie iodustrjr «f tiit wkM^ 
btteatB in their gtadtm, Ami. some weli col iwateA 
grottndfl. The eontineat; on the right hmd^ ii lift 
Isae bsmn; but iodor the left, towardBtherirer JatlEB» 
nre r&ty good pB^bates. The onlj things yfodaeed 
hjithetietenttift aidt; lor there ere certain, ealtr 
pits, irhere the salt swime upon the iurfaee of the 
wmtm, of the thickness ef a fioger^ and is net an^ 
like our rock erjrstal; and of this there are eaeh 
]»rod%ioiis quantities, that, for the valne of a half- 
penigr«« person jnay take np forty pounds weighs 
aoe erast being nnjfomertnken off than amrther 
risesi 

The iner betveen AMraehMi mnd the Caspian 
flea» which is tweWe leagnes in extent, so abqnndi 
m fiih^ that jtb^ bought twelve large carp for two 
pence, and 200 young sturgeons for half a crown. 
Thctfe are here infill numbers of lobsters^ which 
are never eaten by the Moseovites or Tartars. The 
onmerou^ islands affi»rd an incredible number of 
wild fowl, especially wild, geese and wild duck^ 
which, the Tartars take with hawks and falcons, in 
the teeedialgi^ which they are very expert. They 
are also fond of himtii^ the wild boar, the flesh of 
which they sell to the Moseovites, their religioii 
not permitting them to eat it. 

^ha$ part of Tartary which is incloied between 
ttie rivers Volga and Jfaika, as far as the Caspian 
fiea, is tailed Nagaia; of ^is country Astrachan 
is the capital. The fruits it produces are not inferiw 
ailher in flavour w beauty to those <d Persia, eepe* 
eiKlly their nuts, apples, quinces, peaches and mcr 
Ions, of which last there is an admirable sort, of a 
delieions taate^aaid to have been first brought from 



Hift Indies; tli^ ri«i i» of ft liveljr greth, <fe palp 
rf4^:pabir cMnifttioii, and the wmI: Uaek: two or 
tliree«f iiiei^aresiM form ludf penny. OtrapesiMM 
hot Utely^trodoced; Isgr tlie mctas^of «ome Persian 
■mHohisails^iii^obranj^ tly&fiMtstilks taAstreehan,* 
wkicA wiTB' planted^ by an otd monk, m.B garden 
Kilongii^^to tbe convent In the raboibe; and the 
emrlha^^.tarted Mme of these grspof, ordered 
httt/itt 161S; to increase hisflook with all poasiliio 
dili^Aee/iKrhl^h he did m eflfeetnaUy, that at tM« 
titeo there ^vras scai^ely »'honse in the town widioat 
itt^Hkegra^^i whi^sh ^um to rach advantage to tbo 
^Whet4ptiaiiihe^ propiietof ^f the honse where the 
ambassadors lodged^ assured them> that the preeed^ 
ii^ifear the vines abont hie house bad gelded* him 
ll64eKi^tihaii a hundred trowne ; and^ l^t some yeaM 
beforo'4hiy>i^n«ed^a'tiiieyftf4^ which profbued 
MXty^pipea of e^Melient^wine in one year* 
1 :>1%e ej<y of Agtraeh^if Is snrronnded witha^rtotui 
wali» and strengthened by othef fottUosationSi Tfao 
whote^'oonipiss of the eity i# 8,€00 geometrieal feet^ 
a»ii «he ade which looks to the river is jd^«16'feet 
bfoad, afifefdkig ft fine prospect &om its many Jter^ 
nte and sleeplesi built of stone^ wliich nuAe « 
ftnandsome apf^ai-ane^r at a distance. The ImnseB; 
howet^/ftre ^^erally of wood, and but indif- 
ferently built. To keep tiieneighb<mring T^attam 
Aa awe, the ftboire ibrtifieations are said^ to contain 
lOd'fei^^bri^ ^nsi besides v^My tiK)rtars; and ft 
has'a garrison of Mrditzers, cowwting'of mine regi^ 
Hientd'Of 500 men each* 

As this'city is/in tf nialuier, the commoh^frontier 
between two jeonsiderable pi^rts of the earth, not 
only 4he Crim^ Precopense/Calmuo and Nagaiah 
Tiyttars^ tbM also the f^trsii^ even 
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Hid Installs ihemsdvei^ carry on a ^onriykrdblt^ HtMk 
thet«t, whieii makea the cosfoma af the place, tbragh 
Tery low, amcmiit to ^^000 crcywna per antMini, ' 
The natives <rf Nag^aia are netther allowed U^ 
dwell within the city, nor to hnild any ether, but 
are forced to be satisfied with living in an inelosure 
formed with palisades, without the city walk, or to 
Kve in straggling hats about the fields. Their liMi, 
which are made t»f bulnishes or canes, are round, 
and about twelve feet in diatneter ; and in the centre 
of the top have a hole, which answers the ptnrpoaa 
ef a chimney, through which passes a stick, with a 
piece of coarse cloth at the end, to faeiUtate the 
passage of the smoke; this stick they draw in aa 
so6n as the turf or cow^dung, which is their ordi« 
nwy fuel, is reduced to a live coal. During the 
cold season they cover these huts with coarse do A, 
and spend their time within doors with their wtvea 
and children, scarcely ever stirring abroad. In the 
summer season they move from place to place, and 
settle where they meet with the best pasture for 
feeding of their cattle, which failing in one place, 
they put their wives and children, with their huts 
and utensils, upon camels, oaten and horses, and 
then go to another. However, at the approach of 
winter they all retire about Astrachan, where thej 
l6dge in troops at such a distance from each other, 
#s to be in a condition to join their assistance against 
the Calmuc Tartars, and the Tartars near the river 
Jaika; for which reason the Moscovites furnish them 
with arms in the winter, which they are oUiged to 
return as soon as the rivers and roads are unthawed| 
for they are not allowed to have any arms, either 
efiensive or defensive, in the summer. These, as 
wrU na the DaghestaQ Tartars, are free fami all 



ti^ir owni;,^. tAiMcme tbetr alUgiwQO to tfetfi 
osE^ ioi)^ 9f libeir piiiMS^ ?i^ left at boBtiifftt ui 
^ esutif «f AitraohaiB. M. ' ^ ^ ^ ^ , : :^ 

Tli^ Na^aiM^ m ve^ w thti Ctipi Taitm^ aif« 
mg^oeial, lew.df iB|atiir«» inftHning ^ £al, .p£ jm 
aljgejvBpiqilrmoBb with larg0 iacet and little ejie*. 
T)ie««]LluiTe also .but iioaU beard^aodare feldpai 
wHt^vl.i^rinUei; tiiejr d^atbeir haadg^and wetf 
a ^mmtf whi<^ is a jand of easiock, cf a ooaiM 
^rey clotb^ovar ivhicb they commonly wearaliind 
of miailit, made of blaek jheeprakins, with tbt 
woo% side outwaid, aad aoip of the aagie sto£& 
Their womea, who are not disai^reeable^ are.com* 
Bioi^yt^hedii^ white liimi, wearing on their Jieada 
a scNTt of cap, wmd which haiig^ vmnj a>pee0, ot 
Moscoi4te pence. It is csostoiaary with them to 
^▼ote their children to God^.or to some imam or 
saint. Their girls they diatinguish from others by 
a ring with a niby« turquoise, or coral hanging 
at thair nostrils. The boys wear a ring in theif 
right ear. 

They are^ for the most part» Mahometans of tha 
Turkish sect; bat some profe^ss the Moscovite re^ 
ligimi. They live upon, their cattle^ and what they 
obtain by hunting and fishing. Their cattle art 
^ery lai^, and their sheep^ like those of Persia^ 
have great fat tails* which weigh twenty or' thirty 
pounds ; they are flat-nosed^ and have huging ears 
like onr apantels : tlieir horses are but small and 
ill-shaped> though they are strong and hardy. They 
have some camels* and those have g^ierally two 
bimches on their backs* They use fish dried in tha 
Sj9n instead of breads and sometimes make cak^ of 
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wmbI, nee, tiid mittet^ ^which tlMy fry m oft or 
Imiey* They eat camek or Jiorse*fledi ; wid tkeir 
innk'k water or milk^ but mare's milk iamoit 
tateemed* 

They bad no pooner anchored before the city, thaii^ 
a^ Feriian euptzi sent them a preBent of fruit, iu 
veturnfor which the ambafiadorsmade him a fse^ 
wmi. of several aorta of distilled wateny aad same 
awaetmeat8« The oext day several of the Persian 
ttenchanls came on board, and« as it is not usual for 
«iy ill. theiir eoQptry to come ^mfi^y-handed befidrft 
persons of distinction, every one of them brooght a 
pfeDtei^iif ;frait;; and our German tmveUers being 
graatty |4eaMd with their frank and oii^ilhehavkor^ 
i^er^esr being^ao loji^ troubled with the barbadty 
tfJheRuMsna, made thenr so welcome, that some. 
•^ tbemfiillairimk upon the deck, and one of them. 
wui fortadito stay outboard all niglrt« 
' On the 17th Jthe^Bemian cnptzi aent on board a 
present of very fine: rice, and a-vessd filled .with 
gariicfc» preserved afkar the Persian nuumer** Some 
of W douKSttcii,/ who brought the preaent^ and 
ware maimers, were surprised at the largmieas o£ tiia 
sbi|); aod^l^ey aU agicaad, that it would nat be fit 
fat the- 6aipiaq;i8ea, unless the masta were taken 
dlowo^ Tlie tobass^idors did not wsonder at tfa«t# 
beisgofiAkni^mpn^ asibe I^siaB ships ai-e«made 
like our EiiropMntbathti^-tttbs, and aoarcely take 
two. or three^feet of watert; 6nr whioh reason %bey 
sdAott vepdlire /ar mto the Caspm TheBer-^ 

siaw::bbki^ gene, the ambaosadMs sent a kvge 
dfiidkivg^oupy wmaiUHin gilt^ t6'the «hief governor, 
daeiri(ttgi his adinee in> • leln^ik. to tiieir: intended 
voyage; and it wMsaon a£i«^»iolved4o eontbraa 
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Oif tlie 19«h of Septenber tbey i€iit the shallop 
to fetch the Tertarian prkice, who brought another 
Tartar ptinee along with him, and a retinae of 
forty persons. He was about twenty^eight years of 
age, and had an agreeable countenance; he was of 
a merry disposition, and was richly di^ssed after the 
Moscovite fashion. He was received with the sound 
d trumpets, and a discharge ei three great guns, 
and having staid about two hours in the ambassa^ 
dors eabm, and taken a view of the diip, was con- 
ducted back in the same manner, after his refusing 
to taste the collation prepared for him. 

The Persian cuptzi having, at the ambasMdom 
invitation, promised to pay them a visit on board 
their vessel, came accordingly two days after, in 
company with a rich Persian merchant and a prifta£ft 
He was received in the same manner as the Tartar 
prince, and treated with a very fine collation and 
music, after which the Persians made their bautboya 
and timbrels play several tunes. 

On the 32d, in the morning, the governor sent 
the ambassadors a present of twenty flitches of bacon, 
twelve large fishes dried in smoke, a barrel of ca« 
viar, m t<m of beer, and another of mead; and the 
ambassadors the same day desiring leave to come on 
9bme, and to have some horses, to visit the Tartar 
prince, the governor very obligingly sent them to the 
river-side the next day, from whence the ambai- 
aadors being conducted to an apartment prepared 
for them on purpose without the city, they walked 
to the prince's lodgings, where he received them 
in the court, and conducted them into an i^Murtment 
richly hung, where they found Alexis, a Moscovite 
envoy, and an ambassador from the Crim Tartars. 
A fine collation of fruit was prepared for them, and 
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they ha^ great plenty ^ "irtne, beer, mejid ted 
Irandy, the gOTemorH trampets saunding aU tiM 
,tiiiie. When the health of the czar and the dnke 
<Hr Holstein were dranic, the prince presented tlii 
tup standing, even to the pages. In the mean timt 
Aieids, the Moscotite entoy, entertained Hne ann 
bassadors with the great qualities, and extraordinary 
irank of this Tartarian prince, observing, that his 
sister was to be married to the king of Persia. 

A fbw days after the cuptzi invited the ambassa^ 
^ors to an entertainment. They were condncted 
with their attendants to a house he had borrowed 
of the governor, opposite to which he had hired 
another^ where a scaffbld was erected, covered with, 
tapestry, on which his hautboys and timbrels played 
from the time of the ambassadcnrs coming til! their 
departure. The cuptzi met them in the court, from 
whence he conducted them through two rooaoft 
hung with rich Turkish and Persian tapestry, and 
into a third hung with gold and silver brocade. In 
all the rooms the tables and seats were, for the 
convenience of the ambassadors, placed after the 
European manner. The tables were covered witS 
satin or tafiety, and loaded with a variety of fruits 
and preserves, as grapes, peaches, apricots, melont, 
almonds, pistachios, and several Indian fmits pre* 
served with sugar and honey. Soon after the Per- 
sian and Polish ambassadors, who were travelling 
to the court of Moscovy, came in, having over their 
own habits rich robes presented them by the king 
of Persia, and each a gold cross hanging upon the 
Ibtreast. As they were well versed in the Latin, Spa- 
tiish, Italian and French languages, their company 
was extremely agreeable. The entertainment, ac- 
cording to Ihe custom of Persia, began with fruits 



4UA fMt^rm; in two iioan time Ubie mett vfU^ 
immgbt ^ in burjge silver disli^ filled \nth rice o£ 
%iMefil idkmrs, and u|Km that taiiMs torts of meat 
boiled and roasted, as beef, tautton, tame fowl, wild 
•dhicks^ fish, &c. which were very well dressed. 

As 4he Pjeraians make no use of knives at table, 
Iheiritooks always cat ^eir meat, ready for eating, 
hi small pieces. Each table has a carver, who takes 
the meat out of the ^reat dijshei in which it is 
brought up, and fills some lesser ones with three or 
&UC sorts of meat, so that each dish might servo 
two or three people. The drink was beer, mead, 
and brandy, of which little was drank till the lattejr 
end of the feast, when the cups began to go merr 
r%-fmind; -and the wKole was concluded with a 
lil^ pMcelain^ vessel filled .with a hot blackish 
liquor, called kahawa. In short, they were enter-* 
taiqied with as much civility as if they had been in 
<q3y part oJL Europe. , , . 

Ou the Stth the ambassadors, with some of their 
retinoe^r took a walk round the city, towards tho 
iparters of the Tartars, in order to view their haM-^ 
tationa. They observed that the people did not 
thrash their com, but trod it out by oxeuand hoikd; 
and that every hut had its hawk or falcon. 

On the 30th of September the governor of thk 
city sent the ambassadors a present of gingerbread^ 
knd the juic« of gooseberries madf^ into a paste, or 
rjpUs^ It was of a sharp and pleasant tasie, and 11 
frequently used by the iVf oj^covites in their sauces. 
The next day the. secretary of the embassy, witll 
two other gentlemen, were ordered to attend tha 
^vemor on business. He, gave them a favourabli 
reception^ and made them ^It downbyhiifa; but^ 
b^ofe he would give thieih 4n anirwer, c<anphine4 

YOL. YIU K 
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<^ tlie m Gonchicl 0i the unbtsiader Bngwmt 
vho had used very^eirUmg laBgoage UyHie fm^ 
toff, without regxri to his ^piality, as the servant 
of the cz&r> to whom he ought to have complained, 
or to those who represented him at Astrachan. 
But added very obligingly, that though it was. his 
duty to make th^se r^nonstrances, he would no^ 
impute it to the wh<de retinue, but would give them 
their dispatches, which he accwdingly did. 



CHAP- lY* 

The ambassadors arrWe at the citjof Terl^i; are entertained 
by a Tartarian princess; narrowly escape destruction in a 
violent storm. Description of the province of Scliirwan, and 
the Tillags of NHttsbath: vi»t the tombs of two Persian saintst 
nud^ their pobUc entry into Scaawichle. Ceremoniefi nsed 
by the Armenians at the baptism of the cross ; and by the 
Persians, at the festifal of the prophet Hall; description of 
the city of Scamachie, and the adjacent country* 

Having, taken in a supply of biseutt^ been 
t^renty fiit oxen^ and some barrels of salt-fish^ they 
hired some Tartar^ who promised to go before them 
in boats, to conduct them over the shoals at the 
mouth of the Volga* They left Astrachan on the 
10th of October, but wrere soon after driven to the 
shore, where they were visited by a prince of Tar-* 
tary, who had a graceful person, and who presented 
them with a sheep and a barrel of milk. 
, On the 13th they were fcnrced to anchor near a 
puall round moui^in, fifteen vrersts from Astrachan; 
and from the great number of snakes they saw there; 
^y called it the Snaky Mountain^ It was covered 
yfntix caper*trees, and the herb aempervivum, or 
lw«se*lee)^ qf seveial kinds: the a^jai^st phua 
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9&Mikithe most lie If^htihl prospect Itrtlie wotUI« 
They afterwards passed bj many islands covered 
with Imiftes, canes and osiers; they saw a great 
many dog-fish, and a kind of cormorants larger 
tiian swans, with their bills aboye a foot and a half 
long, two fingers broad, and forked at the end. 
Gnder thenr bills they have a bag of skin, which 
they can contract, or extend to such a size, that it 
will contain three gallons of water; and this they 
use as areservatory for the fish they take, till they 
can swaUow them. The ambassador Crasius after-* 
wards shot one of them upon the Caspian Sea, which 
was two ells and a half between the extremities of 
1h$ wings, and seyeii feet from the head to the feet. 

On the 15th they reached the mouth (^the Volga, 
which is full of small islands, that abound with 
canes and reeds. The passages between these islanda 
being shallow water, they were reduced to great 
danger, and were seven days in advancing four 
leagues. At length, finding the Moscovite pilot 
very ignorant, and the n|aps of the Caspian Sea 
they had brought along with them entirely false^- 
ihtf addressed thfe colonel of the stfelitzer^, desiring 
him to furnish them with an able pilot. He came 
on board and being well treated, promised to semi 
such a pUot as they might confide in ; but no sooner 
returned to his own i^ip than he set sail, without 
fulfilling his promise. They therefore applied to 
the master of the Pernan ship, who, notwithstand* 
mg his being owner of all i^e goods in the vessel^ 
freely came on boards aD4 8t^er§4 them into tetf 
feet water. 

On the 30th of October they^ as soon as it was 
Ught, discovered the country of Circassia, which^- 
•xtendli^ from the south- west to the north-east. 
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Mrth, bbt go contrived, that it eqaaiiimiUmm tbey 
might fee a nmmber of niches vaolted, and adorned 
cither with rich beds, with silk or cott<m counter- 
panes, or filled with pieces of Persian tapestry, 
coverlets wrought with gold and silk, and large 
chests, covered with the same rich stuffi. Under 
t^e ceiling hung two rows of wooden and earthen 
dishes, and on the pillars which supported the edi- 
fice were hui^ scymeters, quivers and arrows, of 
the best kind. The prince's mother sat in a chair* 
She was about forty-five years of age, tall, majestic^ 
and (^ a good countenance* She was wrapt up in 
a black night-gown lined with sables; behind on 
her neck hung an ox's bladder Ml blown, wound 
about with a rich scarf, embroidered with g^ld and 
silk ; and about her neck she had another scarfs 
both ends of which hung down upon her shoulders. 
▲ woman who attended her, had also an ox's blad-» 
der, which they afterwards understood to be tho 
badge of widowhood. On her right hand stood 
her three sons, the two youngest of whom could not 
be distinguished by their dress from the most in^ 
considerable person o£ the country. Behind these 
jTOuths were several servants, whose £ices being 
torn with their nails, still bore the marks of mourn- 
ing for the death of her eldest son, who had been 
lately executed at Moscow; and on her left hand 
stood several aged Tartars, who were offioers of 
the court. 

After the princes had returned the compliment 
made by the ambassadors, a collation of fruit was 
brought in upon a little table. The gentlemen 
ui^d the princes to sit down with them ; but they 
excused themselves, by alleging the custom of the 
eountiy, which did not allow of their sitting i^ihn 
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intwttee ^tiieir nfother. After iht cotklian, the 
pvMcess^ and the rest of those y^fho were present, 
took pertieular notice of the gentlemen's clothes ; 
and then the princess herself, and each of the three 
princes, presented them aJarge cnp of spiritous li- 
qnor, extracted out of millet, and as strong as bran* 
dy : the princes also did the same to the servants. 
Meanwhile they saw a door suddenly open behind 
the princess, at th(^ entrance of which appeared se- 
veral women, and among the rest the princess's 
daughter, who was betrothed to the sophi of Persia. 
She was about sixteen years of age, very handsome, 
and of a dear complexion, to which the blackness 
of her hair added no small lustre. These ladies were 
«o curious to see the clothes of these German gen- 
^men, that they pushed one another backwards 
from the door, which, at the first wink from the 
princess, was shut ; but they soon opened it again 
to take a full view of them, and calling one of the 
servants, seemed much delighted with his dress, and 
eten made him draw hi^ sword, in order to view the 
blade ; but a Persian eunuch, who had been sent to 
carry the young princess into Persia, happening to 
COme> the door was immediately shut, and the gen* 
tlemen took their leave of the princess and her 
sons, in order to take a view of the city. The houses 
there are low and mean, being made of boughs of 
irees, plaistered over with earth or clay. The men 
are generally strong-limbed, of a tawny complexion, 
but not so broad-faced as the Nagaian Tartars, 
Their hair is black land long; but they shave from 
the forehead to the neck, about the breadth of ap 
inch, leaving, just at die crown, a lock which falls 
down behind. Their clothes are like those of the 
i^her Tartars who inhabit these parley only their 
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odotlbi^ which are leit^er of tdie^skins » Wf)r 
Wsrse clbth/are somewhat larger : fliey are ^t^ned 
at the neok wHh a string, and^^s they are tM scanty 
to covOT the MihxAe body, they torn them, so as to 
fhteld them from the wmd and rain. The womeb 
-are handsome and well shaped, having a clear com- 
pleltion, and an agreeable bloom in their efaeek^. 
'They never cover their faces, and their black hair 
hangs down in two tresses on both sides. They wear 
black caps upon their heads, which they cover with 
a fine piece of calico, or linen cloth, tied mider the 
^hin. All the women they met were clothed only 
in a kind of smocks or fVocks, which were green 
yellow, or bine, and the bosom cut so deep before, 
that these gentlemen could easily see below th^ 
navel* They appeared very familiar, stopped thfe 
gentlemen to examine their dress, and though some 
of the retinue, under the pretence of handling their 
tiecklaces, which were of amber, copper or tin, 
dipped their hands into their bosoms, they did not 
teem in the least ofiended. They have, notwith* 
*d;anding, the reputation of being very virtuous, and 
tme <^ the oiBcers belonging to the retinue, after- 
wards becoming familiarly acquainted with erne of 
the women, who was very handsome, made trial ct 
her chastity, but found it impregnable. 

As to the religion of these people, though they 
tise some Mahometan ceremonies, and in particular 
circumcision, they have neither the koran, priest^ 
noir mosques, and may properly be termed pagans* 

Having received advice, thftt the convoy of cameb 
tnd mules vrere returned into Persia, the ambassa- 
dors tesolved to contiiuie their voyage by sea, upon 
which the Tartarian princess sent them a present of 
two $hit(spp fiftjr pnllets, and other provisions; they 
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b«d alM a fyreieat of beer, mead, and a sheep sent 
them by the high chancellor of M<^otj. In the 
afternoon of the same day, prince Mussal came oft 
board to bid them farewel, brining along with him 
Tartarian Myrse, a brother to the prince of Tarktt 
Hi Daghegtan. His habit, which was like that of the 
rest of the Tartars, was only a coarse cloth cloak 
oyer his old clothes; his countenance sufficiently 
discovered his natural fierceness, and his behaviour 
was in all respects answerable to it. He refused to 
arise, like the rest of the company, when the czar'i 
health was drank ; and being admonished by prince 
Mussal to consider what country he was in, an« 
swered, that he knew not whether he had not aS 
much right to it as the grand duke, reproaching 
Mussal, that with all his fine clothes, he was np 
more than a slave, while he, in his rags, was a sove* 
reign prince, and acknowledged no superior but 
God, and then absolutely refusing to drink the 
ezar's health, went away. His servants, however, 
found means to take a silver spoon and a knift 
with them. 

In the mean while the governor sent the ambas« 
sadors a present of a hundred pieces of hung beef, 
one of mead, a cask of wine, and another of vinegar, 
with some cakes of gingerbread, and some commoa 
bread. 

On the 10th of November they set sail, directing 
their course towards Derii>ent, and about noon dis* 
covering a bark, which hovered about at a distance, 
the ambassador Brugman ordered a great gun to 
be fired, which made her bring to. She proved a 
vessel ladell with fruit, the master of which hap-* 
pened to be brother to the Persian pilot; and find* 
ing him among a arrange sort of peofio^ bvake oirt 
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into drendfal lanleiitatiomi thinking himself toi 
his brother past nil redetnptioti ; not could be per- 
waded of the contrary, ttU his brother gave him % 
circumstantial account of the reason of these stran^' 
gers being here, when he took the courage to enter 
the ship with a present of apples, pears, quincea 
and nuts, and sold a considerable number of very 
large apples, at the rate of four- pence a hundred. * 
They soon after came to an island, called by the 
Persians Tzenzenii It is three leagues in lengthy 
and is extremely barren and sandy* Here they cast 
anchor, and staid twenty-four hours; but contino-^ 
ing their voyage, on the llUi met with a violent 
tempest, when furling their sails> the ship drove 
before the wind. They had two boats, besides the 
shallop, which were soon swallowed up by the 
waves, and the shallc^ followed not long after^ 
The ship, which was only of fir, receiving many 
shocks on the sand-banks, opened on all sides, and 
the^ were forced to be without intermission at the 
pump. While they were in this distress, they dis^ 
covered the mountain of Derbent, about tenleague^ 
off, and the violence of the tempest being some- 
what abated, they hoisted their sails, in or^er to 
run the ship aground ; but the wind blowing from 
the north-west, they were forced beyond the city 
of Derbent, where no harbour was to be founds 
the rocks extending six leagues into the sea. They, 
however, in the afternoon of the I3th, came to ai% 
anchor before the vilkge of Niasabath, and the 
next mornings when the tempest was somewhat 
abated, they, after firing their great and small 
guns, as signals of distress, without receiving any 
hopes of relief, began to make a kind of flat-bot* 
tomedboat^ofdealbMxds; bat at this instant twfi 
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Itoats vrert seasonaUj sent bj ibe magittrate of 
the Tillage to their assittance. They brought a 
p^gent of apples^ and the persons having compli- 
mented the ambassadors in the^name of the magi-* 
strate, exhorted them to convey their valuable 
effects into the boats, and to go along with them, 
before the tempest arose again, as they feared it 
would; 

The ambassadors took their advice, and went in 
tiie boats with "part of their retinue, and some of 
tlie s(rfdiers and <^lcers, leaving their steward, the 
secretary of the embasiy, and other of their own 
officers in the ship, intending to send the boats 
back to fetch them, after they themselves were 
knded. The magistrate waited on horseback at 
the sea- side for their coming; but scarce had the 
ambassadors set foot on the Penian shore, when 
the tempest increased with such violence, that it 
was absolutely impossible to send back the boats, 
so that the unhappy persons on board found them- 
selves in the utmost danger of being wrecked. 
They had the misfortune to find, that they dragged 
their anehor, and that they were forced a quarter- 
of a league from the place where the ambassadors 
left the ship ; upon which they cast out two other 
anchors, but both these and the rudder were lost 
by eleven at night. All the hopes they had left 
were now in their biggest anchor, which still held: 
but the ship drawing water on all mdes; and the 
pump beconung useless, the seam^i, who were tired 
out with labour and watching, earnestly entreated 
the secretary to consent to their cutting the rope, 
which he for some time refused; bat soon after, the 
main and mizen*masts being carried overboard, he; 
eonsented, and the ship vias run aground near the 
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|»laoe wh^re the ambasiaddrs and the reit of tbe^ 
friends impatiently. expected them. 

The country where they were cart ashore was at 
this time covered with an agreeaUe verdure, and 
thus continued till the middle of December, the 
soil being extremely fertile, and producing great 
quantiti^ of rice, wheat and barley. They indeed 
make but little hay, which is only used for the con^ 
venience of travellers, as the cattle are kept abroad 
$Xl the year round. This province, which is named 
Schirwan, produces a great number of vines, which 
are planted all along the hedgei^ and fastened i» 
the trees. It has also vart quantities of wild fowl, 
especially pheasants ; there are hares in abundance, 
with two kinds of foxes, one like those of Europe, 
Imt the other have wool inrtead of hair, with wi^ 
bellies, black ears, and tails that are not so large at 
those of our foxes : these last run in herds in the 
night time about the villages, and make a doleful 
noise. The inhabitants use buffaloes instead of 
horses, and make them draw in the same manner; 
diey feed them with fenugreek, which they sow, 
and cut green, herb and seed together, and thna 
give it to them to eat. Their cows milk produces a 
cream of two fingers thick, of which tiiey make 
great plenty of excellent butter; but they make dl 
tiieir cheese of sheep's milk. 

The village of Niasabath consists only of fifiteea 
or sixteen poor houses, scattered up and down. 
They are built of clay, and exactly sqi^re, with 
flat roofs covered with turf, so that a man may c<m« 
venieutly walk upon them. But notwithstanding 
the mean appearmice of these houses on the outside^ 
some ^ them were handsome enough within, and 
^e floors covered with tapestry; but the village 



heimg too umII to costam all tlie i^Mpfe Mm^^iil^ 
to the retiniie, the j pitched their tentf near thm 
•mbae«adar-s laggings : they vere here oUiged to 
be cm^tented with .eating mouldy fcraps of bread 
foand in tiie ship» and with drinking the aiitddjr 
wator of an adjaeent torreni. 

On the 19th of NevMahei the governor of Dei^ 
bent aent two persons^ wdldreiaed^ to eomptinient 
the ambaisadors i^on their arrlTal in Peraia* and 
to make them a present of two horsei^ two ocech^ 
twdve sheep* twenty poUets^ three pitchers of winew 
one {Hteher id water, two panniers of apples* and 
three sa<^s of wheat flour; but the governor's let- 
ter nKnIioning only <me horse* and the ainbasBadnr 
Bmgman finding his not so good as the other* ah* 
solutdy refused to aecept of it* though the peirsosis 
who brmigfat them acdemnly protMted* tlust this 
mistake was occasioned by the governor *s supposing 
there had been but one ambassador; bat that Ihej, 
being informed by the way that there were two^ 
had brought the best horM they could get, frm 
tiie opinion that the governor would approve of it; 
yet notwithstanding all their excuses* Mr. Brug«* 
man persisted in his resolution* and* contrary to tho 
ei»toms both of Perna and Moscovy* sent these 
persons back without any presento; which was so 
highly resented by the governor* that he ever 
aftw dfil the ambassadors all the ill ofllces hi hta 
power. 

On the 33d <^ November the ambassadors sent 
one of their retinue* with a Persian interpreter* to 
Seamachie* to give notice of their arrival to the 
khan* or govemco^^eneral* of the province of Schir* 
wan* and to desire him to fiirntsh them vrith every 
thing nKessary tor continuing their journey; \mi 
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^he g^Temor hating before receiyed intelKgieiiee <tf 
their arrival^ had immediately dispatched a mehe- 
mander, or conductor^ \irho in Persia supfdies the 
ti&ee of the Moscovite pristaffs; but the gentle- 
men who were sent were not so fortunate as to meet 
him. The mehemander arrived on the 39th of No- 
irember, richly dressed^ and extremely well mount* 
ed, his horse's harness being embroidered with gold 
and turquoises. He made the ambassadors a very 
Handsome and obliging compliment, and offered 
them his utmost assistance while they continued 
under his conduct, which was to be as far as Sea- 
wachie; upon which they treated him and his reti« 
nue vnth some fruit and brandy, entertained him 
with their music, and discharged some of their 
l^eat guns, with which he was so well pleased, 
tiifft he no sooner returned to his lodging, than he 
sent them a present of five sheep, three pitchers of 
wine, and some pomegranates. 

The messengers returned with advice, that meet'* 
mg with the khan at some' distance from the city, 
he had given them a very kind reception, assuring 
them that he had already dispatched a meUemander 
to ccmduet and provide for the ambassadors ; add* 
ing, that he had been informed that their retinae 
consisted of three hundred persons, but that if they 
had twice the number they diould be very welcome; 
and that he longed to see them. He then inquired 
concerning the quality and temper of the ambas* 
isdors, and their manner of life. 

The first effects they felt from the governor of 
Derbent's displeasure was his denying them a suffi- 
eient number of cattle for the prosecution of their 
journey, which obliged them to send back their me^ 
hemander tp Scamachie, to procure Bome from 
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AeBee, and this foceed tli^m to ftay near a moDth 
at the Tillage of Niasabath. 

On. the 9th, of December tiie Tartar prince of 
Tarku, vfhom they had seen near Terki, came to 
pay them a visit, in company with his brother imd 
a reti^ne of twenty persons, and the next day h^ 
sent them a present of an ox, some i^eep, and two 
large panniers of apples.; in retnm for which the 
ambassadors presented him with some ells of cloth 
and satin, a vessel of brandy, a roll of tobaceo, and 
a barrel of gun-powder of eighty pounds weighs 
which he most earnestly desired. What gave the 
ambassadors the highest satisfaction at this time^ 
was the return of their mehemander, who bronght 
them the agreeable news, that within fifteen days 
they should be provided with cattle and carriages 
sufficient for their journey. Accordin^y, a few days 
after, some camels and horses arrived, the rest being 
delayed by the falling of the snow, which ren- 
der^ the roads slippery ; the camels, whose hoofs 
are not so fiat as those of other beasts, cannot travel 
in the mow without much hazard, and this obliged 
the ambassadors to stay ten days longer, during 
whidi Mr. Brugman, notwitluitanding the remon* 
strances of the Persians, very imprudently caused 
flome. pieces .of timber, that were brought by tho 
sophi's orders to t^e sea-side, for the building of 
shipS|[.to be. cut in pieces, to make carriages for the 
artillery. 

On the 21st of December, two mehemanders, ono 
from Schaoiacfaie, and the other fcom Derbent, 
brou^t fiwrty eamek, thirty waggoM drawn by buf^ 
faloes, and eighty horses, when the baggage being 
loaded and s^t before^ with part of the retinue, 
) tk^n ware but sixty horses left for ninety-four per» 
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fWi; Mmeof fte usmnU lad guards were tktn* 
fore obliged to travel en foot. Tliey pvoceeded to 
the «oiithvnrdt along the coast of tke Caspian Sea. 

The first place at which they lodged was a vil- 
lage called Mordora, fear leagues from Nia8abarlh« 
The houses, which are round, like those of the Taar^ 
tars, were built of oziers and canes. They spent the 
night very ill for want of fuel^ this village lyii% in 
the siidst of fens. The many springs about this 
place send forth their waters with such violence, 
that they never freeze, and the brooks which flow 
from them are fiill of swans, whose down is gathered 
for the sophi's beds. The inhabitants, who are called 
Padiirs, use a peculiar dialect, which partakes both 
of the Persian and Turkish tongue. They are Ma^ 
hometans, and partly of the Turkish sect, accom-* 
panied with some odd superstitions : thus they ne- 
ver cut their meat after it is dressed, until it if 
almost cold, and if any one happens to breatiio 
or blow upon it, they cast it away as impure. 

On the seciHid day after they left Niasabath^ tho 
tnehemander brought them twenty horses more, 
whoi leaving part of their useless baggage befaindu 
the whole retinue mounted on horseback, and tra^ 
veiled to a very handsome village, called Tachousip , 
and having proceeded three leagues farther, cam^ 
to the mountain of Barmaeh, where they lodged 
that night in a caravanseta. These edifices are bnilt 
in the deserts of Persia, within a day's journey of 
each other, for the accommodation of travellers. 
This was an ancient square structure, of freestone, 
about forty paces each way, and here they staid all 
the following day. 

On the 86th of December they left Barmaeh, tho 
sun then c«sting a greater heat than it does with us 
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M May; TM htggttge %oilk ihe way tlirmi^ fhb 
pi^R^ Icmar^s Bakcije ; but tike anbafsadors, with 
tiie rert ^ the company cm horseback, proceeded 
tinrough the mountamfl, and 9tai4 tiiat night «t the 
▼ilhi^ of Chatrega, where they met with most ex« 
celleRt fruit and honey, but the water was muddy 
and attnking. 

On the S7th they travelled to the tillage of Pyr- 
itoaraas, famous for the sepulchre of two Perman 
ifttnts, one of whom is named Seid-Ibrahim. This 
sepulchre is surrounded with walls, and has two 
courts, like a castle ; but though the ambassadors 
were very desirous of taking a view of it, they were 
only permitted to enter the first court, in which 
were many square stones 'Set up on the end, they 
being the tomb-stones of private persons. Our au^ 
thor, however, having an extraordinary curiosity 
to obtam a sight of tbis tomb, got into the first 
court ; from thence, under pretence of making some 
inscriptions in his book, he got into the second, 
wbere he found many other mseriptions, in the 
copying of which he bestowed about half an hour; 
when, perceiving that the Persians took no farthet 
iiotSce of him, he ventured to draw a woodeik pin, 
with which the door that leads into the edifice wai 
fastened, and immediately entering it> found many 
arched apartments. In the first was a tomb, inclosed 
wilbin ah iron grate, just oj^site to the door ; it 
was about two feet high, and had as many steps to 
get up to it. On the left hand he observed a door 
thaf led mto a large and very Itghtsonie gallery, the 
walls of which were extremely white, and the floor 
covered with rich tapestry. In another apartment, 
on the right hand wbich was vaulted, he saw eight 
high iombs; and througli this passed into anotiber 
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ymxH, where was tlie gepulchre of Seid-Ibrahim, 
whose tomb, which was two feet above the g^ronnd^ 
was covered with a carpet of yellow damask. At the 
bead and feetj and also on each side, were? several 
wax candles in brass candlesticks, and many lamps 
hung down from the roof of the yault. Thus our 
author satisfied his curiosity, without receiving any 
prejudice from the superstition of the people. 

About two musket shot to the east of the same 
village is a very sumptuous sepulchre in a rock^ 
belonging to a Persian saint named Tiribabba, said 
to be the master of Seid-Ibrahim. Both these placea 
are famed for the many pilgrimages made thither 
by the Persians* Here seyeral chambers, niches and 
holes, are formed within the rock, in which the pil- 
grims take up their lodging, and perform their de- 
votions ; but some of these are so high that they can- 
not get up to them without ladders of twelve or fif- 
teen feet in length. Our author, and two others, made 
a shift, however, to get up to the top of the rock« 
where they found spacious rooms, :and several niches 
cut within the rock, to serve for beds ; but what 
most suprised them was their finding, upon the very 
top, a vault, which, as well as the places about it» 
seemed as if the rock was made up of sand and 
muscle-shells. 

The inhabitants <^ the village g£ Pyrmaraas ab- 
stain from drinking all sorts of wine, for fear of de- 
filing those holy places; and it ia observable, that 
near the sepulchre of Seid-Ibrahim, is a large w^ 
tern fifty-two feet in length, and twenty feet in 
breadth, inclosed by a waU of free-stone, where the 
inhabitants keep their snow and ice. 

On the 29th the khan sent to inform the ambas^ 
sadors.that they might make their entrance into 
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iScamachie that day; but Just ai they were ready 
to take horse, a messenger arrived to intreat them 
to stay at Pyrmaraas till the next ; and to show 
that this was not done with any sinister design, he 
Brought a present of wine, pomegranates, apples^ 
pears, quinces and chesnuts, and for each of the am- 
bassadors a very fine horse, with all its furniture. 
This delay, it was afterwards found, proceeded from 
Ihe khan's astrologer, who had told him, that it wai 
no fortunate day for receiving of strangers. 

The next morning, however, they mounted on 
horseback, in order to make their entrance into the 
city, which was at the distance of three leagues. 
When they had proceeded about a league, they 
were met by a messenger, who bid them welcome, 
and told them that the khan would come in person 
to receive them without the city, and afterwards 
march in front of the cavalcade. Within a league 
of the city they met with thirty gentlemen, who 
having taken a view of them, returned, and soon 
after they met with one hundred more, who opened 
on both sides to let them pass through. About two 
musket shot farther, they met with another troop 
of horse, among whom were twelve persons who had. 
turbans, pointed at the top, to show that they werp 
of the posterity of the prophet Hali. These, salut* 
iiig the ambassadors with a low inclination of the 
head, bade them welcome^ and having kept them 
company for half a league^ there appeared, to the 
right, a body of five hundred horsemen, and being' 
told that the khan and his calenter, or lieutenant," 
were among them, in person, and that the open 
fields were more proper for the ceremonies used at 
the reception of ambassadors than the high road,^ 
which was dirty, they proceeded directly towards 
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the khan, Mfho waited upon aa emioeiice for tlieic 
coming', and advanced towards them, as soon as be 
perceived them torn that way. He had on his righi 
band a guard of six men, armed with gilt bows and 
arrows, and as many on his left with muskets, and 
was attended by a numerous retinue of gentlemeiir 
on horseback, all dressed in brocade, with mantle* 
and caps embroidered with gold and silver. Beings 
come near the ambassadors, he, contrary to the cut^ 
tom of Persia, took one, and then the other by the 
band, and ordering wine to be poured into a silver 
vessel, drank to the ambassadors, who pledged hiia 
twice. The calenter and the Moscovite envoy al* 
ready mentioned, who was now with the khan, also 
bid them welcome, by giving them their hands. 

As they marched along, the German and Persiai^ 
music led the way, consisting of trumpets, haut- 
boys, timbrels, cornets, tabors and brass instru* 
ipents called kerrenai, which was eight feet long, 
and two feet in diameter at the end. They had not 
proceeded far when the khan ordered a halt, and 
drank again to the ambassadors, and while they 
were pledging him, a jester diverted the company 
by singing, playing with castagnets, and throwing 
bimself into a thousand ridiculous postures* Withii^ 
a quarter of a league of the city, they were met by. 
a body of two thousand Armenian foot, divided into 
five regiments, distinguished by their colours and 
music, which consisted of pipes and two brass ba- 
sons struck against each other. Here another bait, 
was made for the ambassadors to drink, and at the 
city gate they were met by another band of music. 

The khan, having invited the ambassadors to 
supper, would have them cross the court on horse* 
back^ to the very entrance of his apartments; but 
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«be reit of bb^ r^tiMe a^igiited at tiie Mitt, grtt^ 
Aa the.fl)9f>n» oi aU the apftrtjwQti w?re e^^rered iriUa 
vidi oa? p«4a^ the Peraaoa t^ak off Iktir diMi be* 
fare jbbay went iiv but tli« smbaMado^ and tbeitf 
tjftixmf^ wer# ea^dibeted mtliieir boots, tbfou^ tbiaa 
baadsoma looms, into a Mmptnoni and ofaeiMia 
baU, the waUfl of whicb ware hmg witji i^iatiaci 
Quaked ^uresi, Raumd a foitntain, which waaiii 
the niddla of th« hall^ «4vOod flayeralftilves fiaggopvi 
aad bottlf^ of wke U> aQol» and several tabka wcm 
ftirn»hed wUh aU 9orte of oomenraiL Op|KM9i(e to 
the fou^tain^ the ambassadors, were eompUmeoted 
with seats made after the European fashion; tha 
khan eauamg one of them to sit at hU right hand« 
and the other at hi^ left. Upon the ground sat the 
palefttar, thekhan.'s satrologer» physician^ and 
ather persons, of distinction. The gentleiaeB, and 
others of the retinae^ were |4aAed oa the jQoor^ on 
(he othctr s^e of the hall, wh^le the musicians stood 
direetly i^iposlte to the khaq, and contani^ {day-* 
ing as long as the entertainment lasted; and nea« 
the door stood several lusty young men* dressed: iis 
brocade, with thek bows and arrows in a shootii^ 
pasture. Every one preseat stood with his back 
to the company; a custom c^wtaiutly obsQfVed u^ 
all assemblies in Persia. 

Many small tables^ filled with fruit and con* 
serves, were first brought in, and two pi^as warn 
amplpyed in fiUing winf ro^pd to aU ^ eompaiiy. 
After some time these were removed, and the like 
tables^ covered with fine paiiited calico^ placed in 
their stead, to serve the meat upon. Aboutan boof 
afterip the meat being taken away, some other con- 
sarvas were served. u|^ and these tables being soon 
«amafi^sveat^piai:ea.«f.linwiiwbi<;h wer^to^ri 
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fwer liie piirpooe of tableM^lofts, were spread up<m 
tbe floor cm the tepestry. At supper the earrei^came 
in with a great wooden diih full of pieces of a thin 
baked ^pt^ste, three feet in lengthy and as many in 
breadth, one of whieh he gave to each of the com- 
pany instead of k napkin. The meat was then 
brought in large pewter dishes, which being set in 
Ae middle of the hall, the carver kneeling down 
ant it into jneces, and divided it into little dishes, 
one of which was served to every person in compa- 
ny, each of whom had a pot standing by him, to 
^>it in, and to hold bones, parings and cores of 
fruit. 

. As the governor's palace vras seated upon the as- 
cent oi a hill, they had the view of a vast number 
of lamps, vrhich, in obedience to the khan's orders, 
were put up in all the houses of the city ; and the 
khan^ being desirous of letting the ambassadors see 
Ms dexterity in shooting, showed them a lamp, 
which he struck out twice successively with a mus- 
ket shot. In shwt, he at length conducted the am- 
bassadors into a room that had fire in it, where he 
again entertained them with conserves, wine and 
toindy, of which last a Persian of quality took so 
nmeh, that he was the next day found dead in hii 
bed. The company parted about midnight, and the 
ambassadors, with their retinue, were lodged among 
the Armenians. 

On the 6th of January the ambassadors, at the 
khan's invitation, went to see the ceremonies used 
by the Armenians at the consecration of the holy 
water, or the baptism of the cross. This feast is also 
celebrated by the Moscovites, and some other 
Christians. It was performed without the city, mass 
being first said, with much the same ceremonies at 
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are used by tlie RoaMA Cc^Mitief m Soitpe; after 
vrhieh a ieraMA was pieapbed by their biAop^ at 
the Arq^cniiM cbapelf at which the ambaMaidma 
were present^ . 

, The Armeniaiift havtog^ by the khan'g order^ 
brought fifteen hcnrses for the gentlemea of the re* 
tinue, they rode pa the. river aide, half a league from 
the city^ while the people, flocking thitiier from 
all parts, went in procession with pictures, crossea 
and banners, under a guard of a strcmg party of sol* 
diers, to protect them against the insults of the Ma* 
hometans. The khan had caused a tent, very richly 
iiirnished, to be pitched opposite to the palace, 
where the ceretoony was to be performed ; and a 
collation was ordered to be got ready. On hii left 
hand wap the Moscovite envoy, with many other 
gentlemen; and on his right hand, the ambassa* 
dors, and the chief of their retinue, who being 
seated, the khan ordered the Armenians to begin 
their ceremonies, which they accordingly did, by 
reading at the. river side, while four men jumped 
in naked, and swam about for some time, to open 
the waters, which were a little froi/cn. A spaniel 
happening to leap in after them, greatly delighted 
the Persians, who, considering the dog as an un* 
clean creature, were glad to see these ceremoniee 
thus defiled. After the bishop had co^inued read-> 
ing for an hour, s^nd the assembly had given over 
singing and playing on timbrels, he poured a little 
consecrated oil in the water; and after having 
dipped into it a cross, set with precious stones, gav^ 
it his benediction, by holding the crozier over it* 
This was no sooner done, than the Armenians ran 
to the river side, some of them plunging into i^ 
others drinking, and others sprinkling their faces^ 
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Vbae^ioiBe of the kkim^s-dafliarttes ^italed^Mi^ 
%y dai^in^ -die watefr a«Hi&g tlie pitests and -^i^Moen, 
tin he eommandeA t9iem te forbear; ^though he, at 
the same time, permitted his jester, and others, to 
eoper ab^ut hi mockery of the poor Amemans, who 
danced abMt their bi^p. The khan's pkj^cian^ 
^o was an Arabian, had the impudence to ask tke 
Umbassadorsr, wkether they believed Jesas Christ 
to be the Son ^God ? to which he was answered^ 
that they b^Ikved him to be the true God; but 
that it was very uncivil to scoff at their religion^ 
about whieli they should not dispute with him. The 
ceremony was concluded wtth a good collation, at 
whtdi the khan drank to plentifully, that finding 
himself unable to bear more, he mounted his horse, 
and left the company without the least ceremony, 
and all the rest c^ the Persians followed his exam* 
pie. It is indeed customary with the Permans to go 
when they hare enough, without making the least 
excuse; and this freedom is always observed, both 
by the guests bxA those who invite them. 

During their abode at Scamaehie, which was three 
months, all iHiich time they waited for orders from 
court, the governor and calenter done every thing^ 
in their power to divert them with hunting, and 
frequent visits and presents. On the 10th of Ja*' 
nuary, the calenter having invited the ambassadors 
and all their retinue to a great feast, conducted 
them through all the apartments of his palace, 
which, both m its buildings and furniture, exceeded 
that of the khan^ The hall, where they dined, waa 
arched, and adorned with a kind of stucco work, 
wrought into leaves and branches; and from thia 
room there was a prospect over all the gardens: but 
what appeared mmt agreeable to our audior was, a 
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fcmntain, whicb, issaing" out of the gallery on one 
nde of the hall, cast its water very high, and failinj^. 
into a lower bason, was from thence conveyed to? 
another fountain in the middle of the garden. The 
khan, with several of his courtiers, and the marshal 
' of the sopht's court, who had lately arrived front 
Ispahan, were also present at the feast, which lasted 
till nigbt, when the ambassadors were conducted' 
back to their lodgings with lighted torches* 

On the 18th of January the steward, secretary'' 
and comptroller, were sent with the ambassadoti 
present to the khan ; these consisted of ten ells of 
scarlet, and five ells of blue satin, a barrel of brandy, 
8 chest containing two dozen of bottles of different 
sorts of spirits, and some knives with amber hafts. 

On the 6th of February, our author by accident 
went into a great house near the bazar, which, from 
its structure, and the nobleness of its galleries, re-^ 
sembled a college. This edifice he found to be one 
of those public schools called mandresa, of which 
there are many in Persia. While he was taking ^ 
view of the buildings, he saw some walking, and 
others sitting, with books in their hands; one of the 
maderis, who read public lectures, coming up, and 
observing upon our author's cane the following 
words, engraved in Arabic, " In the name of the 
merciful God, who showeth mercy,'* a sentence' 
which the Persians gefterally put at the beginning 
of their writings, he desired to have it, promising' 
to give him a better the next day ; but our author 
refusing to part with it, he cut out the word Alia, 
or God, and putting It into a piece of clean paper,' 
t'cdd hiin that the name of God ought not to be put 
upon a walking-stick. 

The next day our author intending to. return te 
eoL. viii If 
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the same college, eansed a very handsome celestial 
globe to be brought along with him; but, by 
mistake, he happened to go into another, where he 
was Tery civilly received by the professors, regents 
and students, who much admired the ^be, and 
were surprised to find that astronomy, and the ma« 
^matics in general, flourished better in Europe 
^HUi in Persia, where they were still Ignorant of 
the use of the globe, and only made use of an astro- 
labe, for the instruction of their students; they 
eould^ however, name all the signs of the zodiac, 
^nd let him know, that they were acquainted with 
the names of many of the stars. 
: At another time he had the curiosity to go into 
a metzid, or school, near his quarters, where they 
instruct their children. The young scholars sat all 
around close to the wall; the moUah, or school- 
master, with some other aged persons, sitting in the 
midst of the hall, whither they also invited him, as 
soon as they saw him enter. ^The mollah permitted 
him to turn over the fcoran he had in his hand, 
which done, he took it back and kissed it, and then 
c^fered it to him to kiss, which he declining, and 
kissing another instead of it, which he held in his 
hand, the master told him, with a smile, he had 
done very well. Our author saw here^ among the 
vest, an astrologer of near sixty-five years of age, 
who was reading Euclid to his disciples. Knowing 
the book by the figures, and having made soma 
demonstrations, as well as he could express him.-^ 
self, the old man was so pleased with him, that he 
|mUed out his brass astrolabe, and ashed him whether 
lie had ever seen such au instrument, or knew the 
use of it. Our author no sooner answered in the 
9iftm$^^0 and that he had one at his lodgings. 
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tmt he yvM so urj^ent with him to iee it, that h^ 
went home to fetch it, and also brought the globe 
along with him. They were much aarprised at the 
instroments, and much more when they understood 
that he had made the astrolabe himself; and being 
desirous of seeing how he could divide the degreei 
with such exactness, as they had no instruments fit 
for that purpose, &e showed them how this might 
easily be performed ; at which the old man was iO 
well satisfied, that he ever after gave him all pot^ 
6ible demonstrations of his friendship, frequently 
visited him, and gave him the longitude and lati- 
tude of the chief cities of Asia, whickhe afterwards 
compared with his own observations, and found 
very exact. 

The 7th of February, being the twenty-first day 
ef their principal feast at lent, the Persians cele^- 
brated the festival, in memory of their great patron 
Hall, which was performed in a house built for that 
purpose without the city. Opposite a gallery, in 
which were the khan, the calenter, and other prin- 
cipal courtiers, was placed an open chair, eight feet 
high, under a kind of linen canopy, for the chatib 
oi* prelate, who was dressed in bk^, the mourning 
colour of the Persians. He read for two hours in 
a book of the life and memorable actions of Hali, 
singing out his words in a loud and doleful, yet ini*^ 
telltgible voice, except when he came to some 
extraordinary passage, or moral sentence, when he 
only pronounced the first word, the rest being sun^ 
by the priests, who surrounded him in great num* 
bers; and, at the end of every such passage, one c^ 
them cried out, ** Grod's curse on him who killed 
Hali,'' when the wh<de assembly answered, '* Rather 
mere than less. '' On lus coming to a passage wjiere 
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Hbli tfeUs his children that he shall not liTe longf 
and prophesies by whom he is to be killed^ the Per* 
aians biegan to weep. 

When the chatib had ended^ the khan sent him 
• silk garment^ and then the procession began, in 
which three camels carried three col&ns covered 
irith black doth, which represented those of Hali 
tud his til^ sons. These were followed by two cheats 
covered with blue cloth, full of the religious treatisea 
written by Hali; next appeared two very fine horsey 
clirrying upon their saddles bows, arrows, turbans^ 
and flags. Then came a man carrying, on the top 
tif a long pole, a kind of tower, to which were 
fastened four scimeters, so covered with ribboaa^ 
that they could scarcely be distinguished. In the 
fear came several men with small boxes on their 
Jheads, in which the koran lay open: the boxes 
were covered with feathers and flowers, and the 
fii^ii came dancing and leaping in cadence to a 
lioleful tune, played on hautboys, timbrels, fla- 
geolets, and tabors; while, on the other side, many 
boys danced and sung together, clapping (me^ano- 
Uier upon the shoulders, and repeating the namet 
tif Hali and his two sons, Haslian and Hossein. This 
fi^sttval is celebrated on the same ^y all over Persia* 
The day after the fast the khan magnificently tn^ 
tertained the whole court, on which occasion the 
wnbassetdors were present. 

Q^ the S7th, the messenger sent to Ispahan le* 
turned, with orders for the departure of the ambas* 
fadors, at which they were greatly rejoiced, and 
iresolved to amuse themselves with hunting before 
they left Scamachie. As the khan was prevented 
from going with them by some extraordinary busi-^ 
nes^^ lie aept them his huntsman, With (us lumiidf 
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m4 liawk5» hnA, amw^g the reet, a Itopari to well 
taught, that he would start and take a hare as well 
as a grey- hound, and was as nittch at command as a 
aettti^-dog. 

On the 1st of March the Peruans celebrated 
another festival, called Chummehater, in memory of 
fke day when Hali took possession of the estate of 
Mahomet. Upon this occasion the khan entertained 
the ambassadors under a tent, near the river-sidcv 
mad they had the diversion of several sorts of danc* 
ingT in particular, a youth played extremely weU 
jtpon two small cymbals, dancing to them with great 
Address; and an Arabian Moor leaped and danced 
between the porcelain dishes, in which the meat 
was brought up, with such skill, as not to touch one 
of them. The khan being also disposed to show hit 
skill at the bow, caused one of the rings with which 
the Persians bend their bows, and which they com- 
monly wear upon their thumbs, to be fastened to a 
horse's hair, and held by a boy at above six paces 
^stance, when he cut it twice, one after anothA, 
with his arrow ; and an apple being thrown up 'uAo 
the air, he shot it with a firelock. 

On the 20th of March the khan came in company 
.with the calenter, to take leave of the ambassadors, 
m$ he was gomg a journey, and did not expect to re- 
turn before their departure ; but his physician, who 
pretended to some skill in astridogy, having ob- 
served, that the sky told him it was no lucky hour 
to enter into the ambassadors lodgings, they fell to 
drinking plentifully in the court, when the khan 
taking particular notice of a very handsoipe lad, 
who was one of the ambassador Crusius's pagef, 
asked the physician, whether he was not a very fine 
.boy» a^d s«id, thirt he w)sh<^ he was his son; qpon 
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ivhicfa the physician began to consult the heaveni 
again, though it was neither night, nor a clear sky, 
and told the khan, that, if by viewing the boy again 
he could imprint a strong idea of him in his imagi^ 
nation, and would immediately go and pay a visit 
to one of his women, he might infallibly get suck 
another boy, which he and his company believii^, 
he viewed the boy once more, and then getting oa 
horseback, immediately departed. 

On the 24th the khan of Scamachie sent away 
the usual new year's gift for the sophi, which con- 
sisted of some very fine horses richly harnessed, 
some camels laden with Russia leather, several rich 
stuffs, thirty bags filled with swans down, and a 
great number of handsome boys and girls. The 
khan, at the same time going his journey, left the 
management of the ambassadors aifiiirs to the ca*- 
lenter, who immediately after sent to their quarters 
the sum of sixty tumains, amounting to a thousand 
crowns, as a reimbursement for the expences they 
had been at during their stay at Scamachie : but 
this not amounting to half the sum, the ambassador 
Brugman sent him word, that he knew not whether 
the sum was sent from the sophi or khan; but that 
it should be carried sealed up as it was to Ispahan; 
and that he could not forbear complaining of the 
injury done them, in detaining them so long, con- 
trary to the orders of the court, desiring that speedy 
care might be taken for their departure. To thb 
the calenter replied, that the sum had been sent by 
his majesty's orders, and that he was much con- 
cerned at the delay of their journey, which was 
occasioned by the largeness of their retinue, and 
the quantity of their baggage. 

Scamachie, the capital city of the province of 
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Sclurwaii, is sknated in a valley inclosed between 
two mountains, and lies in 40'' 50' north latitude^ 
It is divided into the north and south city. The 
walls of the last were pulled down by Shah Abbas; 
bat the former, which is somewhat larger than the 
other, and contains about nine hundred houses, has 
its walls still standing, though they are so low, and 
surrounded by so poor a ditch, that a person may 
pass into the city at any time. The whole city has 
five gates; but the streets are very narrow, and the 
houses, which are mostly built with earth, are very 
low. The inhabitants are chiefly Armenians and 
Georgians, who, using difierent languages, here 
make use of the Turkish, which is common to both, 
not only in the province of Schirwan, but all over 
Persia. Their chief trade consists in raw or wove 
silk, and calicoes. Most of the shops are in the south 
city, where the great bazar is, into which many 
streets enter, all. of them covered, for the conve* 
nience of the shop-keepers. Near the bazar are 
also two large store-houses, divided into many gal- 
leries and chambers, one for the accommodation of 
the Moscovite merchants, who there sell Russia 
leather, furs, copper, tin, and other commodities; 
the other for the Circassian Tartars, who bripg 
scarcely any thing else but horses, women, young 
lads, and handsome maids, which they steal on the 
frontiers of Moscovy. The Jews have also a part 
of this store- house assigned them for their mer- 
chandizes, which consist of the best woollen tapestry, 
silk stufis, calico, gold and silver brocades, bows, 
arrows, and scimeters. The city has also three 
hamans, or public baths, the use of which are as 
general in Persia as in Moscovy. 

Near the city are the ruins of an old strong castle. 
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upon a high and steep mountain, near which is a 
valley, watered by a very pleasant brook, and 
adorned in the spring with an incredible quantity 
of tnUps. Between this fort and the city are also 
to be seen, upon a mountain that exceeds the last* 
mentioned in height, two chapels ; in the largest 
of which is a very high sepulchre, hung about with 
many pieces of cloth, and other rags of different 
colours, and also several rods of iron, pointed at 
the end like arrows ; in the other are two tombs, 
adorned much after the same manner. They be- 
longed to some of their saints, and near them the 
inhabitants frequently perform their devotions. 
From this last chapel there is an easy descent into 
a large vault, where is a sepulchre of one of their 
king's daughters, named Amalek Ranna, who hav- 
ing an aversion to marriage, being betrothed by 
her father to a certain Tartarian prince, laid violent 
hands on herself. In the hot season the inhabitanta 
of the city retire to this and the other mountain; 
the traders and shopkeepers of Scamachie staying 
there only in the night, while th)3 khan, and other 
persons of quality, dwell there in tents during the 
three hottest months of the year. 



CHAP. V. 

They leave Scamachie and proceed to Ardebil. The manner ia 
irhich the festivals of Knrbau and Ashur are celebrated ; a 
description of Ardebil, and the sepulchres near it. Their 
. arrival at Salthania. That city, with its mosques, described. 
Tbej thence proceed to Caswin, to Com, and to Katschan; 
a description of those cities, and of the scorpions and spiders 
of Katschan. 

ON the 87th of March, sixty waggons, and one 
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Jhimdred andlwenty sitcldle-lioriie^ hwig broag)it to 
the ambassadors for the prosecutioa of their jourr 
Joey, .they sent away their baggage inuaediately, 
wad followed U Uie nextxaorping, when the ambaa- 
^or Brugman, being much dissatisfied with the 
treatment he had received at Scamachie, ordered 
them to depart two hours before day, when pro- 
ceeding on foot, without the least noise, they took 
hozse without the gate. Having travelled about a 
league and a half, they came to the sepulchre of 
another Persian saint; and being overtaken by a 
violent storm of lightning, thunder, wind, rain and 
snow, they had the misfortune of being obliged to 
jendure the tempest, and to spend the uight under 
the bare heavens for want <^ their teints ; and the 
next day the ambassador Qrugppian, finding that 
some of the cannon had been left behind at Sea- 
machie, for want of camels, excUimed in very abu- 
sive terms against the ^lian and calenter, in the 
.preience of the mehemander ; and had it not bee^ 
for the want of provisions and lodgings, would have 
obliged the whole company to stay there until they 
were brought up. But it being resolved to pipoceed 
forw^ards, they ad voiced two leagues to a caravan- 
sera, and, after travelling two leagues more, camp 
to the top of the mountain of Scam^gichie, on which 
they passed through a fine fertile plain, which, 
both in the spring and winter, is as cold as mos^ 
|>arts of Europe. But no sooner were they qofne to 
the descent, than they saw before them another 
plain, that extended above ten leagues, and W9fl 
covered w^th a beautiful verdwre; and sQon afte|r 
they discovered, at a distance, the confluence of the 
two celebrated rivers Araxe3 ^nd Cyrus. After an 
easy descent, they took up th^r lodgiRgs m some 
VOL. vii^ o 
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Tartarian huts^ which the shepherds had set op 
near their flocks. 

On the 30th of March they proceeded foot 
leagued through the plain to the village of Kasilo, 
and by the vfsj met vith a company of Tartars, 
who had packed up their huts, household goods, 
and other moveables, with iheir wives and children, 
in waggons, or upon horses, cows and asses. They 
had ever after very fair weather and a serene sky, 
except when they travelled over the mountains, 
•where it appeared a little overcast in the morning, 
but these clouds were soon after dispelled by the 
beams of the sun. 

On the 31st they proceeded two leagues, to the 
village of Tzawat, upon the right side of the river 
Kur, where the houses were all built of reeds and 
canes, and covered with earth. The meadow- 
grounds along this river are full of liquorice, the 
stalks of which are sometimes thicker than a man's 
-arm, and the juice is incomparably sweeter than 
that of Europe. 

The river Kur, anciently called Cyrus, is a com- 
mon boundary between the two provinces of Shir- 
wan and M okan, which are joined by a bridge (^ 
boats near Tzawat. They had no sooner passed 
over the bridge, but another mehemander, sent by 
the governor c^ Ardebil, brought them forty fresh 
camels and three hundred horses, because they 
could not so conveniently make use of waggons in 
passing over the mountains, and also furnished them 
with plenty of provisions. That night they took up 
their quarters in huts set up for that purpose, at 
the entrance of a very extensive heath. 

The nextday they travelled four Persian le&gues 
over the heath; ami lodged that night in huts as 
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before* In passing along they saw a kind of deer, 
feeding in herds, which resembled harts, but were 
red ; and their horns being without brow-antlers, 
were smooth, and turned backwards like those of « 
the wild goat. Being the next day forced to leave 
Uie heath, which was the nearest way, for want of 
water, they travelled to the torrent of Balbaru, 
i where they found abundance of tortoises that had 
^ :^ laid their eggs in the sand. Some of the people. 
I" having the curiosity to cross the current, to see the 
manner in which the inhabitants lived on the other 
side, found many of the children entirely naked, 
and the rest only covered with calico smocks. They 
received these gentlemen very civilly, and treated 
them with milk, imaginin^'g they were sent for by 
the sophi, to serve in his wars against the Turks ; 
they therefore wished them all imaginable success, 
and that they might drive their enemies before 
them as far as Stambol or Constantinople. 

On the 6th of April, travelling across the moun- 
tains and rocks, they were unable to advance above 
two leagues. In their way they saw many fig-trees, 
produced by the earth without cultivation, and at 
night came to a village that had been left by its 
inhabitants. When they bad almost unloaded their 
^ baggage, they were told, that the country was ren- 
"t dered desolate by the plague. The ambassadors 
therefore had a tent pitched for them in the field ; 
^ but some of the retinue took up their lodgings in 
one of their houses, where they made a large fire, 
and, to chase away melancholy, drank freely of the 
wine they had brought along with them. The rest 
of the people, who did not choose to venture into 
the village, were forced to be contented, until, by 
the inehemaader*s care, some Tartarian huts were 
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sH lip foir theiD, which "^zs not done until Ute a€ 
night. 

The next day they were obliged to travel ten 
leagues without halting, in a continual trot, and 
in cold, windy, and snowy weather, on account of 
ihdde parts abounding with a poisonous kind of 
wormwood, which kills all the cattle that edts of h. 
By the way they met a Persian well mounted, who 
was to be their raehemander, and conduct tlitem to 
court. Their lodgings that night made some amendg 
for the fatigues of the day; for they took up their 
garters at the village of Tzanlu, which is surround- 
ed with fruit-trees and pleasant gardens. 

On the 8th they travelled along the mountain of 
Tzizetlu, and the next day, being Easter-Sunday, 
Spent it ad a day of refreshment, wheii they were 
complimented by their new mehemander, who 
brought them a present of dried fish, fruit, and 
Schiras witte, which is the best in Persia. 

On the 10th of April, being Easter-Monday, 
they made their entry into Ardebil. First, a troo](^ 
df horsemen saluted them, and then returned td 
the city. The calenter of Ardebil, a person in 
yeartf, afterwards met them near the village of Rel- 
hordn, which, from its many steeples and towers, 
built of stone of several colours, they took for the 
city of Ardebil. The calenter, having saluted the 
anibassadors, rode by their side. They afterwards 
passed a spacious plain, thrcmgha considerable body 
of horse and foot, which opened to make way for 
them. Soon after they were met by the governor 
0f Ardebil, at the head of one thousand horse, and, 
dUttr the first compliments were passed on both 
sides, he rode between the ambassadors. IH the 
van miarched two lads, covered with sheepskins of 
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ief^ral coIoar#» each of tbem carrjing an orange 
en the top of a pole, and singing certain verses inr 
praise of Mahomet, Hali, and Shah Sefi. These 
^ere followed by others, who, in a most surprising 
manner, imitated the singing of nightingales and 
other birds: the timbrels and hantboys played; 
some of the people danced, others snng, and others 
expressed their joy at seeing the ambassadors, by 
flinging up their caps. Near the city the guards 
were placed in two files, clothed in coats of mail, 
with feathers in their caps, and bows and arrows 
in their hands. As they approached the city gates^ 
the crowd of people was so great, that it was neces* 
sary to force a way through them with bulls pizzles ; 
and within the city, the house-tops, windows, stee^ 
pies and trees, were crowded with such as came 
from all parts to be spectators of their entrance* 

The ambassadors, and the gentlemen of their rati* 
nue, were conducted by the khan himself through 
a spacious garden, into a noble summer-house, and 
treated with a most splendid collation in a very 
stately gallery, while the rest were entertained be* 
low in a tent erected for that purpose. During the 
collation they had the best music Perda could af^ 
ford, and a dance performed by archers, who held 
bows and arrows in their hands. After Uie collation 
the ambassadors were conducted to very spacious 
lodgings, in one of the best parts of the city, which 
formerly belonged to Sara Chiitza, the lord high'* 
chanceUor^of Persia. 

The next day was brought to the ambassadovt 
the thabemck, which are certain dishes of meat for 
three meals, sent to all persons of quality that come 
to Ardebil, pursuant to ^n aiicient institutioir. 
Thirty-two large dishes, or rather basM^s, were full 
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of rice of aU colours^ upon which the boiled and 
. roasted meat were laid, with some omelets and pal- 
try, according to the Persian fashion. The follow- 
ing day a very plentiful allowance was sent for the 
kitchen, when the khan paid them a visit, and made 
them the kindest offers of his service, of which he 
afterwards gave them real demonstrations. The 
same day he sent an express to the court, to notify 
their arrival at Ardebil; but this express did not 
return till t^o months after. 

On the 25th of April, which is the great Bairam, 
or festival called Kurban, in remembrance of the 
sacrifice Abraham was going to make of his son, 
they kill a sheep or lamb before break of day, eacjh 
at his own door, which they cut to. pi^es, and give 
all to the poor, not even saving the skin. This is 
done in imitation of Abraham, who, they say, re** 
served nothing of the ram he sacrificed instead of 
Isaac. . 

On the 27th, in the evening, the khan informed 
the ambassadors of the news he had received, of 
the meeting of the janizaries at Constantinople, and 
their killing the grand seignior. This occasioned 
great rejoicings among the Persians, who made 
fire-works, and diverted themselves with music. 
The ambassadors followed their example, causing 
the trumpets to be sounded, and the drums to beat, 
and discharged all their great guns six times suc-^ 
cessively ; at which the khan was so pleased, that 
he sent them two flaggons full of Schiras wine, 
and a large glass vessel full of candied sugar. 

On the 14th of May the ambassadors were visited 
by Sara Taggi, the chancellor of Persia's son, who, 
with some other persons of quality, came for that 
purpose from Isp^j^an^ and were entertained with a 
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?ery fine collation^ and the discharge of their great 
guns. 

On the 14th of May the Persians celebrated the 
feast called Ashur^ or Ten, from its lasting tea 
days. It is kept in memory of Hossein, the young- 
est son of Hali, and is peculiar to the Persians. 
They say he was killed in the war against the ka* 
liph Jesid, and after receiving seventy-two wounds 
with arrows, was run through the body veith a 
sword. It lasts ten days, from his being so long 
pursued by his enemies before they could overtake 
him, during which the Persians show all the signs 
of a£9iction. They appear in mourning, suffer their 
beards to grow, though at other times they shave 
every day, and drink only water. Nothing was now 
to be seen throughout the city of Ardebil, but an 
awkward kind of devotion; the boys running in 
troops about the streets, with banners, on the ex« 
tremity of which were wound snakes of pasteboard; 
and when they came to the doors of the mosques, 
they cried, '^ Ja Hossein, Ja Hossein! O Hossein, 
O Hossein!" After sun-set, especially on the three 
last days, they met in tents without the city, with 
lanterns, torches, and oranges on top of their poles, 
crying J a Hossein, for an hour together. They then 
returned in procession, with banners and torches, 
through the principal streets df the city ; and in 
the morning of the tenth day, a solemn oration was 
made in honour of Hossein, in the court df Shah 
Sefi, where a banner was planted, said to be made 
by the daughter of Fatima, the daughter of Ma- 
homet; and the Persians positively affirm, that this 
banner shakes as often as the name of Hossein is 
mentioned in the oration. 

The ambassadors being invited by the khan to 
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see the eondusion of this feasts they went to his 
palace, when he, meeting them at the outer gate, 
assigned them a place in the court, where seats were 
erected for them and their rqtinue, covered with 
rich tapestry; and upon a cloth before them, spread 
on the ground, were set several vessels of porce- 
lain, filled with sugared and pei^umed waters, and 
several brass candlesticks, four feet high, in which 
were large wax candles. There were also lamps 
filled with rags dipped in suet and naphtha. Round 
the walls of the court were one thousand lamps^ 
which cast so great a light, that the whole palace 
seemed in a flame, and this w^s still increased by 
the light of many paper lanterns, fastened to cords ' 
drawn across the court. The principal persons of 
the five wards, into which the city of Ardebtt is 
divided, appeared each in order, and presented the 
khan with a serenade, in which were sung verses 
composed by some of their poets, (of whom there 
are great numbers in Persia) in praise of Hali and 
Hossein; in return for which he presented them 
with some sweet waters, and, before they retired, 
they wishsd the ambassadors success in their in* 
tended negociation. Meanwhile seven naked boys, 
who had rubbed their bodies with suet and naph- 
tha, and some with vermiUion, to represent the 
blood of Hossein, danced with little stones in their 
hands, which they struck against each other, and 
smote their breasts with them, to express their sor^ 
row for the death of Hossein ; after which the khan 
entertained the ambassadors with some excelleiit 
fire-works* 

The next day, before sun-rising, the Pennans ap* 
peared again in procession, to represent the inter- 
ment of Hossein, carrying many banners, and lead- 
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ing some fine horses and camels, covered with blu« 
cloth, in which were quilted abundance of arrows, 
as if they had been shot into it, to represent those 
shot at Hossein. Upon some of these horses were 
mounted boys, with empty coffins before them, co- 
vered with a little hay or straw. These represented 
Hossein's children. Others of the horses carried 
turbans, scimeters, bows and quivers of arrows. Im- 
mediately after the sun rose, there appeared in th^ 
lower court a great n&mber of men and boys, 
when the first letting themselves blood in their 
arms, such a quantity was spilled, that the court 
seemed as if several oxen had been slaughtered 
there. Meanwhile the boys slashed themselves 
above the elbow, and striking their wounds with 
their hands, made blood spirt all over their bodies. 
In this manner they ran through all the streets, in 
commemoration of the efiusion of Hossein's blood ; 
ftiUy persuaded that they, by this means, expiated 
their sins, and that if they died during this feast, 
they would certainly be saved. They have the same 
opinion of the feast of Hali, and of their lent. 

The city of Ardebil, called Ardvil by the Turks, 
is situated in the province of Adirbeitzan, the Me- 
dia Major of the ancients, and is one of the most 
celebrated cities in the Persian empire. It is seated 
in the midst of a spacious plain, surrounded on all 
sides with mountains, like an amphitheatre. These 
mountains occasion the weather to change continu- 
ally, from the extremity of heat to that of cold, 
which renders this city very subject to eipdemical 
diseases, especially in August, when they begin to 
be sensible of the inconveniences of autumn ; and 
it is observable, that everv day, about noon, when 
the heat isymost excessive, there arises a whirlwind^ 

VOL. vn. jp 
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that raises a great dust, b^t does not last above air 
hour ; however, for the rest of the day, and tlimng 
the night, the weather is generally calm. From 
this situation, the ground about the city jMroduces 
neither vines, melons, citrons, oranges and pome- 
granates, though they have here apples, pears 
and peaches, in great plenty. But the air is more 
temperate at the foot of the mountains. The abo? e 
plain is so fertile, that it maintains above sixty vil- 
lages round the city, and ^tfibrds pasture for large 
flocks, «which belong to the Tnr^sh and Arabian 
shepherds. 

Though Ardebil is much larger than Scamachie, 
it b without walls; but as each house in the dtf 
bas its garden planted with fruit-trees, it afibrdi • 
pleasant prospect at a distance. At the village of 
Scamasbu rises a small river, which soon after di« 
viding into two branches, one passes through the 
city, and the other encompasses it, and afterwards 
reuniting their streams, they fall into the river BLa^ 
xasa. But this river is apt to overflow in the springt 
when the snow begins to melt so fast upon &• 
adjacent mouirtains, that if the inhabitants did not 
take caire to divert the current, by making trenches 
in the plain, the whole city would be drowned, 

Ardebil has five capital streets, planted with elm 
and other trees, which aflbrd a very agreeable 
shade. The market-place is three hundred paces 
long, and one hundred broad, having shops on all 
sides, and each trade its peculiar quarter. Near the 
market is a mosque, where lies interred Iman Sade^ 
one of the children of the twelve saints, which for 
a certain time serves as a sanctuary for criminals^ 
whence they retire to the sepuldire €i Sefi, their 
great sanctuary, which stands very near it. O9 tha 
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•Be of the market-place is a hairdsome arched^ 
aquare buildings appointed for &e sale of the most 
precious commodities, as gold and silver brocades, 
rich silks, and precious stones. This edifice has 
three gates, each of which leads into a street of 
Well furnished shops, and covered over head. la 
these streets are also several caravanseras, or store- 
houses, for the Turks, Tartars, Indians, and other 
foreign merchants. Among the rest, our author 
saw there two Chinese, who sold porcelain and ja- 
panned works. This city is also well furnished with 
public baths, and has many metzids or mosques, the 
chief of which, called Metzid Adine, is built upon 
a hill, in the middle of the city ; it has a very hand- 
Some steeple, and at its entrance is a fountain, the 
water of which a late chancellor of Persia caused to 
be conveyed thither by pipes, from a mountain at 
a league distance. 

On Whitsun-Monday the khan sent to let the 
ambassadors know, that if they were desirous of 
seeing Shah Sefi's sepulchre, he would go with 
them thither; but that they must abstain from 
wine all that day, and that their supper should be 
provided out of Shah Sefi's kitchen. The ambassa- 
dors gladly agreed to this proposal; and going 
thither with all their retinue, were conducted into 
a spacious court paved with broad stones, and fur- 
nished on both sides with shops vaulted over. The 
gate which leads into this court is very large, and; 
had above it a great silver chain, at which hung 
another, perpendicularly, in the middle. From hence 
the khan conducted them to another gate, which 
had a chain of the same kind, and here they were 
obliged to deliver their arms; it being a capital 
erime for a Persian who passes it, to have even n 
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knife about him. The threshold of this, u well ai 
all the following gates, were round, and df white 
marble ; and as the Persians are used to kiss it, they 
^ere desired not to touch it with their feet, but to 
step over it, with their right foot foremost. Jbe 
court they now entered was as long, though not so 
broad as the ^rst, but it was paved in the same man- 
ner, and provided with vaulted shops on both sides. 
At the upper end, to the right hand, was a large 
vault, hung with tapestry, and paved at the en- 
trance with blue and green stones. In the middle 
stood two large brass candlesticks, with lights in 
them, and along the walls sat several priests^ 
cloathed in white, singing with a loud voice, and 
with a most regular motion, waving all together 
from one side to the other. They were thence con- 
ducted through a third gate, with a silver cham 
over it, into a court that was less than the former, 
and paved with small square stones, of several co« 
lours. I'he gate, by which they entered into the 
palace of the sepulchre, was built like a great 
tower, adorned with silver plates and rings of the 
same metal. The pavement at the entrance, which 
opened into a large edifice, was covered with tapes- 
try, and they were desired to pull o£f their shoes; 
which the ambassadors having, with much reluc- 
tance, complied with, they passed into a very large 
gallery, covered with carpets, and hung with tapes- 
try; and then passing through another gate, co- 
vered vfiih plates of gold, entered into a magnifi- 
cent vault, four fathoms square, enlightened by a 
great number of gold and silver lamps, some of 
which were three feet in diameter. On the sides 
sat twelve priests, with parchment books laid before 
them upon de^ks^ containing^ in Arabic diaracters. 
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idme ehapters of the konn, which they mmg, wUIi 
the same waving motion, from side to side, as the 
others already mentioned. This vault was divided 
from another only by silver rails, and an ascent of 
three silver steps. The khan and the ambassador's 
interpreter having kissed these rteps, conducted the 
ambassadors into it, who only took with them four 
of their retinue. This vault was much richer than 
any of the rest : at one end of it was a place raised 
about a foot from the ground, and fenced in with 
rails of massy gold, behind which was the sepulchre 
of Shah Sefi, made, not of gold, as some have en- 
deavoured to persuade the world, but of white 
marbli^, covered with crimson velvet, and raised 
three feet above the ground; it was nine feet in 
length and four in breadth ; and from the roof hung 
several gold and silver lamps, and on both sides 
were two very large candlesticks <^ massy gold, 
with wax-candles. The ambassadors were very desi« 
rous of having the golden rail unlocked; but were 
told that no laic, nor even the sophi himself, was 
permitted to enter it. On the left hand of the same 
apartment they discovered a vault, in which were 
the tomb of Shah IsmaePs, that of Shah Sefi's 
wife, and those of some other of the queens of Per- 
sia; but they were not allowed to look into them : 
they, however, discovered through the meeting of 
the curtains, which were drawn at the entrance, 
that there was nothing remarkable to be seen. As 
they went along they were followed by a grave old 
man, who purified all the places through which 
they passed with incense. 

They were then conducted through a gallery 
arched over, and adorned with gildii^; but with* 
out any pillarst though it was as spacious m a larg« 
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htigg^ge and art^lery^ but were forced to leave sht 
of their largest pieces behind them^ their carriageif 
beihg: broken in passing the mountains. 

On the rSth they travelled through a bottom at 
the foot of Mount Taurus, by the Persians called 
PerdeMs. This ia a pleasaijit valley, stocked with 
wild almond, cypress and senna-trees. Soon after 
they came to the ascent of tli« mountain, whicb 
was very steep, and . winded to the top, where 
nothing was to be seen but the most dreadful preci« 
pices, that made it necessary for them to lead their 
horses. To add to their mirfortune> they had no 
sooner surmounted these diiBculties, and gotten to 
the top, than they lost their way, which was occa- 
sioned by the mehemander's staying behind. This 
he afterwards excused, by alleging, that he was un-i 
able to bear the opprobrious expressions of the am- 
bassador Brugman ; but would take care that they 
should be supplied with all necessaries, which he 
punctually performed. 

On the 17th they came to the village of Hatzi- 
mir, isitu^ted among inaccessible rocks, and the 
next day passing between two very steep hills, 
they came, about midnight, to a village called Ra- 
mabl. A large unfurnished house had been taken 
for the ambassadors at the entrance of the village ; 
but finding it destitute of conveniences, they re- 
fused to lodge there, and having placed two of their 
guards at each of the avenues which led to the vil- 
lage, to give notice to the rest of the retinue, took 
up their lodgings ; while those who were already 
arrived, prepared to follow their example. The 
country people, however, surprised at their unex- 
pected appearance, were unable, so suddenly, to 
remove their wives and children, and denied them 
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entrance; but the retinue, half dead with cold and 
fatigue, entered the houses by force, and took up 
their quarters in several houses scattered up and 
down on three hills. They were, however, hardly 
in bed, when the trumpet sounding to horse, obliged 
them to rise, and to haste to the ambassadors' 
lodging, where they were informed, that twenty 
Persian horsemen had set upon and disarmed the 
guard at the avenues. A lieutenant, with twenty 
musketeers, was now ordered out, to clear the high- 
ways, and all the retinue were lodged as near the 
ambassadors as possible. Notwithstanding this, they 
staid there the next day, when they caused tents to 
be pitched ; and on the 20th, setting out early in 
the morning, arrived at the city of Senkan, which 
is situated in a barren and sandy soil. 

On the 21st of January they continued their jour- 
ney by the light of the moon to Sulthania, where 
they arrived by sun-rising. This city has some mag- 
nificent structures, and a great number of steeples. 
It was built by sultan Mahomet Chodabende, and 
there still remain the noble ruins of the royal palace^ 
or rather castle, the walls of which are built of free- 
stone, strengthened with many quadrangular towers; 
but what exceeds all the rest is the mosque, which 
contains the sepulchre of that prince, and has three 
large gates, that are of the finest polished steel. 
The Persians confidently affirm, that the largest of 
these gates cannot be opened by twenty of the strong- 
est men, unless they pronounce Beask Ali Bukscha. 
that is, be opened for All's sake; and that on pro- 
nouncing these words it may be opened by a child;. 
The roof of this mosque, which gradually grows 
narrow to the top, b formed of white and blue stones* 
on which are figures and characters well executed. 

VOL. VII. a 
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Th^ trab of Ckodabeiide, which, u at the end of i^. 
is parted from the rest by brass r^ilsy and fiaxroimded 
with a^gmte o£ polished ]faidiaiL8tec|l of ixu>steuru)ii5>^ 
worfcmanshy. Withpi the brass rails o|ir aiithM. 
observed seveml boohs above half an ell sqiiare^ wnt- 
t^n in. Arabic characters, of the length of a man> 
%ger, with black and gold lines alternately ; ha^ 
even procured some, leavee of them, which contain 
% paMphrase upon the koran, called The Candle 
of th9 Heacty which are deposited in the duke of 
Holsteifi's library. The tawer, belonging to the 
iMsqu^, was built in the form of an octagon, encom- 
passed with a gallery which had eight leaser tQwers. 
At the entrance of tlie mosque was a square, fountain. 

A&Other £unous mosqne in this city was founded 
by Shah IsmaeJL It has.a round tower over its gate^ . 
and. withm the couj^t a noble pyramid, surrounded 
Iqf eight fine marble pillacs. The roof is supported. 
b^ a great number of pillars, with convenient gal^ 
leries^ and a rich pulpit ia tiie midst : near it are 
the ruins of a triumphal areh of freestone, resting 
qyon, two pillars twenty fathoms high. 

After staying three days they continued their, 
journey, and came in sight of the city of Caswin or 
Cashan, in two days time. The daruga, orjudge, 
who commanded there in chief, met them without 
the oUy gates, accompanied by five or'six hundred 
persons, horse and foot; they also received the samo^ 
honour from an Indian prince, who came attended 
Iff some of his own countrymen on horseback, and. 
aeonsiderable number of pages and footmen, whov 
fjpUowed hb chariot, which was drawn by two white^ 
oxen. TJie charioteer, who sat upon the chariot, thet 
^heelaof which rested and turnedtupon am iron^bar^ 
crooked in the middle, managed these oxen aadex*. 
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tetottAy as we do oar horsen, tht ffAe betng'fisufteiied 
to their boras by a'cord^ ihiM w&6 also drawn through 
their nostrils. AiBORg 4h i" rest there appeared in the 
field fifteen yoong ladies, magnificently dressed, 
mounted on very fine horses, and, contrary to the 
Persian custom, they afppeared barefaced; it waa 
soon found that they were some of the most eminent 
courtezans of the city. They enrtertained the am- 
bassadors with hautboys and a kind cf bagpipes, 
and accompamed "tiiem to their lodgings, though 
they were quite at the ottier end of the city. 

Caswin, called Arsatia by the ancients, is one of 
the principal cities of the province of £rak, the 
ancient Parthia. It is situated in a sandy plafai, te 
about a German league in circumference, and con- 
tains 100,000 inhabitants, who speak a dialect m 
different from the Persian tongue, as the tkitch li 
from the German. The houses are built of brick* 
The water is conveyed through pipetf Axnn a moun^ 
tahi at a considerable distance. They have vanlti^ 
wherein they keep snow and ice to cool their li- 
quors, and to which they retire to shelteir themseliw 
from the heat of the summer. 

This city was the seat of the Persian kings, until 
Shah Tamas, or Shah Ismael, transferred it to TauriS. 
He bnilt a royal palace near the marbet-pkte, in ft 
most delightful garden, adorned with fraiit treeS^ 
and spacious walks of cypress. The horse-mark^ 
has, on the south side, several magnificent strae* 
tures. The markets are full of shops and storehouses^ 
where vast t{fianttties of merchandise, and rabies, 
granates and turquoises, are sold very cheap. This 
city has also about fifty n^osques, several caravan- 
seras for the accommodation of foreign merchants, 
«nd many public baths» 
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' ' On the 3d of July the chief judge entertained the 
ambassador with an exhilntion of vaulting and wrest- 
ling in the market-place. These exercises, which 
were performed with surprising activity, were fol- 
lowed by a battle between two rams, and the fight- 
ing of two birds, not much larger than common 
parrots, who fought with extraordinary animosity ; 
and the show was concluded by their bringing in 
eight wolves, which, being fastened with ropes, w^e 
several times let out among the spectators, who stood 
in a circle, but were drawn back withont their doing 
any harm. 

On the 13th of June they left Caswin; the day 
after they passed through the village of Membre, 
the houses of which, at a distance, appeared like 
ovens, from their being vaulted at the top. Early 
on the 15th, they came to the village of Araseng, 
where they refreshed themselves with pomegranate! 
and almonds. 

On the 16th they took up their lodgings at a ca- 
ravansera called Choskera, built of freestone; and 
on the next day came to the city of Saba, which it 
seated in a spacious plain, the soil of which is very 
barren : but though the city is of no great extent^ 
and though the houses are very ruinous, and the 
walls are only of earth, yet its many towers, and 
fome public structures, give it a fine appearance at 
a distance. Here, however, the most excellent fruits 
are found, especially pomegranates and almcmds^ 
which the gardens produce in great abundance; 
and at the foot of the neighbouring mountains there 
grows such a quantity of cotton and rice, that the 
inhabitants carry on a considerable trade in these 
articles. 

On the morning of the 19th they came be£ore 
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' Ae city of Kom, where they wi&re reeeiv64 )qr. the 
daruga, or chief magistrate, at the head of fifty gen-* 
tlemen on horseback, with timbrels, hau^oys and 
fifes playing, while several tumblersf, who inade use 
of stilts, showed feats of activity. The ^ity of J^Uuf, 
called by Ptolemy Guriana, is situated, near mount 
; Elwend; and the ruins of its walls show it to have 
been formerly of a much larger extent than it is $(t 
present. A small river, which rises from two springs 
out of the same mountain, thatui^ite thei^; streams 
near the city, passes through a part of it, f ^nd is 
of a considerable advantage to the trade of the in* 
habitants, though it frequently occasions grefrt da- 
mage; for three years before it had overflowed its 
banks by the sudden melting of the snow, and the 
current carried away above 1000 hpusef^ XhQ.gfMP- 
densi, of which there are a great number, produce 
a variety of excellent fruits^ and among the rest a 
kind of melons, of the size of an orange, of an ad- 
mirable scent, and extremely luscious^ T^iere are 
also cucumbers two feet long, of the thickness of a 
tnan's arm, which the Persian^ pickle vrith vinegar. 
The grounds about the city produce all ifprts of 
l^ain and cotton; but the chief trade of the city 
consii^ in sword-blades, which are accounted the 
best in all Persia, and in earthen-w^re, that is 
gready esteemed. 

They left Kom on the 21st of Ivm after sui|*set, 
and the next day staid at a large village <^l§d 
Rasmabath, where they observed tiie houses of a 
whole street built in the manner of one continued 
arch or vault 

After travelling the two following nights, they 
came early to Katschan, where they halted till the 
\4aroga, cQuld get?«dy to receive them, which he 
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4id witfaost the city« at the bead of a eompaiiy af 
^% ^gaitlen^ii on horseback, wHh several fine ied 
iMNTses, covered with liim-ekms; and, at tfaeir 
4BtttraaM?e tete the eky, they saw two Uack Indian 
iBrai, oi vast bulk, wkh bells about their necks, and 
phiwes of fealhers on their heads and croppers. 

The city tyf Ratschan lies in SS"* bV north lattr 
tnde, and is situated in a lar^ fertile plain. Thia 
4eity may be placed among those of the first rank in 
Fersia, it bei^ not only very populous, but famous 
forthe concourse c^ foreign merchants, especially of 
live Indians, who have a peculiar quarter assigned 
I9iem. The walls and l^stions are a kind dT potter*^ 
lelay. Their private houses are generally well built, 
«nd their public structares, as their store-houses 
and camvanseras, excel virhat is to be seen in most 
other cities m Persia. The adjacent fields are 
fruitful in grain, wine and fruit. Ute greatest 
want e£ the inhabitants is fresh water; for they 
have none but what is nraddy and ill-tasted, thougii 
they are forced to dig for it very deep. The sophi's 
garden, which is near the city, has a summer pa*- 
lace in the midst of it, that is said to have a thou- 
sand doors and windows, comprehendii^ those that 
lead into the galleries and balconies ; and here hit 
majesty resides when he comes to Katschan. 

The country about Katschan abounds more hi 
Tcnomous creatures than any other part of Persia, 
which has given birth to the Persian curse, '' May 
the steorpion of Ratschan pinch thee by the hand.'* 
These creatures are very Mack, of the length of a 
man's finger, and not unlike a crab-fish; but are 
somewhat shorter, and walk faster, with their tails 
always sticking up. Their bite sddom proves mortal. 
The remedy used against ills only apiece of copper 



iBiMa€3^|iisced np<m tbe wound;, VfhUA being tek^nt 
off ia twenty-four hotun ttme^ they then ap^y •r 
^Mister of honey and vinegar. 

They have aleo a spider^ whose body ti» spotted^ 
and ail^Qt two inches ronnd. This insect fS&eds on 
an herb lilte our wormwood, except its having 
larger leaves^ and a stronger scent; It does m)t 
emit its poison by stinging or biting; but by letting 
a fail like a drop of water. It occasions an kisup- 
portable pain in the part where it fastens, and sooa 
after the patient falls into a lethargy, from which 
he is scarcely to be awakened without applying one 
of the same spiders -crushed upon the wound. If 
none of these are to be found, they lay the patient 
upon his back, and pouring as much milk down his 
throat as they possibly can, place him on a bier 
fastened with cords to abeam; then turmngthe bi^r 
till the cords are twisted, they suddenly whirl it 
back, which occasions a violent agitation, that forces 
the stomach to discharge itself of the milk, which 
afipeaxs of a greenish colour. But, at tiie return of 
the same season of the year, those who are cured 
in this manner commonly feel some remains of the 
pain as long as they live. Tliough this animal is 
so fatal, sheep are greedy after it, and feed on it 
without danger. 

They left Katsehan on the 26th of July at nighty 
and prox^eeding six leagues, pitched their tents, in 
a garden near a pleasant rivuletl The next night 
they proceeded through barren grounds, and early 
the fidlowing morning took up their loj^ings in a 
nery convenient caravanserai in the Utile city of 
Natens, where they observed two high peaked moun^ 
tains, upon one of which stood a large tower^ said 
to be built by ShabAbbai* in memory of one of his 
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fftlcom, who there killed an eagle. Mr. Mandeifo 
havii^ the jsuriosity to take a view of it, found it 
built of brick, of an octagonal form, and eight pacea, 
in diameter at the bottom, but grew narrower aa it 
approached the top, where it had many windows on 
all rides to let in tlie light. It is surprising how 
they were able to convey building materials to the 
top of so high a mountain, which. cost Mr. Man- 
deslo three hours hard labour to ascend, and as 
many to come down. 



CHAP. VI. 

The ambassadors enter Ispaban. A quarrel between the serranta 
of the ambassadors and those of the great mogul. Their first 
audience of the sophi. A description of the marriage of an 
Armenian, and the baptism of an infant. A Swiss bravelj 
suffers death, rather than become a Mahometan. A curious 
hunting match. The manner in which the sophi's women traTel. 
The description of Ispahan. 

HAVING continued their travels for several 
days without meetii^ with any thing extraordi- 
nary, on the 3d of August they were met, at about 
a quarter of a league from Ispahan, by one of the 
chief officers of the court, at the head of three hun- 
dred horsemen, and soon after two considerable 
Armenian lords, who accompanied the ambassadors 
to their lodgings, ^while the streets, and even the 
tops of the houses were crowded with people, though 
the dust raised by their horses was so thick, that it 
was impossible to discern them at a distance. They 
were lodged in the quarter assigned to the chief 
Armenians ; and were no sooner alighted than pro- 
visions were brought them from the sophi's kitchen. 
The dinner-cloth laid on the floor in the ambassa*- 
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dofi TOom WM of fine nlk, upon idrfeli were s«l 
thirty silver Athes full of ii^id and dry preferred 
and many kinds €i fruit, as melons, citrons, qnincei^ 
pears, and some others not commonly known in 
Enrope. The doth being taken away, and another 
put in its room, the second coarse was brought in, 
consisting of lifty nlver dishes with rice of all 
colours, boiled aikl roasted mutton, tame fowl, fidit 
eggs, "pies, and a^llads. 

But scarcely had they begun to indulge the joy 
they had conceived on their arrival at the Pendan 
court, than it was interrupted by a quarrel which 
arose between a servant belonging to their mehe-* 
maader, and a domestic of an Indian ambassador 
sent thither by the Great Mogul, who, with a re« 
tinue oi three hundred persons, lodged at a small 
distance from them. One of his domestics standing 
by while the Germans were unloading their bag- 
gage, the mehemander's servant, whose name was 
Wellichan, told him in jest, that it wcmld show 
more good nature for him to come and help them, 
than to stand thus unemployed. To this returning 
an insolent answer, the Persian struck him with his 
cane, when the Indian, incensed at the afircmt, ran 
to some of his comrades, who were lying under Ae 
shade of a tree, and told them his tale, on which 
instantly rising and throwing stones, Wellichan 
was wounded in the head; but the ambassadora 
domestics and soldiers so(m chaiging the Indians, 
killed one of them, and pursued the rest to their 
quarters. At this the Indians were so exaspemted, 
Ihat a few days after, when the Germans were re* 
moving some of their baggage, in order to send it 
ta miother lodgiug they had provided in the city, 
some of the Indians set upon a footman belonging 

VOL. vii; R 



TRAVEI3 TBROnG» If OSCOTT 

to timy tteisird, kiU<l4 him, cut offkitli«td,Mi 
tkd bis body to a hone-s tail. Thii no soomr eaiM 
Jo tfaye koowkd^ of the amliasaadoffs^ tlMtn they 
Mdered their dometkics, who lay scattered up taiA 
iDWm in the aobnrlMi, to repair to their lodgiHga; 
hut befinre they cottU obey thit order, the Indiaiii 
posflMsed themaelYes of aJl the aTenaes leadaog 
lidther, so that the men were forced to fight their 
way through them, in which attempt several were 
ittorteUy woonded, though at last they all got to 
the ambassadors hoose, which betng at the corner 
of a narrow street, they there galled the IndiaM 
with their firelocks. The Indiaas, howerer, reta^ei^t 
ing behind a wall, made holes in it, tiirough which 
they discharged their arrows : these did great exe« 
^sAosLBmong tike ambassadors servante and soldters, 
who unwarily exposed th^nselves. One of tiho 
German gunners- was thus hilled while he was 
levelling a piece of cannon agamst them; upmi 
which one Murray, a Scotch sergeant, being eager 
to revenge his death, ^matched up a firelack, and 
ifXtd upon the Indiai»9 with such success, thalf he 
slew five or six of them, till an arrow being riiot 
isito his breast, he plucked it out, and having killed 
another with his firelock, he fell down dead upon 
the spot. The number of tiie Indkms increasing, it 
waa thought proper to retreat mto the outwacd 
court : but the Indians breaking into the adjacent 
bouse, so severely galled thent from thence, that 
they were forced to get on tile top of the ambassa- 
4ors house, where they did great executidn^ among 
the Indians, their leader being killed by Mr. Man- 
deda with apistol; but as this loss rather increased 
than abated their foiy, the ambassadors began ta 
grow doabt£ali q£ the evenVa*^^^^ofore oordeimi 
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aiij^iiiitig ^9n^, belonging to the ^rmeniani^ 
to be broke down^ in order to secure their retreit. 
But they no sooner began to retire thin the Indians 
AoBtfy pnrsned them; and though the Armenians^ 
who were spectators of the combat, wished theii 
well, they did not dare to stir in their behalf. At 
this instant, however, they were happily reKeVtd j 
Imt tiie sophi having reeeived notice of the tumulti 
ia»ediately sent an officer with a hundred chosetl 
aien to their leli^, who, being joined by some of 
the inhabitants, were no sooner discovered by tho 
Indians than they dispersed ; and the sophi bein^ 
informed of the whole afl&ir, would have had the 
Indian ambassador's hands cut ofi^ had he not been 
diverted from this design by the chancellor. How* 
ever, iT few days after he was ordered to depart th« 
kingdom. In this engagement, which lasted font 
hours, the duke of Holstein's ambassadors lost fiv6 
men, and had ten wounded^ while the Indians had 
twenty-four killed. 

The day after the tumult, they resolved to 
dtange tlieir lodgings, when the sophi of Persia not 
Cfttly forbid all the Indians, and even the merchantii 
fhemselves, who amounted to 18,000, to appear 
that day in the streets, upon pain of death, but 
also ordered some of his guards to attend them; 
Md allow them to fortify the weakest part of their 
garters* 

Their daily allowance, during their stay at Ispa* 
han, was, by the sophi's order, 160 sheep, 100 fowls 
of aH sorts, 900 eggs, and 100 batmans of wine, 
with as much fruit and spice as they were able to 
consuttie ; but great part of it being disposed of by 
the ambassador Brugman for other uses, and some* 
Qmea upon his women, tiie^ people had ofiten not 
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sbove one meal a day, and on mmt days the cloth 
vas not laid at all for the servants* 

The 16tl| of Angapt being appointed for their 
iudience, the ambassadors were invited to dine with 
the sophi, and forty very fine horses, with rich 
saddles and harnesses, adorned with large plates of 
gold, being brought for the use of the ambassadors 
and the gentlemen of the retinue, they proceeded 
in the following order : first, three on horseback, 
t;wo in complete armour, richly adorned With gi4d 
flowers, the other only with breast, back, and head* 
pieces; these were followed by forty persons, each 
with a case of fine pistols in embroidered bolsters. 
Next came four men, carrying two very rich sci^ 
meters, in rich cases, with sheaths i(tf yellow amber, 
ganusbed with gold. After these appeared two men 
with staves, with, fine amber heads, amber being 
esteemed by the Persians more then gold* Then 
fiame fou^ meq, each with a l^ge. c^idles^k of 
amber, and two others carryingH^^ cabinet of whiti 
and yellow ambe^, followed by four persons carry- 
ing a cabinet of ebcmy, inlaid with silver, in which 
were gold boxes, ccmtaimpg several dnigs, essences, 
and other chymical preparations, set on the outsida 
wifh precious stones. Next followed three sergeants 
with halberts, at the head c^ fifteen muskete«rEr 
Jl^en the steward ^i the head of the gentlemen, 
who marched three abreast. Next came three 
trqmpeters with silver trumpets, followed by ibe 
guards, four abreast, immediately before ^e am? 
bassadors, idio had on both sides of them eight 
balberdiers^ apd were foUowfd by two Iqterpreteri, 
Then can^e eight pages on horseback, in rich live- 
ties, fc^owed by %he rest of the rstinne three 
•breast Qut as the Persians observe no regnlari^ 
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In tlieii! proee^ioni^ ihe Ambasaadort and their reti-- 
Hue were oblifid ta march forwacd, as well at they 
coiddy acc^mpauied by a great number of Persian 
g^tlemen on horseback, through the market-place, 
to the gates of the sophi's palace, where they were 
received by tl^ master of the caremonies, and con* 
ducted into the hall of jUfUce, where they wcra 
desired to rest themsel?es, tiU tiie sophi shoAdd ba 
informed of their coming. 

After a stay of half an hour, word was brou^t 
by severs! persons of ctistinction, that the sophi ez« 
pected them; upcm. which they were introduced 
through a hu^ court. Inclosed on both sides with 
» double wall, <me dT which being much lower than 
the other, was, at. about six paces distance, buiil 
dlose to a row of tainnar trees, and was on both 
sides well lined with guardfl^ distinguished by 
plumps of different colours; at the end of this 
c^rt was the hall a}^inted for their audience, 
which was the place where the sophi keeps hii 
court of justice in person ; for this cereuMmy is per-^ 
formed in Perna, in any place where the sophi b 
called, either by business or diversions. Under the 
trees, near tlus hall, were about fifty young horses, 
in embroidered housings, and some with rich sad- 
dles and harnesses. This hall had a partition in the 
nature of an alcove, with a red calico curtain be* 
fore it, which, when drawn up by a silk strings 
rested upon the caftttals of some wooden pillars^ 
finely carved with teanch-work, and gilt, as were 
also the walls, on which were hung some Euro* 
pean pietwes. In the middle of the hall was a 
foui^tn, in the basin of which were flowers, orangey 
a^pleif s^ oth^r fruits, swimnung upcmthe water; 
|J^ rcnn^ it# sides a great number of flaggom, and 
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ethoTTefiseb of |^d and silver^ The iriide flaw 
of the haU wis covered iiith a carpet, the groond* 
work of which was also of gold and silver. 

The sophi, who was about twenty-seven years of 
^;e, sat upon a satin cushion, Uid on a carpet be* 
hind the fountain, with his back to the wall. He 
had a graceful aspect, and, like most <^ the Persians, 
had a Roman nose. His habit, which was of bro- 
cade, was not distinguished from that of the j*est, 
tfily he had a plume of heron feathers on his head, 
£»tened with a very fine bracelet of diamonds. 
Over the upper garment hung two sable skins 
down from his neck, which were also worn by some 
B^sian hirds; the scimeter he wore by bis side was 
set with precious stones, and behind him lay his 
how and arrows. On his right hand twenty pages 
attended, who were the sons of his khans, among 
ivhom were some eunuchs; one of the handsomest 
of them was employed in fanning the sophi. At the 
head of these pages stood the meheter, or groom oi 
the chamber, who was their governor. Before the 
wphi stood the elschick-agasi-baschi, or lord* 
^tand>erlain, with a staff covered with gold, on the 
lop of which was a knob of the same metal. On 
his left side sat the ethomad-dowlet, or chancellor^ 
and next to him the khans and other k>rds. At the 
entrance of the hall, on the left hand, were placed 
an Arabian ambassadcNr, and the Moscovite envoy, 
and below them the king's musicians. 
' The ambassadors were met at the door of the 
haU by several persons of great distinction, wha 
4ook them under the arms, and held them so £ut^ 
4haik ^ey had not the use of them. This cerenieiiy» 
'which is looked upon as as a peculiar honour, wat 
probably first mtroduised hy the FersiaM and Turkic 
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to ieanre their w?€f etgiis firom any attenpti from 
ike ^tahim^Asfn of foreiga priRcefl. As they ap* 
proaehed the sopki thej made a low baw, whick he 
retonied with a Bttiiing cOantenance, and a small 
inclination of his head. They were then desired to 
sit down npon low seats, placed for them near the 
lords : fifteen of their retimie were placed a little 
more to the left, upon the groond, while flie pages 
and the rest of the train were entertained in a eoorC 
below, with thirteen women dancers richly dressed, 
the l^ndsomest courtezans of Ispahan, who, bendes 
tiieir annual tribute, are oUigtd to attend the court 
whenever they are called for. 

The ambassadors haTing rested a short time, the 
lord-chamberlain asked them, in the sophi's name, 
by whom they were sent, and the occadon of their 
embassy; when rising, ^ey approached the sofhi 
to defiya^ their credentials, with a short compU* 
meat, according to the custom of the Persians, who 
being no admirers of set speeches, woald have all 
who approach their sovereign, show their reverence 
by the fewness of their words. The chancellor, re« 
eeiving the credentials, desired the ambassadors to 
return to their seats, and the secretary of state let 
tkem know, that the shah intended to have their 
credentials translated, and, as soon as that was done, 
would give them a seccmd luidience* The presents 
were then brought in, and carried close by the 
flophi into an adjacent room. Those from tiie am* 
baasador Mr. Crusius, were an arquebuss, stocked 
wiih ebony, which cocked itself; a vessel erf* rocft: 
crystal, edged with gold, and adorned virith tor- 
qiuoises and rubies; a cabinet of amber, and a small 
striking clock« Those of Mr. Brugman were, a 
brass, gilt candlestick vnth thirty branches^ having' 
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a j(»ikii^ ymbch wttkia ^e %ody ; a pair '<rf vttf 
ftae^pbtels gilt, witiiT^ rich lidtsters; a wtO^h 
in a rich caie; a bracelet of diamoiids and mVlM; 
Md a ^writiiigt by whiek the two pieces of eaimoii 
left at Ardebil were presented to the sophi. 

Soon after, a calioo dioth being spread over the 
floor, was covered with gold basons, filled with 
fnut audi preserves, and three hnndred gold flag-* 
gOBS, were disposed over the hall, by way <^ oma^ 
ment* All tins plate was smooth, except' ^ flag* 
gobs, and tiie cup ont of which Hie soj^ii Inmself 
dnnk, which were set with rubies and turquoises. 
They had also ]denty of the best Schiras wine, and 
w^e entertained by a juggler, who peribrmed 
ski^t-of-hand with astonishing dexterifjr. About 
an hour after, the cloth being removed, and ano* 
tlmr of gold brocade laid in its place, the meat was 
brought in by ten men in large golden vessels, and 
the carver having Ipla^d himself on the floor in 
the mklst cithern, served the meat into lesser dishes, 
widi lice of all colours, upon which he put mutton 
Toai^d and boiled, tame and wild fowl, &c. and 
sometimes five or si!fc sorts in a dish; the soj^i 
being served first, then the ambassadors, the lords, 
and all who were present. During this entertain- 
ment, a profound silence was observed. After the 
dinner had lasted about an hour and a hdf, the 
cloth was taken away, and water being brought to 
wash their hands, the lord chamberlain returned 
thanks with a loud voice in the following manner : 
** Make us thankful for this repast; prosper the 
sophi's undertakings, and give to his followers and 
servants true courage. This we pray thee, O God." 
To which the rest answered. Alia, Alia, and with- 
out speaking a word more, left the room; when 
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fhe ambiMdoT^t mehemaikkt teHhig them diey 
might witiidiaw as soon u they pleas^, they paid 
their reverenoe to the sophi, and retired. 

On the^ 94tii the ambaisadors had their first pri- 
Tate audience, aad on the 88th they were invited 
by the Augustine friars to the festival of St. An^s- 
tine, tfadr patron, which was to be celebrated the 
next day : and as Christians dT the most different 
0{Mnions Uve among the Mahometans like brethrei^ 
the Moseovite envoy, an Armenian bishop, and se- 
veral English merdiants, were also to be present. 
There were no more than six monks, all of whom 
were Spaniards, in the whole monastery, which was 
a neat edifice, that had a church with two steeple^ 
and a handsome garden belonging to it. The am- 
bassadors being received at the outer gate of the 
convent, were conducted by the friars into the 
church, where mass was immediately begun, and 
their musicians, with the assistance of (me of the 
monks, who played upon the organ, formed a good 
concert. Mass being over, they were conducted 
into the garden, near a fountain, which stood under 
a larg^ tree, whose branches being full of leaves, 
and twisted within one another, afforded a very 
agreeable shade. About noon they were carried into 
the haU, where they were entertained with fruit in 
porcelain dishes, and every one had his dish of 
meat set before him, according to the Persian 
fashion, after which they spent the remaining part 
of th^ay under the same tree. , 

On the first of September the governor of Ar* 
menia, accompanied by two of his brothers, paid the 
ambassadors a visit, ia order to contract an inti- 
mate acquaintance with them ; and in return for 
the civilities they received, they,, on the 18th, in-» 
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vited the ambafsadors, witk their whole retinufet 
who went on horsebaek, and were received by 8e- 
feras Beg, governor of Armenia, at the Armeniafti 
chnreh in the mburbs, where the patriarch of the 
place was saying the service, in a cope of doth of 
silver, with gold flowers set with pearls, having on 
his l^ad a mitre, adorned in the same manner. The 
walls of the chnreh were hung with several pictures, 
and the floor covered with rich carpets. The ser-* 
vice being over, tiieywent to the governor's pa- 
lace, where, being conducted through a large gal- 
lery into a garden, and from thence into an open 
haU, they were entertained after the P^sian man- 
ner, with fruits and preserves, and a most delicious 
liquor, notunlike rosa sc^is, but incomparably more 
rich« When the cloUi of silver and gold brocade. 
Upon whicK this vi^s served, was removed, and ano* 
ther-of calico was laid in its place, the meat was 
served up in silver dishes, and am<mg the rest some 
pork, and several other meats abhorred by the Per*- 
siami. 

They had not long sat at table, before they were 
conducted through a noble apartment into another 
hall, whence they had a very agreeable prospect into 
a garden. The floor was covered with rich carpets, 
on which were laid cushions of flowered satin, the 
ground work of which was gold and silver. Round 
a white marble bason, that belonged to a fountaiil 
in the. centre of the hall, stood a number of flag^ , 
gons, and bottles filled with wine; but what they 
thought most worthy of observation, were pictures 
on the waUs, representing the dresses of women of 
most nations in the world. While they were eating 
the delicious fruits and preserves that were brought 
m, they were diverted with music and dancing; in<> 
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Hm Ant of which SUas Beg, second brother to tiie 
goremor, excell^ the reft; for he not only gave 
themwreral tunes on thePershm hite« but aceou- 
panikl thrs^ muste with striking two littk stickii 
aga&ist ie?eral porcehiin cupf filled with water, and 
nutde tiiem keep time with the lute. Meanwhile 
SelerM Beg did not forget to make the whole com- 
pany drink the sophi's health, in crystal glainef 
foil of wine. 

Night approaching, the ambassadors took leave of 
ther governor; who, under the jM'etence of conduct- 
iiig them to the gate, brought them unexpectedly 
into the gallery on the other side of the garden, 
where they found a firei^ entertainment of meat, 
fish, pies, fruit and preserves ; and the hall, as well 
as the garden, was illuminated with a vast number 
dT lamps and torches. But as they had been eating 
almost all the day, they sat down only out of com- 
jdaisance, considering this collation rather as an ef- 
fect of their host's generosity and magnificence, 
than as done with an intention to ^dd to their for- 
mer entertainment, which vras, in ^U respects, one 
of the most agreeable they had ever met with, and 
even ex'ceeded that of the sophi's. 

On the 19th of ^September, the ambassadors h'ad 
a second private audience of the sophi, which did 
not last above half an hour, after which they dined 
at court, as is usual upon such occasions; when, by 
the sophi's desire, their music, which consisted of 
a bass-viol, a tenor, and a violin, played before him 
for half an hour; on which he let them know that 
he did nqt dislike the music, but he thought his own 
as good. 

On the SSth of September, the ambass^ors and 
their whole wtlnue were most magnificently enter- ^ 
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tftined^ by the English, in thetrnzsr ws^ HCt iur^ 
bet-place, a large structure thkt hem ti Tery&ie 
garden. They were first trMled with fnrits mvi 
preserves, set upon the floor, according^ to the Pear* 
sian fashicm ; from idience ihty were led fe^a a 
spacious hall, where they fbund a tal^e firrniAed 
with a variety of provisions, dressed in the Englidi 
way, and did not forget to drink the healths of 
most of the kings and princes of Europe; 

Dinner beings over, they were conducted Into 
another hall, that had a fine prospect into the gmc- 
den, where they not only found Itn^het oOllAtiim ^ 
fruit and preserves, but had the ilivemM of fix In- 
dian dancing- wcmien, some of whom brott^t tiieir 
husbands along v^ith them, who some^imes^ joined 
in the dance. Thdr cbmidexion was dF an dive <^- 
lour : but they had good features,' a soft skin, and 
were well shaped. About their necks they wore 
necklaces of pearls and g(M, others of silver, and 
they had all rings on their fingers, and one upon 
the thumb ; which, instead of a seal, had a pieee of 
steel bf the bigness of a crown-^piece, so fiadyipe- 
lished, that it served instead of a lookii^^glass. 
They were all clothed in a kind of stuff, silvery thm, 
that any part of their bodies might be seen ^ough 
if, except those which were covered wi^ d t aw e w . 
Some had caps, other tiflany dresses on theb iKads, 
and some wore silk scarves, with gold and stiver 
flowers, which coming round their shouUtorc, hnng 
down on both sides to the ground. Some were faKe* 
footed, and others wore dioes of a very odd laake. 
They had all, just above the instep, a string' with 
helU, by which they showed the e»ietness itf^ their 
motions, while they, at ^ same tittie, piayed with 
their castagnets with the utmost dexterity. Their 
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music cfmsUieA of tabors i pipet und ^diim tini^reb; 
idllch last are about two feet long^ in the sbape of 
a barrtil/ and hanging about their necks» they play 
iipbh^JieHi with their fingers^ Th? motions of thesd 
Indiati wOmen, especially with their hands and 
leet« were most surprising; and in the mean tiine 
tiwiy^ wi^ the most graceful and careless air^ ad- 
dreftied themselves to some of the spectators. 

On the fimt of October the ambassadors enter* 
iiulic^ the Mosoo^te envoy, and three Armenian 
Iwds^ the principal l^Ush and French mer« 
chants, the i^pamdi Anstin friars^ and some In- 
-dtan Carmelites, with fiorty dishes in Aree courses^ 
Hfiter the German fashion^ The governor of Arme- 
nia was so pleased with some of the German pastes, 
that he spoke of them to the sophi, who was so de« 
tmroufl to see them, theb cook was ordered to make 
some, which being presented to his majesty, he re- 
ceived them very obligingly, and presented them 
te the ladies at court, who were extremely delighted 
^with them. The feast waa conc^Uided with the di- 
i^rstett of running at the Ting, at which Mr. Man- 
^rio got the first, and the ambassador Brugman 
. got ihe second prize* 

: Tlie nesM; day the prior ctf the Austui friarfT com- 
:mg to represent to our author, the secretaiy of the 
embasiiy, the debaucheries of seme of the ambassa* 
d^rs' retinae, wad especially of the ambassador 
Brugimm; he went to that embassador, in order to 
^eomplain of the debaucheries of some of his peojde^ 
«id to denfethatiK>me reformation might be intro- 
d«ced among them; but he no sooner entered the 
iroom^ than he found Mrir Bru^an with an Anne- 
9aian> woman; and that amhasaadorf imagimng 
:|hat heeaiae ivilh^^i des^ to wrprise Mm« was so 
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ioeensed^ t^at he iwore he would be rerenged* The 
0fcretary, who well ki^w his temper, inimediately 
retired to the convent of the Augustines^ with a 
desi^ of leaving the embassy, and of returning 
hy way of Babylon and Aleppo, to Germany ; but 
the ambassador Bragman being informed of his re- 
sohitionj sent to let him know, that he would have 
him murdered by the way ; and the secretary be* 
ing sensible that this might be easily efiectcd, 
thought it his safest way to endeavour after a re- 
aonciliation, which was at last produced by the 
mediation of the prior -of the Augustines. 

Some days after, as the author was going to the 
suburbs of Tzalfa, he saw an Armenian marching 
in procession to the church, in order to be married. 
In the front was the music, after which went a boy 
about twelve years of age, with a wax candle in his 
hand, followed by the bridegroom on horseback, 
Vfko had two men riding on each side of him, and 
v^B followed by four men richly dressed; after 
whom were carried two dishes of meat, two pitch- 
ers of wine, and two dishes of apples, all oi which 
were set before the bridegroom and his attendants, 
as soon as they came to the church ; but the bride- 
groom did not touch them, and after the rest bad 
e^t i^ little, what was left was saved for the priest, 
except the wine, which was all drank ; our author 
buing obliged by the bridegroom, who observed 
him, to take a share. By this time the bride, with 
a young maid on her right hand, and on her left a 
married woman, with their faces covered with a veil 
of thin lawn, entered the church; and the priest 
coBdocting the young people to the altar, blessed 
them, and held a wooden cross over them, while 
they join^ haadp» and the bride laid her h^d on . 
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the (>ridegroom's breast. After nmfnal promises of 
fidelity, the priest g^e them the comnranicm. The 
bread of the eucharist, among the Armenians, is 
not leavened, as in the Moscovite, and other Greek 
chnrehes; but is an unleavened paste, of the size 
and thickness of a crown piece. During the com- 
munion they sung and played on a kind of large 
cymbals ; it being the constant practice of the Ar- 
menians, never to communicate vrithout music. 
After the communion rose-water was cast upon the 
new married couple, and all present ; and i scarf 
being tied about the briile's right hand, the bride- 
groom took hold of it, and drew her after him to 
the church door, from whence they all went on 
horseback to the place where the wedding feast was 
prepared, lirhich alirays lasts three days, during 
which the new married couple are not permitted to 
cohabit together. 

«* Chir author afterwards passing along heard a 
noise hi another Armenian church, made by striking 
a stick upon a board, which is used instead of bells, 
they not being permitted in Persia ; when, going 
in^ he found it to be a christening, but saw nobody 
in the church besides the priest, the clerk, an Aged 
woman, wha brought the child, and a young man, 
who was to be godfather. The priest, after some 
prayers, put several questions to the godfather, af- 
ter which the latter carried the child to the old 
woman to unswathe it; which done, they went in- 
to the sacristy, and going up to the font, which was 
placed within the wall like a trough, and was half 
an ell and a quarter broad, the priest consecrated 
the water, put into it some consecrated oil, and 
then putting the cjiild naked into the (ovA, baptized 
him in irtiename of the Father, the Son and th« 
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Hely Gho9t, by thrice pouring water npon his head, 
and afterwards all over his body, maUng the sign 
of the eross in the forehead with consecrated oil. 
The Armenians do not commonly christen their in- 
fants till they are eight days old, unless they are in 
danger of dyiug : it being their opinion, that infants 
who die before baptism cannot be saved; for which 
reason, they do not allow them to be buried in the 
church-yard, nor can any in more advanced life be 
interred there, who have not communicated at leart 
<mce a year. 

On the 3d of October happened an affitir, which 
was attended with melancholy consequences: John 
Rudolph Stadler, a native of Zurich in Swisser<* 
land, was a very ingenious dock- maker, in the 
service of the spphi: he was about thirty-ei^t 
years of age, and had married an Armenian woman, 
the sister of the ambassador Brugman's favourite 
mistress; and, by that ambassador's intercession,^ 
had, with great difficulty, obtained leave to return 
into his own country. In the meanwhile a thief 
breaking into his house, the clock-maker caught 
him, and after severely beating him, turned him 
out of doors ; which he had no sooner done, than 
repenting that he had used htm no worse, he ran 
after him, and shot him dead with a pistol. The re- 
Htions of the deceased immediately complained to 
the mufti, of the murder committed by an infidel 
upon one of the faithful, who thereupon caused the 
clock-maker to be seized the next morning as he 
was going to court, and put into the palank, a 
wooden instrament which covers the neck and arms. 
The ambassadors left no stone unturned to procure 
his release; but the authority and zeal of the mufti 
prevailing, he was condemned to die, unless he 
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«Mld deserve the kiog^ jMnrdoii tiy tmnmg Maho- 
metan* Mawjr of the Persian lords^ who eiteemed 
him for his art» endeaiFOured to persuade him to 
ia¥e his life» by the fao^s of great advantages; but 
liiis proving inefiectoal, he was twice carried to the 
market^phice, to try whether the terror of death 
would not induce hhn to alter his sentiments, but 
hi vain^ he poMtively declaring, that nothing should 
make him violate his religion. The Augustine and 
Caranelite friar» also strove to persuade him to die 
in the Romish faith, which he also refused, protest* 
ing that he would die in the reformed Teligion, 
which he accordingly did ; for being delivered up 
to tile relations of the deceased, the first who struck 
at him with his scimeter, missed ; the second struck 
mto the palank, but the third severed his head from 
the body,, which lay all day exposed at the place cf 
execution, till in the evening, at the intercession of 
Mr. Brugman, it was brought to the ambassador's 
quarters, in order to be interred the next day. But 
the sophi happening to invite the ambassadors to a 
hunting match, the interment could not be per* 
formed till the 22d, when the governor of Arme* 
nia, the Moscovite envoy, and several other Chris- 
tians, were present at the funeraL 

The hunting match beginning on the 17th, horses 
and camels were brought early in the morning to 
the ambassador's quarters, by their mehemander, 
who conducted them to a spacious plain, where the 
sophi soon after appeared, attended by SOO persons 
of quality, mouaH^ on a very fine horse ; and at his 
first seeing the ambassadors, he saluted them with 
great condescension. He was dressed in a silver 
brocade vest ; his turban adorned with herons fea- 
thers; and he was followed by four led horses, with 
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tidi saddles, harnesaes and cloths emlnroidered witk 
gold and precious stones, and close to him was an 
astrologer, who was continually making his obser-* 
votions. The morning was spent in fowling, and 
about noon they were entertained by the sophi with 
a dinner; after which lodgings were assigned thear 
by the mehemander, in a neighbouiing village, 
where they were visited by some of the Peri^n lords; 
but the sophi immediately wdered them to take up 
their lodging in a house adjoining to that where ha 
himself was, and supper was brought them in gold 
dishes cmt of the sophi's kitchen. 

£atly the next momtng, the amba^adors went 
with the sophi to hunt cranes, in which sport they 
were so successful, that near 800 were Utken. In 
the evening they went to hunt the iktck and wild 
goosCj but no birds appearing, they spent the time 
in drinking several bottles with the sophi. 

On the 19th, abundance of hawks and three leo* 
paxds, bred to hunting, were brought; but liaving 
for some time beat the bushes to no purpose, they 
went to one of the royal parks, which was divided 
into three partitions. In the i^rst were kept harts, 
goats, deer, hares and foxes ; in the seccmd, a kind 
of deer, called ahues; and in the third, wild asses. 
The leopards beuig let in among the ahues, soon 
dispatched each c£ them one. The next diversion 
was with the wild asses, thirty-two of which were 
forced into an inclosure, in which a small amphi- 
theatre was erected. At these his majesty discharged 
some shot, and wounded others with his arrows; 
after which, the ambassadors and the Persian lords^ 
following his example, the sides of these beasts 
were soon ftiU of arrows, which afibrded a cruel kin4 
of sport to thcflpectators, especially on their running' 



INTO PERSIA. ^^ 

fo close to each other, as to force the arrows deepet 
into their sides, which filling them with rage against 
their companions, they ran at each other with great 
fierceness. At last these, and thirty more, that were 
let in, were knocked down, in order to be sent to 
the sophi's kitthen ; the flesh of wild asses bein^ 
in high esteem among the Persians. 

By this time dinner was brought np, when Brug- 
man presented the sophi with the duke of Holstein's 
picture in a box set with diamonds, and also with a 
steel mirror, polished on both sides, and embellished 
with several figures. After dinner the ambassadors 
retired to take their afternoon's nap, but they were 
scarcely seated, when the sophi sent them ten ahues, 
and a fine stag, with word that he was again on 
horseback. They therefore followed his example, 
and riding in search of him, found him employed in 
hawking. Bat he no sooner got in sight of them, 
than he left that sport, and retired to a large walk, 
at the end of which was a decoy foi' wild ducks ; 
but instead of employing themselves in that diver- 
sion, they soon fell to drinking. Mr. Mandeslo had 
the honour of filling the sophi a glass of wine, and 
afterwards of kissing his knee; his majesty, at the 
same time, presented him with an apple, which was 
considered a particular mark of kindness. Mean- 
while Haly Beg, the deputy steward of the house- 
hold, got so drunk, that his majesty sent a person 
to bid him withdraw, and this not succeeding, he 
ordered another to drag him away, and to set him 
on horseback. But when they were going to exe- 
cute his majesty*s commands, Haly Beg became so 
outrageous, as to abuse and strike those who endea? 
voured to force him away; which the sophi perceiv- 
ing, went to persuade him, but finding himself not 
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much better treated than the reet/laid hii han^ 
upon his scimeter, and threatened to cut off hit 
head; which put the steward into such a fright, 
that he immediately became sober, and cpniidering 
that there was no jesting with his majesty when 
once provoked, he mounted his horse as nimbly as 
if he had not tasted a drop of wine, which set the 
sophi a laughing, and he returned in a very merry 
humour to the ambassadors, but withdrew soon 
after, and they returned to their lodgings. 

On the 30th the ambassadors dined with the sophi 
in his summer-house; in the afternoon they took a 
turn in the garden, and in their way caught a 
white heron. 

On the 2 1st, being sent for to go with the sophi 
to catch pigeons, they were conducted to the top of 
a very high tower, within which were 1000 nests; 
and the whole compahy being placed on the out- 
side, and the ambassadors trumpets commanded to 
sound, the pigeons, which t^ew through the holes 
in vast numbers, were most of them killed by the 
sophi and the rest of the company. This put an 
end to their diversion ; but in their return to the 
city, the sophi took them into one of his gardens 
called Tzarbach, remarkable for its beauty, where 
being entertained with another magnificent treat» 
they returned to their lodgings. 

Within a few days after, proclamation was made 
by the cryer of the city, that the sophi, being to go 
abroad that way with the iadief of the court, no 
person should presume to appear that day in the 
streets. Whenever the sophi's wives or concubines 
make an excursion, they are carried upon camels in 
a kind of covered chests, notwithstanding which no 
ope is allowed to appear in ^e streets^ or within 



INTO PEESIA. 1,41 

a musket^shot of the field where they' take their 
* diversion, under pain of death, becauge these ladiei 
appear in the field on horseback v'ith hawks in 
their hands, and also make use of bows and arrows^ 
for which reason none but the sophi and the eunuchs 
must appear among them; even the lords, who 
attend the sophi always, leave the town half an hour 
before the ladies; and, while they are diverting 
themselves, are obliged to spend their time in hunt- 
ing, at the distance of half a league. 

On the 19th of November the lord chancellor 
invited the ambassadors to a magnificent entertain-* 
ment, in a most sumptuous hall, at the entrance of 
which was a very handsome fountain, and opposite 
the door several pictures of women, in different 
dresses, copied after some European originals, below 
which the walls on all sides were covered jvith look« 
ing-glasses of various sizes. All their meat was 
served in plate, besides which they had the king'a 
music, and the diversion of the dancing-wom^if 
^ who, not behaving with the same reserve as before 
the sophi, showed several instances of dexterity. 
Among the rest, one of them placed a porcelain 
vessel, two feet high, in the midst of the hall, and 
in turnii^ about took it up between her legs with 
such a sleight, that no person could perceive she 
had any thing there; and, after continuiiig the 
dance with the same air, returned it vrith equal 
dexterity to the place whence she had taken it« 
without making one false step. 

It must be confessed, that the Persians, whenever 
they entertain their friends, omit nothing which 
they imagine may contribute to their diversimi; 
and, as they are extremely fond of viromen, these 
^eyer fail to be iutroduced at their feasts. Ardebil 



14f TRAVELS THROUGH. MOSCOVY 

is the only 'place throughout all Persia where these 
dancing- women are not tolerated^ Shah Abbas hav^ 
ing banished them from thence^ on account of the 
sanctity of the place. 

After dinner the music and dancing-women be- 
ing ordered to withdraw, the ambassadors had a 
private conference with the chancellor in his garden, 
relative to the negociation, which was afterwards 
repeated. 

On the 2d of December the sophi sent each of 
the ambassadors a present of a horse, with saddles 
and bridles adorned with large gold plates and 
buckles; also two Persian garments, with a turban 
and girdle of gold brocade; 205 pieces of fifteen 
sorts of silk , &c. ; and 200 tuma ins in money, amount* 
lag to 1000 pistoles; to be divided between them, 
towards their expences in their return home. To 
each of the five principal persons of the retinue he 
gave a satin vest, and another of tafiety with gold 
and silver flowers, and to each of the other gentle* 
men a vest of tabby flowered with gold. 
. On the 3d of December the ambassadors were 
invited once more to dine with the sophi, when, 
according to the custom of the country, they wore 
the best of the garments, presented by his majesty, 
«ver their other dothes. They were entertained 
with the same ceremonies as before, after which 
the chamberlain conducted the ambassadors to take 
^eir leave of .the sophi, who delivered to them, 
with his own hand, his answer to the duke of Hol- 
itein's letter, promising, in return, to send him a 
most solemn embassy. The ambassadors then ex- 
pressed their acknowledgments for the honpurs and 
noble treatment they had received daring their 
abode in his kingdom, 
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The following day the Moscovite envoy obtainedi^ 
his dismissal^ in order to return with them into Mos* 
covy ; and a day or two after several of the Per-* 
sian lords sent their presents to the ambasadors^ 
which consisted of fine horses, mules, and rich silks. 

Ispahan, the capital of the province of Erakand 
of aU Persia, is situated in 32^ 30' north ktitude^ 
and in 50"" east longitude, in a fine plain, almost 
flurronnded with mountains at a few leagues dis« 
tance. It is of an oval form, and virithout reckoning 
the suburbs, is twelve miles in circumference. It 
has also twelve gates, nine of which are only open» 
and is computed to have 18,000 houses, and 500,000 
inhabitants. The fortifications are mostly of earthy 
and very inconsiderable; and though the bastions 
are of brick, they are so miserably flanked, that 
they are but a slender defence : besides the ditch is 
so ruined, that a man may, at any time, pass over 
it dry-shod. It is the chief trading place of all Persia, 
and is frequented by all the Asiatic nations, parti- 
cularly by the Indians, M'hose commodities are 
extremely valuable ; for, not to mention the musk 
and ambergris, they sell great quantities of pearls. 
and diamonds. Besides these there are considerable 
numbers of Tartars of diiSerent nations, Turks, 
Jews, Armenians, Georgians, English, Dutch, and 
French. 

The Persians are at a greater expence in their 
gardens than in their houses, though the former are 
very different from those in most parts of Europe ; 
for, as nature overspreads their fields with tulips, 
and a great variety of the finest flowers, so these 
are not placed in their gardens, but they apply 
themselves, with all care, to the cultivation of the 
most excellent fruit trees, that nature, assisted by 
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M)tt, can produce in so happy a climate. They are 
also very curious in their walks, which are planted 
on both sides with tzinnar trees, a kind of poplar, 
unknown in Europe. This tree ^ows to the height 
of a pine; the leaves are broad, resembling those 
of the vine, and it bears a fruit that has some resem- 
blance to the chesnut, though it has no kernel. The 
wood is a dark brown, and so finely veined, that 
when rubbed it appears more beautiful than any 
thing made of the root of the finest walnut-trees; 
of this wood the Persians commonly make their 
doors and windowHihutters. Fountains are the chief 
ornament of their gardens. The sophi's garden, 
called Tzarbach, near the city, is one of the finest 
in the world, it being an exact square, half a league 
every way. It is divided by the river Senderuth 
into a cross, which forms four different gardens; at 
the south end is a mount, planted with several 
walks, on both sides of which are steep precipices, 
made by cutting the rock into several channels, 
through which the river fallf from the top into 
basons made fbr that purpose. These cascades are 
about three feet broad, and so steep, that the water 
is forced with great violence into the bason. Every 
walk has its peculiar bason of white marble, where 
the water spouts forth in various figures. These 
streams all meet in a large bason in the centre of 
the garden, where a column of water is thrown to 
the height of forty feet. At the four comers of the 
bason are four large pavilions, the apartments of 
which are adorned with carved work gilt. There 
are walks from each of these pavilions to the other^ 
planted with tzinnar-trees. There are here likewise 
innumerable fruit-trees of all sorts, which Shah 
Abbas caused to be brought thither from Turkey 
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ixA India. Among the ttett onr nntknr mvt$k kind 
ef gmpes^ as large as a man's thumbs without m%y 
atones, the pnlp of whkh was firm, and of a most 
delieious taste. Ten master-gardeneri areap|iointed 
to look after this gard^i, eath of ivbom haa tttt 
other gardeners under him ; and they are permitted 
to admit any person into the garden for fenr kas* 
bekiea, er two pence a piece, and to eat what fruit 
they please, but they must carry none away. 

Most of the Persian lords and rieh merchants 
have a kind of summer-house or galleries in their 
gardens, inclosed by a row of pillars, om the Ibor 
eomera of which are as many rooms,, where they 
take the benefit of the air and breeses. TbeM: 
summer-houses, both in building and fumitwe, fre- 
quently exceed their ordinary dwelling*housff« 
Indeed, though persons of quality have very mag^ 
nificent furmture, the houses in which they usually 
reside make but an indifierent appearance, being 
built only of earth, or bricks baked in the sun* 
These structures are generally square, and eom* 
monly four stories high, including the grotmd-room; 
but instead of glass, in winter they cqver their 
windows, which are made with lattices, with oiled<» 
paper. 

The meidan, or great market-place, is very large, 
being 700 feet Icmg, and 350 broad. The houses 
round it are all of brick, of an equal height, and 
the shops vaulted. The nde towards the royal 
palace contains the goldsmiths, lapidaries and drug^ 
gists, opposite to which are the woollen-drapers, 
mercers, and those who sell calicoes, with the 
taverns and eating-houses. Round the market-place 
are planted trees, not unlike box, though they grow 
somewhat higher; tjbiey are always green, and being 
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to catt that the shops appear betwe^i them, add 
greatly to the beauty of the place ; but one of the 
chief ornaments, as well as conveniences of the 
market-place is, a rivulet carried at the foot of 
these trees through a channel of freestone, raised- 
two feet from the ground, and which is discharged 
into two large basons, and from thence conveyed 
l^y pipes to other parts of the city. At the end of a 
great vaulted-gallery are two balconies opponte 
to each other, and covered over head, where the 
city music plays every night at sun-set, or whenever 
the sophi passes through the market- place; a custom 
observed in all the cities in Persia that are the re^ 
sidence of a khan. 

Before the royal palace are several pieces of 
cannon without carriages, and over the outer gate 
is a large square structure, which has windows on 
all side& The chief apartments belonging to the 
palace are a hall, where the sophi treats the prin- 
cipal persons of the court on new-year's-day; and 
the great hall of justice, where appeals are brought 
before the sophi, who presides there in person, and 
there frequently gives audience to foreign ambas- 
sadors; but this hall, with the spacious court before 
it, has been already described. These, and several 
other balls, have many chambers, closets, galleries, 
and apartments belonging to them, fit for the enter- 
tainment of so great a court, and the sophi's wives 
and numerous concubines, who all live in the same 
palace; and, what is more extraordinary, there is 
not any considerable apartment but has its peculiar 
garden. There also belongs to the palace, as we 
have already observed, a place of refuge for all un^ 
fortunate persons, whether criminals or debtors. 

On the outside of the royal palace is the citadel. 
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^i^ch i« fortified with s rampart and Beveril bas- 
tbns of earth. It is commaaded by a governor^ 
}Hrho has a strong garrison under him for the defence 
of the place^ and the sophi's treasury, armory, and 
stores of ammunition, though it has no other artil- 
lery but field-pieces* 

On the south side of the great market is a fine 
mosque^ which has a large court before it, ia 
which is a very handsome fountain. This mosque is 
a vast structure; the walls are of white polished 
marble, the pieces of which are so artfully cemented^ 
that it is impossible to see where they are joined. 
The city also contains many other mosques, re- 
markable for their magnificence* 

Opposite to the great mosque stand the tippling 
houses, among which the tayems are esteemed 
most infamous. Near these are the places where 
they drink tea, which are in great repute ; and here 
persons in good circumstances spend their time in 
playing at chess. The co£fee-houses, which are 
ie»eparate from these, are frequented by those who 
love tobacco and cofiee : these are also the places 
where the poets and historians are constantly to 
be met with, who commonly sit on a high chair, in 
the middle of the room, where they entertain the 
company with their satirical stories* 

In the centre of the great market-place stMids a 
high pole, on the top of which they sometimes put 
a melon, an apple, or a trencher, with money upon 
it, at which they shoot on horseback, in full gallop ; 
the sophi himself, and sometimes the lords of the 
court, assist at this sport, when great sums are laid; 
the money that falls from the trencher belongs to 
the sophi's footmen, and he that obtains the prize 
is obliged to give an entertainment to the whole 
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eompftiiy, and eireii to his majesty himself^ if he hai 
shot among them. They hare another game« like 
cricket, at which they Ukewige play on horseback, 
striking die ball when riding in full career, They 
Ukewise frequently exercise themselves at throwing 
the javelm. As the Persians are extremely curions 
hi their horses, they have frequent races rttn from 
from one pillar to another in the market-place; and 
when his majesty is disposed to be a spectator, he 
places himself ina kind of wooden hut, which, being 
set on four wheels, may be removed at pleasure. 

On turning oqt o( the meidan, or great marketer 
place, to the rtght> you come to the bazar, or se- 
cond market-place, in the midst of which is an opea^ 
cloister, which contains the prmdpal shops, where 
the richest stufis and commodities of ike kingdom 
are sold. This market-place is divided into several 
streets, which are covered over head, and contain 
a great number of shops, well stored with all sorts 
of commodities, sold at reasonable rates, every thing 
being cheap at Ispahan, except fuel and meat, the 
Country round about it being destitute of forests 
and meadows. For the convenience of trade, there 
are also at Ispahan, many caravanseras, and square 
storehouses, surrounded with high walls; they are 
commonly three stories high, and, besides the vaults 
bdow, have all m^mer of conveniences, as halls, 
chambers and galleries, 

Among the rest oi the public structures, the two 
convents belonging to the Spanish and Italian friars 
ought i^ot tq be omitted; one is the convent of the 
Augustine friars, already described ; and the other, 
that of the Carmelites, who, when our author was 
there, amounted to no more than ten in number, 
IhcHigh t||e edifice mi^t vie writfa an^ in ^ufrop* 
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belongiiig to Att wder. Three French Capochiiii 
were also at this time laying the foundation of l^ 
eoayent, in a place they bad purchased for that 
purpwe. 

Between this and the convent of the Carmelitea 
are the king's stables, where the most remarkable 
thing is a high tower, built entirely of earth, and 
the horns of ahues and stags ; the origin c^ which is 
said to be Shah Tamas's killing, in one hunting 
match, two thousand of these ammals, in memory d 
which he caused this tower to be erected, and their 
horns to be employed m the building. 

The city of Ispahan is surrounded on all sides 
with large suburbs, the chief of which is inhabited 
by Armenian Christians, most of whom are nuer* 
chants. This quarter contains twelve churches and 
about three thousand houses, which are not inferior 
to the best in the city. Another of the suburbs is 
inhabited by Georgian Christians, most of whom are 
rich merchants as well as the Armenians; and on 
the west end of the city are the suburbs, inhabited 
by the Grebers, said to be the descendants of the 
ancient Persians.^ 

CHAP. VII. 

Departure of the ambassadors from Ispahan. A description of 
tlie pass of Pylas^and a view of tlie pro?hice of Ghiian. They 
arrive at Scamachie. A description of Derbent, and of tbe 
Daghestan Tartars. They arriTe at the town of Andre; enter 
Circassia; arrire at Terki; proceed through a desolate forest 
to Astrachan ; arrive at Moscow, and return to Gottorp. 

THE ambassadors left Ispahan on the Slst of 
pecember, in the evening, and iafter being treated 

* Seie an account of ^lies» people in Mr. Hanwaj's Tratebi 
lalo^Penff, 
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with a collation, at the distance of a league from 
the city, proceeded that night three leagues to the 
village of Reschman, where they staid all the fol- 
lowing day, when the Augustine friars at Ispahan, 
some French merchants, and Mr. Mandeslo, who 
had obtained permission from the duke of Holstein 
to travel into the Indies, took their leave of them; 
and the latter informed them, that the sophi's am- 
basador to Holstein was to follow them in a few 
days, and to carry with him presents for the duke 
to the value of 25,000 crowns. 

They proceeded on their journey without any 
accident till the 6th of January, 1638, but had 
scarce Jeft the city of Kom, when the ambassador 
Brugman having a fall from his horse, put his right 
arm out of joint, which obliged them to stay all 
the next d^ at Seba; but they continued their 
journey on the 8th. They now found the ground 
covered half a foot deep with snow, which conti- 
nued till they reached the mountains of Ghikn. 

On the 9th they met with an ambassador from 
the king of Poland to the sophi, whose train coi;^- 
sisted only of twenty-five persons, he having been 
obliged by the Moscovites to send back the great- 
est part of his retinue from Smolensko. This am^ 
bassador delivered to them a letter from an Arme- 
nian bishop they had seen at Astracan, in which 
they were informed, that a considerable quan- 
tity of provisions were laid up in that city for 
their use. They intended to have lain that night at 
the village of Araseng, and sent a messenger to 
prepare their lodgings; but the inhabitants, remem- 
bering that the ambassador Brugman had afironted 
the judge qf the village, by throwing in his face 
both the water and bason, which that magistrate 
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had brought to Bragman to wash his hands, they 
refiisedthem entrance; and the Tillages of Dowlen, 
Abath and Ketxisan, also following their example, 
they were forced to proceed three leagues farther, 
through slippery ways, to the village of RuUuskur; 
by which their people were forced to travel on foot, 
and some were left behind,. who were sent for after 
their arrival the next day at Caswin, where they 
were obliged to stay nine days, till fresh cattle 
could be provided for their journey. 

On the 20th of January they left Caswin, and on 
the 33d passed seven leagues over mountains of 
different colours, as yellow, red, green and blue, 
which aflbrded a very delightful prospect. Through 
these mountains runs a brook, that has such a va- 
riety of turnings and windings, that they crossed it 
above thirty times that day ; and in the evening 
passed the river Senderuth, over a bridge that joins 
two mountains, between which it runs, and at night 
lodged in a village situated in a pleasant valley. 

The next day they proceeded two leagues by 
the side of a forest of olive-trees, at the extremity 
of which they found themselves at a place, famous 
in antiquity under the name of Fauces Hyrcania^, 
but in the times of Alexander the Great, and among 
the modem Persians, known by that of Pylas. It is 
a very narrow pass into the province of Ghilauj^ 
where two I'apid rivers joining, fall with a most 
dreadful noise from the rocks. The river formed by 
tiiis confluence is called Isparuth ; but before their 
junction the largest wa^ named Kisilosein, which^ 
running under a stone bridge, passes into the pro- 
vince of Ghilan, and by two channels discharges 
itself into the Caspian Sea. This bridge has six 
large arches^ each of which contains a good room 
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9nd kitchen, bestdet ^Uier conTenteneet; m tliaf 
these atches are sufficient to lodge a whole caravan^ 

No sooner had they passed the bridge, than the 
road dividing in two, one leads throfigh a fine 
champaign country to Ardebil, and the other ex- 
tends straight through the province of Ghilan, over 
the most dreadful precipices; it being cut out of 
the rock, and so steep and narrow, that it scarcely 
afibrds a passage for one loaded horse or camel ; 
nay, in some places they have been forced to make 
up the defects of the rock with mason^s work. The 
elifb reach on the left hand up to the very clouds, 
while on the other side nothing is to be se^i bnt 
the most dreadfiii precipices, rendered more terrible 
by the noise of the river, which runs with great 
violence at the bottom. The Persians, as well aa 
the ambassadors retinue, were so astonished at the 
sight, that they were glad to lead their horses, and 
even that bnt loosely, for fear that if they should 
slip, they would draw their masters after them. 
The horses, however, proceeded very carefnlly, 
and with seeming fear; but the camels made surer 
Steps, putting their feet into places cut in the rock 
fw that purpose. 

At the top of the mountain they found a custom^ 
house, the receiver of which made them a present 
<yf some fruits. They were now not a little astonished 
at discovering, that, though they had scarcely got 
out of the mow on the other side, the valleys were 
here full of blossoms; and they were more and 
more convinced of the surprising di£Bbrence, when 
they found the descent of the same mountain, the 
ascent to which had appeared so dreadful, and at-* 
tended with such trotble and fatigue, change into 
the mostdeli^tfid prospect, and atteqded widi all 
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kM^QaUe UM ; tbe roftd« pcwtiog tlflroofli grovei 
of nMvtB, cypress^ Bolt, ciU^m, an4 orange-treefl } 
with tlie«e» that side of the mooBtam wat entirely 
tovered^ and of the last they found such pienty^ 
that they flmig oranges at one another for diver- 
sion : but what even appeared stiU more surprisini; 
vmB, that the air» which had sufficiently pinched 
them the same morning, was before night very hot. 
Thfsy took up their quarters at the village of Pyle* 
IlulMir, upon the banks of the river Isparuth, at 
the foot of the mountain. The houses were indeed 
▼ery small, but the inconveniences they sufiered in 
tiieir lodgii^ were in some measure reeompeued 
by the Tast number of gardens^ and fruit-trees» 
planted all around them. 

It mnst be confessed that the province of Ghilatt 
is a terrestrial paradise, abounding in silk, oil, wine, 
rtee, tobacco, and a vast variety of fruit, and paN 
ticulaily vines, which spread their branches up the 
trees. The Caspian Sea, as well as the rivers, ai&rd. 
the inhabitants a {H*odigious quantity of fish, their 
pasture grounds feed vast herds of cattle, and their 
forests furnish them with venison and wild- fowl. 
This province stretches along the Caspian Sea,, in 
the fio^m of a crescent, and is encompassed jUke an 
aMqphitheatre, by a continual ridge ^ high moui^ 
taini^ the extremities of which extend to the sea, 
and being covered aU over with trees, the whole 
province appears as if surrounded with ofte entire 
ittclosure (k groves; whence it is rendered almost 
inaeees^ble, there being only four passes into it, 
and these so narrow, that not above one lo^ed 
camel can pass at a time. Out of the mountaine^ 
arke several rivera, which water the adjacent plains, 
and render them very fertile. 

VOL. VIl. X 
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they had proceeded twa leagues, they ctme to the 
Caspian Sei* and having travelled about a league 
along the shore, they took up their lodgings at a 
house near the torr^t of Nassem, The next day 
they continued their journey along the sea nde, to 
the north-west, for six leagues together, and that 
day passed at lealst fourteen aniall rivers, or rather 
torrents. About noon their calenter left them to 
the conduct of the calenter of Astara, who received 
thesB on the banks of the river Dinatfinr, tha com* 
»on boimdary between the governments of Kesker 
and Astara, and conducted them from the high 
wad, through some corn-fields, to the village of 
Sengw-Hasara, where they lodged that night, and 
were regaled with five wild boars, of whkh there 
are vast numbers in the adjacent forest, becai»a 
they are seldom hunted by the Persians, who aro 
not permitted to eat them. 

On the third day they set out early in the morn- 
ing, and proceeding four leagues to the east nortlv* 
oast, at night took up their lodgings in a miserable 
Tillage. The next day being provided with freidi 
horses, they continued their journey four leagues 
along the sea coast to the north, and then passed 
throng a forest two leagues in length, in which 
they crossed no less than twenty-two rivers. 
About half a league from the village where they 
were to take up their lod^ngs, they were met by 
the khan of Astara, at the head of two hundred 
horse, who^ conducted the ambassadors to the vil- 
kige of Choskedehene, situated upon a river of the 
same name, wHch runs throo^ it. 

They found the vines m these parts as large in 
bolk as a man's middle. The next day being th0 
fooclusioii <tf the Persiaa kut^ the khan ester- 
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tftined th^ ambasftadofs at a noble feait, whan he 
put them upon their guard, by infonoMng them of 
the danger they were in of being attacked by the 
Cossacks, who had, two years before, {Sundered the 
eity of Reschd. 

On the 7th of February, they proceeded tevem 
leagues aloi^ the sea-shore, to the pass which leadi 
into the province of Lengerkunan. This is a narrow 
bank, raised between the mountains and the fienir 
and the only passage on this side out of the pro- 
vince of Ghilan. At the end of thia causeway is the 
rirer Serdane, from whence they proceeded to Leu- 
keran, where they staid three days for some pep- 
aons belonging to their train, who had been left 
behind, and also to refresh their camels, and gst 
irerii horses. 

On the 11th they continued their journey five 
leagues to the Kedilgats, crossing four great tifen. 
The city is small ; it is about half a league finmi the 
tea, and situated upon a small river in a fine plain. 
From thence they had a full view of the mountaina 
of Ghilan, to the west-north-west, sinking by de* 
grees into little hills towards the country Of M^aa« 
At the foot of the moimtains were tfeveral hand- 
some villages, and a great number of trees, jdanted 
in a straight line along a very large tnict of pas- 
ture ground. 

On the 12th of February, they pursued their 
Joomey through a champaign country, iMd took up 
dieir quarters at night in the village of FUiesdn, 
seated at the foot of a very fertile hill. The village 
being inhabited only by soldieri, maintMued out Of 
the king's demesnes in those parties the houses 
were very mean, they being made up of laths ftm- 
lered with day. 
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The ambassador Bragman's groom would have 
^ne into the first house he came to, with oue of 
the led horses, when the kisilibach, or seedier to 
whom it belonged, told him that house was free 
from quartering, and that, besides, he had no conYe* 
aience for horses, and, having a stick in his hand, 
gave the horse a slight blow on the head. Brugman, 
who saw the dispute, instantly dismounted, and in 
a rage rushed into the house, when the soldier, not 
knowing him, stood upon the defensive, and gave 
him such a blow on the arm, tliat he cried out for 
help. His domestics immediately ran to his assist- 
ance, and the poor fellow was so terribly beat in 
his own house, that he at last, with great difficul- 
ty, crawled out of it. Notwithstanding this, the am- 
bassador complained to the mehemander, who anr 
Bwered, that he had no power over the kisilibachs, 
whose superior o£Gicer was not there ; and that he 
who had injured him had received such a chastise- 
ment, that he doubted whether he would recover^ 
however, he might take what further satisfaction 
he thought fit. Presuming on this permission, 
Brugman immediately sent to plunder the kisili- 
bach's house, and ordered his horse and arms to be 
brought away. The next day he got together all 
his retinue, and caused it to be published by sound 
of drum, that he should depart immediately, and 
that all who would stay might do it at their peril. 

Not one of the company, not even his colleague, 
knew of hia design, but it was soon discovered, 
when being mounted, he stopped at the ambassa- 
dor Crusius's lodgings, and there desired the me- 
hemander to bring forth the man who had struck 
him the day before; but he objected, that he was 
f o dangerously wounded that he was unable to rise. 
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Yet Brugman ordered him to be brought in a co* 
Terlet, and notwithstanding the intreaties of the 
other Persians in his behalf, commanded an Arme-- 
nian, who was interpreter for the Turkish language, 
to beat him with a cudgel. The poor man was soon 
killed, and then Brugman, turning to the mehe- 
roander and the other Persians, told them, that if 
Shah Sefi did not revenge the afiront he had re- 
ceived, he would soon return with a sufficient force 
to obtain satisfaction. The other soldiers showed 
that they neither wanted the will nor the courage 
to cut them all to pieces; and only seemed re* 
strained by the presence of the mehemander, who 
staid behind to pacify them, and afterwards pre- 
vailed on Brugman to return ihe horse, arms and 
furniture, to the wife and children of the deceased. 

They proceeded the three following days over 
the heath of Mokan. On the 15th, at night, they 
came within a mile of the river Aras, anciently 
called Araxes, and on the 20th reached the city 
Scamachie, when, by the khan's special order, they 
were lodged with the same Armenians who had 
been their landlords at the time of their first pas* 
sage Ijirough that city. On the 22d of February, 
the khan and the calenter came in person to invite 
the ambassadors and their retinue to supper. The 
entertainment was very magnificent ; but what was 
most obliging was, the offers of the khan's friend- 
ship and service ; and during a stay of five weeks, 
he took all imaginable opportunities of rendering 
their abode in that city agreeable. 

On the 1st of March the Moscovite envoy cele> 
brated the birth-day of the czar his master, by a 
great and splendid entertainment, as the khan did 
the 3d, 6th and 10th, on account of the new year, 
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wiies Ae iliiil>«Mad0r9 w^e 0|^eiididly^ entertained 
•t hiftomi pulace, . 

- On the 1^ <)f Maireh Areb Khan reeeived the 
garment^ according^ to the eustom of Persia, as a 
inarfc of the continnanee of the sophi's feyour : foy 
a£ler the govermm have sent their presents to the 
feopbi, he sedds them a messei^er to uifbrm them (d 
hist fwiwt or displeafflire; ifvhe,. being cQine near 
theeity vrhere the governor resides, gives them no* 
lice of Ins arrival, vben the khan, not being sura 
that he is very Mkely to retnm, takes leave of the 
whole eitjr, aisd accompanied by all his friends^ goes 
a league to meet the envoy; who no sooner seea 
him cmning, but he makes a halt, and the governor^ 
after iiaving hiA aside his swosd, tnrban. and npn 
per garment, alights, and in a sidlnnisdive posture 
approaches the envoy,* who delivers him, out (^ a 
box covered with rich tapestiy, a letter of grace 
and a rich garment, or else demands his head, which^ 
is cat ofifimmediately, and put into the box. Areb* 
Khan having,^ however, received some, private as^ 
suraneecrf^his sovereign's favoui^ and being willing 
that the ambassadors should be juresent at thia so-, 
lemnitjr, desured. their company, to which they e<m* 
sented. £k appeared on horseback withont arnis^ 
wtth'several &ie.led]iovses before hinii, and a guard, 
c^ fififceen carabineers, besides a retinue of above 
four hundred g^aitlemen, and certain persons car^r 
rying on the tops of long poles, the heads of some* 
Tuiks> and the Turkish colours Areb had taken.. 
Being come in this ovder to the sopht^s gardcf^ 
without the city, and eeeing ttie messenger standing 
at the entrance, wiili. a bole in his hand, the khan^ 
on being come wMbia twelve paces of him, Md 
aside his garmrat and turban, with a ehearful 
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eotmienance ; Imt was a little startled ivben be 
heard the envoy say nothing, till at last breaking 
iiience, he cried, " Shah Seft sends thee a garment 
and a letter of favour, thou art certainly beloved by 
thesophi/* To which the khan briskly replied, "1 
Wish the sophi'S wealth to increase for eVer, and 
that every day of his life maybe multiplied to ^ 
thousand. I am one of his majesty's old servants." 
Then taking the garment, which Was of sea-greeil 
satin, a rocket cloth of gold, a girdle and a turban, 
the messenger assisted him in putting them on, and 
was presented with some tumains. The ceremony 
Concluded with the cast's or judge's prayer, which 
ended, the khan's stewards cried aloud, " We pray 
for the sophi's prosperity, the happy success of hid 
arms, and the khan's health;" to which the people 
answered, **Alla, Alia, Alia." The khan then re- 
turned to the city with the trumpets and timbreU 
sounding, and the Turka beads and colours Carried 
before him, and on his arrival, invited the ambassa- 
dors to dinner; but having that day drank very 
freely, he was forced to retire before it Was over, 
and the whole company withdrew soon after. 

The i82d being Holy Thursday, they saw the Ar- 
menians perform the ceremony of washing the feet, 
which was done at church, when the priest washed 
the right foot of the men, and the left of the wo- 
men, and afterwards made upon them the sign of 
the cross, with consecrated butter. This doiie, he 
Was set in a chair, and raised up by twelve men. 
Who kept him in the air, with several acclama- 
tlons, till he had invited them to dinner. 

On the 30th, leaving Scamachie, they marched 
to Pyramara^, and the next day travelled six 
kHgues over the mountains without seeing a single 

VOIi. VII. T 
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others two or ik^e^, ami in swmt pl^ires there are M 
remains c^ it lef^ Op the a^jaeept hilb are also 
the ruins of mapy anciept pasties, two of which re- 
inain entire, and have garrisons for their defa^ce, 
as also several wpodep redoubts, bpilt in certaifi 
avenues. 

On one side of the city arc five or tm hundred 
tombs covered with grave stpnes, whieh exceed th(9 
ordinary stature of men, and have some Arabic in* 
^criptions upon them. lit b said that Ka^fi^n, Jcing 
of Media, iM^re engaging the PaghestiWi Tartar^, 
liiras routed, and ^terwards ordered these tpmbs to 
be made for his officers slain in the battle. Near 
the sea-shore are forty tombs, much larger than 
the former, encompassed with a* very high, wall ; 
these are said to be the tombs of some of hi# lords 
and holy men, and bo^h the Persians and Tartars 
perform their devotion in these sepulchres. 

Xhe inhabitants of Derbent are all MahometanSt 
except a few Jews, who are said to be of the triba 
of Benjamin. It is a place of no trade, and both 
the soldiers mid inhabitants being an uncivilized 
people, the mehemander desired the ambassadors to 
be upon their guard. Therefore, to remove ail op^ 
portunities of quarrelling, striet orders were givep 
to the retinue not to give the least o&mce to any 
of the soldiers or inhabitants, and to be earful not 
to intermeddle in their quarrels: and thpngh the 
khan of Tarku, who had paid the ambassadors 9 
visit in their first passage that way, ofibred to con- 
duct them safely through the Tartars pf Dagbeatan« 
yet the ambassadors, considering that himself waa 
a Baghestan Tartar, sent him word that they wouk) 
not give him that trouble, apd immediately ordered 
all the arms to be examiofd^ when they were £(H»Bd 
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^ fQwist^fifty-iwpMwk^te tod QiMeii m»#|0« 
eases ^ fiisUAn^ Iwq bcM0 gimf « Md four Uff* 
piee^fl of f rtilkry.. 

At length ikey gpt enr^y lh»»f in pfB4mits$ far 

|)l^ir d^paftMire^ and a^ tb^r^ wti «a probAbiUtjr 

of their Qbtiuaing bread for swiu time, ererj man 

Jiad foi^f days aUo^i^Qce ^tiirertd to him ; Imt on 

the I3th, just as they ^ere ready to set fiarwafd* 

they were informed thai the goirc^var had caaaed 

the cjity gates to be shut ; and he being at led by 

the meheiMnd^r his reaapn for 9q dois^> answin^ed, 

that having received intelligence th«t one Osinyn« 

9 Tartar prince, 9ear Derb^nt^ intended to attach 

th^m in theipr way, he being teeountoUe fot ihejm 

lafety to the iophi, eonld not suffer them to depart 

without a eonvoy, whleh not being ready, he de^ 

sired they vrpiild ^Ux thf^t deparjhif e till the neKft 

day. This they were awsiUe wa9 no mose than 

an tac^nm; and thoiigh ih^ were not desirani of 

.this cQnyoy, they thimhed him for his care, oaljr 

desiring leave tp go out of tha city, where th^ 

would wait for the eonvoy; whkh being readily 

granted, they piteJbed their tents at about a mile's 

distanee, near a ftne viWeyard, upon ths bank of • 

gmaH river, that is the eommcm bonndiory between 

the Peman dominlone and those of the Daghestaa 

Tartars. 

They, staid the neict morning till the smt had 
risen three hours, for the convoy paomised them.bgr 
the governor; bat none aff>earing, they proceeded 
•n their jonraey. Their tWee lieutenants, with th« 
soldiers under thtir command, m^rdied in thdvan; 
after them eame the artillery, then the ba^age^ 
mid the. ambassador Crasius; and these were fol^ 
lowed by aMthec fieldrpieee, by tht. ambaasador 
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Brahman, and by the rest of the retmtsie. In this 
order they entered the eountry (^ Daghestan. 

The Daghestan Tartars dwell among the moun* 
tuns, and in the plains at their foot, which, in some 
]ilaces, are twenty or thirty leaguea (distance from 
the Caspian Sea; and these plains extend along' the 
eoairt to the north as £a.r as Terki, comprehending a 
tract of forty leagues. The complexion of these 
Tartars is a dark yellow, inclining to black. They 
liave very disagreeable faces, but have strong 
limbs, and their Mack hair £aUs round their shonl- 
ders. Their garments are a grey or black close 
coat, of coarse cloth^ over which they wear a cloak 
of the s^me stuff, and sometimes of sheep-skin. 
They have square caps, patched together with 
doth of sevend colours, and their shoes are of 
shwp-skinsi m bor^Vhide, and are made of ^le 
piece, sewed tc^ther «t the instep or at the sides; 
and they are armed with Scim^ters, bows, arrows 
and javelins. They live chi^y upon t^eir cattle, 
the management of wkidi entirely depends upcm 
tile womeui the men's pirofession beti^^ to rob and 
■teal ; they even attack aU they meeti ^^^ithout bemg 
afraid either of the Persians dr Mosoevitee, rni ac- 
eount c^l^heir retreating places among.tiie moun-^ 
tains; so that the caravans, if not -strong^ enough ta 
encounter them, V^vtst proved hy sea. They are 
not governed by one single person, but each>city, 
*mth ib^ territories, has its peculiar lord, who is not 
absolute, but shares^the^giovemaiAnt with the othet 
lords. JHeift called th^ seheukid, and upon Mi 
death the n^rsas, or Lords of thefCOuntiy,^nieet» 
aci;^ being 4at down in a ekn^, the priest of t&a 
place throws down a golden apple into it, and lie 
Ifirlio ill |krt tpocl^d ^^ il^a ia tbe sehMnakal, : ^ 
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" HsTing tnTeUtd five leagnes throngh several 
Tillages and fertile fields, they fortified themfelves 
with their baggage, and placed sentinels, to pre* 
vent being surprised. The next day they travelled 
fix leagues through a hilly country, entered the 
lordship of Boinack, and fixed their quarters neat 
a village of the same name, on the ascent of a hill» 
vrhich being inaccessible on the sea side, they took 
care to guard their quarters vt^ith their baggage* 
placed in the form of a crescent. The lord of this 
country is not very powerful, but extremely wealthy 
in cattle. Here the ambassador Brugman, being 
vexed at the inhabitants standing to stare at them, 
would have had some firelocks without ball dis- 
chaiged, to make them keep off; and was highly 
incensed at the men, who had the prudence not to 
execute his commands. These barbarians, who did 
not vtrant courage, were highly offended at the 
marks he showed of dislike, and told the people in 
plain terms, that they, and not the ambassadors, were 
masters of the country ; that they were in no great 
fear either of the sophi of Persia, or the czar of 
Moscovy, and that they could easily make these 
strangers repent their haughtiness. They even re* 
fused to allow them to fetch water, without paying 
for it; but finding that the well was within reach 
of the cannon, they did not think fit to dispute that 
point any longer virith them. The schemkal also 
$eat them word the same night, that they should 
not s^ thence till he had visited their baggage; 
but the ambassadors answering, that they were not 
merchants but ambassadors, and as such would 
maintain their prerogative, they heard no more of 
him. 
On the 16th they set out early in the morning, 
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Ani s^vr Several sinAl troops of Turtatr?, i^imethties 
he(6te, dud somBtime^ behind fhem; btct after i 
joumefy of seven leagues, they pitched their tend 
near the city of Tarkn, within a leagae o^ the sea; 

The khan being sick« he mnt fats brother and 
three other pei^sons of distinction to complimenf 
them on their arrival; in return for wtiich they 
gettt him their physician^ \i^ho succeeded so well in 
the cure, that thfe khaft returned him his thanks for 
this favour. 

Tarku, the metiropoUs of aU Dag'hestan^ is in- 
elosed within the mountains by steep rocks, which 
are so covered With shells, of the size of a walnut, 
that they seem at a distance to consist of nothing 
else; and though the rock is as hard as flint, yet 
it aflbrdii very good pasture on its top, and many 
fine springs, that furnish tlie city with fresh water. 
Tarka is without walls, and contains about one 
thousand houses, built after the Persian manner, 
but not so well. The men are here very savage and 
barbarous, but their married women and maids are 
pretty well civilized, and do not live under the 
same restraint as thd&e of Persia. 

Though the khan, whose name was Surchou, had 
almost complimented them into a good opinion of 
his sincerity, they vtrere soon convinced that they 
were never in greater danger. They would fain 
have persuaded their mehemander to have pro* 
ceeded vtith them to Terki; but he excused him- 
self, by alleging, that he had express orders to con- 
duct them only to Tarku : and while they were in 
treaty with the Camel drivers to cal-ry their bag- 
gage thither, without their knowledge he returned 
back in the night, and took them with him. The 
surprise of this sudden departure wa^ dot a littlo 
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tuereftitd bjr what they Were told by two Moscovite 
women^ who had married Tartars, and who informed 
them, that the people of Osmjrh Boinack had sent 
word to Snrehou Khan, that the ambassadors had 
passed their country, and that instead of paying the 
duties for their merchandize and baggage, they 
had the insolence to threaten them; and therefore 
tiiey were resolved to be revenged, by killing all 
the old men, and making the rest slaves. Upon 
hearing this news, and observing that hot the least 
care was taken for their departure, and also, that 
messengers were constantly passing between these 
Tartarian chiefs, the amUasbudors summoned a 
council, consisting of all the principal persons of 
the retinde, to consult what was best to be done in 
this extremity. At this juncture some could not 
forbear reflecting on the ambassador Brugman's 
ccmduct, in exasperating the people; but, as this 
aflbrded them no relief, it was resolved, as there 
were no hopes of esc^ape, to sell their lives as dear 
ais possible, rather than fall into the hands of these 
barbarians. Indeed they afterwards found, that 
these chiefs were actually concerting measures to 
attack them, which they would have done, had not 
the schemkal, thinking they had vast treasures 
alcmg with them, flattered himself with the hope of 
getting the vthdie booty himself. For this purpose^ 
he sent to let them know, that he would have them 
take their way over the bridge of boats, above the 
city where he resided; and, that if they chose any 
other way, he must look upon them as enemies. 
The messenger had no sooner concluded, tmt he 
was going away without expecting an answer, when 
the Moscovite envoy, boldly seizing him by the 
arm, cried, '^ Friend^ tell the schemkal it is not his 

VOfc. VII* # 



pO TRAVELS THROUGH fiOSCOVY 

l)usines8 to direct the way we are to take^ whicfa 
we shall choose at our own pleasure. Perhaps it 
inay not be difficult for him to cut o£f a handful of 
men ; but let him know, that the czar^ my master^ 
whose honour lies at stake> will take a most dread- 
ful revenge!*' 

Thiis bold answer made the Tartars change their 
resolutions; even four of their princes now paid the 
ambassadors a Visit in their tent, and staid to dine 
with them: these were followed by prince Osmyn's 
brother, and thedaruga of Tarku, who frankly told 
them^ that they ought not to rely upon the khai^'s 
promises till they had made him their friend^ by 
giving him a present. They accordingly sent him 
a pair of gold bracelets, a pistol, a fusee, a barrel 
of powder, two pieces of Persian satin, and some 
spices, which put him in so good a humour, that he. 
not only promised the ambassadors to let tliem have 
for their money whatever they wanted; but invited 
them, and four of their retinue, to dinner, and enter- 
tained them with eight. dishes of mutton, curds, 
whitings, and rice. Their drink was watei: in glasses, 
and afterwards brandy in silver cups. After dinner 
the khau, by his own desire, was entertained thr^e 
hours with their music, after which meat was, 
brought in again, and one of the carvers having 
minced it^ served it up by handfuls, while they 
T^ere obliged to show no signs of disgust. They 
were also in\ ited to several other entertainments. 

On the 23d of April, the waggons for their bag- 
' gage being gut ready and loaded, Surchou Kha|i 
sent to let them know, that he had received inteUir 
gcnce that the schemkal, SultfUi Mahmud, lay in. 
Ambush to intercept their passage^ and that there* 
fore he could not permit them to depart. The same 
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eTcning twenty Tartarian horsemen, well armed, 
pitched their tents neat them; and'l)eing asked, 
what broug^ht them thither, replied, they had been 
sent by prince Osmyn to the i^chemkal, to inform 
him, that the ambassadors being friends to the sophi 
of Persia and the czar of Moscovy, he had let them 
pass unmolested, without paying any duties, and 
desired him to do so too, which the schemkal had 
promised. These Tartars departed early the next 
morning, and soon after two messengers came from 
the schemkal, to know the reason the ambassadors 
did not proceed on theiir journey, ;and to promise 
them all the assistance In his power, provided they 
took the way he had directed. These were no 
sooner gone, thq.n Surcbon Khan came In person^ 
to pay the ambassadors a yioit, and let them know 
that every thing was ready for their journey; but 
that kpo wing the schemkal better than they did, 
he WQul4 ?idvise them to stay eight days longer, in 
whicl> tjme he hoped to see the Persian ambassador 
there^ and he would then provide a sufficient convoy. 
These insinuations threw them intp a grealter per- 
plexity th^n ?ver, not knowing whom they had tp 
tfust. In this extremity they had recourse to the 
governor of Terki, whom they desired to send them 
a convoy of strelitzers ; but this he absolutely re- 
fhsed. In the meanwhile, some Armenian mer- 
chants, who had staid in hopes of going in their 
company, suddenly retired into the citv, upon a 
rumour that two hundred Tartars intended to attack 
the ambassadors. To add to their affliction, the con-« 
tinual fains had penetrated through their tents and 
doaks, and prevented their making any fires: and* 
they durst not venture themselves into the Tartarian 
^ts, for fear of being seized and made slaves. ^ 



n$ TRAVELS THftOUGH MOSCOVT 

These aad other cirenmstaftces ifn^ered their era? 
dition extrcBielT 4eplorabIe« not knowing what 
course they onght io take. At length they Bent 9 
messenger to the schein1cal> to desire 9 passage^r who 
returned the next day with fbnrTartors, and brought 
them word that the fK^hemkal was much florprised 
at the character Surchou Khan h^ unjustly given 
of him : that he ofiered them all his interest and 
service to forward them in their journey; and> as a 
proof of his sincerity^ would send them three of the 
principal men in his dominions^ as hostages for their 
passing safely through his territories. Upon these 
assurances th^y left Tarku on the ISSth of May, and 
travelled two leagues through a plain but barren, 
country, to a rivulet that divides the territories of 
the prince of Tarku and schemkal Sultan Mahmud, 
where they were forced to be contented with bread 
and muddy water for their supper. 

On the 24th they proceeded to the river Koisu, 
whic1> |s deep and rapid { near it the tovm of Andre 
is situated upon the side of a hiU^ and is the ordi*« 
paiy residence qf the schemkal. Over the river 
they and all their baggage, carried in seventy wag- 
gonSf were conveyed by the Tartars in boats, two 
of which were joined together, and a hurdle laid 
over them, the expence of the whole being forty 
crovras. Soon after the schemkal with his brother, 
*and a train of fifty persons on horseback, came to 
pay them a visit : he was abont thir^six years of 
age, very robust, and of an agreeaMe countenance* 
He had a garment of green satin, over which he 
yroTe^L cloak of coarse cloth^ His arms, Bt well at 
^hose of his company, were a scimeter, bow and 
arrows. He brought alcmg with him some sheep 
and Uplh^f ^ ft l^rgt^ cauldron full of storgeop^ 
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for sanc«; a dish, which^ U^ thiiir pref^ cil:a1^^^ 
atanoes/ aeemed moi:e agreeable thai^ all the 4eli-» 
eacjes of Persia* They eutertaio^d bim with theiit 
masic, the discbarge pf their artillery, and wit)| 
prinking brandy for two hours, when, having ga| 
half drunk, hie retired, but returned sooa after, f^ 
the ambassadors presented him wiUi a pair of go^ 
bracelet?, a silver cop, a scarlet cloak lined with 
fur, a case of pistols, a sword, a barrel of powder^ 
some Persian sUk stuflSs, and some goat skina dres^d 
into leather. He was so pleased with the 4:loak, that 
be instantly put it on, and presented his own to tha 
ambassadOT Brugman, who had the complaisance 
to flatter him, by saying, that at so great a distance 
they had but an imperfect idea of thesa parts^ and 
tharefore had not provided themselves with presenta 
suitable to his greatnfsa; but that haviqg now 
le^tablished a free trade with Persia* they would 
make ample amends for it the next time they cam^ 
that way, when they would brii^ full inatruclioni 
to enter into a perpetual league with hiuv whicht 
he did npt doubt; would turn to their s^otual ad^^ 
vantage. This flattery had suph an eSfict, thattho 
achemkal got horses and carriages for them at % 
yery reasonable rate; he eyen conducted them with 
fifty horse through a thick, wood, and i^tqrward| 
took his leave in a very friendly manner. 

On the 13th th^ entered Circassia,. which, though 
mostly iQhabited by pagai^ ai^d Mahometan Tar- 
tars, yet it was no small satisfaction to the a)nbai* 
aadors and their retinue to find themselves in, a 
lumnitry under the^jurisdiction of a Christian pi^^e« 
ProvisionSt, however, and particulariy mea^ were 
ISHjr^e a^ddear^ Th« Uj^^ d»y they pitf^^ their 
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tents in a plain country full of reeds, near a well, 
the water of which was so muddy and stinking, 
that the beasts would not touch it : here they found 
the ground full of holes made by serpents. The 
following day they continued their journey to the 
city of Terki, four leagues over a barren soil, seeing 
in the way several serpents sporting in the sun, of 
the thickness of a man's arm, and six feet in length ; 
and near Terki a peculiar kind of field-mice, called 
by the Arabians jerbuah : they are nearly as large 
as a squirrel, and not unlike it in shape, except 
their being of a darker colour, and having lie^ds 
like rats ; they have long ears, and the fore-feet are 
shorter than those behind, which renders them unfit 
for running, but they will leap five or six feet high, 
with their tails laid over their backs, which, like 
those of other mice, are long and without hair. 
There are vast numbers of them in Arabia and 
about Babylon, where they are frequently eaten by 
the inhabitants. 

About a mile from Terki they were met by the 
brother of prince Mussal, with a colonel sent by 
the Moscovite waywode, to compliment them on 
their happy arrival; a,nd while lodgings were pre- 
paring for them in the city, they were entertained 
with a collation of gingerbread, mead and brandy. 
The following day the ambassadors were treated 
with four dishes out of the waywode's kitchen. 
They sent their compliments to the princess Bika, 
prince Mussal's mother, and a few days after paid 
her a visit in person, dined with her, and entertained 
lier with their music. 

On the 21st of May they began to prepare fbr 
&eir departure, and bargained with the waggoners 
of Terki^ at a crown for eyer^ waggon and two 
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|iQFeetf» to txfty them oyer tite desert^ -whie^h was 
feventy lesgueSf to Astrachan ; and as they were 
now jmaed by many Perstan, Turkish^ Greeks an4 
JVfoscoTlte merchants, th^ had above two hundred 
wa|^ons» each of which carried three or lour per- 
sons ; but their allowance for so long a journey was 
irery slender, for it only consisted of some hard bis- 
cuit, a loaf of mouldy brown bread, and half a 
dried stinking salmon, for each man in the retinue. 
Tb^ did not even provide drink, because the am- 
bassador Brugman would not be at the expence of 
hiring a waggon to carry it; and though they were 
not then very solicitous about it, they had soon suf- 
ficient reason to repent of this ill-conduct, for in 
th£^4lreadful desert they travelled eleven days with- 
out seeing so much as a city or village, ot even a 
hiU, tree or bird, or any river but the Kisilar, and 
one small brook of fresh water; the whole being a 
vart sandy plain, which here and there produced a 
little grass, and some standing pools of salt and 
stinking water. They were, therefore, greatly 
afflicted with heat, thirst, gnats, wasps, and pther 
insects. At lei^th, however, they arrived on the 
banks of the Volga, opposite to Astrachan, where 
many of the people, prompted by thirst, ran up to 
their knees in the river to drink* Soon after somo 
• of their friends came from Astrachan to welcome 
them, and fresh provisions being brought them at 
the same time> they staid all the day near the river, 
to give leisure to the governor to provide them 
lodgings. 

On the 15th of June they passed the river, and 
had quarters appmnted them in a large storehouse, 
without the city, near the river-side, where they 
foaud a large quantity of provisions, sent thither by 
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the duke of Hcdstein's factor at Moscow ; Imt the 
ambassador Bmgman having ordered all the bag* 
gage to be shut up in one toom^ some of the retinae 
^ere 00 exasperated^ that they forced open the 
doorSf and took ai;ray their chests, in spite of the 
sentinel that stood guard. 

The ambassadors, during' their residence in this 
dtj, sent part of their retinue with liM^me horses to 
Moscow by land, and then bought two boats sixty 
feet long and fifteen broad, and hired thirty waters 
Hien, to row them to Casan. A few days before 
their departure, some Moscovite strelitzers Inrought 
the ambassadors two girls, one of ten, and the other 
of seren years of age, in order to sell them. The 
ambassador Bmgman purchased them both, one for 
twenty-five, and the other for sixteen crowns; and, 
after his return into Holstein, presented them to the 
jbchess, who had them instructed and baptized. 

On the 7th of September the ambassadors divided 
tiieir retinue, and each of them embarking in hit 
own boat upmi the Volga, sailed for Casan, where 
they staid five weeks, till the ice was ready to bear 
them. On the 13th of December they proceeded 
<m their journey in sixty sledges* 

On the 8d of January, 1639, they made their 
public entry into Moscow, each of the ambassadors 
riding in a rich sledge lined with crimson velvet, 
and adorned with Persian carpets, the chief persons 
of the retinue being mounted on twelve white 
horses belonging to the.czan On the 8th the 
ambassadors had their first jurivate audience, and 
having, a few days after, obtained their audience 
oi leave from the czar, proceeded towards Germany, 
and arrived atGottorp on the 1st of August, which 
put a period to their travels. 
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MR. JONAS HANWA Y THROUGH RUSSIA INTO 
PERSIA, AND RETURN THROUGH GERMANY 
4ND HOLLAND. 



CHAR I, 

Mr. Hanway sails to Riga, from whence he proceeds hj land to 
Petersburgh. Takes the <5harge of a carayau of woollen gooda 
for Persia. A descriptiou of Valdai and Twere j of the city of 
Moscow. Manners of the Cossacks. Remarks on the Calmuo 
Tartars. The authors acriTal at Astrachan. 

MR. Elton, an English gentleman, having 
agreed with the court of Persia/ aboat settlings 
trade throagh Russia into that empire, and after-» 
wards entering into the service of Nadir Shah, fw 
whom he viras to build ships in the European man^ 
ner ; the English factors belon^ng to the Ruisiar 
company grew uneasy at the apprehensions of tha 
offence that might be taken by the Russian court. 
About this time Mr. Hanway, a gentleman equally 
distinguished by his piety» humanity and good 
sense, being well acquainted with the nature of that 
trade, accepted of the ofifer of becoming partner 
with a factor at Petersburgh; and being desirous oi 
seeing Persia, a country so famous for great and: 
memoraUe events, both in ancient and modem his- 
tory, resolved to endeavour to complete the esta* 
blishment of a trade, which was the object of tl^ 

VOL. VIi; 2 A 



178 TRAVELS THROUGH RUSSIA 

sanguine Jiopes of the most considerable -of our 
merehants. 

In Aprils 1748, this gentleman embarked in the 
river Thames, on board an English ship bound 
for Riga, and in May entered the Sound. This 
strait is about two English miles broad, and the 
castle of Kronenburgh, on the Danish side, guards 
the entrance, while EUinburg is on the opposite 
side, on the Swedish continent. The duty paid to 
the Danes on entering the Sound, has varied at dif- 
ferent periods o£ time. The castle of Kronenburg, 
which is mounted with large cannon, projects into 
the water, and is so far detached from the town of 
Slsinenr, as to ei^joy an open and delightful pros- 
pect, and by its buildings, extent and verdure within 
the walls, is rendered an agreeable place, Elsineur 
is a neat little town, about twenty miles from Co* 
penhagen ; it is watered by a spring in the east 
part of it, and the streets being in some places 
lined with trees, have an agreeable e£fect. Here the 
eoQsuls of England, France, £h>lland and Sweden 
reside; and the neighbourhood of the Swedes 
makes the Danish garrison strict in the examination 
^ all who come into' the town. From Elsineur he 
sailed by Copenhagen, where the royal palace forms 
a magnificent prospect from the sea. He soon after 
descried the coast of Courland, which had a sandy 
and inhospitable appearance ; and near the end of 
May arrived in the bay of Riga. The Baltic, which, 
on hb entrance into it, was extremely cold, and in 
tiie middle of May is frequently covered vrith ice/ 
was now remarkably plnsant. 

Mr. Hanway, on his landing, vras carried as pri^ 
sonev to the castle of Dwenamnnd, where he was 
kept abovQ an honr^ ia the fiompatty of eommom 
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soldiers and under-seere^ies; though he had let« 
ters of recommendation from the Russian minister 
at the court at London^ to the great chancellor of 
Russia; but they made great- difficulties on the 
want of a passport, which it i» not usual to bring 
from Bngkuod; but the master of the ship had no 
sooner presented the ordinary compliment than they 
were received by the officer on duty» as the friends 
<^ his sovereign, and from thence went by land 
about half a day's journey to Riga, where our au- 
thor arrived on the 20th of May, and then found 
the weather as hot as. ever he had felt it, though her 
had lived many yeara in Portugal: for the sun 
leaving the horizon only three or four hours, and its 
reflection continuing a great part of that time, nei- 
ther the eartii nor the air has time to become tem- 
perate^ 

Mr. Hanway was received at Riga with the 
greatest kindness by the Britishh factors; but 
though he produced the most indisputable credenr 
tials, he was obliged to wait in that city seventeen 
days as a state-prisoner; for there being then a war 
between Russia and Sweden, the governor had re- 
ceived orders, that no person should proceed from 
thence without express leave from the court then 
residing at Petersburgh, This time he spent as 
^^eeaMy as a garrison and its confines would per- 
mit ; but was not a little incommoded by the ex^ 
treme heat of the weather. 

The city of Riga wad built about the year 1 190, 
when this country first received the Christian reli- 
gion. It is the metropolis of Livonia, and is situated 
in fifty-* seven degrees north latitude, on the north- 
east side ef the Dwena, which runs into the gulf 
of Riga, It vraa taken from the Swedes by Peter 
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the Great, in 1713; but the magistracy preserve 
the civil power, and their ancient immunities ; while 
the burghers have the sole right of buying of the 
Polish and Russian merchants; consequently, the 
English factors, and other foreigners, can only buy 
of the burghers. There is a provincial court for the 
affairs of the province, considered as distinct from 
the city ; and besides the corporation of the burghers, 
which has solely the management of the city afiairs, 
the crown has a court under the Russian laws, 
which takes cognizance of the assessments for quar- 
tering of soldiers^ and other a£&irs relating to the 
government. 

The Dwena is generally frozen about the end of 
November, and open again near the middle of 
March : so that it has the advantage of Petersburgh, 
where the Neva is closed about six weeks longer. 
When the ice breaks up, it frequently comes down 
in such large pieces, as to remove points of land, 
and form banks, that sometimes remain, for several 
years. On this account, no standing bridge can be 
built over the river ; and there is only one of rafts 
and boards during the summer season; so that 
people walk even with the surface of the water. 
The houses are built with steep roofs, for the better 
carrying off the water, which is very penetrating on 
the melting of the snow: the cellara are used as 
warehouses, and the first apartment in most houses 
is the coach-house, through which you must pass 
to the parlour and dining-room. The houses are 
seldom above two stories high, and the streets are 
narrow. The language of the people of Riga is Ger- 
man; but the peasants in its neighbourhood^ and 
Other parts of Livonia, speak High Dutch. 

Mr. Hanway having at length procured a pass* 
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|>art, he {HroTided himself with a sleeping wa^on, 
which 18 made of leather, resembling a cradle, and 
hung upon braces, and in this manner rode post to 
Petersburgh; in this journey he found the horses 
bc^d, but the stages were short, and the inns clean. 

Having passed through several inconsiderable 
places, he arrived at Dorpt^ which is about two 
hundred and thirty wersts from Riga, and stands in 
a plain viratered by the river Embeck, which runs 
into theiake Peipus. The country, on the side to- 
wards Riga, presents a most delightful prospect; 
and the trade ot the town consists mostly in corn 
and flax. Dorpt resembles a superb heap of ruins, 
Mdong which are the remains of a castle, which 
Peteir the Great took from the Swedes in 1704, 
and upon this occasion a great part of the town vwi 
destroyed by fire. From hence the country is 
cleared of wood, and well inhabited. 

Mr. Hanvmy now travelled along the banks of 
the lake Peipus, which is 120 wersts long, and 60 
broad, having a communication with the lake Pseow 
or Pleskow, the borders ai which are famous for 
producing flax. From thence he proceeded through 
several places to Narva, the capital o( Estonia. 
This city is not large, but stands on a riang ground, 
and is clean and well fortified. Its trade consists 
mostly in flax and timber. Two wersts above the 
town is a <5ataract in the river Narva, at which 
they are obliged to unload the barks. This eity is 
remarkable for the great defeat which the Russians 
met with in the year 1700, when 100,000 of them 
fled before a handful of Swedes. From this place 
he travelled 146 wersts to Petersburgh; the whole 
distance between Narva and that city being 540 
wersts, or .898 miles. On the 10th of June he ar« 
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Ttvei at Peterdborgh, and was txtiemAj pleaMd 
tD find a city so open^ airy» and in many places so 
vei^nlarly bnilt with good houses in the Italian taste. 
His partner^ and the other factors^ were soon 
akrmed at the complaints of the Russian court 
against Mr. Elton ; and it being resolved that one 
of tiiem should go into Persia, Mr. Hanway of- 
fered his service, which was accepted. Having ob- 
tained a passport from the court of Russia, he pro- 
vided a sloping waggon, another for his clerks 
and a third for his baggage ; also a Russian menial 
servant, a Tartar boy, and a soldier: theil receiving 
such instmotions as were necessary from the factors 
who were interested in this new commerce, he took 
upon him the charge, of a caravan (^ thirty- seven 
bales of £i^lishcloth,.and prepared for his journey. 
The caravan of cloth, consisting of twfenty loads, 
set out on the .1st of , September, aAd on the 10th. 
Mr. Hanway followed it. He had an order for nine 
post horses, and was to j»y a, farthing each, for 
every werst; but being resolved to make all pos- 
8tt>le speed, he hired peasants horoes, which are. 
better, and double the expence. In two days he 
reached the river V oleoC when the ferryman find- 
i^g.he was a.merchanl^ began to be insolent; for 
the Russian boors have a contemptiUe notion of all 
traders; the delay and impertinence to which he 
was exposed, obliged his soldier to exercise his 
eane, which so^hi brought the fellow to reason, and 
made him perform his office. On the 13th, the 
darkness of the night, with the wind and rain, to- 
gether with the badness of the roads, and one of 
the carriages being stuck in a bog, obliged our 
author atkl bts. attendants to sleep in their waggons 
in:th» Qj)i^n fields and the next day they seaebtd 
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Baanitz, Mrhich is near NoTOgorod^ and is 230 wersta 
from Petersbui^h. The weather was now mild, the 
road was open and pleasant, and provisions so cheap, 
that good beef might be bought for the value of 
three farthings a pound, mutton and pork in pro* 
portion, and bread at about one-sixth part of its 
usual value in England. 

On the I5th they arrived at Valdai, where is a 
considerable monastery. The inhabitants are mostly 
Poles, brought here as prisoners in former wars : 
but the distinction is now almost lost. The dress of 
the women is neater, and their persons handsomer, 
than the generality of the Russian peasants; but 
their excessive laughter, and painting their faces, 
greatly diminish their external charms. The coun- 
try IS hilly, and afibrds many pleasant prospects; 
and Mr. Hanway observes, that Venus seems to 
have made this her particular residence, from the 
many amorous songs admired by the Russians, in 
relation to the scenes of delight this place a£S)rds; 
though the more refined parts of love are hardly 
Ho be found among the present inhabitants. The 
next day our author got to Twere, where he came 
up with his caravan. Great complaints were made 
by the carriers of the badness of the roads, which 
increased his fears of not reaching Persia that 
year; therefore, instead of one horse to each load, 
he ordered two, and promised the carriers a hand* 
some present, on condition of their exerting them- 
selves to the utmost of their power. 

1[n Russia, carriages for merchandize are nine or 
ten feet long, and two or three feet broad: they are 
principally composed of two strong poles, supported 
by four slight wheels of near an equal size, and 
about the height of the fore- wheels of our coaches; 



]^ TRAVELS.7HR£tUlG^ HUSSIA 

ap4 soQ^ AfCf not shod with iron. .These eMria^^ 
ar^ drai^Q^oidy. by oqe^ bpi^e. The hales nce.lftU on 
a b^4 of, thick qi^tg^ and o^er thwi are usaaUg^ 
placed thicjk. mats^ two of three times double,, and 
^^^ uppQi* coveriiig q^ r^w. cow-hides. 

Twere is a very aiM^ieiU: city^ situated on the 
T|/irersa, which runs into theeVcdga* This place ia 
a irende;i¥ous for ni^rchants who trade, to the tawna . 
on th^ ^4>aa^s,of the lastTmentioned river; yet durii^ 
ihfi greatest part of the year the Twensias* not 
t^KAty; inches d^^; to^ iu the months of April and 
^i^t iJki^,§ct swelled by the. melting .of tfaie: snow^ 
that the water rises ten or eleven feet. Large flat« 
botl^m^d vessels oC^QO tons tak^ thii^opportunity of 
pafsjngoto, and from-Aitrachanrand other places;^ 
th^ jtradetp. Persia is sometimes cfvried on byihei 
saa^.channeL There are. farooght here grealuquto* 
titles pfjeavia^, fish, and rock-saU, and t^ vessels 
carry b^ corn, meal, all kinds, of groceries and* 
bale-goods. . . . 

Qn, the I9th Mr. Hsmway^ arrived at Kiln, ^ 
very agreeable. place, near a small- branch of Umk 
river Kliazma, and passing through several^ sbmU - 
village,, the next day arrived at Moscow, the me- 
tropolis, of the. Russian empire^ - ^ .... 

Mp$ca^ is iu thci latitude of 55"^ 40\4uidis built- 
somewhat .after the Eastern manner. It is about 
sixteen JEnglisJi miles in ciroupference, the river 
Moskwa runs through, it, and making, many wind- 
ings, adds a very striking beimly to^thecity; but 
in summer it is in many ^ce&shallow and mhnavi^t 
gable. Several eminences, interspersed witii groves* 
gardens and lawns, form a inost delightful pr<^ 
spect. ThcL imperial palace is remarkable foracarce 
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asy Iking hnt its haTing tiiirty chapels^ and a very 
lofty han^ng garden ; but great part of it appears 
rather like a prison than a royal palace. The num- 
ber of ehurches and chapels in Moscow is hardly 
credible; they are said to be aboye eighteen hun^ 
dred^ but many of them are Tcry mean. One of 
the most remarkable things ii% this city is the great 
bell, which is of a stupendous size, and affords a 
surprising proof oi the folly of those who caused it 
to be made; but the Russians have for time imme- 
morial been extremely fond of great bells; this ii 
4#3,772 pounds weight ; but the beam on which it 
hong being burned, it fell, and a large piece was 
broken out of it. 

Moscow being in the heart of the empire, is the 
rendence of those of the nobility who are not obliged 
to fc^ow the court, and is particularly inhabited by 
the chief merchants and manufacturers. It would 
be amazing, that the dreadful fires that have here 
spread such devastation through that city, have not 
prevented building with wood, did not the cheap* 
ness of that kind of building, and the poverty of , 
many of the inhabitants, render it in a mannef 
necessary. 

The Russians preserve a great share of the sim^ 
plicity of their forefathers : the modern refinements, 
which in some countries have rendered it unpolite 
for a son to caU his father by that endearing name, 
is little known amoc^ them; and here in the po«- 
litest correspondences, a man's Christian name, witb 
that of his father's, as Johnthe son of Thomas, is 
esteemed 'the most respectful address. 

On the S4th of September Mr. Hanway left 
Moscow, and passed through several villages near 
the western banks of the Oeca. The country ir 
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hilly, Imt abounds in arable land, and is, adqroed 
^it|i a beautiful variety of groves. , The iieprt; daj 
he arrived at Kolumna, eighty wersts from Mot- 
cow, which makes a better appearance than most 
cities in that part of the world ; for it has maiiy 
ttone and brick buildings; it has likewisj^ seTcrsd 
turrets of a very irregular figure, but being covered 
with gilded tin they make a good appearance. 

After passing the Qcca, he still found the coun- 
try very pleasant. The horses were now feeding oi| 
tiie rye just sprouting from the earth. 

Being advanced on the 36th to Peristawl Ria- 
zandLOi, he found himself in another climate; for 
the harvest was not gathered in. The i^ds are 
for the most part very good : the country has little 
wood, but is delightfully watered ; but the people 
are extremely poor, as appears by the houses. of 
the peasants, that are covered with straw, in a m^* 
ner that shows even their ignorance of thatching* 
Their language an^ diress are difierent from thoiq 
of the more northern Russians. Mr. Hanway was 
•urprised to behold so fine a country, at no more 
tiian 200 werrts from the metropolis, make such an 
appearance of indigence; but the lords are such 
bad economists that they defeat their own designs^ 
and before the peasants feel the sweets of their 
labour, not only refuse to assist them, but in a 
great measure obstruct their industry. He was now 
in an open fertile country, but the people were so 
indigent, that many of their cottages consisted only 
of one room, about five or six yards square, which 
often contained six or eight persons of both sexes;} 
but Ae inhabitants are neither numerous, nor very 
reserved with regard to the ordinary consequences 
of such cohabitations. " , 
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HighU of geese and swans were now on the win^» 
retirini; from the approaching severities of the cli*>' 
inate^ tp the warmer regions of Persia. 

On the 19th he obsenred on the shore a house 
inade under ground, the walls were wicker- work, 
and the light came in from the top. Here was pro- 
vided a bagnio for bathing, which the Russians use 
Inmost ^ inuch as the Mahometans. The place 
was inhabited by some Nogay and Circassian Tar- 
tars, who ply on the river with open boats; and 
liere were also some settlements of the Calmucks» 
From Zaritzeh to Astrachan, very little wood ap- 
peared on the banks of the Volga; in some parti 
of the western side, the country is bill^i and .the 
soil is in several |^ces rich. 



CHAP. II. 

A dttcrfption of Astrachan, its fisheries and trade. An aocoaiU; 
of the neighbouring Tartars^ of the C^lmuck settlements, and 
p{ the river Volga; with the method of curing caviare. The 
author arrives ^t Langarood^baj, and* from thence proceed! 
to Astrabad. A description of the Persian manner of smok- 
ing, and other customs of the injliabitants. A rebellion breaks 
out; the author ip great distress; th^ city ta]Len| and the o^ 
ravan designed for Mesched pl^ndere4• . 

MR. Hanway being arrived at Astrachan, was 
ohliged tp watt for Captain Woodroofe, in whose 
ship he intended to embark for Persia^ and to<rik 
this opportunity of obtaining a more full informa-> 
ti<m of tl^e city of Astrachaii, and its neighbonr- 
liood. 

This city is the metropolis of a kingdom of the 
same name« situated in forty-seven degrees north 
}«titu4ej, within the liinits of Asia^ m an island ^e4 
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"^BaTing travelli^d 300 werstg from Kolumna, lie 
arrived at Koslove, a city fortified vrith a wall of 
earth, which served to secure it from the incursions 
of tlie Tartars. On the first of October he entered 
the Step. The inhabitants, who are nearest to it, 
often improve their land by burning the grass ; and 
where it is not burned, they procure provender for^ 
their cattle during the winter season, by scraping 
away the snow, and suffering them to feed on the 
half perished grass. Here he overtook a caravan of 
European goods, belonging to Armenian merchants. 
On the 2d he arrived at Novochoperskaja, the pro- 
per boundary of Russia on the river Choper, which 
falls into the Pon. This is the Russian frontier to- 
wards the Don Cossacks, and is fortified with pali- 
Sjides, dry moats, and a rampart^ on which some 
small pieces of cannon are mounted: it is almost 
surrounded by a grove of oaks. The adjacent conn- 
try is very delightful, and the roads exceeding 
good. He now passed through several Cossack towns, 
where he found the people clean and well clothed : 
the women are gay and. comely; they adorn their 
heads with a cap rising about four inches from their 
foreheads, with two points in the form of a crescent, 
and their shifts are ornamented with red crosses : 
the uiunarried women wear theit hair plaited behind 
in the Russian manner. 

The Cossacks are a ppecies of Tartars; the name 
signifies freebooters ; but they are here civilized, 
and being indulged by the Russian government, 
continue faithful, apd are constantly ready to attend 
the Russian army : each man usually brings with 
him two bourses; and upon these occasions they art 
well clothed and accoutered, at their own expence. 

Thc^r receive pay only in time of war^ when actu- 
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ally employed^ and then only stxruUes^ij^ar^ wtik 
prcrvision and plunderi yet being exieittpt from 
taxes, they have no provocation t^ foTMke tHar 
masters. They are a gallanl and ^obeif people, attd 
some of them are said to possess ^00 cow«^ and iOOO 
sheep. * ' . J J 

For three days Mr. Han way saw little more than 
land and sky, except some woods and fiioantains to 
^the eastward, which afforded pleasure in proportion 
to the absence of other objects. There are prodigicruff 
flights of blue pigeons, of which they killed as many 
as they could consume. At ^length he and bis at- 
tendants arrived at Grigoriskoi, which forms a kind 
of peninsula. Here the inhabitants take great quan^ 
tities of craw-fish, especially in spring, whenrithe 
flesh is most esteemed ; they then pound and mix it 
in water, on which the eyes sink to the bottom* 
Quantities of these eyes are sent to Turkey and 
other countries, tliey being used in medicine. The 
houses, or rather huts of the people, are built of oak 
plank. They marry very young, and our author 
talked with a boy of fifteen, who was engajged to a 
girl of the same age. 

On the 9th he arrived under the lines, that are 
thrown up from the Don, tlie ancient Tanaid, to the 
Volga, for the distance of about fifty werst^» The 
ditch is near sixteen feet deep ; but not made en- 
tirely square, and there is a bank of earth near 
twenty feet high, ^ith strong timber rails towards 
the top. At certain' distances are placed sentry- 
boxes, from which the guard can communicate an 
alarm to the chief garrison .at Zaritzen^ which ter- 
minates the line to the western banks of the Volga. 
On this spot Peter the Great inteqded to join^the 
Don and the Volga; and the eanal W4« ao^ally 



«w* -wry fwmW^lf .^lerei,*^ the rii?«r lUm 
Ighkh idiflej^iu^efl iMJ^.ii^tP tUe£«4plw Se^^^fvV^ 
«rT«tra9>a bafriev to jtMfSP^p)^^ wJtioare ^^ptin 
•*re hiy$ik^ JBivmmB, Tl»a qim wa« yet . w<li;Q|f . A9d 
the weather delightful. On the plains neai;,4&f4t« 
cfli«ii«r9ffed dfoi9Mdairie#. 
> nZorit^en i9 GSSanileft from Mosqow^ ^ f l^gk 

• bank of the y<dga» of ^rhich it commas, a i^ 
pret^peet- It i» diinly in}|Abit44i and tlie buU^Hifi 
'Me^meau ; but it is defended by a deep dttjcb, jt ram* 
part moonted with cannon^ and a vtxqug garrispn« 

r lorft deep vftlley on tiie sonth ^e, ii an eiH»mp* 
nient of Calmvek Tartars, who are tn friendship mih 

• the Russkns, while they awe thesn J^y their p<vwer« 
They haye the stme turn of visage with the Chinese ; 
but are fieree and savage^ These are a^ dispenied 
lrtbe>of those Mangalians, whoHi the Ckmm^lwg 
ago'veceived as their conquerors. They .ar«^ uniieil 
with bows and arrows; they feed on the ilesl^ of 
Imsses, camels^ dromedaries, and other tnimalsi and 
eat their entrails, even wbea they die<>f thelin^esl 
distempers. They throw their dead into open ft^dsi 
to be. devoured by the dogs, many of which rwa 
wild, and some are kept for tha^ pqrpose^ if these 
bodies are devoured by any number exeeedh^sti^ 
they think honourably of th^ d^eased, othorwiw 
he is thought a disgrace to^ his relatijOas. 

They worship idols> whi<^ are ge^et^y small 
bits of wood, about a palm in length; the, upper 
part is rounded, and adorned wil^ a rudi^. r^esem- 
bkiAce of human featurea; thjese fignres arcdri^ssed 
up in ^{f^Mn Mgfhr Xheir s)ipre&ie, deity iSrPelH 
' Xamai larproq>erous, seesena they cares^ thaiij rag^ 
jged gods; but Imit them very Ul whan ti^con- 
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UA by.tlK9»> foetrUiiaiM^ %iAic«4'«ie B^iMn^^ 
vemmait to «Mi]»^ 4h«ib lt^tl#eU'oii4li^t4^Ii»%f 

maS'Oppibttm&iy for rabhery: And iiraid«r;>1ftdcl^ 

Mr. liMnray now employed liinietf in pr<»carittg 
• Iftopetveisel to ccmeylAi <gooi8 t& AtitHchmi 
mi A>«bd OM that had just- Arrived ymM4!00we\t 
if<Bo«r. H« <«i«i «xtrtnti^y «boeft«d kt wteiHg* dii' 
tHnt 'diglft :e<iib«rktftions hw m«nds ^er« obliged' 
faf tnktoUfc^v iriiltf^lei efl^#, i&fh« nttigation Of 
»fi«E«pfy^'of 6lt«lve#^dlreesi which ^btdentrily 
ftUiuf iifto4h«)iMti^ sink sndliecomieAS dasi^MM" 

eoMPliiD^ilO ittHM'ttiimibi'ty tttbl^S} Or j?fOi ^7h«i. 
dMli#9riii«^oiify IdMe pi«<j6»W the Tj^i-k of tret*,-' - 
it had bat few beams, and hardly any pitch ttrta^ 
]il<l>lM«fti«aili <abotA H/instead of which Itm^^ipg 
oe4>ashc3»«|»iiAa«d!oT^ the i^pin^ icaMi; to'pr^i 
v«Ht<iii*-ilDOKQ«iid 4>iid^ca»t]cl% fMra feHii^ ^t^ 
MdilBitiad «f^ii.bmtir^ft%ad ^ikes of deal witl^ 
Mwfed'tieidf; Th» «a«tii4d^ k«epih^ tlriMe vesseli 
cMdr eir vnker k, ^-iisii^ « lar^ scoop, ^n^ndikl ^ 
by«l«Wtt^«verth« wen-way, anithTOUghABcnttlti, 
«t ftipMper hKghl tike nivler^is tiirow^ ^h gi^ ' 
fiwOlty. ThOaghthcsOvesMU Appear Uk^'sdii^iry 
iM«|»;4]le^«Md« 0afrled«iJl>ytittaH8 Of thettr it 
vM^coMHtf^ialblei '■ •■•"■•■^ :.;...-■. c; -i.;-,l ...i: ■• 

^Uaviiiir g(v«K(^<ntoie(>sgary k9lrbctiottft<with re^ 
pmi tobak^^hisCbe ^bod«, h^'pr^aredfor^hisb^'- 
'v^jagt dtAdi thet Volga?byBoyft«gf Wo-1>ott«i cach-^^ 
ti*b«>ii«vigated b7 five ^rMCi^ttCfraHd lib own ^{-^ 
tmitathifm ^e4diiilOB^«r sfik ttk^etn, fyr^ 
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yn/iesimfflf^88^^'^^ ^jMitld not ^liii^ bat 
lOMsbti iMe eQf)»i||€saW9:> by Ipo^ p u ffh cfmfideiMt^ 

VMkej^^ rav-bqa^ which eatrjr.fMm tw^pnty 1^ 
thirty hands^ and furnish t^tOiQiidvea with firt^MML 
Their general pmctioe i8» ta bowd.iMPcdiei^; 
bnt where they apprehend a brave regittanee» thfy 
leldom laal^ an attack. HencA few of the Hotiton 
i|ii«rQJii(Qt8 tramport any carg« of value dqwn thii 
filler without a convoy. These robbers appear 
iMstly in the spring, when the banks of the Volg* 
bdng overflowed, they can the more eanly escape 
a pursuit. The soldiers, who are occasionally sent 
after them, are ordered to take them alive, fipom Urn 
apprehensuniy that allowiqg^ tbem to kill might 
pr^ve fatal tf> the innocent, t^Mrpugh the stranip 
teipptations to {dunderj^ with which the soldieii an 
aerated. 

. The Armmiaas generally fight with great Imifetf 
mi intrepidity in defence ^ their |Nr^p^rty; bat 
the Bonrlfcks, who navij^ate the Volga, areao im^ 
timidated. 1^ thes^ robbers^ that thqr no sii^ner 
^^p(^^thfM>t they behave like men stouck witk a 
pfuiq, j|)4 even ascribe to them an irreiirtiUe 
f^ff^p^ derived from an infernal spirit It iw«s fer^ 
wi^ ik^ custom, in ilkMe jeasQS, t»fall «Aj0ifir 
£a^ as soon as require4 by the Tobbeii, mdite 
m^^^hem to phinder #t pleasure, not dariog^ ta 
look up, lest it should cost them their liret^) Th# 
n^)ccl|^ or master of the vessel, being thut at thflir 
niercy, is happx if he escapes ^mth Bfe; for tha 
r^^2^J^w (^do^/nny i^ntiinents of hmaanity 
fqr\a in^nof fHperiw^ b^t ^ he attempta t« 

d^eii4 ^019^ ^^mj^m^t^'^ WWieiid, of 
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lieiii^ barbftrondy murdered. The^e robbers tre 
mccuftomed to obterte the same condttet oa the Cm- 
fiidii Sea, bat maeh less of late years thaa formerly. 

The punishment cS these wretches, when taken, 
is^ not less dreadfbl than the craelties they commit . 
A float is built whereon a gallows is erected, on 
which is fastened a number of ircm hooks, and on 
these they are hung alive by the ribs. The float is 
then launched into the stream with labels over their 
heads, signifying their crime ; and orders are given 
to all the towns and villages on the borders of the 
river, that none, on pain of death, shall afibrd them 
relief. Sometimes they are met by their partners in 
wickedness, who, if they have no hopes of their 
recovery, put an end to their misery, by shooting 
them; but if they are caught in these illegal acts 
of mercy, they are themselves hung up, without tlM 
ibrmaltty of a trial. It is said that one of these 
miiereants had the good fortune to disengage him<>- 
self from the hook, and, though naked and trembling, 
with pain and loss of blood, he got ashore, when 
the first ol3|ect he saw being a poor shepherd, he had 
the cruelty to beat out his brains with a stone, and 
ttien to take his clothes. These malefactors some-* 
tines hang thus for three, four, and sometimes five 
days dive. The pain generally produces a raging 
fever, wherein they utter the most horrid impareca- 
tions, and imjdwe the relief of water or liquors. 

On the 14th of October, Mr. Hanway put off 
from shore; the stem part of his boat was covered 
with Hurts, so that he could sleep protected from 
the weather, which now began to be very cokL He 
took some of the soldiers with him, that, if by acci-^ 
dent he should be separated from the goods, he 
might have some aamtanee. The next day he saw 



uyexfd.miLtfT'£Qwl m^«h larger than «va&«» vhicll 
th^j resfpibled uittlifdr f^Qt and beaks; aod thp 
Russiawcall tbem dil(9tvtb|i» which fiignifies a wild 
old woman. They have a very large claw, that will 
cputam a whole fish of a cmsiderable sizi^. They 
fly very near each other^ in the form of a semi* 
eirde^ not far above the water^ and having drivcB 
the fish, which are their only food, into the ihal- 
Ipws^ dart down upon tiiem. The fat of this bird 
is used bf the Russians as a eure for aches anl 
bruises. 

In the spring, the high waters of the Volga net 
only undermine its hanks^ but sweep away large 
trees, so that some creeks of the river had hardly 
any passage left. The soldiers fed luxuriously i^ 
the fisheries, for nothing more than thanks. The 
weather was calm, and the current moderate; in 
many places the banks are high, and in others there 
is a flat shore, the breadth being from a mile to a 
quarter of a mile. 

On the 17th our author stopped at Chemoyare. 
This is the first 4own from Zaritzen, from which 
it is distant two hundred wersts, and is esteemed 
half way to Astrachan. It is defended by a diteh, 
with some cannon and chevaux-de-frize. The inha-^ 
bttants trade with the Calmuck, Kuban , and other 
Tartars, in a quarter distinct from the town. The 
next day, though he was obliged to lie by in the 
night, he advanced ninety wersts, but not without 
danger of being drowned ; for the boat had no 
kcri, n6r any running tackle, and the watermen 
being extremely unskilful, and not able to let the 
saU fly, it was a singular providence that they were 
not all overset. As he proceeded further, several 
wrecks appeared on the banks of the river. Great 
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HighiB of geese and swans were now on the win^, 
retiring from the approaching severities of the cli^ 
inate^ to the warmer regions of Persia. 

On the 19th he observed on the shore a house 
inade under ground, the walls were wicker- work« 
and the light came in from the top. Here was pro- 
Tided a bagnio for bathing, which the Russians use 
almost as inuch as the Mahometans. The place 
was inhabited by some Nogay and Circassian Tar- 
tars, who ply on the river with open boats; and 
liere were also some settlements of the Calmucks» 
From Zaritzeh to Astrachan, very little wood ap- 
peared on the banks of the Volga; in some parti 
of the western side, the country is biU^i and.t)|e 
aoQ is in several fisL^es rich. 



CHAP. II. 

A detcrfption of Astrachan, its fisheries and trade. An aocoaiU; 
of the neighbouring Tartars^ of the C^lniuck settlements, and 
p( the river Volga; with the method of curing caviare. The 
author arrives ^t Langarood^baj, anJ^ from thence proceeds 
to Astrabad. A description of the Persian manner of smok- 
ing, and other customs of thi^ injliabitants. A rebellion breaks 
out; the author ip great distress; th^ city ta]Len| and the ccv> 
ravan designed for Mesched pli^ndered* . 

MR. Hanway being arrived at Astrachan» was 
ohliged tp wait for Captain Woodroofe, in whose 
ship he intended to embark for Persia^ and todt 
this opportunity of obtaining a more fall informa* 
ti<m of tl^e city of Astrachaii, and its neighbour^ 
liood. 

This city is the metropolis of a kingdom of the 
same name« situated in forty-seven degrees north 
|«titude^ within thelimits of Asia^ in an island QaUe4 



Holgoi, sixty English miles from the Caapiiii aea« 
It was taken from the Tartars, and contains about 
seventy thousand inhabitants, among whom are 
many Armenians and Tartars, of various denomina- 
tions, with a few Persians and Indians. The man- 
ners and customs of all these different people exhi- 
bit an epitome of Asia. The city is about two miki 
and a half round, but including the suburbs, five 
miles. It is surrounded by an old ruinous brick 
wall, and defended by a garrison of six regimenti 
of the best Russian troops. The houses are of wood^ 
and most of them very mean ; the higher part com- 
mands a prospect of the Volga, which is here near 
three miles broad ; but the melting of the snow^ 
which causes floods, and the rising of the water in 
autumn, are observed to affect the air, and cause 
diseases. The city is surrounded by gardens and 
vineyards, that produce all the roots, plants and trees 
known in England, except potatoes, cauliflowers^ 
and artichokes; and the orchards furnish them with 
plenty of apples and pears, cherries and water-me- 
lons, which in taste and colour resemble those in 
Portugal. Our author met with no fruit which he 
thought extraordinary, but these melons ; though 
the court are so fond of the grapes, as to procure 
them at the expence of land carriage. The wine of 
Astrachan is very indifierent. As their summers are 
generally dry, they are obliged to water their gar- 
dens : this is done by large wheels, some of which 
are moved by horses, and others by the wind. These 
wheels are so high, as to throw the water into the 
most elevated part of the garden, whence it rutii 
in trenches to the root of every tree and plant; in 
this manner the gardens and vineyards are gene- 
rally watered from the middle of May to the middle 
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of September. The chief game hi the neighbouring 
country is partridges and hares; here are also water 
and wild fowl, of all sorts, in great abundance, and 
in summer plenty of quails. 

About ten miles below Astrachan, is Bosmakoff^ 
a small island remarkable for its large store- houses 
of salt, and brought thither by boats, whence it is 
conveyed in large flat-bottomed vessels up the Vol- 
ga. With this salt all the country is supplied as far 
4s Moscow and Twere. In this place are likewise 
large fisheries, to which the neighbourhood of the 
salt-works is of great advantage. These extend even 
to the Caspian Sea, reaching south-eastward as far 
as Yaeik, and also a hundred miles ^bove Zaritzen. 
From these fisheries all the country is supplied as 
far as Petersburgh ; the vessels are in the spring 
loaded with salt fish, but in winter, when the fish 
will keep as long as it is frozen, it is carried by 
land as far as Moscow and Petersburgh. The prin- 
cipal sorts are sturgeon, starlett, a large white fish 
called beluga, and assotra, which resembles stur- 
geon. 

From the latter end of July to the beginning of 
October, the country is frequently infested with lo- 
custs, which fly in such prodigious numbers, that 
they darken the air, and appear, at a distance, like 
a heavy cloud. The inhabitants say they are gene- 
rally seen as the cold weather comes on, in their 
flight from the northward to the southward. 
Wherever they fall they eat up every thing that is 
green; all gardeners, therefore, look out for them^ 
and upon their first appearance, endeavour to keep 
them oir, by making as much smoke and as great 
a noise as possible ; but these destructive insects, 
after flying as long as they *are able, sometimes fall 
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in their gardens, on the tops of bouses, and eYen in 
the fires. Their bodies, compared with the smalbiesi 
of their win^, are very large, and generally from 
two inches to two and a half long, and about three 
quarters of an inch in diiimeter ; their shape nearly 
resembles the largest sort of green grasshoppers. 
Mr. Woodroofe observes in his journal, that, as he 
was sailing up the Volga to iljtritchan, he saw a 
prodigious cloud cbming from the west-north-west. 
The wind blew very fresh, and nearly from the 
^ame point, when the locusts falling down, the wa- 
ter was covered with such vast swarms of them, that 
in some places they greatly obstructed the motion 
of the boat for ten or twelve fathoms together. He 
also says, they live for some time under water, for 
as they mounted on each other's backs, they formed 
a cluster of near three feet diameter, which rolled 
along by the force of the wind, and the rapidity of 
of the current. In this manner they were driven 
ashore. Their wings being dried, they got upon 
the pasture, and very few were drowned. For three 
days they lay so thick upon the plain, upwards of 
three miles round, that it was impossible to walk 
without treading on them, and when they began 
to fly, they disappeared in less than half an hour, 
leaving the plain without a blade of grass. 

The trade of Astrachan is very considerable«r 
Their foreign trade consists in red leather, linen, 
woollen cloth, and other European manufactures, 
the greatest part of which they export to Persia for 
the Armenians; in return they import Persian ma- 
nufactures, as silk gashes intermixed with gold, for 
the use of the Poles; wrought silks, and stuffi 
mixed with cotton, raw silk, cotton, a small quan-t 
tity'of drugs, and in particular rhubarb; but this 
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last article is enj^rossed by the ^vemment^ and 
private persons are forbid to deal in it under pain 
of death. Tlie officers of the admiralty and custom- 
house of Astrachan have very small salaries^ \vhich 
U the case in all other parts of Russia; so that in- 
stead of doing their duty, and dispatching business, 
they often seek pretences to protract it, in order to 
obtain the more considerable presents. Upon these 
occasions French brandy, white wine, hats, stock- 
ings and ribbons, are acceptable. 

While Mr. Hanway was here, the governor in- 
vited him to a feast, at which there were near a 
hundred dishes; this gave him an opportunity of 
seeing a singular specimen of Russian intempe- 
rance ; for above twenty people drank to excess, in 
goblets filled with a kind of cherry-brandy. This 
feast was made for the birth of the governor's 
grand-daughter, on which occasion^ each of the 
guests presented an ofifering according to his rank. 
This is a civil way of levying a tax from the mer- 
chants, and a custom though not elegant, less ab- 
surd, in the opinion of our author, than those of 
some politer countries; for here, without disguise 
or ceremony, you leave one or two ducats, or some 
richer present, on the bed of the lady, who sits up 
with great formality to be saluted. 

Mr. Hanway was led by his curiosity to see the 
devotions of the Indian Pagans, in a little tempU 
they have here. Their priests use beads, incense, 
prostrations and offerings, small bells, with other 
music, and raise their voices in singing with the 
utmost yejbemence* The object of their adoration 
was a pagod> ugly and deformed to a degree of 
horror* The service being over, they presented 
Mr, Hanway som« of th« froitl which had been 
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offered to the idol» bat he thought proper to re- 
fuse them; though not without some melancholj 
reflections on the abject state to which he saw 
human nature reduced. 

The Tartars here have the utmost abhorrence of 
this pagan worship, and will not even carry money^ 
that has the impression of man, or any living crea- 
ture, in their temple. Their devotions are performed 
in silent prostrations, only the priest, at certain 
times, utters an invocation to the Lord of Nature, 
through the mediation of Mahomet. 

For several miles round the city, where the soil 
will admit of cultivation, there are settlements of a 
very civil and industrious people, of the race of the 
Crim Tartars, who are tributary to the Russians. 
In the summer they improve their land, the pro- 
duce of which is a seed called manna, oats, musk 
and water-melons; but their wives and children^ 
with their sheep, horses and cattle, they reckon 
their principal treasure. When a daughter becomes 
marriageable, they cover her tent with white linen, 
tie a painted cloth on the top, with red strings, and 
l^ace by the side of the tent a painted waggon, 
which is to be her marriage portion. This is a sig^ 
nal to those who design to marry, and the girl is 
generally given to him who ofiers the father the 
most valuable present. These people are Mahome- 
tans, and, contrary to the practice of the Calmucki, 
are extremely nice in their burying-places : they 
dig their graves very deep, line them with brici: 
dried in the sun, white- wash them on the inside, 
and build a cover over them. They then raise tUek 
walls of mud round the place, and fix over the tap 
one or more flags, according to the characters of 
the deceased, 
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On: the 8th of November our author left Aitra^ 
%ban, under eouvoy of the governor's barge, vrith 
twelve grenadiers, and at night slej^ within pistol- 
shot of a Calmuck settlement, composed of round 
tents raised with canes, in the form of a cone, and 
fBOvered with a thick felt of camel's hair, which 
keeps Out tlie weather extremely well. These tents 
are about twelve feet high, and from ten to fifteen 
yards in circumference. The inhabitants make a 
fire in the centre of the tent, and the smoke issues 
from the top, at a hole left for that purpose. The 
people are miserably poor, and subsist on fish, which 
they take in the Volga, drying in summer the pro- 
visions they prepare for the winter. They prefer 
living on the banks, where the flags and rushes 
grow to a great height, thinking that they defend 
them from the severity of the winter^s cold. There 
are seldom more than seven or eight tents in a 
place, which contains thirty or forty persons, who 
Uve in distinct families, and a chief, whom they 
choose from among themselves. There are other 
Calmucks, who travel to the south on the approach 
of virinter, and return northward in the heat of 
summer. 

As Mr.Hanway advanced within thirty wersts 
of the mouth of the Volga, he descried a great 
number of small islands ; the whole scene appear- 
ing wild and inhospitable. Being happily arrived 
at Terki, he embarked in the British ship, the 
impress of Russia, and was rejoiced at finding 
himself in a vessel of good oak, prd)ably the only 
complete ship which had till that time appeared on 
the Caspian Sea. It gave him no less pleasure to 
aee the English flag hoisted, and to receive those 
common marks of esteem, which masters of ships 
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ply to their merehaBtf, when they haire any gaoB^ 
As we are goings to take lea^e of the Volga^ m 
jriver so often mentiimed^ we shall here gire a more 
particular description of it* It was anciently called 
the Rha, and is justly esteemed^ for its extent and 
depth, one of the noblest rivers in the world. It 
derives its source from the lake FernofTin the pro- 
vince of Kerkofi^ running, according to general 
computation, near 4500 wersts, or 3000 English 
mfles, before it empties itself info the Caspian Sea< 
Into this river fall the Twersa, which comes from 
Twere, the Moscwa from Moscow, the Occa from 
Kolumna, the Rama, which divides the Nogay and 
Kuban Tartary, the Samar and Samora, and many 
others. It is of the utmost utility to the vast empire 
of Russia, both with regard to commerce^ and as it 
has been a means of reducing the di£ferent tribea 
of Tartars who frequent its borders. The immense 
quantities of water that flow Into it from other 
rivers, and from the mountains when the snow 
melts m the spring, are the cause of its swelling at 
different times and places^ It usually begins to rise 
in March, and increases in April and May, conti^ 
nuing above its usual mark till the end of June; 
and then it decreases very fast. It is often raised in 
September by autumnal rains ; but this rising is 
neither so ccmstant nor so considerable. As there 
«re many difierent climates in the course of the 
river^ the ice breaks up at different times. The 
banks are altered almost every year by the force of 
the current, and by ihe sands blown into the river 
from the adjacent countries^ The danger arising 
from these shifting banks is not very great, but it 
creates delays. The usual course of the stream can 
hardly be reckoned above a mile an hoar. The imi« 
VOL. vii. 2 D 
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-vigBiidn H difficult fbr v^sdls that dtaw above Ave 
•feet water, except in times of flood, when the larg- 
est flat-bottomed vessels find suffkieiit water. Oiir 
Author has seen one afloat in the month of October, 
said to have 600 tons ofsalt and fi^ on board, and 
in some seasons they have barks of greater harden. 
The trade carried on in this river is great and ex- 
tensive ; bnt from no place more considerable than 
from Yarislaw and Casan. 

' Besides the great abundance offish taken in the 
Volga, and sent either salted or frozen to different 
parts of the Russian empire, a commerce is carried 
on in caviar, which is the roe of sturgeon and the 
fish called beluga, and is thus prepared : they take 
^way the stringy part, then mix it with salt weH 
eleaned, and made into brine; and when drained 
from the oily parts and pressed, it becomes of such 
a consistence as to keep two or three years. In the 
winter it is sent to all parts of the empire, and is 
much esteemed by the natives as well as foreigners. 
A large quantity is made for exportation, which Js 
consumed by the Christians of Italy and the Levant. 
The Armenians have the greatest skill in preparing 
it, and usually make about 6000 poods, or 100 tons, 
every year : and in 1749 they brought fOfiOO poo^ 
to market. 

On the 22d of September Mr. Hanway set sail, 
and on the 3d of December arrited in Langarood- 
bay; where being informed that Mr. Elton was re- 
moved from Reshcd to Langarood, to Attend the 
maritime afiairs in which he was engaged, he sttit 
to let that gentleman know of his arrival, upon 
which he came on board, and conducted our author 
' on shore, where he gave him a polite reception. 
Mr. Hanway delivered to him a pair of pistols «f 
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evqaiaite workmanihip^ nvraiited in gold, and some 
oilier curioiiB things Mrhich Mr. Elton had \vrote 
fyr, at the desire of Ali Kouli Khan, the shah's 
litpl^w, with whom he was solicitous of cultiyating 
• good corr^pondence. Mr. Hanway spent seven 
hours with this gentleman, during which they talked 
^ver the affiur of the Caspian trade. Mr. Elton was 
iod^d seriously em{doyed in building ships for the 
shah, and proved that he was capable of surmount-* 
ing the greatest difficulties Mr. Hanway expressed 
Ms fears of the consequence of his engagement 
with Nadir, and pointed out many capital incon* 
irenienees he apprehended w(^ld follow from it. 

One great inducement to open the Caspian trade 
was, the hopas of estaUishing a new branch of 
eommerce fromAstrabad toMesched, from yhence 
Mr. Elton thought it practicable to extend it to 
the northern cities o£ the Mogul's empire. It now 
fell to Mr. Hanway's lot to attempt the execution 
of this design. He had brought with him to the 
value of j?5000 in woollen goods, for which h.e 
found there was no market in Ghilan, and there- 
fore his presence there would be of little use* 
But though Mr. Eltcm had already secured the 
shah's express decree, by which it was ordered, 
that safe conduct should be given to him in al) 
parts of his dominions, he was so alarmed by the 
vicinity of the Turkuman Tartars to Astrabad, that 
he did not choose to venture, till, by inquiring,, he 
found, that in case of danger he might tber^ hav^ 
what guard of soldiers he pleased. 

On the 10th of December, having taken leave of 
Mr. Elton, Mr. Hanway went down to the creek. 
The ship was at anchor, out of sight of land, and 
the willd blew very fresh; he had a crazy boat 
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rowed by Pcrsiani, whd are, for the moet part; 
equaHy timorous and umkilfol» M that it vas with 
reluctance he ventured to sea ; hut he fioon got sight 
of the ship, and happily reached her. He directed 
liis course for Astrabad, and was four days in sigh* 
of the great mountain Demoan, which is said to be 
thirty leagues within land ,* and yet at the distance 
of four or five leagues from the shore^ it might be 
distinguished very plainly, rising in the form of a 
pyramid. 

On the 18th of December he entered Asfarabad- 
bay, into which runs the river Korgnn, after wMh- 
iug the banks of the desert of Turkumania. The 
aea hat here, as welt as in other parts of the Caspian, 
made great inroads ; so that in many places trees 
lie on the shore, and render it as difficult of aceeii 
as its appearance is wild and inhospitable. The ship 
having cast anchor, Mr. Hanway dispatched an 
Armenian servant to know if he might land his 
goods with safety; but he soon returned withovt 
obtaining any information. Many fires were in* 
stantly seen in different places, and upon the moon^ 
tains, to alarm the inhabitants for fear of a surprise ; 
for this was taken for a pirate's ship, and the people 
on the coast were terrified, on account of their hav-« 
ing been often plundered by the pirates. Two days 
after Mr. Hanway went on shore; but stumpa of 
trees and shallows made it difficult for a long-boat 
to land nearer than twenty yards. The peasants at 
lengtk being satisfied that he came in a frigidly 
manner with merchandize, received him and liit 
attendants, and conducted them by many crooked 
paths through a thick wood to a small village. 
These people are swarthy, but their features are 
f ^ujaji and somewliat d^eate. Mr. fiaowa^ tent 
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Ms AmMiaa ittttirpr^tef )wit& hui ctai^iliniieiits to 
MahoiDiiied Z— n Beg, tike gOTensmr oC Astrabad» 
aod mill ordwi to furovide neeeMunes for. the fresh 
]pecfcage of tbe cloth, after which he returned oa 
hoftrd« 

' On the 2l8t it ww observed that the nm had 
riMnatxmt an hour before it was visible to those in 
the ship, sach is the rtupendons height of the.mowr 
taubs. The gorernor sent to assure Mr* Hanway of 
his protection, and to advise him not to repose an;^ 
confidence in the peasants near the coast. A few 
days after he was visited by Nazeer Aga, a Femsn 
officer, who had been recommended to him as a 
person of great probity : he made him an ottbx of 
his house at Astrabad, which Mr. Hanway accepted^ 
and assured him of the sense he had of his own hap? 
jmeos, in meeting with so kind and. g#nerons a 
friend. Nazeer Aga was accompanied by Myrza» 
a grave old man, who had a great rejMitation &m 
wkdom. 

On the 30th the ditp narrowly escaped being 
Ibnmed; for about eighty pounds of raw cotton* in* 
tended for the package of the bales, being set on 
fire in the steerage, by the carelessness of one of 
the seam^i, it was with difficulty extinguished. Mr. 
Hanway was asAeep in the cabin, and almost juffin 
cated with smoke, and the danger was the greater* 
as the fire was. about the powder-cheat; but it 
plMsed Providence that no harm was done^ cacoept 
burning the hands and faces of some c^the sailaa^ 
which were soon cured. 

Mr . Hanway soon alter prepared to. go on diore ; 
Imt the Armenian interpreter began naw to express 
his fears of the dangers to which they .should be 
WffQied, in their intended journey to Meichedii 
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viitra fafi l«l faeai ro&hsd ef goods to a eonklenUe 
Tahie; hat, btng^of a tuaonms JUtfockiim, wha/k b« 
laid made: biA Itltie ioiprettioii; aad M3rrza Ma« 
kommed baTiog xeceired orders firom the goveniM 
of the province to supply Mr. Han way with a guards 
Md to entertam him in his h<mse, he landed the 
Inles witbont waiting ior the governor^ who had 
i«tl«Hittd his design to visit the ship* 

<^ the 2d of Jaimary, 1744, Mr.Hanway pitched 
kis^ tent on the shore/ and collected all the peoplo 
who were to convey the goods to the city. Myrza 
then sent him an invitation to ciRse to his boosei 
and his son, who delivered the message, assored 
htm, in a cmiplinmitary strain, that his father 
wottid kill him if he returned vrithont him; Mn 
Haswaj, however, excused himself till the next 
day. One of the eompai]^ then rang ait extempore 
fMsng:, consisting mostly of wdsomes and fulromt 
toinpiinients to the strangers, after which tiiey eat 
their pleo, which they finished in a much shorter 
lime than a table could be laid for a polite enter* 
tmunent ia Europe. At length they made lai^ 
fires, rooiul which tl^y danced, and appeared very 
joyful, and in the evening they performed their 
devoticms* During the night, the jaekalls in the 
woods barked and hovded to «ich a degree, that ift 
aras very difficult for perscms unused to such noise^ 
to receive the refreshment of sleep. In the morning 
Myrza'# brother and his two sons came with several 
horses, of which Mr. Hanway took one foar himself, 
and another for his interpreter ; and in abont eight 
iionrs they arrived in the city, the carriers making 
Imt one stop on the way, which w» to pei^irm theilr 
devotions. 

The next day Nazeer Aga» in whose house ho 
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y/ifM lodged, lent him a hor$6 Imnimmety tmp^ 
fwm^9 and insisted on his taking his seirants ai 
iirell as his own to attend him« Mr. Hanway 's pr^ 
lient to the governor was carried in before him, awl 
consisted of several cuts of fine doth, and loaves of 
ingar laid on a tea-board. The govemcKT teas at- 
tended by several persons of the greatest distinction 
in the city, who all rose at his coming, and desired 
Trim to take his place ; when the governor, obterv* 
ing that he coald not accominodate htmaelf to their 
manner oi sitting, ordered a chair, bid him welomi^ 
to Persia, and told him that the city of Astrabad 
was now at his disposal. Mr. Hanway returned 
liim thanks for this high-straihed compliment^ and 
assured him of the satisfaction he felt at being te^ 
ceived into, the protection of a person of his. eh*- 
raeter and authority. He then mentioned the fkvonr- 
able decree granted by the shah to the English 
merchants, and observed, that it depended on the 
governor to see his majesty's pleasure executed. 
He afterwards asked, if the passage to Mesched waa 
vafe ; the governor answered in the affirmative, and 
^at he would send four choice soldiers with him, 
who should be bound for the safe delivery of his 
4^ravan at Mesched. Upon this our author retiimed 
him thanks, and retired. 

Mr. Hanway now went to pay his respects to 
*Nazeer Aga, of whose humanity and. politeness he 
liad received such signal proofs. This old man bad 
been Nadir's companion, when he was only the 
chief of a party of robbers in the Meighbouring 
mountains. He seemed too honest for Nadiir's pur* 
pose, and his want of aml^on secured him from 
most of the calamities common to favourftes. His 
White beard gave a venerable air to his pers(Hlt tad 
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M mnif ehetffiifeQefti rendered KU company pe&- 
ifeetily ^^eeaUe. The old niaii received him with 
great marks of kinidne^, and aent for some master- 
canriefs^ to a^e about conveying his caravan to 
3f esehed. Here Mr. Hanway first received a proof 
0f the e^tvocating disposition of the modern Per* 
aiaps; and finding it was impossible to fix them to 
lu^ thing, he took his leave for tjiat time. 

Mr. Hasvay waa visited a day or two after by 
aeveral of the principaT men of ike place, who made 
their comj^immts by putting their hani^.on their 
bseasts, and bowing the head* Those who are more 
familiar, press the palm of yonr hand between both 
iheiri;, and then raise them to their forehead, to 
^arpTMl^^lie high and cordial respect they, have for 
yo^r person. Most of the i^wtors had an air of 
importan<:e, arid spoke little, but after sittii^ and 
iimoaking the caallean for a few minutes, took their 
leave. 

The Persians are extremely fond of tobaccos 
^leirs is yellow, and very mild, when compared with 
jthat of America; and they draw the smoke in pror 
d^ions <]^antities. The callean used on this occa- 
sion, is a gh^s vessel, resembling a decanter, fiUefl 
about three parts with water. The tobacco being 
prepared, and made into a ball, is put into asUv^ 
utensil, not unlike a tea*cup, which has a tube; that 
reaches almost to the bottom of the water. Another 
tube is fixed to the neck of the vessel above the 
water, fastened to a leathern pipe, through which 
they draw die smoke, and as it passes* through the 
water it is cool and (deasant. 

Mr. Hanway entertained some of his guests, ac- 
cording to the custom of the country, with sweet- 
meatSj ofirthieh tb^ took a little^ and. gave the 
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remainder io their servants : these are often so nor 
merous^ that a treat of this kind \irill cost ten or 
twelve crowns. 

The difficulties and delays made by the carriers, 
gave MnHluiway great vexation; at length, being 
persuaded by Nazeer Aga, he agreed to let the ca- 
mel drivers set out with part of the goods, two or 
three days before him; as they alleged they could 
not keep pace with the horses. Acccnrdingly, on 
thelOth, he delivered forty bales, sent an Armenian 
fervtot along with them, and appointed a place of 
rendezvous on the other side of the mountains. 

Mr. Hanway then made a visit to the governor, 
who appeared perplexed and troubled. He said that 
he yJ^M providing horses to send the king's treasure, 
amounting to 17,000 crowns, to Casbin; and ho 
now let our author know, that he could not spare 
him above one soldier. He was extremely startled 
at this, and used many arguments to persuade him 
to alter his resolution, but without effect. He inn ' 
mediately prepared to follow the first caravan, and 
got kedgavay s, a kind of covered chairs, large enough 
for one person to sit in, which the Persians hang over 
camels in the manner of panniers, that he might ac- 
commodate any of his compimy, should they happen 
to fall sick, and provide for his own security against 
the extremity of the cold. 

While he was giving the necessary orders, Nazeer 
Aga came and told him, that he must not depart, it 
was not a lucky hour. Mr. Han way answered, that 
as he depended on that good Providence which at 
all times governs the world, he paid no regard to 
lucky hours, and woiald therefore go : but the other 
replying that he must not set out, he thought pro^ 
per to submit A dismal scene began to disclose it** 

vot. vii; 2 £ 
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leelT: Nazeer Aga had hardly left hitn, when 1st 
heard the hoarse sonhd of trumpets, to call in the 
neighbouring inhabitants with their cattle. The 
shops were ordered to be shut up, and the towns- 
men to repair to the walls. Nazeer Aga immediately 
returned, and advised him to send for his ship; for 
that they were all in the utmost danger, from a re- 
bellion which had broke out in the neighbourhood 
of the city; but this could not be done, for the ves- 
sel had sailed. Mr. Hanway desired him to send for 
the^ ten camels load of cloth, that it might retuni 
back to the city ; but Ihe old man told him, that 
none were permitted to go out; and that, f<n- fear 
of an insurrection within the city, a stroi^ guard 
was ordered to patrple the streets. 

The next day the governor sent ten soldiers for 
ihe camels; but the enemy were m possession of 
the avenues, and the goods were actually lodged in 
^ village, that belonged to Mahommed Khan Beg. 
Nazeer Aga, perfectly sennble of the dangerous ^^ 
tuation of Mr. Hanway and his attendants, went to 
Mahommed Hassan Beg, who had always treated 
him with redpect, in order to dissuade him, and hb 
companions in this desperate enterprise, from per^ 
listing in it. The old man made use of all his elo^ 
quence, but in vain: they suffered him to return, 
without his being able to make any impression on 
them. Hitherto he had appeared undaunted;^ but 
he now seemed extremely disturbed, and as much 
Concerned, as if he was that night to render np hit 
accounts for his past life, and for the years that had 
tendered his beard so veneraUy hoary. 

A besieged city, and a faithless and weak garri^ 
son, were things as new to Mr. Hanway as Persn 
and the Persians; but the dread be had conceived 



of At btrlMTity of die Tarkumta Tartars, made a 
deeper iioprestian on his mind : the only hope that 
remained was, that it could answer no end to these 
barbarians to do violence to hb person^ since it 
could not <^onceal the robbery. His attendants 
would have persuaded him to put on a Persian 
-habit; but he chose to remain without disguise. 

The rebel army having advanced near the city, 
the governor and Nazeer Aga made their escape by 
night, in the disguise of peasants; the peo}^, as 
all resistance would have been vain, submitted to 
the conquerors, and the city was delivered to Ma- 
hommed Hassan Beg without tumult. 

Sadoc Aga, who was appointed general, with 
M ahommed Khan Beg, and fourteen persons of 
distinction, now came to the house where Mr. Han- 
way dwelt: he had collected his attendants into 
one room, where he waited to know his fate; from 
thence be sent a Tartar boy, who understood the 
Turkidi language, to conduct these hostile visitors 
to him, and tell them that he hoped to be treated 
^ith humanity. They immediately entered, and 
assured him, that they had no intention tp hurt 
'him, but would, as soon as the new government was 
established, pay him for his goods; demanding, ^t 
the same time, to be informed where they weie 
lodged, and requiring him to give them up his purse; 
•but when they had counted the money it contained, 
they delivered it back. Mr.Hanway, however^ h^d 
4he address to conceal a parse af 160 crowns in goU. 

It was now apparent to Mr. Hanway on what 

principles his pretended friend Myrza Mahommed 

*had acted ; he was in tiie secret of the rebellion at 

the time of /his amval, and h^ bvooght him into 

the city as a sheep to the slaughter; however, as he 
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had now nothing to lose but his life, he thbaght tt 
best to dissemble his knowledge of his perfidy, and 
intreated him to recoyer for him the money he had 
advanced to the carriers, and he actually got back 
150 crowns. 

Baba Sadoc was now governor of the city ; and 
Mr. Hanway secured him in his interest by a pre- 
sent of a piece of rich silk, which he had secreted 
with the money before- mentioned, and by this means 
obtained the possession of his chamber, from which 
he had been forced by the rebels. His purse was 
again demanded by Mahommed Khan Beg, and Mr. 
Hanway was obliged to give it to him. Two of the 
Turku man chiefs were then brought into the room, 
whose habits were coarse, and their persons ill- 
favoured. These said to Mahommed Khan Beg, 
*^' You give us the merchandize of the Russians, 
will you not give us the Russians also ? They will 
serve to keep our sheep." This speech made Mr. 
Hanway resolve to leave the city at any rate, fear- 
ing that if the Turkuman party should continue 
victorious, he should be carried as a slave into the 
country of those barbarians. 

The Turkuman Tartars soon after quarrelled 
about the plunder. Fear now took place of tumul- 
tuous joy ; the gates of the city were ordered to be 
shut, and no persop allowed to pass in or out» 
without the knowledge of Mahomet Hassan Beg. 
Mr. Hanway, however, gave to that new governor 
% regular account of the real value of the goods, 
and received from him a bill for the amount, which 
was promised to be paid when the new government 
was established. The governor also ordered Myrz^ 
to provide him and his attendants a guard, 
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CHAP. III. 

Mr. Hanway arrives at Balfrush ; joins the shah's forces; retires 
before the Turkuman Tartars; is kindly received by Mr. 
£lton, and by Hadgee Zamon. The Persian manner of eat^ 
ing, and the natare of their be&. A description of the citj 
of Casbin. The aalhor's artival at the Persian canp. 

ON the 24th of January Mr. Han way took leave 
cf Astrabad, tinder the convoy of Myrza, his bro- 
thers, his two sons, and about twenty armed^ villa- 
gers; he carried with him all his baggage, and 
even his arms, and after a day's journey arrived 
safe at Koordiemalla, a village belonging to Myrzi. 
The brother, whose character was not the mprt 
amiable, would have conducted Mr. Hanway to 
his house in the adjacent mountain; but he abso- 
lutely refused to go, in which resolution he was 
confirmed by the carriers, who expressed their fears 
of him, by saying, ** God only knows of his secret 
retirements/' Myrza, who imagined Mr. Hanway 
was still possessed of some things of value, thought 
it inconsistent with his interest to carry them off. 
His demure countenance, and strict obsei^ance of 
the letter of the law, served to cover the violation 
of substantial virtue. He had now got that unhappy 
gentleman in his power, and made no scruple to 
declare, that he would not answer for his safety a 
single mile farther; and that the carriers, who weiie 
under his jurisdiction, should not proceed, unless 
he left his baggage with him. This crafty old man, 
-who^e perftdiousness was exceeded by nothing but 
his hypocrisy, resolved to play a cunning game ; if 
the reb^Uion succeeded, he would make a prize of 
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the baggage; and if it did not racceed, he woidd 
•plead his loyalty by preserving it for Mr. Hanway. 
That gentleman saw himself entirely at his mercy, 
and therefore thought it best not to seem to mis- 
trust him; tlierefore, after having secreted every 
Hung that was portable, he delivered up the rest. 
* The next day Mr. Hanway advanced with his 
company aboirt twenty English miles, and that 
night lay in the open fields. On the 36th, after 
tratelling over ditches, and through pathless woods, 
lie arrived at a ruined cottage, where he passed 
the night. His greatest concern there was to pre- 
vent the jackalls ranning away with his accoutre^ 
inents: these animals, with which the woods abound, 
are extremely fond of leather, and several of them 
ran over his bed in the night. He was determined 
to port with his conductors as soon as possible; for 
they sowed rebellion wherever they came, the 
people receiving them as their deliverers, complain- 
ing aloud that the shah had reduced them to the 
txtreme^t misery. They afterwards passed by the 
i^uins of the palace at Farabad, once famous for 
being the residence of the Persian kings. 

The carriers had engaged to conduct Mr. Han- 
Vay and his servants to Balfrush, the capital of 
'Mazanderan, now about twenty miles distant; but 
hearing that Mahommed Khan, the admiral of the 
sea coast, was raising forces to oppose the Astrabad 
rebels, they would proceed no farther. He was now 
m a counti^y surrounded by marches, where no horsed, 
>ior any other cattle were to be had, and therefore 
'desired them to conduct him at least to some place 
wh^re he could procure horses; btit this tiiey also 
/refused, alleging, that as he was near the sea, he 
inigLt go by water* Accordingly, on the-^th, in 
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the morning, they eondiiated Inin to s poor fiiher* 
imn's hut, on the sea coast, who had a leaky canoe^ 
too gasaU for six persons ; besides, it could be na« 
vigated only with oars near the shore, where tha 
turf ran so high, that it seemed impossiUe for sneh 
a boat to convey Mr. Hanway and his servants 
twenty miles. He therefore repeated his intrtatiet 
that they would either find him horses, accor^ng 
to their agreement, or condnct him where he might 
procure them. This demand they treated with con« 
tempt, which obliged him to threaten them to use 
force : upon which two of them, beii^ armed wiA 
mi^h-locks, lighted their matches; two had bowi 
and arrows; and all of them, being six in number^ 
had sabres, and put themselves in a postnre of de^ 
fence. Mr. Hanway collected his company, among 
whom were four muskets, a blunderbuss, and a patff 
of pistols, but he could scarcely depend <m mmt 
than two of his servants. In this situation they par* 
leyed for some time, till at length Mr. Hanway 
wisely submitted, and trusting to Providenee, em« 
barked in the canoe, when having gentle breezes 
from the east, he and his attendants got safe to 
Meschedizar. The next day he sent an Armeniani 
servant to the admiral Mahommed Khan, to inform 
him of his arrival, and to beg his protection : on 
which he received a horse handsomely caparisoned, 
and four mules for his servants. 

On the dOth he came to Balfrush, where he had 
fte satisfaction to learn the opinion of the Persiair 
merchants, that the shah would make good his loss. 
Mahommed Khan congratulated him on his escape 
with life, and on his arrival within his jurisdiction. 
But the next day Sadoc Aga havii^ advanced at 
the head of a party of Turkumans, within a few 
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miles of the ctty^ Mr. Hanway waited on the winA'* 
jaly who now seemed cold to his interest, and eom^ 
plained that he did not know but that the next day 
might be his last^ as he was neither in a condition 
to fight, nor dared to retire for fear of his master's 
displeasure. Our author resolved now to depend no 
longer on the khan's promises; but to hire horses, 
mules, or even asses, where he could get them : but 
this he soon fonnd was impossible; for the greatest 
part of the people had fled with their most valuable 
eflfeets, and the rest were preparing to follow their 
example. Under these circumstances he had nothing 
to do but to prepare for the conquerors a second time, 
or to walk off by himself unattended. The next day 
Mahommed Khan sent him a horse miserably poor 
and distempered : he was in some doubt whether 
he should accept of him or not; but at length he 
took his leave of his interpreters and servants, ofier- 
ing them what money they should have occasion 
for,, and giving them the rebel passport, he recom^ 
mended them to Providence. 

The Tartars entered one gate, as he went out of 
the other. Mr. Hanway fell in with a party, which 
coadttcted the baggage of Mahommed Khan, who, 
with his few forces, soon followed : it was impos- 
sible for our author to keep pace with him. The 
Tartar boy followed him on foot, but soon grew 
tired, and earnestly intreated him to take him up. 
behind him.- However, before they got six miles, 
1t^ horse's hind-quarters gave way, and he set upon 
hiatail, like a dog, so that they were both obliged 
to dismoimt. Mr. Hanway now hardly knew what 
me&od to pursue : he had wrapped his body round 
with soft Persian sashes, to defend him from the 
weather, \Akh at that seats<m is generally severe 
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hr fliosepsrtiB, so that he was but in n bad conation 
fbt tt^khr^. Me had no guide, and understood buf 
few words of the Tartar langoage ; however, by the 
assistance of the Tartar boy, ^ho s|>oke Turkish 
amd Russ, he found his way to the sea- coast, carry- 
ing a blunderbuss and a pair of pistols. At length, 
to his great joy, the khan's company halting, he 
catme up with them, and procured some shelter froift- 
the weather, \«^ith a matt to lie upon. By this time 
Mr. Hogg, his clerk, and his Russian menial ser-' 
vant came up with him, having had better fortune* 
than their master, for they had rode on horseback 
With the khan's retinue. 

Eaily the next day Mr. Hafiiway sent to the khan, 
t6 let him know that it was impossible to proceed? 
cfti the horse he had sent him : he then ordered- 
ethers, but he demanded above five times the value. 
lUtt. Hanway knew that the possession of them 
would be precarious, and finding a person who of- 
fered to supply him with better horses for hire, de- 
clined the khan's proposal. He now proceeded a 
•hort day's journey to a little viHage on the sea- 
coast, where he halted, and was again deprived of 
hi? horse. The khan there observing the beauty of 
his pistols, which were mounted with silver, desired 
tfke toan of them, alleging that he was going with 
& party to reconnoitre the rebels. Mr. Hanway 
begged his acceptance of them, reminding him af 
the same time, that neither himself nor the three 
persons who welre yet with him, had any carriage 
but what depended on accident. Upon this he again 
assured him that he would take care of them. Bat 
after a few hours absence, he returned in some 
confusion, and ordered all the avenues of the woods 
to be guarded^ to prevent a surprise. Mr. Hanway 
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nad not taten any thing for near forty hoors^ ex-^- 
cept a few parched peas, so that he was obliged to 
l>eg what he dared not buy. * 

The men and baggage being collected within, 
the walls of the house where the kh«i was lodged, 
Mr. Hanway concluded they either intended a se- 
cret flight, or to defend themselves in case of an 
attack : he therefore joined them, and repeated hii 
intreaties for horses whenever they should march; 
cm which the khan bid him not be uneasy, and 
foromised that he would not leave any of them be- 
hind : but when night came on they began theif 
march, and our author had the mortification to 
find, that every thing, even to the least valuable 
^^g^^f was carried o£^ great part of it on very 
good horses, while himself, Mr. Hogg, the Russian 
servant, and little boy, were left behind. He had 
thought that a present of a pair of pistols of sixty 
crowns value, would have been sufficient to pro-, 
cure the loan of a few bad horses, for three or four 
days; but where generosity is a stranger, gratitude 
has seldom any admittance. Trusting to the good- 
ness of Providence, he resolved to follow the khan, 
to try if he could yet procure relief. He had not 
strength to walk far, and was stopped by a deep 
river. He happily found a ferry, and having passed 
it, entered into a wood where the road was deep 
and marshy. It rained hard, and the night was 
very dark ; but the baggage-horses being heavy, 
and moving slowly, he came up to them, and having 
kept them company near four miles, was so spent 
with fatigue, that, finding no other expedient, he 
resolved to seize the bridle of the horse on which 
the khan himself was mounted, and to try if the 
word shah had any magic to bring him to thai; 
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sende of his daty^ nrfiich neither his promige nor 
the dietates of humanity had yet produced. Hay- 
ing collected some broken words, and taken the 
ahah's decree out of his pocket, he advanced to- 
wards the khan, and calling him by his name, he 
halted. Our author's situation pleaded his cause 
without the assistance of many words, and the khan 
ordered his secretary to take him up behind him, 
' Thus mounted, he went on slowly for some miles, 
till the khan ordered a horse, loaded with baggage, 
to be delivered, for which he was to pay fifty 
crowns, though it was too dark to discover whether 
it was a horse or any other aaimaL One of the con- 
ductors of the baggage had eompassicm on the Tar- 
tar boy, and took him up, and Mr. Hogg and the 
. Ruman servant had hitherto strength to walk; but 
at length Mr. Hogg complained that he could go 
no farther, on which Mr. Hanway gave him the 
horse; but was so little able to walk, that he was 
soon obliged to desire hi^i to dismount, and left 
him behind. 

The khan's apprehensions of the Turkumans ear- 
Tied him on from seven in the evening till the san^ 
hour next morning; when, after a short refresh- 
ment, he continued his march till four in the even- 
ing. The darkness of the approaching night had 
been increased by continual rain, while the wind, 
the beating of the waves on the shore, and the ap^ 
prehension of a savage enemy, added hprror to our 
iauthor's fatigues. 

The next day and night they travelled twenty 
hours, and at length halted at a village to refresh 
tiiemselVes, where Mr. Hanway hired a barber to 
ahave him, who, being asked if he knew that he 
was a Christian, and consequraitly unclean^ left hiofL 
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*inikt mAei ef iiis work. Our author eMl4 hwAf 
forboar iaugbiQg ot the figure be made oa this my 
^^6n, be was ludeed literally uudleaii, finr b«i 
jolotbea were very dirty, tbey not bavii^ been off 
4hs back Sot thirteen dayi. He was bow obUgied to 
4brget that tenderness wbich his condition seemed 
Ao require ; aud to Ue on iha bore eartli, iboi^^ 
sometimes he had the fortune to procure a Uttfe 
straw. The inroads of the Caspian Sea# and the 
torrents from the mountains, had formed wanf 
channels of water, some of which were hardly :paa* 
^H(t. The north wind also made so grearf; aeiurf{0 
^pi the shore, that many horses belonging to tbiB 
^eompany were thrown down by its irioience, and 
'their riders in danger of being drowned. At length 
.he obtained a discharge from the baggage under 
^hleh his horse laboured, but he found him ao 
in^eak, that he chose to truet to bis own lege in pat- 
ting the«e channels, where he seldom escaped with- 
out being wet to the middle. 

In the eyening they arriyed at Espnchin, a littib 
.village on th)e sea^shore, situated in a very marshy 
-wood, abounding in ditches, with the houses scst* 
4ered in a wild irregular manner. Mr.Qanway 
having taken a lodging, resoived to pay a visit to 
'the khan; but the mght suddenfy commg on^ he 
knew not which way to tal^e, so that bo wandared 
41 coBsidefable time among the ditches and bogs. 
jUter being eactremely lat^ued and perpleiMd, he 
discovered a light, made up to it, and obtained th^ 
information he wanted.. He woidd now have j^lpdly 
;c}eaned himself, but that ww impossible ; the khan 
^e«Md eoctremaliy surptised at f eeuig him, and Mr. 
^Hanway eoidd not eiirplain to hhn the reason of so 
aaciraordinacy » ywti kqit dofi^ 



liis ^owQ lodgiogs. Thtmoititnii&daaiw^iiexoiii 
h9;ve Iheir Mb of benevolence; our author IumI tte 
fileiiMre to see victuals i et before biia^ *with water 
to wash, and a piui of chareoal to warm bun. M 
lei^th he was conducted to his lodgings^ where be 
liMnd his Ettssim aervant, who bad supported him- 
aelf jonder his fatiguet wmA, being wrj £uthfol, bad 
been in the utmost anxiety on bis master's account* 
. The next day the khan, having made a ^yced 
49iarch, thought hims^ out oi danger; for Sadoc 
Aga, wi^ the Turkumms, bad desisted from the 
pursoit ; the khan, thereforOf g^ve his women in 
^diai^ ito Shahverdie Beg, and went to Tunica* 
bune. Shahverdie Beg, who bad before shown Mr« 
'Hauway some instancai of his good nature, beii^ 
now detached from the khan, treated him with 
greater civility; but having no conveniences of life 
wi^ him, no more than related to his own perses^ 
ke could sdpply him with nothing but provisioni. 
In Persia it is not customary for any man in trav^ 
ling to s^roach the women, except their lord or 
.Im servants: Imt the peculiar circumstances thigr 
were in, prevented a scrupulous regard to. this pcaa^ 
iiee; and Mr* Hanway had Ibe office, which is oot . 
4he most dig^ufied in that empire, of gnarding tbe 
'women with his blunderbufs. The roads throttg^ 
ihe woo^ were still very marshy, while Ibe send 
^on the shore, and the trees which the sea bad washed 
jdown, rendered travelUug very disagreeable; J^ 
ihe temperate quality of the air was extremdy xop- 
freshing. Mr« U^nway now finrt observed the d^ 
lightfiil (pitaation of many recesses in the mountai*^ 
where they have plenty of fine mnning fftrea«i% 
wiik a profiu^n of vinei, mange «id Um<m*tifefc 
hi twenty-three days nncetfae eity of 4itia^ 
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' was tak^n by the rebels, Mr. Hanway had not en- 
joyed an honr of security or nnbroken sleep. He 
was now drawing near to Langarood, which he had 
leftiieven weeks before, and was as desirous of see- 
ing it again as if it had been his home; when Mr. 
Elton, being informed he was on the road, sent Mr. 
liOftus, his int^preter, with a servant and one of 
his best horses to meet him. 

- Our author, on his arrival at Langarood, was re- 
eeived by Mr. Elton with open arms, and congrd- 
'tulated on his having escaped with liberty and life. 
His legs and feet were much swelled and bruised, 
his boots not having been oiTfor sixteen days, and 
he wns obliged to stay some time to provide fresh 
elotlufig, he not having saved any part of what he 
canried to Astrabad. 

Mr. Hanway having informed Mr. Elton, where 
he had left Matteuse, his interpreter, and the other 
gljrmenian servants, vvith Mr. H<>gg, his clerk, whose 
iituation, he was afraid, would expose him to some 
misfortune, Mr. Elton immediately sent servants 
and horses in quest of him, and after a few days he 
was brought to Langarood. He had overtaken Ma- 
liommed Khan, who had provided him a horse, for 
'which he was to pay a considerable price, though 
the beast fell under him before he had advanced 
4wo miles. Mr. Hogg nov^seemed like a man er- 
jurii^ in a consumption : he had been two days 
and three nights exposed to the cold and rain, with^^ 
out any food and shelter; five times robbed, and at 
iurt left almost naked, and being often in dai^r 
^ his life, was at length relieved by the charity oi 
«ome dertises, whose retreat in the mountains he 
Jiad the ^ood fortune to discover. But Afatteose, 
Md the other Annenians left at Balfrush, did not 
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ooiiiQ home ttU titfee weeks after^ and esoiq^d tkesa - 
layere bajrdshipa. At that town they received a 
ptMpOft from Sadoc Aga^ under his seal, the pom- 
pous style of which, considering his circumstanceSj 
may give an idea of the idiom of the oriental lan- 
guages, as well as of Persiim fcdiy, '' To the victo- 
rious armies, be it known, that Matteose the Arme- 
nian is here. Let him not be molested, but live un« 
der our shadow/' 

Mr. Han way now took leave of Mr. Elton, and 
set out- for Reschd. He soon found that though 
Ghilan was said to have suffered less than any other 
provinee of Persia by the wars and cruelties of Na-. 
dir, yet the villages were in a ruinous condition; 
Vropi Langarood to Lahijan is seven miles. The 
latter being situated on an eminence, is esteemed 
the most healthy place in the province; for here 
the mountains open a passage for the wind. The 
rains had filled a large spot of ground, ^nd formed 
a square regular piece of water, in which were 
abundance of wild fowl. In the centre stood a 
fftoiie upon a rising ground, that served to beautify 
the proq^t, and render it as delightful as the 
rudeness of the season would admit. Here he was 
reemved by Hadgee Zamon, who was distinguished 
for his good sense, as well as his authority in that 
place. 

The Hahegee^ complained aloud of the shah's 
cruelty, and of the inhumanity of those employed 
by him. Supper being brought in, a servant pre^ 
sented a bason of water, and, with a napkin hui^ 
over his shoulders, went to every one in the com- 
pany, and poured water on their hands to wash. A 

• Thif Utis it giren to all who have gone in pngiimage t# 
Mecca. » 
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large 88W«r^ m the form of ^ ten-board'^ wsftfei Im^ 
fyte every persan^ earered urith a plate ef pleo, e» 
wMeli yras a raiaH qiiaiititf of iftiiieed nest, midwi; 
up with frmts and spiees. There were aba plated ef 
comfitf, seretal ehina basona of sherbets, al 9wee^ 
and 0our, and other waters, with cakea of riee, and 
Cthera of wheat flour, on which were sprinkled the 
feed ef poppies, and others of the like nature. Ai* 
they esteem it an abommation to cut a»y kind et 
liread or meat, after it ia dressed, these cakes are 
made thin, that they may^ be easily brok^i^ wiHi 
file hand ; and their meat, which is genially nratton^ 
or fovA, 19 so prepared, that ^ey divide it with theiv 
fingers. When every thing is set in onier befotfa^ 
fhem, t3iey eat fiist, amd without any ceremony with 
Iheir fingers, greasing^ their hands and smedring 
fteilr beards. 

Snpperwas nosoon^ over, than warm watev wai 
Brought to WEi^, which being done, they resomeA 
fteir dSsconrse. Ani it is worthy ^ remarlt, ^af 
when the oldest man in the company speaks, though 
lie be poor, and sita at the lower end of tfte room» 
iil the rest pay a strict attention to what h«i sftys» 

The company rd^ired soon after supper, and bedf 
were iulken oxxt e( niches made in the waU for Hbsrif 
parpose> and laid on the carpcH^. They consisted ei 
only two thick cotton quilts, one of which wai 
folded double, and served as a mattrass, and the 
other as a covering, with a large flat pillow for th€ 
head, lliey nsoally sleep in their under garment 
and drawers: but liie princes and other great meif 
fetse dieets, and other delicate appurtenances of a bed, 
flKmgh with lesff parade than is practised in^ Eu^ 
tope; ttor do they crowd their apartmenti with 
wptiflaoos furniture. 
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&B tbe ISth Mr. Han way set forward for lleschd* 
well pleased with hU last night's entertainment, 
and the next day arrived at that city, where he 
was visited by two English gentlemen, who re^ 
sided there, from whom he received great marks (d 
friendship. He had also a visit from three French 
tnissipnaries^ who were sensible polite men« On the 
20th Mr. Hanway paid a visit to Ordo Kouli JBeg, 
governor of the province, who was an old man, and 
received him with great civility. As the customs of 
Europe are known in this province^ he immediately 
ordered a chair to be set for him. The apartment 
was full of people, seated on felts of camel's hair 
spread round the squares of the floor, the servants 
and soldiers standing in the area below* After some, 
conversation, in which our author related the mis« 
fortune^ that had befallen him, he took his leave^ 

He here provided clothes, bedding, kitchen furni^ 
tare, tents, mules, horses, as well as sabres and fire^ 
locks for his five attendants; upon which occasioa 
he found that large mules areas dear there as they 
are in Portugal, where one cost hin;i j^62. lOs. but 
they are incomparably the most useful animals in 
rocky countries, being very sure-footed, and able to 
carry great burdens for long journeys, tn the neigh-> 
bourhood of Reschd are fields of rice, and planta'- 
tions of mulberry trees : some of the mountains are 
coveu^ with cypress- trees, and others are composed 
of naked rocks piled upon each other to a grea^ 
height, while the valleys are interspersed with vil- 
lages, lawns, and arable lands. 

On the 26th he pursued his journey, and the next 
day reached Roodbar, on the banks of the rives 
Kizilizan, where the country is covered with olive, 
orange and other trees. This place is situated on 
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the declivity of a hlll^ ftoiii whence rams « tftream 
of water^ that is eonytyed hy channels to th^ roofs 
of l3ie olive trees> which the peasants here eawfoify 
cultfvaCe, andthou^ it was yet February, the heat 
Tendered travelling very fatignifi^. 

On the SSthhe and his compttiy lyofssedtlmKian^ 
lizan irith his baggage in canoes, and they uwam 
t>ver the horses and mnles ; but the stream was so 
rapid that it carried some of them near a quarter of 
. a mile. As he ascended the moantains he fonnd the 
climate much altered, and as the wind Hew hard, 
lie and his attendants were obliged to dismount, for 
fear of being blown down the precipices, the- path, 
in many places, not being two feet wide. The 
'mountain rises steep on one side, and the valley, in 
which are some branches of the Kiziii^an, is On tiie 
Other. That day he travelled eighteen miles ; next 
day the roads were very bad, and he was obliged to 
cross the river thirty times in two hours, as thepath 
conducted him ; while the rocks, on both sides, rose 
perpendicular from the water. 

On the Qrst of March he travelled three flunanga^ 
or twelve miles, over the mountains, and at length 
came to the great plain of Casbin, then covereil 
three feet deep with snow, which reflected sueh 
l)rightneS8 from the rays of the sun, as to be tHr 
tremely painful to the eyes. The little villdges oh 
this plain are built so that half the houses are ira- 
der the surface of the earth, and the tops of fSiem 
formed into a cone, the better to carry off the snow. 
He that night took up his lodging in a ruined sta- 
ble, and the next day set out before sun-rise, to 
avoid the danger of being blinded, as well as to en- 
joy the benefit of a firmer road. 
" On his arrival at Casbin, he pahl his oompU* 
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mmlK to JSffiha^^ AbduLcrim^ Ae greatest m^- 
ctumt in that place^ who proTided him a handsome 
liOjase ii^r his own, and t(44 him that it was impos- 
aildej at that time, to proceed on his journey^ oxf^ 
recount of the snow* 

T)ie hoists here art generally quite below the 
fwrfaee of t^e earth, as are many of the gardens 
)^elow the level of the adjacent lands^ in order to 
e^joy 1^ convenience of water: for instead of 
luringkpig water to their houses, as we do, they level 
iheir habitations to the water. They, in general, 
JNnld with brinks dried in the sun, and their cement 
»a strong lipie* Tlieir rood are flat, and it is not 
UWommon to deep on the hoHse-top. These build- 
ings are enclosed with a mud wall : they consist of 
two divisions; the Quter cpie atan^ in a large area^ 
•Wd is a spaei^us r<K>pa« cajiled the Aviam, one side 
of which is open,. and supported with pillars: they 
iiere dispatch their bu^ess, and eat, when they Aq 
polt retire to Ae wo^iens' apartments. Niches i^ 
the wall supply the place of tables: the floors ara 
^»f tired with large carpets; QU the sides of the 
jroom haii^ fejts abwt a yard broad, and two or 
three yards long, ina4e with either wool or camel's 
.-bair very soft, an^ used to sit upon. In the wings 
#f this apartmetit are ^mall ropm^ for lodging, an^l 
in tbe yard are the servants' rooms smd the stable^. 
Behind these is another building inclosed by a 
wall : thia is the haram or womens' apartments, intp 
which noman^tjsrS except the piaster pf th^ house* 

On the ad of Mareh> Mr./Haaway vipited tl^e- 
liahdgee, viba eatertajUied him at dinner with milfc 
diis^ently prepared, ch^^e somi^what like our curds, 
comfits and cakes <tf bread. They here make but 
two «ttals a di^, the most considerable of which is 
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in the evening. The hahdgcc enquired how he liked 
Tersia, and on Mr. Hanway's mentioning the usage 
lie had met with at Astrabad^ he assured him that the 
shah would do him justice ; but he complained of 
the poverty and misery to which the people were 
reduced^ and then added, ^' Casbin had twelve thou- 
sand houses inhabited, and now it has only one 
thousand one hundred r see from this eminence how 
this poor city is in ruins ! nor is Ispahan much bet- 
ter; that city had formerly an hundred thousand 
houses, many of them not much inferior in splen- 
dour to the royal palace, which is the glory of the 
world : but I am assured that only five thousand 
BTe now inhabited. Alas ! sir^ you know not to what 
misery we are reduced." To this Mr. Hanway re- 
plied, '* I am very sorry to hear your complaints, 
and to see so much reason for them; for Cai^n in- 
deed appears in ruins. When the sovereign has 
accomplished his designs, surely he will change his 
system: he can never mean to destroy the people; 
for that would be in effect to destroy himself." 

Mr. Hanway soon after taking his leave, went to 
see the new palace built by Nadir Shah iu that 
f^ity, adjoining to the old one. Befpre the euitratice 
is an avenue of lofty trees, three hundred yardf 
long, and fifteen or twenty broad. It is encom- 
passed by a thick and Idftj wall, about an English 
mile and a half in circumference, with only <me 
entrance, which is an arched gate. Within it ape 
four large squares, Udomed with lofty trees, foun- 
tains, and running neater. The apartments are raised 
about six feet from the ground ; the aviam, or open 
liall, is in the ttptre, and shuts in with folding 
doors. The rooms are ornamented in the Indiaq 
taste, and the ceilings formed iiito small squaf^ea^ 
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«aid>«Uidieil with moral sentencfes ia very legible 
characters. Moet of the windowt are of paintei 
glass^ in which the figures are drawn in their pror 
per shades, and executed with great art; but many 
of the floors are only formed of hard earthy and 
others of a composition of beaten stone : these de* 
fects are, however, concealed by the constant nsa 
of carpets. 

The haram makes a magnificent appearance; it 
consists of a square within its own wall, which is of 
brick, about thirty feet high, and two and a half 
thick; there are four distinct apartments, in some 
of which are fountains that serve to moderate the 
heat of summer, by giving the air a refreshing 
coolness. The rooms are lined with stucco, coloured 
in the Indian taste, with birds and flowers, painted 
with the most beautiful colours, and adorned with 
gilt edgings ; but the chimney-pieces are in a meaa 
taste, and some are ornamented with looking^ 
glasses, in small squares, of difierent dimensionst, 
set into the walls. There are a few rooisis under 
ground, admirably contrived for coolness. Near the 
haram is the eunuch's apartment, remarkable only 
for its having but one door, and that a very strong 
one. Here are likewise some old apartments built 
by Shah Abbas, in which are some bad paintings, 
done by European painters : the Persians tbemselvas 
are as ignorant of shades as the Chinese. 

The city of Casbin is inclosed by a wall above a 
imle in each square, that has a great number of 
turrets, and port-holes for arrows. It is famous in 
history for being one of the chief cities of ancient 
Parthia, the Residence of many of the Persian kings, 
^nd the burial-place of Hephestion, the favourite 
pf Alexander the Great, 
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lieart a prayer, which, if repeated right in tlMt 
presence of the shah, would divert his wrath ; but 
if falsely, increase it. He talked of the force of 
words, and the power of the Almighty; he had also 
another spell, which was the repetition of ten par- 
ticular letters of the alphabet, as he entered the 
royal tent, closing a finger at each, and keeping 
his fist clenched till he came before the throne ; 
when he was suddenly to open his hands, and by 
the discharge of his magic artillery to subdue tha 
Mng's wrath. 

It is indeed amazing to see in how many instances 
the Persians demonstrate the highest superstition. 
The hands^ with the fingers interchanged, and 
some particular posture of the body, are consi^ 
dered as full of magic power. Sneezing they hold 
a most happy omen ; and they fancy that the me- 
teors that resemble falling stars^ are the blows of . 
the angels on the heads of the devils. Cats are held 
in great esteem, but dogs in abomination, so that 
they are never permitted to come into any room^ 
though they sometimes use them at their diversions. 
The Turks are not behind them in their folly. In 
the reign of Shah Abbas, the grand seignior sent 
to th^t prince to desire, that as none but their pro- 
phet a^d his children had been dressed in green, 
none of his subjects might be permitted to wear 
that colour, especially in stockings. To this Shah 
AbbaSi who was a man of understanding, made 
answer, that if the grand seignior would prevent 
the dogs pissing in the grass in Turkey, he would 
comply with the request. 

On the 17th they arrived about noon at a small 
village, where an advanced guard of the army was 
posted to protect th« viUages, as is customary when 
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the cuihp is near. The commander of the forces 
declared that he coald not find quarters for tbo 
Persians in Mr. Hanway's company^ and inristed 
on their going directly to the camp; bat on their 
declaring that they had paid for every thing they 
had upon the road, and that they were also charged 
with the care of Mr. Hanway, ihey were snfiered 
to enter the village. 

The fears of the Persian convoy increased as they 
approached nearer the camp, and the next day they 
took their leave of our author with sorrowful coun-» 
tenances, demanding of their conductor, why he 
hastened them: *' Dost thou know/' said one of 
them, '^ that to condemned persons every hour of 
life is of great momeiKt?*' Our author now sent 
his interpreter to the shah> minister, appointed for 
the reception of strangers, to inquire where he 
should pitch his tent : Imt though they were so V€^ 
near the shah, some of the soldiers in this village 
did not refrain from calling him rascal in plain 
terms. On the 20th he set out for the camp, and 
having entered it, pitched his tent near the royal 
standard.. 



CHAP. V. 

A description of the Persian camp. Of the shah^s women ; their 
manner of trarelling. joamey from the. Persian camp to 
Langarood. A description of the coontry. An account of tha 
Persian conriers; of the Persian Women, their marriages and 
domestic slarery. A description of the proTince of Ghilan. 

OUR author had now the satisfaction of learn* 
ing, that the rebellion at Astrabad was suppressed; 
but he had scarcely fixed his tent, when an accident 
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kad like^to biT^ deprive hkn of \m life. Foi^ Uf 
^eater security ht had caused his fire-ftrips to be 
idaced on the back part of the tent, and was walk* 
ing in a pensive manner, when one of the serranta 
moving a piece, it went off^ and he narrowly escaped 
being shot. He was extremely ftbrmed, lest the 
report of the mnsket, so near the royal pavilion^ 
should have given offence ; his own, beii^ e£ cot^ 
ton, was set on fire, bot it way soon extmgnished, 
^Md this accident was happily attended with no 
other consequence. 

He immediately waited on IMCustapha Rhan^ ^o 
received him with great professions of kindness, 
obliged him to dine with Mm, and assured him that 
justice should be done him. In the meanwhSLe he 
delivered his petition to the chancery, and wastold^ 
that it was believed his majesty would piurdon tho 
Persians, in whose company he came to Casbni/ 
merely to do him honour. 

The shah passing from his haram to hi« tent of 
audience, gave Mr. Hanway an opportunity of see* 
ing him; he was plainly dressed, except in precious 
stones. Some days after, the royal standaid being 
taken down, as a signal for striking the tents, the 
xirmy decamped,^ marching about two leagues and 
a half north-east, where another tent being pre- 
pared for the shah, Mr. Hanway pitched his, in 
company with the whole camp. In marching, the 
greatest part of the army kept in a collected, but 
irregular body : the followers of the camp covered 
several miles. The elephants and camds were em- 
ployed only in carrying great burdens : the last are 
of several kinds, but the most serviceaUe are those 
with two bunches on their backs. 

Mr. Hanway having delivered the bill he bai 
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fMetved ttom Mahommed Hamm, the dMef of the 
jdbdlion at Astrabadi to the mnoant of his lo6i, re^ 
eeiFed a decree, by whieh it was ordered, that he 
ihould give the particnlani of hm Ims, in writing 
to Behbod Khan, the shah'e general in Astarabad^ 
who had orders to deliver to him whatever part of 
the goods might possibly be found, and to pay the 
deficiency out of the sequestered estates of the rebels 
witiiout delay, to the last penny. This was not 
^mte what Mr. Han way wished for, because it laid 
him under the necessity of returning to Astrabadt 
Being now easy on the mbjeet q£ his loss, he 
rode through the Persian camp, attended by his 
Mtarpreter and another person, and informed hinn- 
idf o£ ev^ry particular relating to it. The tents o( 
tiie ministers and officers were placed in the front, 
near that of the diah, that they might be always at 
hand. The quarter allotted for his tents was very 
large; before it was an avenue, one side of which 
consisted of a line of uniform teirts, servii^ for 
guard-rooms: and on the other were the ten|;s in 
which the affiiirs of the chancery, and other public 
€<mcems, were transacted. T!he pavilion, in which 
the shah umally sat to give audience, was placed 
about two hundred yards behind this avenue. It 
was an cdblong supported by three poles, adorned at 
the top with gilt balls. The covering was of brickT 
ec^oured cottcm doth, and the lining of clouded 
ailk. It had no appearance of magnificence, and 
the front was always open, even in the worst wea^ 
ther; but when it w»5 very cold several pots of 
charcoal were placed ii| the middle. The floor was 
covered with carpets, and the shah sat cnm-leggedg 
sometimes upon the$e, and at others on a sofa. The 
back piqrt of the tent was divided into small apartr 
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menU, and on each side wai a kind of aUej^ through 
which the attendants niig^ht walk round. At a cob- 
niderable distance behind were the shah's private 
tents, to some of which h^ retired at his meals. 
Almost contiguous to these were the tents of the 
8hah*s ladies, which had seyeral curtains that formed 
separate apartments, one within another. The boun- 
daries of the shah's quarter were occupied by his 
eunuchs and female slaves; and almost his whole 
circuit, especially towards the residence of the 
women, was surrounded by a strong fence of netr 
work, round which patroled the night-guard^ who 
severely punished all intruders. 

The camp-market begins at the end of the square 
fronting the guard-rooms, and is about half a mile 
long. It consists of tents mi each side like a street, 
supplied with a variety of provbions, apparel, horse* 
furniture, and other necessaries, which are brought 
thither for sale. The officer, who has the care of 
this market, rides up and down to keep order, and 
when any disputes arise, the contending parties are 
brought before the superintendant of the market, 
who acquires a considerable income from rents, fees, 
presents, and extortions. Many of the shop keepers 
are little better than common suttlers. The great ' 
dealers are under the protection of some of tiie 
courtiers, who are themselves the principal traders 
in flour and rice. As these great men have several 
supernumerary servants, camels and mules, they send 
them to distant provinces for rice, which they bring 
to the camp for sale, and make vast profits pf it. 
The shop-keepers, who presume to interfere with 
them in this branch of trade, are generally marked 
out for destruction. 

The regimental colours are a narrow slip of silk 
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sloped to a point, some red, some white, and some 
striped. Several hours before the moving of the 
eamp, one of the standards was taken down by way 
of signal, and carried to the place where the new 
camp was to be pitched. The bulk of the. army 
often moved an hour or two before the shah; for in 
removing from one camp to another he sometimes 
galloped the whole way. 

Nadir had about sixty women, and nearly as many 
eunuchs, who generally rode about his person, and 
kept pace with him. Qefore him went his running- 
footmen, preceded by the chanters ; and before them 
the watch-guard» These spread a mile or two, and 
gave notice of the shah's approach, by crying out, 
Yertie, or make way: but when they met with per- 
tons in their route, rivers, precipices and rocka ^ 
were no excuse, they drove at them with their maces, 
and made all before them fly at their approach. 
This was only when he travelled with his women; 
for when he travelled without them, people were 
permitted to come nearer. His ladies, and indeed 
other ladies of distinction, when in Nadir's company, 
rode on white horses, in the same manner as the 
men; but at other times were carried on camels, 
seated in machines resembling a covered- waggon, 
hung like panniers over a pack-saddle, and entirely 
concealed under a covering of crimson cloth. Women 
of an inferior rank rode on horses and mules, and 
mixed among the crowd; they had a linen veil 
over their faces, and wore great coats like the men, 
but the veils of the poorest covered their whole 
bodies. The Usbeck Tartar women were not so 
scrupulous about hiding their faces as the Persians. 
The females in the camp, except when on desperatf 
^nterpris^S^ are »hout oi^e to t^n m^les* 
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Na^r had four coin|4ete jets of borse^faraitQire^ 
one mounted with pearls, another with rubies, a 
third with emeralds, and a fourth with diamonds ei 
a prodigious size, many of them being as large as^ 
pigeon's egg, Mr. Hanway was equally surprised 
St their immense value, and the barbarous taste in 
which th^ were set. In a visit they made to Mus- 
tapha Khan, he mentioned to him the prodigioui 
value of the shah's horse-furniture ; and observed, 
that the jewels in Eurc^e appear incomparably 
brighter and neater set; and 4hat if his majesty 
would trust him with one of those bridles, he would 
procure a complete set of horse-furniture to be mad« 
ki Europe, which should exceed any thing that had 
yet appeared in the world : but the khan replied^ 
'^ My master has not patience enough to wait till it 
could be finished/' 

The officers, and even the soldiers of rank, had 
the bridles of their horses mounted with silver, with 
^ a mane-piece of plate^ and an ornamental chain; 
likewise the sword, belts^ and leathern accoutre* 
ments, were mounted with the same metal. The 
handles of their battle-axes were generally studded 
or covered with thin silver plates. In the sadies 
about their waists they wore a knife, the handle 
and case of which were covered with silver. Some 
officers and persons of distinction were obliged to 
wear gold*cased knives, and som^ of their great 
men had silver stirrups. Thus Nadir endeavoured 
to keep them dependant, by obliging them to expend 
their money in articles of vanity. 

The respect shown Mr. Hanway by Mustapha 
Khan, who was considered as the most upright man 
in the Persian court, induced that gentleman to 
make him a present of a gold repeating watch^ with 
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iome fine cloth and rich silk : this he seemed nn-^ 
wiUin^ to receive ; bat Mr. Hanway insisting on hi* 
accepting it as a mark of his gratitude, he presented 
him some jewels in return, which had once adorned 
the cap of some unhappy Indian. The principd 
jewel consisted of a large sapphire set in gold, and 
encompassed with diamonds; but thede last wer^ 
wall, and bored through in the manner in whiell 
the Asiatics spoil their precious stones; the reverse 
<tf this was enamelled with fiowers. 

On the 27th of March Mr " Hanway set out front 
the camp, and besides his other attendants, had two 
lioldiers given him by Mustapha Khan for an escort. 
Though he now took a different road from that he 
passed before, he had every where the melancholy 
prospect of vast tracts of excellent arable laud 
lying waste, in one of the finest climates in the 
world : the houses of the deserted villages supplied 
only fiiel, and he saw several marauders pulling 
them down for that purpose. The next day he 
]Missed through a ruined village, covered on th^ 
opposite side with an inaccessible mountain: here 
he discovered five persons, who, as he approached^ 
lan to their horses, which were ready sad^ed^ and 
tied to tree^. Thtee fellows took to their arms, as if^ 
they meant to attack him, Mrhile he prepared for his 
defence; but his two soldiers seemed to have hit 
p^eseYvatioift so little at heart, that they loitered 
behind, and entered iifito a parley with them. Thi^ 
gave Mr. Hanway some uneasiness, and induced him 
to stop upon in eminence, attended by one servant, 
to see the issue of their conference, while the rest* 
of his company were gone forward; but his inter*^ 
preter soon rode back full speed, and blaming him 
for staying behind> declared, that if they did not 
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keep together they might all be eat off; for he had 
discovered that four of those men were gone round 
the hill, while one kept the soldiers in talk. Hia 
fears were not without foundation r for the soldiers, 
who soon came up, had purchased a stolen horse 
from these robbers, who acknowledged, that the 
reputation the Europeans had acquired for their 
dexterity in the use of fire-arms, had been their 
greatest security. 

On the 39th they ascended the mmintain, and 
had no sooner reached the summit than they found 
the air so extremely rarefied, and the wind so pierc- 
ing, that it was with difficulty they drew their 
breath. In the valley they found a very different 
climate, and Abar appeared before them in a de- 
lightful situation. 

This city, however, was much in the same eir- 
eumstances as the others ; and it was not without 
difficulty diey obtained a lodging. The mountains, 
over which lay their direct road, being still covered 
with snow, they were under the necessity of going 
near three leagues about; and in the space of four 
leagues, the road was so formed, that they were 
obliged to pass a branch of the Kizilizan sixty-^five 
times; one of the company having the curiosity to 
count them. This river was about thirty feet wide, 
and two or three deep; the stream was rapid, and 
the bottom covered with rocks and stones. After a 
journey of ten hours, they arrived at a desolate 
caravansera, where they found nothing but water; 
they had, however, provided themselves at a village 
on the road, where the inhabitants entertained them 
with great hospitality. 

On the 31 St they travelled near ten hours with- 
out fiiQding any provisions; and on their approach* 
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ing the mountains that cover Ghilan, they fonnd 
the reflection of the sun so strong, that it was with 
difficulty they defended themselves from the scorch* 
ing heat. At length their drooping spirits^ almost 
exhausted with fatigue and hunger, were supported 
by the sight of Arsevil^ a small village; but they 
had the mortification to find only one narrow path 
to it, which was fenced up with large fir-trees, and 
a great bank of earth. This raised a suspicion that 
the village was in a state of rebellion, and that it 
might be dangerous to^ force their way into it: ne* 
cessity, however, silenced their scruples, and with 
much difficulty they removed the impediment, when 
they found that the villagers had made use of this 
expedient from their fear of the shah's couriers^ 
who without pity take^ and without mercy ride, the 
horses of the poor inhabitants. On Mr. Hanway's 
entering into the village, he and his attendants were 
received with kindness; for the peasants knew that 
they would pay for whatever they wanted: but they 
had not been in the village two hours before eight 
couriers arrived, armed with muskets^ though they 
generally wear only sabres. 

These couriers wear a white sash, girded from 
their waists many times round their bodies; they 
take horses wherever they can find them^ which 
they do not always return to the dwners: they even 
dismount travellers, and often leave them to walk 
with their baggage. This occasions their being 
sometimes repulsed and severely treated, though as 
they are employed in the shah's business^ an entire 
submission is required. Post-masters were supplied, 
by the shah's orders, with thirty, forty, or fifty 
.horses; but the demand for them is frequently 
greater than they are able to supply. One of these 
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post-masters being charged by Nadir with not for* 
Dishing his couriers, answered, '^ That I have not 
supplied them is most certain, because for every t^i 
horses you provided, you sent me twenty couriers; 
a man had better die at once than live to serve a 
rascal:'' and immediately stabbed himself. The 
shah cried out, ♦* He is a brave fellow, wve him;" 
but it was too late. 

While Mr. Hanway was at this village, he observed 
youths of twenty years of age, armed with military 
authority, giving blows on the heads of those, whose 
grey beards entitled them to reverence; this was 
done frequently for very trifling offences, and some- 
times for no offence at all : nor could he restrain his 
own Armenian servants from following their ex- 
ample, till he assured them they should receive ten 
strokes for one. 

Mr. HanWay and his company having refreshed 
themselves, left the village in the evening, taking 
their route over a high mountain, whence they de* 
scended into a pleasant and fruitful valley, and 
crossing the Rizilizan, took up their lodgings at 
two leagues distance from Arsevil. Spring was 
already advanced to its highest bloom; the bright- 
ness of the sky, the water pouring from the rocks, 
the variegated verdure of the trees on the moun* 
tains, with the lawns and corn-fields, filled the mind 
with the most pleasing ideas. Their eyes were fre- 
quently entertained with the most noble and exten- 
sive prospects, bounded by stupendous mountaint 
rising gradually on each other; some had their 
summits covered with snow, while others concealed 
their heads in the clouds. In the valleys indeed 
appeared many ruined cities : but the. serpentine 
Course of the Kizilizan, wUh a variety of lawns and 
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wooji, finely diyersified the scene. The mind i$ 
naturally delighted with the return of spring; bat 
to Mr. Hanway it afforded the nM>re pleasure, as the 
past Mrinter had been att^ided with such circuni'^ 
stances of distress. How happy^ thought he, might 
Persia be, did not a general depravity of manners 
Involve her inhabitants in such inextricable confu*^ 
fdon ; but how much more happy are those countries 
whose governments are not despotic, and whose 
people are inspired with sentiments of virtue and 
true religion, which alone can blunt the edge of 
those calamities to which human life is subject. 
The desolate country through which he had tra* 
veiled for so many days, rendered the beauties of 
Ghilan the more striking. Arsevil was bordered by 
olive-trees : the walks in the gardens were inclosed 
with vines, and the fruit*trees were in blossom: here 
were few proofs of art; but nature, with a little in- 
dustry, seemed to furnish all that was necessary or 
pleasant. 

On the 1st of April Mr. Han way passed through 
the narrow paths, in the mountains that guard the 
province of Ghilan, in the view of many pleasant 
valleys, and the next day arrived at Reschd, where 
}ie had the pleasure of seeing some of his friends. 
On the 4th he set out for Langarood, and airiving 
there the next morning, was kindly received by 
Mr. Elton and the two French missionaries, who 
were then with him. The naval preparations carried 
on there, were conducted by admiral Mahommed 
Khan, who was extremely ignorant in maritime 
afiairs, and finding that Mr. Hanway was returned 
with success from the camp, he seemed^afraid of his 
resenting his former conduct, being apprehensive 
tbat the value of the pistols he had presented to him 
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was g;reater than it reaUy was, and being ignonuit 
how to use the screw-barrels, he offered to return 
them, to which Mr. Hanway had no objection. 
Policy did not require the appearance of resentment 
on his part, and charity seldom warraiits the reality 
of it. A mind superior to the injuries we suffer by 
the weakness or wickedness of others, seems to be 
the surest mark of that generosity of spirit, which 
Christianity requires, and bids fairest to secure that 
tranquillity, which, in a great measure, constitutes 
our temporal happiness, 

Mr. Hanway was here visited by a mullah, or 
Persian priest, accompanied by Shahyerdie Beg, 
the person to whom he had been so much obliged. 
They entertained him with several quotations out 
of their poets, particularly with regard to the plea* 
sures and miseries of life arising from the society of 
women, and expressed themselves upon this subject 
v^ith great delicacy. Among other remarks, the 
mullah observed, that though their law permitted 
a man to have four wives, and as many concubines 
as he pleased, yet they always considered him as 
the most virtuous man, who confined himself to <me 
wife, without any concubine. 

A woman in Persia, before her marriage, is exa- 
mined, with respect to her person, by the mother, 
or some other female relation of the man ; as the 
man is by the parents or friends of the woman. A 
report being made, the woman's parent demands 
the price, which being paid, the kazzi or judge, or 
where there is none, the mullah marries them, very 
often without their having seen each other. The 
Persians may marry for a month, or any time agreed 
upon between the parties, and they are at liberty to 
separate when t|ie time is expired; but the womai^ 
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HHist not marry again immediately, unlew the is cer^ 
tain of her not being with child. If she provea 
pregnant, the man is obliged to support her for a 
year; and if the child is a male, it is his; if a fe^ 
male, hers. Marriage, however, does not entitle 
the women to any distinguished privileges; foe 
they are considered as little more than servile crea- 
tures, formed for the pleasure of their lords; 

The women of Ghilan are very industrious; the 
common sort are often seen abroad without veils, 
planting rice, and performing other offices of agri- 
culture : and at home they are employed in spin* 
ning, and in different manufactures. Those in this 
province are fair, and their eyes and hair are black: 
but there, as in other places, they blacken their eyen 
by a drug, which leaves a blackness on the eye* 
lids. They have a great esteem for large eyes; 
their features are small, their stature is low, and 
they have something delicate in their form: bu^ 
in general, the Georgians are most esteemed for 
their personal charms. Their children are very 
handsome when young, but the boys soon change 
their complexion. The girls, who do not labour in 
the fields, are seldom seen abroad, except in the 
morning, before sun-rise, and then are covered with 
veils, which reach down to their feet. When a lady 
of distinction travels on horseback, she is not only 
veiled, but has generally a servant, who runs or 
rides before her, to clear the way; and on such oc- 
casions the men always^ turn their backs till the 
ivomen are passed; for it is thought the greatest 
ill manners to look at them. 

The Persians are as much governed by outward 
appearance as any other nation; hence our factors 
in the south of Persia have, from motives of policy. 
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carried this afiatr much farther than thoie ^ho coioe 
from the cold regions of Russia; they .have had 
their gold caalleans, rich sashes, running-footmeuj 
led horses, &c. Shah Sultan Hassein gave them a 
Qoble palace and fine gardens; and, at a public 
entertainment made for that prince, the factors once 
spread the ground with scarlet cloth, for him to 
viralk on from the royal palace to their own, and af-- 
terwards gave it to the soldiers. This conduct was 
political, among so ostentatious a people as the Per* 
sians, and, doubtless, had good effects. 

Ghilan is covered on one side by a range of moun* 
tains, nearly in the form of a crescent. What greatly 
adds to its beauty is the abundance of timber, and 
the romantic scenes it ever}' where affords. At the 
foot of the iQOuntains, to the eastward, near the bay, 
is a hot bath, much esteemed for its medicinal vir- 
tues ; the water of which is of a yellowish colour. 
All the passes into Ghilan are very difficult ; and 
hence the kings of Persia have hardly ever beeii 
fible to keep the inhabitants of the southern cpasta 
of the Caspian Sea in subjection, 

Reschd, the metropolis of Ghilan, had been sur^ 
rounded by a thick wood, which rendered it ex- 
tremely unwholesome : but the Russians no sooner 
possessed this part of the province, than they cleared 
the ground for near fifteen miles to the southward ; 
and a prospect is now opened, that is only bounded 
by the mountains, whose tops rise so high, that they 
are generally covered with snow throughout the 
whole year. The air of this province, though ad-^ . 
mir^bly adapted to the cultivation of raw silk and 
{ice, of which there is greater plenty here than in 
any other part of Persia, is far from being healthy; 
for \h^ n^m€r9tts inar^h^s, occasioned hj the ^yex^ 
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flowiiig ci the Casptan Sea^ the fields of rice crften 
laid under water, and the vicinity of the monntaine 
eof ered widi wood, contribute to hurt the air, espe- 
cially when the heat of the sun is violent, and the 
exhalations strong. There are here innumerable 
sWEunns of frogs, gnats, and spiders ; the extraordi* 
nary moisture of the earth breeds insects even in 
the houses, and the air is so productive of rust, that 
it is difficult even to preserve the work of a watch. 
The inhabitants observe, that women, mules and 
poultry enjoy health, when all other animals pine 
away with sickness; whence it may be inferred, 
that their confinement contributes to their preser- 
vation. Snow sometimes falls in such quantities, as 
to prevent all communication between the inhabi* 
tants, except from the house-tops, which, however, 
are not very lofty. 

The people here enjoy a long spring, during 
which their lawns and their meadows are strewed 
with flowers, and the bushes with roses and honey- 
suckles. The soil, which is exceedingly fertile, pro^ 
duces some hemp and hops, and almost every kind 
of fruit without culture ; for, besides pomegranates, 
peaches, oranges and lemons, here are abundance 
of grapes, the vines supporting themselves on the 
trees, and growing wild on the mountains; so that 
a great part of the province is a perfect paradise, 
notwithstanding the many inconveniences that at^ 
tend it. However, their grapes, for want of cultiva* 
tion, are not the most excellent, nor will they make 
io^raUe wine without a mixture of raisins from 
th^ southern parts c^ the empire ; but these, fer-^ 
mented ti^ther, produce very good wine. Their 
other fruits are reckoned unwhcdesome, especially 
to foreigners, and in partieular, the peaches and figs 
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partake much of the pernictoas moiftare that pre* 
dominates in the lower part of the province. Ghilan 
is also remarkable for producing great quantities of 
box, i^ which camels are extremely fond, thon^ it 
is immediate death if they eat it ; for which reason, 
there are few or no camels brought into the pro- 
wince, their caravans consisting of horses, mnles 
and cows, that carry burdens like other animab. 



CHAP. V. 

Second journey from Langarood to Astrabad. A description of 
the proTince of Mazanderan; the cities of Amul and Bal. 
frush; of the causeway built by Shah Abbas^ and of the fa- 
mous palace of Ashereff; pyramids of human heads at the en* 
trance of Astrabad; cruelties exercised on the rebels ;. Mr. 
Hanway recovers his money and effects. A description of the 
Persian paper and ink; of the everlasting fire of the Guebres, 
and of springs of naphtha. 

ON the first of May, in the evening, Mr. Han- 
way set out for Astrabad. Besides Mr. Loftus, Mr. 
Elton's interpreter, who had been with him in the 
camp, he also took Matteuse, the old Armenian, who 
was with him when the rebellion broke out. There 
were six persons in company, well armed, and Ma- 
hommed Khan had promised to furnish them with 
a convoy of fifty soldiers, if necessary : for some of 
the inhabitants of Mazanderan, as well as Astrabad, 
having been in the rebellion, and knowing that 
part of the money our author was to receive, would 
be levied on their relations, there was reason to ap- 
prehend that they would obstruct their journey, if 
they had a favourable opportunity of doing it. 

The first evening they were benighted and lost 
in a woody though they had successively procured 
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i^veral guides; but they all ran away, from the 
fear of being used ill. In this perplexity they ad- 
vanced towards a house, where they saw a lights 
but found the entrance barricaded with trees. In 
vain did they use entreaties to persnade the master 
of it to conduct them to Radizar ; these being in- 
e£fectual, they broke into the house, and tying a 
rope to one of his arms, compelled him to conduct 
them. Unwarrantable as this conduct may appear^ 
it was agreeable to the practice of Per^, and now 
seemed absolutely necessary ; but haying conducted 
them to Radizar, he was paid handsomely for his 
trouble, and sufifered to return home. 

The neitt day they entered the province of Ma- 
%anderan^ the weather being extremely delightful. 
On the fourth, the horses and mules being at pas- 
ture, were visited by a wolf of a very extraordinary 
^ze ; but being driven off by a guard set for sucb 
purposes, the animal contented itself with killing m 
cow. In the morning they set out early, and comings 
up with a detachment of fifty soldiers, the com^ 
mander courteously offered his service to guard 
them. 

Mr. Hanway observed, that some of the lower 
parts g( Mazanderan nearly resemble Ghilan ; but 
not being so closely encircled by mountains, tha 
air is more pure and free. This province als<!i^ 
abounds with water, many streams of wUeii issue 
from the sprmgs in the higher ground. The coun- 
try is as fruitful as Ghilan, and being much 
healthier, the inhabitants are stronger and more ro- 
bust. It furnishes great quantities of cotton, and is 
the only prorince in the north of Persia that pro^ 
duces sugar. 

Mr. Hanway prei^ented the comttKuidef of the 
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fifty men with cloth for a coat, and he being 
obliged to leave them, gave them ten of his soldiers 
for a guard ; but as they advanced deeper in the 
province, the peasants grew insolent, and one of 
them seized the commander of the ten men by hu^ 
throat. It is very dangerous coming to extremi* 
ties with these people ; for if they beat or distress 
any one, they are punished so severely, that they 
think it best to commit murder to prevent a disco- 
very; and if that is found out, they even sometimes 
hide themselves in their mountains. The house as-, 
signed Mr. Hanway for his lodging, being inha- 
bited by women and children, that humane gentle- 
man thought it his duty to c6mply with their in- 
treaties, and therefore removed and pitched his - 
tent : but night drawing on, he discovered that he 
was in a very bad neighbourhood ; for the villagers 
had appeared in arms in the late rebellion, and these 
people, imagining him to be extremely rich, would 
not be persuaded but that all the brass buttons, worn 
by those in his company, were of gold: their chief 
boasted of his great dexterity in the use of fire- 
arms; as a specimen of which, before it was dark, 
he killed a small bird on a lofty tree with a single 
ball. The villagers, however, being now filled with 
apprehensions, that this convoy had orders to seize 
them, took their arms and retired. The inhabitants, 
of the neighbouring mountains were no less disaf- 
fected, and several horsemen entered the village in 
the night; but finding Mr. Hanway and his com- 
pany on their guard, they turned back. 

The dangerous situation our author had been in 
diuring the night, made him leave this place with, 
great satisfaction. By seven in the morning, the 
sun was extremely hot; but he found the Pei^ans 
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vrere not so much afraid of the sun as the Portu- 
gese, vflio seldom travel without a cloak and um- 
brella, and also use skull-caps of paper, or a cab- 
bage leaf under their hats ; but the common people 
here only secure the crown of the head with a silk 
quilted skull-cap, and often leave the rest of the 
head bare. About nine they took shelter in a wood^ 
and pitched their tents, resolving to travel only in 
the evening or at night. On the 7th they travelled 
five leagues, and early the next morning struck 
their tents ; but the soldiers, contrary to their eur 
gagement, had left them in the night to take care 
of themselves. 

As they approached towards Amul, the country 
appeared still more pleasant : the city is situated in 
a plain at the foot of Mount Taurus, ai^d is watered 
by a river, over which is a fine bridge of twelve 
arches. The Persians have a tradition, that if any 
governor or commander passes over it on horseback, 
he will soon be deprived of his office, if not of his 
life; and that whoever would not be pursued by 
ill fortune, ought to walk over it : however, though 
the stream is rapid and the water foul, the Persiantf 
generally ford it. As our author did not chusetobe 
regarded as a person excluded from the common 
bounties of Heaven, he thought proper to walk 
over the bridge, leading his horse. He there found 
the ruins of an old fortress, which had been built of 
brick, and had been stronger and more regular than 
any building of that kind he had seen in Persia. 
Here is also a palace built with stone, in which the 
famous Shah Abbas often resided : it commands a 
pleasant prospect, and is well contrived for cool- 
ness and convenience; The garden is remarkably 
for the size and height of the cypress-trees. 
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lu this ctty Mr. Hanway met a writer in the wt^ 
vice of Mahommed Khan, who received him with 
great ciyility, and expressed much concern at his 
being ignorant of his circumstances, when he was 
in his company retiring before the Turkumans. 
Having given him an account of the su{^ession ci 
the rebellion ; he invited him to hear his music : 
one instrument resembled a flute, another a guitar, 
and a third a kettle«drum, and, at the same time, 
an old man and two boys sung and danced. The 
last accomplishment is taught to none but those 
who hire themselves to divert others; dancing be- 
ing considered mean and ignoble. The boys moved 
their heads, legs and arms, in a very extravagant 
manner. The writer then sent for a priest, remark^ 
able for being a good singer, who raised his voice 
to an amazing degree; his quavers were mixed 
with harsh guttural sounds, and the distortions of 
his visage created horror rather than delight; nor 
was the instrumental music less disagreeable. 

The people of Amul, as in many other parts of 
this coast, begin in May to retire into the neigh- 
bouring mountains, where they live in tents, and 
enjoy cool breezes, delightful shades, plenty of 
fruit, the most delktous water, with an extensive 
prospect of a fine country below them. They have 
a great deal of rice and wheat, and also printed 
cottons, in which article they trade with the neigh- 
bouring provinces. 

On the 9th, in the evening, Mr. Hanway left 
Amul, and travelled through a delightful countiy 
till two in the morning, when, after resting wiA 
his company in tents, they departed to Balfrush, the 
capital of the province. He there learned, that upon 
the news of the defeat of the rebels, the governor 
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a]^iated by Sadoc Aga was seized, and holes be-> 
ing cut in his flesh, lighted candles were fixed in 
them. Jn this barbarous manner this unhappy rebel 
was led naked about the market place, till he ez« 
pired with loss of blood. 

On the 11th Mr« Hanway risited Mahomme4 
Khan, whose house was in a delightful situation^ a 
few miles from the city. It had nothing like granf* 
deur ; but the adjacent woods and rivulets gave it 
an air of simplicity, and rendered it more plea* 
sant than the most magnificent palace, where no^ 
thing is to be seen but the most finished strokes of 
art. In the area before the house, one hundred and 
fifty men were drawn up under arms, in two double 
lines. Mr. Hanway alighted at some yards dis^ 
tance, and bowing with his hand on his breast, ad- 
vanced towards the khan, who was seated in his 
aviam, and received him with great expressions of 
kindness, and, as a proof of his regard, released a 
man who was tied and condemned to be beaten, 
telling our author that he did it for his sake, and to 
do him honour. Mr. Hanway made him a present 
of some fine cloths, and a case of choice drams, of 
which the khan was immoderately fond. Having 
prevailed on our author to stay all night, he ordered 
poultry and sheep to be killed, resolving to show 
him such favours as would wipe off the stains hit 
reputation had suffered by his ill treatment of him 
before, for which he now made an apology, After 
dinner he sent for the dancers and music, who tor- 
mented our author the whole of the evening; his 
nerves being too weak to bear the noise made by 
eight instruments and singers; but though an ]E)u- 
ropean ear cannot be reconciled to their taste in 
music, yet ours is agreeable to them. When the 
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dancing men had ended, they presented Mr, Han* 
way an orange, which was a civil way of desiring 
payment for their trouble^ At length the k]ian in- 
i^ited him to drink brandy with him, and on his re- 
fusal, expressed great surprise, that he, being an 
European and a Christian, was not fond of spiritous 
liquors. As soon as he retired, the khan and his 
companions could not refrain from drinking the 
strong waters he had presented him : their usual 
way is for each person to have a plate of sweet- 
meats before him, and then they drink their liquor 
in tea- cups till they are drunk, which is soon ac- 
tomplished. 

The next morning Mr. Hanway visited the mo- 
nument of the khan's favourite wife, who had been 
lately buried in a wood near his house. It had aif 
epitaph, in which, according to the common sense 
of mankind, life was compared to a flower, that 
blossoms in the spring, and in the summer appears 
in the full lustre of its beauty, but in autumn be- 
gins to decline ; and when winter comes on, every 
gust of wind blows i\ to the ground, where it lies 
and rots. 

Mr. Hanway, having five men for his guard, left 
Balfrush, and travelled three leagues through a fine 
country to AUeabad, where is a palace of a mean 
appearance, but pleasantly situated. The most im-. 
portant monument of antiquity in this country is> 
the causeway built by Shah Abbas the Great, about 
the beginning of the last century, from Keskar, in 
the south-west comer of the Caspian, to Astrabad, 
and several leagues farther, it being, in all, near 
three hundred English miles long : it has hardly 
ever been repaired, but as there are few or no wheel- 
carriages used in this country, the pavement is in 
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many places very perfect: it is raised in the middle, 
i¥tth ditches on each side^ and in some parts is 
above twenty yards broad. From AUeabad to Sari, 
this causeway is, for above a league together, bor- 
dered on each side by a delightful wood, whose 
^luxuriant branches afford a delightful shelter to 
travellers. The prospect is variegated with many 
avenues, that open into meadows and fields of rice. 

The inhabitants of Sari were in a miserable con-« 
dition, complaining loudly of the shah, and no less 
of Sadoc Aga and hisTurkuman Tartars. Here are 
four temples of the Guebres, or worshippers of fire, 
who formerly inhabited all this coast : these edifices 
are made of the most durable materials, and are ro- 
tundas, of about thirty feet in diameter, raised to a 
point of near one hundred and twenty feet in height. 

On the 14th they continued their route through 
a fine country to Ashreff: the causeway is here 
much decayed, but Shah Abbas, who was fond of 
this country, built a lodge every two leagues for 
his refreshment in travelling. From one of these 
buildii^s they had a full view of the great moun- 
tain Demoan, on which, the Persians say, the ark 
rested; while the Armenians ascribe this honour to 
Mount Ararat, which b also visible in clear wea- 
ther, on the western coast of the Caspian, if what 
was shown to our author was the real Ararat. 

In the afternoon they arrived at Ashreff, wher« 
is a celebrated palace, built by Shah Abbas, which 
far exceeds any on the Caspian Sea. Over the en- 
trance are the arms of Persia, a lion, with the sun 
rising behind him, alluding to the strength and 
glory of the Persian monarchy. Within this gate 
ifl a Idag avenue, on each side of which are thirty 
apartments, intended for the guards* The next 
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gate in front opens into a garden, in the midit of 
which is a channel made with stone, abont three 
feet wide and one deep, through which runs a 
stream of water, that has four cascades, abont an 
eU high, thirty yards distant from each other, each 
having a small basin and fountain: on the sided^ 
aear the stream, holes are cut to fix candles, at 
equal distances, to the number of about a thousand, 
which must have a fine effect. At the head of the 
stream is a large stone basin, six feet deep. In the 
adjacent building is a sumptuous aviam, painted 
with gold flowers, well executed, on a blue ground, 
and several portraits, that seem to be done by a 
Dutchman, but no masterly hand. On the sides of 
the aviam are several snialF apartments, and behind 
^his buildrtig are three other falls of water, that 
pour down the sides of a steep mountain covered 
with wood. 

The garden chiefly consists of walks bordered 
with large pines, oranges, and other fruit-trees, 
disposed in beds, with streams of water flowing be- 
tween them. From thence they went to another 
garden, much in the same taste, in which stood the 
haram; but though nobody was in It, it was con- 
ndered as sacred, and they were not permitted to 
enter it. Before this building was a large basin of 
water, and here were also cascades, as in the other 
garden. From thence they were conducted to a 
banquetting- house, dedicated to a grandson of Ali; 
and out of respect to this place, they were dedrcd 
to leave their swords at the door. The golemnify 
with which our author was conducted in, struck 
him with a kind of awe, which was soon changed 
to contempt, from his seeing the room adorned witk 
sQch paintings as could oidy please a r^ptwrn^ 
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Mahometan. H)eve were also portraite of Shah Ab^ 
has I. and II., aU poorly done, by an European 
hand. They were now shown a fourth house and 
garden, in whteh was a stately dome, whose top 
wag indififerently well painted, and the walls were 
covered with Dutch tiles as high as the gallery. 
On an eminence at some distance, was a small 
building, that seemed intended for an observatory. 
The whole commands a view of a very fine country, 
and of the Caspian Sea, which is about five miles 
distant: the vicmity'of the mountains at the rere 
of the palace, the numerous cascades, and the war* 
Uing of the birds, gave our author many pleasing" 
ideas ; but the unhappy situation of the people in* 
cessantly recurred to his thoughts, and damped the 
pleasure he would otherwise have enjoyed. 

On the 15th they left Ashreff, and upon the 
road met a courier with a letter from M yrza Ma«* 
hemmed, to beseech Mr. Hanway to. hasten hit 
journey, and use his interest to save his life. Ai 
they approached Astrabad^ they met several armed 
horsemen, carr^fdng home the peasants whose eyea 
had been put out, the blood yet running down their 
faces. Near the entrance of the city, on each side, 
was a pyramid built of stone, whitened over, and 
made full of niches ; they were about sixteen Of 
twenty feet in diameter at the base, and rising gra« 
dually near forty feet ; each had a single head at 
the top, and the greatest part of the niches were 
filled with human heads, several of which hftd 
beards, and being set a little projecting, added to 
the horror of this shocking sight. 

On the 16th of May Mr. Hanway entered Astra- 
bad a second time. He now found it a scene of mi* 
lery and desolation : for he was informed, that the 
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-execution of that day consisted in potting out tliel 
left eyes of thirty men, beheading four, and bum- 
ihg one alive, who had been a captain in the rebel 
guard : two hundred women were sent out of the 
city, one hundred and fifty of whom were ordered 
to be sold to the soldiers as slaves. The next day 
he passed through several streets, which seemed to 
have no inhabitants but soldiers, and a few old 
women^ Mr. Hanway sent a present to Bebbud 
Khan, the king's general, and followed it himself; 
he found him seated in his aviam, with his soldiers 
drawn up in a semicircle before him, and was em- 
ployed in judging and condemning the unhappy 
wretches, one or two of whom were brought before 
him at a time. 

After the first compliments Mr. Hanway took 
tiie shah*s decree in both his hands, and lifting it 
up to his head, delivered it to the general, who 
stood up to receive it, and raising it up to his fore- 
head, gave it to his secretary to read. On Mr. Han- 
way's desiring that it might be speedily executed, 
he promised that it should^ and then presented him 
sweetmeats and large white mulberries, which are 
a delicious fruit. While he was eating, the priso- 
ners were taken from his presence, and the secre- 
tary made a complimental speech on the usefulness 
of merchants, observing, that they brought wealth 
into countries, were serviceable to kings, and ought 
not to be offended by any, but protected by all 
parties. 

After a short repast, a prisoner was severely beaten 
with sticks, and the soldiers were ordered to spit in 
his face, and to put out his eyes. When the soldiers 
were dragging him to execution, he begged with 
bitter cries that he might -rather suffer death; the 
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general, whose heart seemed made of the same 
staff as his sword, refused this crUel mercy ; and 
ordering him to be recalled for further inquiry, 
suspended the execution. 

Sietdoc Aga, the rebel general, who had a princi^ 
pal share in taking Mr. Hanway 's caravan of cloth, 
and insulting him by his jests, was then brought 
before the general. When Mr. Hanway saw him 
last he was a youth of more than common vivacity, 
was richly dressed, well armed, and full of mirth. 
But, alas! how was the scene now altered! His garb 
was mean, and his eyes were deprived of their 
sight; he drooped his head, and his voice was 
changed. The general asked about our author's 
goods, and told him he must pay for them: to 
which he answered ; " All 1 know of them is, that 
they were taken by Mahommed Hassan, and by 
him distributed to his people. • Would to God that 
Mahommed Hassan and his whole house had been 
buried deep in the earth ere I had heard of his 
name! And how can I pay for the goods? I have 
nothing left but this mean garb you see on my 
back : indeed this is sufficient : you have already 
deprived me of my sight, and of what use is life to 
me ?" This he expressed with that emotion natural 
to a daring spirit, but the general cruelly ordered 
him to be struck across the mouth, to silence him; 
-^hich was done with such violence, that the blood 
issued forth. 

Sadoc Aga being removed, Mirza Mohammed 
was brought, with two large logs of wood fitted to 
the small of his legs, and rivetted together ; a heavy 
triangular wooden collar was also on his neck, 
which likewise served as a handcuff to his left 
wrist. Mr. Hanway might now have said, " How 
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Mrise yon acre!'' as he said to him when he iaw him 
last; but he had too mueh humanity to insult the 
wretched^ and there being no mercy to be found 
there, lie took no notice of his former behaviour, 
J>ut departed abruptly, having his heart too fAll of 
the dreadful objects he had seen. 

He tiien visited Mahommed Hussein Khan, the 
father of him who was the governor of Astrabad 
before the xebellion, and had been charged with 
the murder of Shah Taehmas, the last lawful sove- 
reign of Persia. He received our author with great 
politeness, assuring him in the strongest terms, 
that he would not leave the place until his business 
was done^ agreeably to the shah's order ; and among 
tother things saki, '' I am charged with a particu- 
lar commission to see the rebels punished : I must 
^o that for which I know I shall be damned ; the 
•ahah will have it so. Well, to-morrow is a day of 
blood, and I will make them . pay you, though I 
pull the money out of their throats." Mr. Hanway 
had too much humanity to thank him for his bloody 
intentions; for though these unhappy rebels had 
acted as if they meant to devote themselves to ruin, 
^t an opposition to such execrable tyranny wanted 
only more force and wisdom to give it the stamp 
of glory: nor could our author behold without hor- 
jror, a man, whom a blind obedience to his prince 
ieould induce to shake hands with everlasting 
perdition. 

The next day, in the evenings eight Turkuman 
(Tartaiii being taken in the road, were brought to 
ihat city, upon which the general expressed great 
Batiafectton, observing, that many niches in his py- 
ramid were yet unfilled ; one ctf them being called 
Sais, and the other having the name Mahommed 
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HtLSseln Khan. The execution of a malefactor ia 
Persia is performed with little ceremony; he ii 
taken to a field or open place, near the residence 
of the military jtid^e, and the executioner causing; 
: him to kneel, he pronounces his creed, '* There is 
but one God, Mahommed is his prophet, and Alt 
his friend :'* his head is then taken off with the 
motion of a s^bre, with a thrusting cut, which in 
drawing back completes the operation. 

Mr. Honway now visited his friend Nazeer Aga, 
who had received a reward from the shah for the 
services he had performed during the rebellion. The 
old man expressed a high satisfaction at seeing him 
after the great dangers to which they had both been 
exposed. A few days after Nazeer Aga informed 
Mr. Han way by letter, of the arrival of captain 
Woodroofe in Astrabad-bay ; and, as the Turkumans 
-and Ogurtjoys were in arms against the Persians, 
and possessed a great number of boats, he thought it 
unsafe for the ship to be in the road. In answer to 
this letter, Mr. Hanway thanked him for his advice, 
and told him that he did not fear those barbarians; 
for if they should come in numbers like a swarm of 
bees, they would meet their destruction from the 
great guns. This was proper language in a placa 
where the Turkumans had their spies ; and, were t$ 
not for the terror of captain Woodroofe's four three- 
pounders, the sum he was preparing to send on 
board, might have induced them to attack the ship 
at anchor; and as some of these boats had twelve 
or fourteen hands well armed, they might have 
found it difficult to defend the ship : however, they 
had provided close- quarters and powder-chests, so 
that they could not have taken it without a manner 
of fighting to which tliey were entire strangers. 
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On the 21st Myrza Mahommed delivered to Mr, 
Hanway the greatest part of his baggage^ of which 
he had' been so careful as to conceal it in a well, by 
which it received some damage ; and also paid him 
as much of the money as he said was in his power; 
though it was evident^ that if the rebellion had suc« 
ceeded, he would have deprived him of the whole: 
but he hoped that Mr. Hanway would intercede in 
his favour. The next morning that gentleman went 
to the two khans, who were together, and had just 
condemned and ordered twenty- one persons for exe- 
cution; he informed them that Myrza had delivered 
his baggage, and that he hoped he would receive 
the king's mercy. Mahommed Hussein Khan asked, 
if he desired he should be saved ? To this he an- 
swered in the affirmative; and that he should con- 
cider mercy shown to Myrza as a particular mark 
of favour. To which the other replied, " For your 
sake then he ^hall be saved : his majesty has shown 
you great honour, and it is my business to do the 
same.'' Mr. Hanway having returned htm thanks, 
and Myrza being sent for, was informed that for 
Mr. Hanway's sake he was pardoned, and imme- 
diately his collar and log were cut off. 

Mr. Hanway had before received, in single pieces 
and cuts of cloth, to the amount of 1,600 crowns. A 
much greater value had been found in the city ; but 
the general converted it to his own use. Some time 
ftfter he received 3,000 crowns more, and was desired 
to take a part of the payment in female slaves, which 
he absolutely refused. At the same time the general 
being informed that Mr. Hanway was only thirtyr- 
two years of age, expressed great astonishment at 
his hoary locks, till he was told that what he tooi^ 
for his hair was only a wig. 
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On the 5th of June^ Mr. Hanway pressing Ma- 
hommed Hussein Khan and the general for the 
payment of the rest of his money, the former wanted 
him to take his obligations for it, payable in ten or 
fifteen days; and the general being obliged to 
march, cried, *' I cannot go hence without the re- 
ceipt; the king will demand it from me, and if you 
do not give it, 1 will kill ten men every day till I 
get the money." Mr. Hanway answered, " I hope 
no man will die on my account ; but I cannot an- 
swer it to the merchants, my principals, to give a 
receipt for the money in exchange for any obliga- 
tion whatsoever." 

Some days after Mr. Hanway went to Kourdie- 
malla, guarded by five horse and ten foot soldiers, 
carrying with him seven bales of cloth, and nine 
bags of money, with other things to the value of 
11,000 crowns, taking care to let no person know 
when he intended to leave the town till he actually 
set out. But he had the mortification tobe^forsaken 
by his guard, and left in a thick wood, three English 
miles from the place of embarkation ; however, he 
got safe on board with the money and goods, and 
the next day returned to Astrabad. On the 29th 
he went again on board with 5,000 crowns more, 
leaving Matteuse, his old Armenian clerk, and two 
servants, to solicit for the remainder due oh the 
shah's decree. 

While Mr. Hanway was at Astrabad he received 
a letter from the shah's nephew, who was governor 
of Mesched, in answer to one he had wrote to him, 
in relation to the payment for the pistols inlaid ^with 
gold, and other curiosities, which Mr. Elton had 
provided for him by express commission : but this 
l^reat man had so little senjse of honour, that he ie^ 
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torne^ them on Mr. Elton'g handa^ diough they 
were utteiiy unveadable, alleging, that they were 
too good for him. 

The Persian paper, on which they write their 
letters, is made of cotton and silk rags, and after* 
wards is glossed over by rubbing it with a smooth 
stcme or shell ; but it is so soft and liable to be torn, 
that they roll it up. Their letters are wrote on 
small slips of paper, in a few words, and with great 
exactness ; for their characters are rather drawn than 
written, no interlineations or blots being ever suf« 
fered: they are then made up in rolls about six 
inches long, and a piece of paper being fastened 
round them with gum, it is sealed with ink, com- 
posed of a mixture of burned rice, galls and gum, 
and answers the double purpose of ink and wax, as 
it serves not only for writing, but for subscribing 
with their seal. Their pens are made of reeds 
brought from the southern parts of Persia ; and in 
their rings they gener^dly wear agates, which serve 
for a seal, there being frequently engraved on them 
the wearer's name, with some verse of the koram 

. The religion of the Guebres, which is still pre* 
served by some of the posterity of the ancient Indians 
and Persians, was founded by Zoroaster, who lived 
about the year of the world 2860. This great phi- 
losopher being struck with the demonstrations ht 
observed, of the perfection of that self-existent Beings 
who is the author of all good, and being at a loss 
how to account for the introduction of evil into this 
world, thought there were two principles, or beings^ 
one the cause of all good, whom he imagined re- 
sembled the light, the other the author of all evil^ 
whom he represented by darkness. Thus consider- 
ing lighi^t the most {mrfect symbcdi of true wisdoo^ 
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and darkness as the representative of whatairer is 
hurtful and deatractiTe^ he taught his followers to 
worship God only under the form of fire; consider^ 
ing the brightness^ actiTity, purity, and incorrupti-r 
bility of that element, as bearing the most perfect 
resemblance of the nature of the good Deity. Thus 
the Persians showed a particular veneration for the 
sun, as the brightest image of God ; they offered up 
their sacrifices in the open air, and generally on the 
top of a hill, for they esteemed it injurious to the 
majesty of the God of heaven, to shut Him up in 
walls, who fills immensity with his presence. 

About six hundred years after the first Zoroaster^ 
imoth» philosopher of the same name, arose, who 
taught, that under the supreme Being there are two 
angels, the one of light, who as the author of all 
good, and tiie other of darkness, who is the author 
of all evil; that they, by a mixture of light and 
darkness, made all things, iand are in a perpetual 
smuggle with each other : that where the angel of 
light prei^ls, thercfJ^gcMid reigns; and where the 
angei of darkness, th^e evil predominates : that 
this Btru^le shall last till the end of the world, 
when the angel of darkness with his followers shall 
for e^er be separated from the light; but those who 
cherish their spiritual nature, and obey the angel 
of light, shall go with him into a world where ^ey 
^diall be rewarded amidst everlasting brightness, and 
triumphant glory. In short, this last Zoroaster 
caused teazles to be built, in which the Mcred fire 
was<nrdered to be constantly preserved. 

These opinions, with a few alteimtions, are still 
preserved by the Gkiehres, or Gaurs, the posterity vi 
iht «noient Indians and Persians, who are very zear 
ions in preserving lihe jreMgioa jof ikw anc^toct^ 
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particfuUrly with respect to their Teneration for fire. 

What is commonly caUed the everlasting fire, is 
H phenomenon of a yery extraordinary nature. This 
object of their devotion is about ten mUes from Baku, 
a city situated by an excellent haven in the Caspian 
Sea, on a dry rocky soil, where there are several 
ancient temples of stone, supposed to have been all 
dedicated to fire ; but most of them were only arched 
vaults, about ten or fifteen feet high. Among others 
is a little temple, in which the Indians now perform 
their devotions^ Near the altar is a large hollow 
cane, from the end of which issues a blue flame, 
like that of a lamp burning >«rith spirits, but to ap- 
pearance more pure. This flame, the Indians pre- 
tend, has continued ever since the Flood, and they 
fancy it will last till the end of the world. Here 
are generally forty or fifty poor devotees, who come 
On a pilgrimage from their own country, and feed 
upon a kind of Jerusalem artichokes, virild ceUery, 
and several other herbs and roots. They pretend to 
make expiation both for their own sins and those of 
others, and continue longer in proportion to the 
number of persons for whom they promise to pray. 
They mark their foreheads with saffron, and have 
a great veneration for a red cow. They wear but 
little clothing; and those most distinguished for 
their piety put one of their arms upon their heads, 
or some other part of the body, and keep it unal* 
terably fixed in that position. 

At a smaU distance from the temple is a low cleft 
of a rock, in which is a horizontal gap two feet from 
the ground, near six long, and about three broad^ 
from which issues a blue flame like that already 
described : in stiU weather it bums low, but when 
the wind blows^ it sometimes rises eight feet high. 
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«nd yet it is not perceived that the flame makes 
any impression on the rock. The Indians here also 
pay their adorations^ and say, that if these fires are 
stopped in one place, they will rise in another. But 
what appears still more extraordinary is, that the 
earth for above two miles round this place has this 
property, that on taking up two or three inches of 
the surface, and applymg a burning coal, the part 
uncovered immediately takes fire, almost before the 
coal touches it: the flame heats the soil, but does 
not consume it, nor does it affect the earth that is 
near it ; but this earth carried to another place does 
not produce this efifect. If a cane, or even a paper 
tube, be set about two inches in the ground, and 
closed up with earth below, on touching the top of 
it with a burning coal, and blowing it, a flame im- 
mediately issues, without burning either the cane 
or the paper, provided the edges be covered with 
clay; and this method they use for light in their 
houses, which have no other floor but the earth : 
three or four of these lighted canes will boil water 
in a pot, and thus they dress their victuals. The 
flame may be extinguii^ed in the same manner as 
that of spirits of wine. The ground is here dry and 
stony ; and the more stony it is, the stronger and 
clearer the flame : it^has a sulphureous smell like 
naphtha ; but it is not very offensive. It burns lime 
to great perfection. 

Near this place brimstone is dug^ and springs of 
naphtha are found. The chief place for the black 
or dark grey naphtha, is the small island Wetoy, 
which is now uninhabited, except when they are 
taking naphtha. The springs boil up highest when 
the weather is thick and hazy; and the naphtha 
often takes fire on the surface, and runs in great 
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qciatititieBi in a flame, into the sea, to an almost in- 
credible distance from the shore. In clear weather 
the spring do not boil up above two or three feet. 
This oily substance, in boiling oyer, becomes of 
Such a consistence, as by degrees almost to close 
the mouth of the spring: sometimes it is quite clo^, 
and forms hillocks as black as pitch ; but when a 
spring is rensted in one place, it breaks out in ano^ 
ther : some, that have not been long open, form a 
mouth of eight or ten feet diameter. It is unplea- 
sant to the smell, and is mostly used by the poor, 
among the Persians and the neighbouring people, 
as we use oil in lamps, or to boil their provisions; 
but it gives the food a disagreeable taste. It bums 
best whfeli nii:lted with a small quantity of ashes; 
and as there is great plenty of it, every family is 
well supplied. They keep it in earthen vessels un^^ 
der ghmnd, at a amll distance from their houses, 
on account of its being very liable to take fire. 

In the peninsula of Apcheron there is a white 
naphtha, of a much thinner consistence, which the 
Russians drink as a cordial and medicine; it is 
nlso u^ externally, and is said to be canted into 
India> where it makes the most beautiful and last- 
ing varnish yet found. 

Mr. Hanway having livedo some time in a very 
friendly maimer with Mr. Elton at Langarood, went 
to I^ahijan for the recovery of his health, having 
been for a eonsidemHe time very ill; and from 
thence he removed to Reschd. Mr. Eltc^, who had 
treated him with the greatest kindness, was about 
this time much ofiended at the ccmduct of Mr. Han- 
way*s employers in Europe, for their submission to 
the Russian court ; and being apprehensive of our 
4iuthor'6 making a jtist representation of his engage- 
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ments with the ehah^ which were absdutely incon* 
ststent with the views of the Russia company, and 
of carrying on the trade into Persia, he suddenly 
became our author's most bitter enemy. 



CHAP. VI. 

Mr. Hanway returns to Russia, arrives at Petersburg]! ; its re. 
veuues, number of inhabitants, climate, persons and dress of 
the people. 

HAVING with much difficulty obtained a re- 
<M)mpence for his losses, Mr. Hanway disposed of 
the cloth at Reschd, and laid out the produce, as 
\irell as the money he had received, in raw silk« 
He left that city on the 13th of September, and ar- 
rived at Perrybazar, where he embarked in a flat* 
bottomed Persian boat; and on the 29th reached 
Yerkie, where he was visited by a commander of a 
guard-ship stationed there; by whom he was in- 
formed, that if he had any other goods on board 
but such as were of the province of Ghilan, and did 
not declare them, the law made it death to the 
offender, besides burning the ship and cargo. As 
Mr. Bakcoonin, the Russian consul, had informed 
the governor of Astraehan that the plague was at 
Cashsfp, they were ordered to land on a small unin^ 
habited island, on the east side of the entrance of 
the Volga, where a fire being made, a suigeon and 
his attendants took the windward of them, and de* 
sired to see their breasts, as is usual in such cases; 
after he was satisfied that they had no infection, 
their letters were delivered to them, after being find; 
idipped in vinegar and dried in the smoke. The next 
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day the commander sent for Mr. Hanway and the 
eaptain to come again on shore on the island^ where 
they were a second time interrogated whether they 
had any Cashan goods on board, and in virtue of an 
order he had received for that purpose, desired them 
to declare, in writing, the places they had visited 
since their leaving Russia. 

Having waited here till the 11th of October, in 
very disagreeable weather, without any fresh pro- 
visions, a signal was made by the guard-ship for 
Mr. Hanway and the captain to come on board ; and 
then they had the mortification of being ordered to 
perform a quarantine on an uninhabited island, a 
little to the eastward. But what affected them most 
was, the news of the loss of all their letters, dispatches 
and passports, with the lives of twelve soldiers, in 
one of the empress's boats, which was sent up eleven 
days before, and had been attacked on the way by 
the Calmucs, who murdered the whole crew. 

At length the governor of Astrachan, imagining 
that Mr. Hanway might have something to com- 
municate to him, permitted his going to that city, 
on condition of his remaining a week longer in 
quarantine, without bringing with him the best 
part of his clothes or baggage. He, therefore, on 
the 20th, went up a small branch of the Volga, and 
landed on the island Carasa, now appointed for 
quarantine, where he found warehouses and habi- 
tations, with thirty soldiers. Here lodgings were 
appointed for him, in a house detached from the 
crew and the other passengers. On the 26th the 
governor of Astrachan sent his barge, rowed by 
twelve grenadiers, with some of his own clothes; 
Mr. Hanway was then required to strip himself 
entirely naked in the open air, and to pas3 through 
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the mortifying ceremony of having a large pail of 
"warm water throvra upon him. 

Having undergone this disagreeable discipline^ 
he embarked for Astrachan, and on the 27th ar- 
rived in that city. He waited on the governor the 
next day ; but found his behaviour very different 
from what it was a twelve- month before ; for he 
was very reserved upon the article of trade in ge- 
neral, though very inquisitive about Mr. Elton; 
and though Mr. Hanway did not come empty- 
handed, he barely met with civility, and passed his 
time in a very disagreeable manner, separated from 
his clothes, his servants, and his conveniences of life, 
in a place that afforded no amusement. 

On the 22d of November he obtained leave to set 
out for Petersburgh ; but the Volga being covered 
with floating ice, he resolved to travel by land, on 
the western banks of that river; and being in- 
formed that the secretary of the salt-office at As- 
trachan, and several Russian merchants, under the 
convoy of five Cossacks, were ready to depart, he 
embraced the opportunity of joining them with two 
servants, and crossed the Volga. 

On the 28th they met a large caravan going to 
Astrachan, which informed them that four persons 
were missing in Zaritzen and Chernoyare ; and as a 
bloody shirt had been found on the way, it was 
concluded that they were murdered. Orders were, 
therefore, given to the Cossacks, to keep a stricter 
watch than usual ; and some of the company, who 
had been impatient to proceed forwards, and in- 
tended to leave the rest, now thought it improper 
to separate. On the 2d of December they found a 
Russian waggon, and the harnesses of several 
hQrses, belonging to live persons who were mur^ 
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dered, and the next day they reached Zaritzen« 
During Mr. Hanway's stay there, he dined with 
the secretary, who acted as sub-governor of the 
town, and presented his wife to the company, who 
saluted her according to custom. She then presented 
a salver with small silver cups of brandy, which 
was repeated after dinner ; but she did not sit with 
them at table : our author was equally amazed at 
the profusion of the meats, and at the badness of the 
cookery. The quantity of bad wine, strong and 
small beer, drank by his companions, was prodigious ; 
it was, however, a feast of iTriendship, designed to 
reconcile the Astrachan secretary and one of the 
principal merchants of the city, who* had quar- 
relled ; and their healths being drank, the master 
of the house obliged them to kiss each other; they 
were then saluted by all the company in the same 
manner. 

As the snow rendered the road impassable for 
wheel-carriages, Mr. Hanway caused his waggon 
to be placed on a sledge, and having taken leave 
of his Russian friends, set out on the 6th, attended 
only by two servants. The next day the weather 
was so cold, that some strong wine froze under his 
feather bed ; he that night reached Cashaliena^ si- 
tuated on the Don: the inhabitants, who are a 
mixture of Russians and Circassians, are poor, but 
blessed with liberty. The wind now blew so hard 
and excessive cold, that the carriers could not face 
it, and were frequently oUiged to halt; the ground 
was covered with sim)w, and it often happens, that 
the passengers, who do not j»rovide a compass to di- 
rect them, lose their way and pmsh. 

On the 13th they stopped at Brusano, where the 
inhabitants informed them, that a band itf roU>eis 
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had the night before broke into two houses^ and^ 
not contented with plundering them, tortured the 
peasants, by putting fire between their fingers, to 
oblige them to deliver their money. These robbers 
were so closely pursued, that Mr. Hanway and his 
attendants found hams, and other provisions they 
had dropped in their flight. Upon the road they 
had frequent opportunities of observing in what 
manner the peasants render their huts habitable 
during the severity of the cold weather. Few of 
these having chimneys, the smoke of the stoves is 
carried out through the windows; by this means^ 
they are filled with so thick a cloud of smoke, that 
it is impossible to breathe at above two or three feet 
from the floor, till the wood is* burnt to ashes; and 
therefore those who would not be suffocated, must 
crawl in upon their hands and knees. 

On the 32d Mr. Hanway arrived at Moscow, 
where he received letters, informing him of the 
death of a relation, who had left him a considerable 
fortune. He staid there till the 28th of December^ 
and in the mean while provided a slight sledge, in 
which he was determined to travel post. Nothing 
can be more accommodated to ease and dispatch, 
than travelling in sledges in frosty weather: for in 
the journey our author now made from Moscow to 
Petersburgh, he slept without waking while he ad- * 
vanced one hundred wersts, or sixty-six English 
miles. The whole road between the two cities was 
marked out in snow by young fir-trees, planted on 
both sides, at the distance of about twenty yards, 
which, at a moderate computation, amounted to 
128,480 trees. At certain distances were also great 
piles of wood, to be set on fire to give light to the 
empress and her eourt, if they passed by in the nigU* 
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On these occasions^ her imperial majesty is drai^m 
in a large machine that contains her bed, a table, 
and other convenieiices, where four persons may 
take a repast. This machine is fixed on a sledge, 
and drawn by twenty-four post horses, and if any 
of them fall on the road, others are ready to supply 
their places. She is generally three days and nights 
on the way, and has several small palaces, at which 
she sometimes stops to refresh herself. Though the 
distance is 488 English miles, Peter the Great once 
made the journey in forty-six hours; but he did 
not travel in the same sort of carriage. 

Mr^ Hanway arrived at Fetersburgh on the 1st 
of January 174^, having performed the journey 
from Moscow in three days and a half. He had 
been absent a year and sixteen weeks, in which 
time he had travelled above four thousand English 
miles by land. 

The court of Petersburgh has enjoyed the repu- 
tation of being one of the most brilliant in Europe ; 
for in the reign of the late etopress Anne, the coun- 
tenance foreigners received, added much to its 
splendid appearance. The Russians are still fond 
of rich clothes. 

By the admiralty^ where ships of war are bujlt, 
is a magnificent palace, situated on the south bank 
of the Neva, near the centre of the city, and in the 
eastern part, is the summer palace and gardens^ 
which abound in fine statues and delightful walks, 
yet being a dead flat it can produce but little va- 
riety. Near it is the theatre, where Italian operas 
and French comedies are acted, at the empress's 
expence, to which foreigners, who make any ap- 
pearance, are admitted. Masquerades^ balls and 
concerts^ are also frequent at court 
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Elizabeth Petrowna, the daughter of Peter the 
Great, by the empress Catherine^ is one of the most 
accomplished ladies of her rank, nor was her per- 
son less amiable ; but time, which wears off the 
charms of youth, has rendered her corpulent ; yet 
she is very active, dances, hunts, and rides on 
horseback : she seems to delight chiefly in select 
companies, at the houses of her favourites. 

This empress wears the order of St. Andrew, 
v^hich is a blue ribbon: the number of knights of 
this order are near sixty; but it is not confined. 
The order of St. Alexander is inferior to this, and 
consists of thirty-six knights, who wear a red rib- 
bon: there is also an orflfer of St. Anne of Holstein, 
which is distinguished by red striped with yellow ; 
and another of St. Catharine, which is red with a 
silver edge, and is intended only for women. 

Petersburgh was founded by Peter the Great, in 
the beginning of the present century, and may 
now' be considered as the modern polite metropolis. 
Though it was so lately a morass, it is now an ele- 
gant and superb city, very healthy, and abounding 
in all the necessaries, and many of the superfluities 
of life. It is ranged on both sides of the Neva, ex- 
tending near two English miles from east to west. 
At the upper end of the north side is the citadel^ 
which is more famous for the number of lives it 
cost in building, than for its strength : it contains a 
stately church, in which are deposited the remains 
of its founder, Peter the Great, and his empress 
Catherine; and it is also a prison for offenders 
against the state. The city has neither w^Us nor 
gates ; but the marshy land near it, to the north 
and south, and the Gulf of Finland to the east, ren- 
der it difficult of approach for an army. As Peter 
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the Great took Amsterdam for his models it is divi- 
ded by several canals; but from the reluctance 
vrith which it was originally begun by his subjects, 
and from errors in the plan, a part of it still remains 
unexecuted, and in others the houses are too near 
the canal; but there are some regular, broad, aad 
well built streets, and several very noble edifices. 
The empress's fondness for building has contribu- 
ted to the beauty of the city ; for besides the two 
royal palaces already mentioned, she has built a 
noble one, said to be intended for the great duke. 
There is also a nunnery lately erected; and at 
Czarscho-Zelo, about fifteen English miles distant, 
is another royal palace. These edifices are mostly 
of brick, plaistered over, so as to make an elegant 
appearance ; but the work is generally done in a 
hurry, and the materials are not very durable. An 
Italian architect being established in Russia, not- 
withstanding the difierence of the climate, the taste 
oi Italy is adopted in almost all their houses; and 
though the severity of the cold is so great, they 
abound much more in windows than our houses in 
England. The number of people in Petersburgh 
are computed at 250,000, including the garrison, 
which is numerous ; but in reckoning the subjects 
throughout the whole empire, it is laid down as a 
rule, that the hundred and seventy- fifth male raises 
an army of near 50,000 men; and, consequently^ 
supposing an equal number of females, the whole 
msj be reckoned 17,500,000; but the tributary 
Tartars, the Russian Ukraine, and the conquered 
provinces, are not included in this account. The 
revenues of the Russian empire, which were for- 
merly only five millions, are now increased to fif- 
teen miUions of rubles^ or three millions sterling. 



INTO PERSIA. 877 

and are yet unproveable, without distressing the 
subject. 

As to the climate of Russia, it differs extremely 
in the several parts of it included in Europe, and 
still more in their Asiatic dominions. At Peters- 
burgh, February generally brings with it a bright 
sun and a clear sky, every object seems to glitter 
with gems, and the nerves become braced by the 
cold. There is then no small amusement in riding 
in sledges upon the snow, to those who, from the 
length of the winter, have forgot the much supe^ 
rior pleasure which nature presents, when clothed 
in all her verdure. 

March is frequently attended with showers^ 
which, with the heat of the sun, penetrate the ice : 
this is generally three-quarters of a yard thick on 
the Neva, and in some great rivers to the north- 
east much thicker. This renders it like a honey-* 
comb, and about the end of that month it usually 
breaks up. 

The month of April is frequently very warm ; 
summer seems to precede the spring; for it is some-^ 
times the first of June before any considerable 
verdure appears, and then the intense heat brings 
it on so fast, that the eye can discover its progress 
from day to day. Till the middle of July it seems 
to be one continued day, the sun not entirely dis^ 
appearing above two hours in the twenty -four; 
but the delight which this season naturally aflfords^ 
is considerably abated by the extreme heat of the 
weather ; however, a week seldom passes without 
the air being refreshed by southerly and westerly 
winds, which often bring gentle showers. Some- 
times they experience a delightful autumn .to the 
end of September; but this rarely happens ^ Au-* 
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^8t closes the scene, so that there are hardly above 
three months of summer. 

September generally brings rain and frost ; the 
severity of both is increased in October, and in 
November the Neva is always frozen. Then comes 
on the season for the easy and speedy conveyance 
on the snow, which brings fresh provisions to mar- 
ket a thousand English miles by land, and the beef 
of Archangel is often eaten at Petersburgh, In 
December and January the cold is so very intense, 
that the poor, who are overtaken by liquor, or ex- 
posed to the air in open places, are frequently frozen 
to death. But the abundance of birch and alders 
with which the Russians are supplied, and the com- 
modiomness of their stoves, enable them to intro- 
duce any degree of heat into their houses. 

The Russians are for the most part of a middle 
stature, though many of them are tall and comely. 
The common people are fond of their ancient cus- 
toms, and though the majority of them submit to 
modern improvements, many choose to suffer great 
inconveniences, and to pay additional taxes, rather 
than cut off their beards, and conform to some re- 
gulations with respect to religion. Women, in ge- 
neral, are not so amiable in Russia as in many other 
countries : indeed they daub themselves so much 
with paint, as to conceal the graces which nature 
may be presumed to have bestowed on them ; for 
they generally profess, that if they have sufficient 
plumpness, they can procure themselves beauty. 

The common people are clothed with long coats 
made of dressed sheep-skin, with the wool towards 
their bodies : their legs and feet are swaddled with 
a coarse cloth, secured by a cord of reeds, and their 
sandals are of the same materials. Their caps are 
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lined with, for, and cover the ear« and neck, as 
well as the head: they wear sashes round their 
waist, and double gloves, one of woollen and the 
other of leather, which take in the hand without 
any distinction, except the thumb, and these are 
an essential part of their clothing. However, people 
of any rank generally dress as we do in England, 
except wearing a full great coat, lined with fur, 
with a deep quilted or fur-lined cap, when they go 
abroad. The women of the lower class, besides their 
petticoats, wear sheep- skins like the men; but those 
who move in a higher sphere, wear flowered silk 
cloaks, lined with furs, of which the most common 
sort is white hares. Ladies of great distinction have 
them lined with rich furs, and almost constantly 
wear them. 



CHAP. VH. 

Mr. Hanway leaves Petersburgh. A description of Cronstadt^ 
ReTel and Dantzic. His traTels through Pomerania to Berlin, 
i¥hich is described. A description of Wirtemberg, and Dres. 
den. Of the porcelain manufacture at Meissen, and of the 
hunting palace of St. Hubertsbnrg. 

ON the 9th of July, 1750, Mr. Hanway left 
Fetersburgh, and travelling along the banks of the 
Neva, came to the palace of Strelna Musa, which 
is about twenty wersts from Petersburgh. It is situ- 
ated on an eminence, and commands an extensive 
view of the Gulf of Finland. It was intended to be 
a more grand and elegant building than Peterhofl^ 
and the gardens were laid out in a fine taste; but the 
death of Peter the Great, together with the badness 
of the foundation, put a stop to the prosecution of 
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the design. The present empress has caused many 
of her courtiers to build country-houses on the 
south of the road between this palace and that (^ 
Peterhoff ; most of these are built of wood, and 
little expence is bestowed on the gardens. 

Peter the Great left Peterhoff a mean building; 
but it has been greatly enlarged and beautified by 
the present empress. The water works are compared 
to those of Versailles, with this difference in their 
favour, that the waters of Peterhoff are more 
sweet. This palace is situated on an eminence, on 
the south side of the Gulf of Finland, of which it 
commands an extensive prospect, as well as of the 
island of Cronstadt. The forest of masts, that appears 
from the basons of that island during the summer- 
season, gives the idea of a flourishing commerce ; 
but the gardens of Peterhoff, though they afford a 
great variety of scenes, yet lying mostly on a dead 
flat, and being of sand, they fall incomparably 
short of those belonginging to the seats of many 
noblemen in England. 

Mr. Hanway, passing the gulf, arrived at Cron- 
stadt, where he had an opportunity of examiningi 
the dry dock contrived by Peter the Great, which 
is one of the greatest curiosities in the world of its 
kind. It extends about seven thousand fathoms, is 
sixty feet broad at the bottom, eighty feet at the 
top, and is forty feet deep, having flood-gates in 
different parts. It is intended to receive fourteen 
^ips of the line of battle. There is a grand reser- 
voir, which was almost eighteen feet lower than 
the docks, and is, consequently, near sixty feet 
deep: it is about six hundred long, and three 
hundred broad. The island of Cronstadt is near fif- 
teen miles in circumference; but very barren: 



INTO PERSIA. 281 

the town is supposed to have near 25^000 inha- 
bitants. 

On the 15th, Mr. Hanway embarked in a small 
yacht belonging to Dantzic, and on the 18th landed 
at Revel, when he was conducted to the com- 
mander of the port, of whom it was necessary to 
ask permission to enter the town. This place is the 
capital of Estonia, and is fifty leagues distant from 
Petersburg!! ; it submitted to Peter the Great in 
1710, and is only taxed with the support of a gar- 
rison of five thousand soldiers, with quarters, and 
three thousand seamen with not only quarters, but 
fire and candle. Within the walls are about six 
hundred houses, containing near eight thousand 
souls, and the suburbs are large and well inhabited. 
The people seem to be formal and reserved; but 
are extremely industrious, and live in such secu- 
rity, that they might sleep with their doors open. 
The houses, which are of the most durable mate- 
rials, seem all prepared for the reception of mer- 
chandize. The country abounds in corn, of which 
they have generally great magazines. This was for- 
merly a free town, and one of the greatest ports in 
the Baltic, Narva being its only competitor. 

Great part of the city stands upon^an eminence, 
and is defended by out- works, a moat, and a wall 
about six feet thick, and forty in height. The 
streets*are neither broad nor regular, but the houses 
are lofty, and have steep roofs to carry off the snow. 
The town-house is an ancient building, and con- 
tains nothing remarkable, but some fine paintings, 
which are in great esteem. Here are four Lutheran 
churches for the citizens, and one for the peasants 
of the adjoining country ; also two Greek churcbeg 
for the use of the Russians. 

VOL. vn. S 9 
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On the 19th Mr. Hanway re-embarked, and the 
next day reached the height of Gothland, an island 
about seventy miles long, and twenty broad in the 
middle, diminishing at each end almost to a point. 
It belongs to the Swedes^ and has eighteen towns 
lind villages; but though it was formerly very 
rich, it has been so often plundered in time of war, 
that the inhabitants are not in the most flourishing 
situation. 

On the 24th in the morning, our author entered 
the Vistula, which has two branches up to the 
Dantzic, the deepest of which is formed into a ca* 
nal. This city is about three English miles in cir* 
cumference, and well fortified. The houses are ge- 
nerally five stories high, which make the streets 
appear the narrower, especially as the entrance into 
the houses is by four or five stone steps, and a bal- 
cony, both which make a projection ten or twelve 
feet : they are kept clean, after the manner of the 
Dutch, though with less nicety. Many of the 
streets are planted with wild chesnut-trees, which 
afford an agreeable shelter; but the inhabitants 
are more agreeable than their houses or trees. The 
women resemble the English in their stature, conn* 
tenance and air; but the bad ones make a market 
of their beauty in the neighbouring countries, where 
they are remarkably eminent in a profession that is 
apt to convert beauty into deformity, and health 
into disease. The women of distinction aiSect the 
manners of the Poles, and the most respectable 
way of saluting a lady is to kiss her hand, if 
one does not choose to stoop so low as the hem of 
her petticoat, as is commonly practised by the 
Poles. 

The most considerable bAnch of the trade of 
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Bantzic is that of corn; they also export bees'- 
vax, narrow linens, sacking, pot-ash, pearl-ash, 
pipe-staves and oak plank. 

Mr. Hanway having spent a week very agreeably 
at Dantzic, took leave of his friends, and passed 
through a small tract of Polish Prussia, where the 
inhabitants are miserably poor. 

At Dunemorse, which is five German miles* from 
Dantzic, he entered Prussian Pomerania, where the 
face of things began to change much for the bet- 
ter. He then proceeded to Stolpe, a small city, 
surrounded with com and meadow-lands, where 
the inhabitants seem to wear their chains with great 
chearfulness. The common people haye a smatter^ 
ing of the French language. On entering and de- 
parting, he was examined from whence he came, 
and where he was travelling: this is practised on 
all travellers, in every town throughout the Prus- 
sian dominions, and, being performed in a very re- 
gular manner, it serves to preserve the idea of 
watchfulness and military discipline. 

He proceeded three German miles to Schlave^ 
over an open pleasant country of arable lands, pret- 
ty well inhabited, though the soil is sandy. He 
from tlience went to Coeslin, which had, some 
years before, been burnt down, but is rebuilt, with 
regularity and elegance, though with great parsi-> 
mony, which the circumstances of the inhabitants 
Tendered absolutely necessary. In the market-place 
is a storne statue of the late king of Prussia. He 
then proceeded to Stargard, the metropolis of Prus- 
sian Pomerania, where is a cathedral church of great 
antiquity, and three reformed churches, in one of 

* A German mile is in some places fonr, and in others fife 
English miles. 
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•which the service was performed in French. At 
three miles distance is a town called Pyritz, which 
is surrounded by an ancient fortification/ and has a 
very large church built with brick. 

He next arrived at Koeninsburg^ a small town 
on the Oder, and from thence travelled three miles 
to Angermund, passing over the Oder on a bridge 
of timber. On the north bank is a fine palace and 
garden belonging to the margrave of Schwedt, with 
a very neat town of the same name adjacent. The 
avenue to th^ bridge and town is thrown up be- 
tween meadow lands; it is planted on each side 
with willows, as the other side of the town is with 
wild chesnuts, which intercept the view of the com . 
and tobacco fields. Near this place Mr. Hanway 
saw the bodies of two malefactors, who had been 
broken upon the wheel ; and near every town i 
gallows is erected on an eminence, though the good 
government of this country renders executions very 
rare. 

The palace of the margrave makes a striking 
figure, as it is the only object that has the appear- 
ance of grandeur or state, on the road quite from 
Dantzic. The men of family and fortune in this 
country all flock to court ; and agriculture, from 
which they derive their support, receives no im- 
provement from their personal attendance. 

From hence he proceeded to Berlin, and the 
nearer he approached to that city, the more Jie 
found the face of things to improve ; but here are 
no inclosures to beautify the prospect, nor richness 
of soil to exhibit that perpetual verdure which 
England enjoys. From Dantzic to Berne is fifty- 
seven German miles, which are computed to be 
equal to two hundred and fifty English miles. The 
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entrance into Berlin is airy and elegant; the streets 
are regular and clean, and the houses uniform. In 
going towards the palace on the Pont-Neuf, or 
New-Bridge, which is of stone, over the Spree, is 
an equestrian statue of William the Great, which 
Is esteemed a piece of exquisite workmanship: it 
was erected by Frederic I. king of Prussia, who 
also built the palace, which is very magnificent. 

This city was full of busy, pleasant countenances^ 
and there were several persons at the court famous 
in the literary world. -The first object that strikes 
a stranger is the king's palace, called the castle : 
but one side of the interior squai'e of this building 
is no w^ys equal to the rest, it being the old apart- 
ment once inhabited by the present king's grand- 
father, and has not yet been rebuilt. The walls of 
the grand front are seven or eight feet thick, which 
makes the rooms dark. 

Here are the pictures of Charles V. and his em- 
press, the frames of which are of silver, each weigh- 
ing six centners, or six hundred and sixty pounds; 
and there is a grand crown lustre of seventeen cent- 
ners. There are also pieces of three, four or five, 
centners, and a grand music gallery, finely orna- 
mented, all of silver : one end of a large apartment, 
for about twenty feet high, and as many broad, is 
Tichly furnished with gilt plate : all this is merely 
parade, the court having other services of plate 
for use. 

The king's particular apartments are elegant, but 
have nothing extraordinary; the prevailing taste 
is white stucco and gilding. Several of the private 
apartments have tables, with pens, ink, and loose 
papers, which indicate the hurry and dispatch of 
business, more than the regularity and elegance one 
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naturally expects to find in a royal palace. The 
hall has several good paintings, and the grand 
•aloon is adorned with fonr pieces of tapestry, re- 
presenting our Saviour driving out the money- 
changers, his washing the disciples feet, the mira- 
culous draught of fishes, and his last supper. The 
throne in the audience chamber is of velvet, em- 
broidered with gold in a grand taste, but not loaded 
with ornaments. There is nothing extraordinary 
in the old quarter of the palace, except a bed of 
crimson velvet, which has above two hundred cy- 
phers, with electoral crowns, all set with pearls, 
and the chairs in this room are in the same taste. 
It is usual for persons of the blood-royal to lie in 
this bed on the first night of their marriage. 

The arsenal forms one side of the palace,^ and is 
said to b6 well furnished with arms; but as the 
visiting it is attended with some disagreeable cere- 
monies, our author declined it. This is a very ele- 
gant structure, but has rather too great a profusion 
of ornaments; these are, however, extremely well 
adapted to the nature of the building: but of this 
noble edifice the reader may form a more perfect 
idea from the plate we have here given. 

From the palace he went to the library, which 
vonld be a mean apartment for a common school. 
But all who appear like gentlemen, have the liberty 
of reading here from ten in the morning till two in 
the afternoon. Here are five hundred bibles of dif- 
ferent languages and editions, and one kept as a 
kind of relic, said to be that which Charles I., king 
of England, used when he was beheaded. It was 
presented by Dr. Juxon to the elector of Branden- 
burg. Here is also the koran in manuscript in a smalt 
octagon ; the character is so minute, and the paper so 
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tliin, as to be only one inch and a half in bulk: there 
are likewise several manuscripts on religion, morals, 
and politics, said to be wrote by cardinal Mazarin. 

The opera-house is an elegant modern edifice; 
the scenes are splendid, and in an exquisite taste. It 
has three galleries, and will contain about two thou- 
sand persons. The columns that support the roof are 
calculated to throw the whole into a grand saloon, 
but are apt to obstruct the movement of the scenes. 
The orchestra consists of about fifty musicians, who 
are paid a very moderate price for their labour. 
This amusement is entirely supported at the king's 
expence, and rendered in some degree subservient 
to the ends of government. In the upper- galleries, 
on each side of the stage, six trumpeters are seated, 
who salute the queen-consort when she enters the 
house or retires; but the king forbids this salutation 
to his own person. 

Mon Bijou was the residence of the queen- mother, 
who was sister to George I., king of Great Britain. 
This is a small but elegant palace. Here is a pretty 
gallery of blue and white porcelain, and in another 
apartment there are several rich pieces of Saxon 
porcelain. The gardens are small, and proportioned 
to the size of the building. 

The city of Berlin has a regular fortification 
thought it is not very formidable. Strangers remark, 
that Berlin is a little Paris, the French language 
foei^ generally as well understood as the German. 
The city abounds in elegant structures and regular 
streets; it is near one third as large as London, but 
does not contain more than an eighth part of the 
inhabitants : whence it is obvious why grass is found 
growing' in the principal streets. The people here 
Biake woollen cloth sufficient for the army, and great 
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pslrt of their home consumption. They are supplied 
with linen from Silesia. Many thousand French ma* 
nufacturers having found protection in this country, 
gold and silver lace, and virrought silks, are hardly 
to be bought in any other place so cheap. It was 
with surprise Mr. Han way learned, that the environs 
of Berlin produced four hundred pounds weight of 
raw silk. 

Before Mr. Han way took his final leave of Berlin, 
his curiosity carried him to the palace of Chariot- 
tenburg, which is about a German mile distant from 
that city. There is a range of about ten apartments 
well disposed, adorned with white^ stucco and gild- 
ing. The ball room is worthy of the king, who is 
said to have designed it. It has ten windows on 
each side, and besides the stucco and gilding, which 
are here richer than in the other rooms, it is adorned 
with busts, statues, and large pier-glasses. The 
gardens are laid out with taste, and the statues well 
disposed. 

Potsdam is agreeably situated oji a branch of the 
Spree; it is of a considerable extent, and the build- 
ings neat and regular; but it seems to be entirely 
occupied by soldiers. The palace, which has not 
been long built, is small but elegant, particularly 
the king's writing-chamber and study : the last is 
partitioned off by balustrades of silver. The frames 
of the looking-glasses, and embellishments of the 
tables, are also of the same metal. The officers dine 
every day in a large apartment at the king's ex- 
pence. The throne in the audience-chamber is 
richly eml>roidered with the arms of the house of 
Brandenburg, supported by two Herculeses. In one 
of the apartments are curious figures in copper, re- 
presenting a Chinese man sitting, and a woman of 



the same country h^^d^f tn mnbi^ella ^tf Hn* 
Thepe figiurea, which are richljr giU, rt»»4 in ap 
oval niche laid with marble, w,d fwm a ^ry con- 
venient etove. In the garden? ace xoany large an4 
elegaut ^tatnes^ parti^larly a Neptune and Ampbi- 
trite seated in a sea-car, in a large hasai9# oppo«^fe 
.the east front of the palace. The 8tal:^es, \vhich 
^are cootiguons, are furni&hed with good SUigliah 
hun|;ers. 

Im Potsdam are quartered the king's guards, wKo 
Ate 9jb9\it two thousand men. oi great staAure and 
comeliness, well clothed, and distinguished byisilverr 
Jaced hats and black coakad^es. The Prussian sol- 
diers in general are remstrkaUe for l^e shortness of 
their coats, which at first view seema to procised 
from a ridiculous frugality, but is mo^t plainly 
calculated for wise ends. Their clothes sit exr 
tremely close to their bodies, and ace strengthened 
M the dibows with leather, in the form of a hotrtj 
which prevents the neoesaity of patching an ol4 
garment. A Prussian soldier is never jeen in rags; 
but all appear as gentlemen, with respect to thi^ 
cleanliness of their i)ersons. The king's ^narib9i 
fmd some other regiments, Jhaie new clothe^ evei^ 
year; but, in general, the army hasjuew regimeur 
tals only twice in three years. 

As Sans S<mci, or Without Care, is in &e neighr 
bonrhood of Potsdam, Mr. JIanway indulged his 
curiosity in going to see that retteat, before he took 
his leave of the electorate of Brandenburg. X^ 
building seems intended as a summer-house and 
library to the palace of Potjsdam, from which it is 
about an English mile distant. It is situated upoA 
an eminence, and commands a fine view of the tow9^ 
and a small b^nch of the Spree, which runs by tbfi 
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side of the gardens. The apartments are mostly oft 
the ground-floor, and are elegantly finished. From 
the house to the lower part <tf the garden is a descent 
of about a hundred and twenty yards, by six seyeri^l 
ranges of stone steps, and as many terraces, the 
^ides df which ate aU planted with vines; these are 
coveted with glass, to shelter them from the cold, 
and standing full to the south and south*east sun, 
the fruit is well ripened. The garden below has 
Several fine statues, particularly a Venus drawing a 
net, and a Diana with game, the pedestals of which 
are finely adorned with relievo. This garden is not 
half an English mile in length, and the east end of 
it is terminated by an Eg3rptian pyramid, embellished 
with hieroglyphics^ The garden, however, has but 
little turf, and no gravel, and the sandy walks rob 
it of half its beauty4 

On the ^d of August Mr. Hanway proceeded 
through woods and sandy plains to Britzen, which 
is the Prussian frontier. He then entered the elec- 
torate of Saxony, where the beauty of the verdure, 
and the richness of the soil, intermixed with groves, 
and covered With herds of cattle, gave an idea of 
plenty, superior to what is found in Brandenburg; 
yet the economy and happiness of the Prussians com- 
pensate so greatly for this inequality, that many ^ 
the Saxons have taken refuge in Brandenburg; 
and, for the sake of the government, choose the 
sandy soil of that country. Hence the towns, built 
by the king of Prussia on his own frontiers, are 
almost entirely peopled by Saxons. 

Mr. Hanway at length arrived at Wittenburg, a 
fbrtified town situated near the Elbe, famous for the 
manufacture of coarse cloth: the wool in this country 
ts remarkably good. Cloths are sent hither from all 
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parts to be dyed; and the blues and green?, com- 
aionly called Saxon, are best dyed here* In this 
place is an academy, which contains about' seven, 
hundred students; and the Sokoloff church, a build-, 
ing of about three hundred years standing, where 
Martin Luther first preached the doctrine that 
occasioned his leaving the Romish religion. In this 
church that great reformer is also interred ; but has 
no other monument than a brass plate with an in- 
scription, except his original portrait at length, 
painted on wood, and well preserved since the year 
1540. The people here have a strong tincture^ 
of superstition; amoi^ other instances of which, 
the credulous say, that the devil visited l^uther in 
the library which now belongs to the academy, but 
that the reformer was so unpolite as to throw his 
ink-stand at him. 

In passing through this electorate Mr. Hanway 
observed, th^it the richness of the soil did not seem 
to diminish the poveirty of the inhabitants. The 
country about Grossehagen abounds wijbh large storks 
with black tails, and wings tipped with the sani^ 
colour. On the 35th he passed by Molsberg, a hnnt* 
ing-palace belonging tp the kipg of Poland, elector 
of Saxony, situated on an eminence near the village 
of Isingberg, abou^ eight English miles from Dres- 
den. The avenue wh^h leads to it is very long^ 
and planted on each side with wild chesnut-triees : 
it has a good garden, and is encompassed with woods^ 
where the elector take# such delight in hunting tlip 
wild-boar, that he sometimes r(smains there three 
months together. Hunting, indeed, is the favourite 
diversion of the Saxon court; but by this diversion 
the industrious inhabitants are more distressed thiin 
the brutes^ Abpye 30^000 head of deer are said to 
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nngt ih the iip^n lands and tot^ette; ^^ Ik&agh 
Ihey break into fh6 corn-fieldft of fh^ farmebr, ttS 
i^te not kill otie, undefr the pehalty of hAng t6a* 
demned to the galley. These, With the wild-boats, 
4re so ^reat a miisaiice, tHtft the Saiotas wotlld 
^adly compotiild to SHppbH; k b6Ay of 8,000 soldtera 
£±irabTdihary, on conditioii of havings these ^mak 
deduced to half their present diitober. In efSty 
to'wn of any note, fifty of the inhafUtants heej^ watch, 
five every n?ght, by rdtaition, With bells tofrightett 
ttie deer, and defend th^ir tdrh tioin thesfe detour^ 
Hig eneml^. 

The peasants of this coiflrtry cany provisions a 
^eat distance td niarket on wheel- b^rows, which 
are well dMpthi for that jnirpose, both in height 
itid other dimeitsions. The wheel is boufid wldi 
iron, and is both larger and lighter than those Used 
in England. 

Dre^dfen, the metropdiis of this elcctdrate, i§ 
Atuated in the mids^ of a |>lain, surrounded by lofty 
Bills about two leagtifes distant, the nearest of which 
are converts into vineyards. The city stands on 
both sides the Elbe, which are joined by a stone 
bridge five hundred ind forty feet lon^, iWid thirty- 
8ix broad, containing eighteen arches : but the pas- 
aage over it being horizontal, takes off ftom that 
grand effect which a curve produces in those struc- 
tures. Upon it is a brazen crucifix of curious wof*k- 
manship. In this city are Several squares, and Idfty 
fitone buildings six or seven stories high, which 
inake an elegant appearance, but are inferior in 
beauty to those of Berlin; besides, many o£ the 
Streets are narrow. Near the entrance of the nfew 
iity is an equestrian statue of king Augustus II., 
toected on a lofty pedestal, «aid to be s^ade by a 
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Mfiittiofi smidi, and as mch may be admired, tlicmgk 
it has many capital defects, particulafly in the 
korse^s head* * 

The trade of Dresden is t^ ineoiisklerable; the 
most important article is the silver brois^ht in tngota 
every fifteen days from the raiiies near Fridbarg, to 
the amoimt of about 20,000 dollars, or £ii,bO0. 
This silver is immediately coined into florins of stx<^ 
teen groseh, which, with respect to the cnrrent 
iMney of bsits^ driers, &c. is worth soiren per cent. 
advance ; and is, therefore, so speedily conveyed ialo 
the neighbonrin^ territories, to be coined again, 
that it is next to imposeible to obtain change in thit 
moAey fw a single loms-d'or in the ordinary com-^ 
merce of the peoples ^ 

Amo^g the other calamitiea under which thia 
country labours, the jealowry arising from reUgion 
is none of the least. The established Lutheran clergy 
oppress the Calvitxists, who are obliged to have not 
only all their marriages s»d burials, but even ittdst 
christenings performed by Lutiieraw; while both 
think themselves extremely injured by tiie covnte^ 
nance given at court to the Roman Cktholies; and 
they think it a gross absmrdity fakr a pi otestont 
people td be governed by a Eondsh jMinao: fisr, 
aceording to the established CMsMtiilion of fliaxony, 
the Roman Catholics cannot have a church 19 
Dresden. ^ 

Mr.Hanway visited the Gnme-Oewolbe,. a part 
a£ the royal palace consisting of several rooms filled 
with curiosities collected at an immense expence. 

The fint chamber contains a hundred small but 
€uriotts stataes, the greatest part in brass, partieu^ 
larly an equestrian statue of Augustus II., king 
lof VolmA, Frederii(^ WiUium the Grmt> after the 
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fomoas slatue in Berlin, Lewis XIY.^ Mercuriui,^ 
eentaurs, &c. 

The second chamber contains a variety of figure* 
in ivory, and among others one of Abraham offer- 
ing up his son Isaac, with the angel descending, all- 
of exquisite wcnrkmanship; a fine cipucifix, and a 
ship completely rigged, the ropes represented with 
gold wire. 

The third contains a variety of figures in nlver, 
particularly a large fountain and fouc vases of 
great size. 

The fourth contains vessels of pure gold and silver 
gilt. The pannels of the room are of looking-glass. 

The fifth is a spacious room, in which are many 
precious. stones wrought with great art; a cup of 
lapis-nephriticus; a statue of Charles II. of England; 
a ball of crystal six inches in diameter, without ble- 
mish ; a large goblet set round with the most curious, 
mud costly antiques; several fine tables of mosaic ;« 
tiie angel Michael vanquishing the devil, admirably i 
performed in wood, and cost in England, where it^ 
was made, j^2,500, with a multitude of cups, crystals, 
mother-of-pearl, &c. 

The sixth chamber is of precious stones, with a 
great variety of pearls, set in a multiplicity of forms ; 
as the royal crown, sceptres, balls, &c. of the king 
and queen, which are of false stones, the precious; 
ones being taken out, and deposited in the next 
chamber; his present majesty of Poland curiously 
cut in onyx ; a fine piece, made of precious stones, 
representing Jonas thrown into the sea. 
y The seventh and eighth chambers, containing 

jewels of immense value, are surrounded with glassr 
cases. Besides the jewels of the regaUa, and several 
dozen of coat and waistcoat diamond buttops, tliere 
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is a brilliant a^ large as a moderate sized walnut, a 
green brilliant aboye an inch long; an oynx of seven 
inches, valued at 70,000 crowns ; a gold cup repre- 
senting Diana in a bath ; but the greatest curiosity 
is, an exact representation of the throne of the Great 
Mogul, in silver figures, enamelled in colours, and 
ddorned with precious stones. There is a view of 
potentates bringing presents, and falling prostrate 
at the throne, with elephants, servants, soldiers, and 
attendants. 

Mr. Hanway haying gratified his curiosity by the 
sight of this expensive collection, went to take a 
view of the Kunstkammer, or Cabinet of Curiosities. 

The first chamber contains a collection of prints 
from the commencement of the art of engraving to 
the present time. 

The second is the mineral-gallery, in which are 
earths of difierent countries, and ores of every de- 
nomination. 

The third contains petrifactions, particularly of 
wood, animals, &c. In the fourth chamber, which 
is a very large one, are difierent kinds of wood and 
vegetables; in particular there is a cabinet with 
thre^ hundred and fifty squares, as big as the palm 
of a large hand, of so many difierent kinds of wood. 
In this apartment are also the pictures of a man and 
hirwife, who lived near Tameswar; the man was 
185 years of age, and his wife 172. 

In the first chamber is a small cabinet of skele- 
tons, and other anatomical curiosities. The sixth 
contains the skins of a variety of animals stufied^ 
The seventh has the skins o£ fishes stufied. The 
eighth has a great quantity of difierent kinds of 
shells. In the ninth is a cabinet, of about six feet 
high, and four broad, every drawer of which has 
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fome natural curiosity in ^mber. In tke tenth is a 
grotio, with springs of w^ter* In the eleventh are 
many curiosities in coral. The twelfth containt the 
skeletons of lions, bears, &c. of a prodigious size; 
Hand the stuffed skins of some extraordinary beasts, 
iparticidarly a horse, whose mane is said to be three 
j^ls and a half long, and his tail twelve and a half* 
Mr. Hanway did not measure either, byt was satisr 
jBed with tlie greatness of the curiosity^ froin the 
apparent length of them. ' 

Erom these apartments Mr; Kanway was eon- 
jduistad tP another at some distance, to see a model 
.of Scdomon's temple, ^ut in cedar, as described ip 
^e Old Testament* wMh all its furpitore. This 
fdece co^ 1^,000 crowns 

Our author next took a view of the gallery of 
pictures, which is one of the finest in the woiid ; 
part of the collection consists of a hundred capital 
pieces, which are said to be all originals, and to 
liave cost half a million of crowns. The whole col- 
lection consiits of abave two thousand pieces;, th^ 
jeapital workd of Raphael, Rubens, Corregio, an4 
nil the great mastery. They are valued at between 
two and three miUions of crowns, oY* near jf 500,0Q(k 

Mr- Hanway next visited the Chinese palace, so 
ealled from the tas^e qf the building, and the fur^ 
niture. It stands on the Igllbe, and commands a view 
of the bridge, arid the Romish chapel. The QXtiar 
ments of the ar^hite^ature, and the relievo of the 
^ontispiece, are in tiie Chinese tas^ ; but this if 
frr frcw being an elegant structure. It has fourteen 
JTOomSa in which are a great number of leopard^ 
wolves, bewTS, monkeys, squirrels, &c., some as hi^ 
fir the life, with elephants and rhinoceroses of the 
»9e 4^ a dqg; a prp^igilHis qnautity Qf birds anil 
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fbwl^ with a curious collection of ditferetit dowers, 
all of I>reiKlen porcelain. The apostles, near three 
feet high, are in white porcelain. There is 1 tepf et 
sentation of the cracifixion, four or five feet high, 
with many other curious pieces. A clock is pre^ 
paring for the gallery in this palace^ the bells 
whereof are of China, but the hammers must be of 
wood. But what is most wonderful ; here are forty"* 
eight China vases, which appear to be of no use, 
moT anywise extraordinary, except for their gteat 
si«e; and yet the present elector's father was so 
charmed with them, that he purchased them of the 
late king of Prussia, at the price of a whoie regi« 
ment of dragoons. 

The king's gardens, though agreeable, wantth# 
natural beauties afibrded by an ine<}uality of ground. 
The palace situated in them i^ small; but the ap- 
proach to it is by a grand avenue, of a considerable 
length. A field for tournaments is in the front, and 
behind it is a fine piece of water. The gardens are 
an 1^ sides, and are adorned with a profusion of 
marble statues, many of them bigger than the life* 
They show the genius of tlie late king, who, being 
entirely devoted to his amours, left them to after 
ages as monuments of his lasciviousness. The oran* 
gery, which is in another part, of the town, has font 
hundred orange-trees, of a very large size, and 
tuany exotics, 

The palace of count Biruhl has been built at 
several times, and the apartments are elegant and 
richly fiimished. They are adorned with lustres of 
popcelan, in beautifol figures; the tables have a 
variety of tea e^ipages, and the figures of men 
and women, birds and beasts, <»f poroelain. The 
deawing^oom is panneHedwith looking-.^a8S, and 
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the cabinet furnished with enamels and crayons. The 
hoase^ and gardens belonging to it, are situated on 
the Elbe, near the bridge, and command a pleasant 
prospect. His library, which is in th^ garden, is 
two hundred and twenty feet long, and well fur* 
nished with books : but what is most striking is the 
gallery of pictures, which though it does not con- 
tain a fourth part so many as the royal gallery, is 
incomparably more magnificent. It is one hundred 
and fifty-six ells long, and the paintings are shown 
to great advantage, by being ranged only on one 
side, and fronted by lofty windows, that afibrded 
sufficient light to show the minutest beauties of 
this excellent collection. The pannels between the 
windows are of looking-glass, against which are 
placed statues and busts, that have a grand efiect. 
; It is pretended that there are 30,000 towns and 
villages in Saxony, of which sixty are to be seen 
from some eminences near Dresden. They also 
reckon that the whole electorate has four millions 
of people. The people are burdened with heavy 
taxes. 

' On the 30th of August Mr. Hanway left Dres- 
den, and travelled towards Meissen. He was de^ 
lighted with the rural beauties of the country; the 
corn-fields, gardens, meadow-lands and pasture, 
produced a charming effect : the banks of the Elbe 
were adorned with a great number jrf vineyards ; 
and the industry of the people made them form the 
steepest hills into a number of terraces, covered 
with yfiaei. On approaching Meissen the valley 
grows narrow, and part of the houses of the banks 
of the Elbe are built on rocks, which rise perpen- 
dicular from the river, and form a very agreeable 
ind romantic scene. The castle of Meissen^ in which 
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18 the porcelain manufactory, is situated on the 
ivestem bank of the Elbe, three German miles from 
Dresden, and is a large building, capable of some 
defence. Tliie secrecy with which this manufactory 
is conducted is remarkaUe, for there is no admit- 
tance into the works without an order from the 
governor of Dresden ; nor are the workmen ever 
seen without the gates; for they are all confined ^9 
prisoners, and subject to be arrested, if they go 
without the walls: for this reason a chapel, and 
everything necessary is provided within. The work- 
men amount to about seven hundred, most of whom 
have not above ten German crowns a month, and 
the highest wages are forty; so that the annual exr- 
pence is not estimated at above 80,000 crowns^ 

After passing the Elbe, Mr. Hanway entered a 
plain country, where the soil is rich and well cultl«- 
vated ; towns, woods, and pasture lands, are agree- 
ably intermixed, and unite to give an idea of riches 
and pleasure ; yet the inhabitants are poor, for the 
taxes fall heavy on the labonrers* 

Mr. Hanway at length arrived at St. Huberts- 
burg, another of the hunting palaces belonging to 
the king. The adjacent country is proper for the 
«port, and the king's dogs and horses are kept in 
Order by being exercised twice a week^ 

CHAP. vin. 

An account of Leipsic, and a succinct view of tbe little sore- 
reignties of Anhalt Koethen, Anhalt Dessau, Binburg, ant 
Zerbst; a description of the cities of Magdeburgh^ Vi^olfen. 
bttttel, and Brunswick; of the citj of Uanorer, and palace of 
Herenhausen. 

ON the Sist of August Mr. Hanway left St* 
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Hubertabdrg, and proceeding along ^ pretty good 
road, passed by several towns and Tillages to Leip- 
sic, one of the greatest towns in Germany, though 
it has no river of consequence near it. Magdeburg^ 
which is seated on the Elbe, is fourteen German 
miles and a half distant, and merchandise is brought 
from Hamburgh by that channel. Here are three 
fairs, viz, on New Year's-day, Easter, mid Michael- 
mas; but that of Easter is the most considerable. 
To these fairs resort the Poles» Hungarians, Bohe- 
mians, Prussians, people from all parts of Germany, 
the French, Italians, and even Russians, who all 
bring the produce of their respective countries. But 
what has distinguished Leipsic is, the liberty of con- 
scienoe granted to all people. Hence the inhabitants 
have been industrious in the cultivation of know- 
ledge and moral improvement; and here is an uni* 
▼ersity, which i^ still very considerable. The inha- 
bitants amount to about 40,000 within the gates^ 
und the suburbs are very populous. There are six 
churches for the Lutherans, theirs being the esta^ 
blished reli^idn, one for the Calvinists, and a chapel 
for the Roman Catholics, which is in the castle. 
The fortifications seem rather calculated for the use 
of the inhabitants to walk on, than for defbnce. The 
city is of small extent; but the houses are very 
}ofty, and have elegant fronts. The streets are clean, 
commodious, and agreeable, and there are two large 
squares, which are used as markets. 

On the 2d of September Mr. Hanway departed 
for Landsperg, where he re-entered the Prussian 
dominions, the passage from one sovereignty to 
another being, in these parts, very frequent; alid 
from thence proceeded to the city of Koethen, in 
the petty sovereig»1y ^ the prmc^ of Aahalt 
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Ji^crtlien. They have three ehurclies^ and tlie pris^ 
cipal raaQufactory of gold and silver-lace in all 
GermBny. The people of the little independent 
eoTerei^ti^s of Koethen^ Dessau, Binburg and 
Zerbst, in the opinion of the Saxons, live in the 
land of milk and honey. The security with which 
a person travels in this part of the world is very 
extraordinary: the people are sober, and the duties 
of morality and religion are taught not only by their 
pastors but by their parents ; whence thefts and rob- 
beries in time of peace are hardly known among tha 
Germans. 

On the 3d Mr. Hanway arrived at Magdeburg, 
ififhieh contains eight German Lutheran, and two 
Calvinist churches. The fortifications of this city 
are very remarkable, and famed all over Europe. li 
belongs to the king of Prussia, and is also famous 
for its great magazines of merchandise. These 
^oods are brought from Hamburgh on the Elbe, in 
flat-bottomed boats, and from hence sent by land 
to Leipsic, and other parts. 

Mr. Hanway was yet in the Prussian dominions^ 
when his postilion attempting to pass by a particur 
lar way, to avoid paying the duty demanded on the 
road, an officer, posted at an avemie to prevent this 
practice, rode up^ stopped his chariot, and seis&ed 
one of the horses as a trespass : nor would he desisl^ 
till our author alightii^ with a pistol in his hand^ 
let him know, that whatever fault the postilion had 
eomautted, it could not possibly reach him, as he 
1^ paid for the horses, according to the laws, and 
was travelling under the protection of those lAWSf 
and therefore if he would detain him, he would re?* 
sist him as a robber: upon which the officer thougbl 
wope): to 1ft hip |>asSp The German pQstilic^fS 
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wear the liveries of the coantries to which they be- 
long; in Brandenburg they are blue, in Saxony, 
yellow. They use small French horns, and some of 
them play in no disagreeable manner, but the ma- 
jority make a shocking noise. 

He next came to Helmstet, which belongs to the 
duke of Brunswick, and is surrounded with an old 
fortification. From thence he departed for Wolfen- 
buttel, which is four long German miles farther: 
the road is good, but the country hiUy, and the 
valleys abound in cattle. The inhabitants have 
the appearance of great health and easy circum- 
ftances. 

Mr. Hanway arrived at Wolfenbuttel after the 
gates were shut, but procured admission. The for- 
tifications are neat and regular, but not calculated 
for an extraordinary defence. The houses are low, 
but the streets clean. The next day he travelled 
along a pleasant road to Brunswick, the walls oi 
which are lofty. Here are several churches : one 
of them is a very ancient Gothic structure; the ceil- 
ing is ornamented with twenty large paintings, 
representing the prophets of the Old Testament in 
the clouds of heaven, which give the edifice a very 
solemn air. The high altar is of marble, adorned 
with the statues of the four evangelists, and sup- 
ported below by Moses and Aaron. 

The palace of Saltzdahlen is situated above a 
German mile from Brunswick, in a very mean vil- 
lage ; but is worthy of being seen. The greatest 
part of the edifice is of timber, and the rooms are 
mostly lined with painted cloth, which gives them 
an air of grandeur at a small expence. The garden 
is in no bad taste ; but the statues are very mean. 
The gallery of pictures is a noble apartment^ and 
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contains, many capital pieces done by the greatest 
masters. 

The duchy of Bronswick carries on a trade of 
some consequence with Bohemia. The country 
abounds in hops, that are esteemed the best in Gler-r 
many; and has also great jdenty of teirnips^ of the 
seed of which they make good oil. 

On Mr. Hanway's approaching the city of Han* 
over, it appeared at the distance of a long German 
mile, as if it stood in the midst of a wood. 

Hanover is, in many respects, a pleasant city, 
and though it does not equal Berlin and Dresden, 
may be esteemed elegant. It is watered by the Let* 
na, which is a branch of the Aller, that runs into 
the Weser, and has consequently a communication 
with Bremen; but it has no trade worth mention- 
ing. The fortifications are not very formidable, but 
the walks round them are very, agreeable. 

The palace is situated on the banks of the Leina, 
and having sufiered greatly by a fire, a considera*^ 
ble part of it had been rebuilt. It had several 
courts, and the rooms are grand and commodious : 
this palace is most distinguished by many of the 
rooms being hung with very rich tapestry. The 
opera house, and the theatre for the French com« 
medians, are both within the palace, and though anr 
cient, are commodious. The whole is rather rich, 
decent and elegant, than very splendid. 

The king's forces in the electorate in time of 
peace are said to be twenty^four thousand, and the 
revenues of the eleetorate are about four millions 
of dollars, or jf 700,000, a considerable, part of 
which arises from the silver minres. The number of 
inhabitants in the city of Hanover hardly exceeds 
60,000. 
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. But notbiii^ excites the ciinofity ai travdleft 
like the palace of Herenhausen, situated abeut two 
Snglish miles north of the city. The ^vny k through 
i|n agreeable avenue of trees, but the road is saady^ 
HoWemer, Mr. Honway observes^ that he does not 
know liHIiethcr he was upore mortified or ^uprised to 
find that the building feli vastly short of his ex* 
peetatioRti. 



CHAP. IX. 

Oar author proceeds to ZeO^ and from thence io Hamborf h and 
BremeV) w)iic|i is described* He arrives at Amsterdam: a de^ 
acription of that city, and of the manners of the Dutch : and 
also of Haerlem, Ley den, the Hague, Dort, Rotterdam, and 
Hdvoet, \ihere Mr. Hanway embarks for England, and lands 
ait Harwich. 

ON the 15ih of September Mr. Hanway left 
Hanof er and proceeded to Zell. The chief i^odoc^ 
tion of the oountry near the road is tmrf, which 
serves as ftiel for the ndghbouring inhabitants. In 
sevepid places he obsen^ed, about three feet from 
the suiface of the earth, the renuins of ancient 
buildings, which the common people foolishly think 
Temaitied there ever since the deluge. 

Zell, which is subject to the house of Hanover, 
is a considerable fortified place. Tl^ palace is also 
ftrtified by a wi^ and a moat ; and, being situated 
on an eminenee, commands an extensive prospect; 
Mere are lour Lnrtiieran churches, one French, one 
Dutch reformed church, and one for the SxMman 
Catholics. The houses are mosdy mean, and buik 
of wood. Tfaetoiwn has a Maall irade with Bremen, 
by means of the river Aller. 
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from thence our author travelled four German 
miles to see Weissendorf, the greatest part of tho 
way appearing like a desert, with only three or four 
mean villages ; but there are flocks of sheep^ and a 
little com. This electorate supplies the greatest 
part of Germany with mutton^ as Brandenburg 
and Westphalia produces hogs^ and Hungary beef; 
but as each of these countries produces corn enough 
for its own consumption, the trade in that article of 
commerce is very small. On the 17th he reached 
Hamburgh. The banks of the Elbe below that 
city are in some places very high, and exhibit a de^ 
lightful view of several small islands in the middle 
of the river, which is five or six English miles over. 
It is very unlucky for travellers, who are disposed 
to entertain a good opinion of the electorate o^ 
Hanover, that the road from the metropolis across 
the country to the Elbe, in the way to Hamburgh^ 
has so barren and desolate an appearance. The 
districts of Zell and Lunenburgh are by no means 
scenes of pleasure ; but at some distance from the 
road in Hanover, it is said the lands are fertile and 
well-peopled. 

Hamburgh is a Hanse-town of the greatest im« 
portance of any in Europe ; for its situation for 
trade^ and the reputation of its laws, have long fur<» 
nished it with opulent inhabitants. It stands in the 
duchy of Holstein, on the north side of the Elbe^ 
where that river forms many islands ; and some part 
of the town is so low, that the inhabitants are much 
incommoded by the overflowing of the water when 
there are high tides, and north-west winds. The 
houses are strong and lofty, and many of them ex- 
tremely neat; but most of the streets are so narrow^ 
as hardly to sufier wheel- carriages to pass each 
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hthet: their coachmen are, however, remarkably 
dexterous. This place is, with respect to Germany, 
ti^hat Amsterdam is to Enrope, a magazine of th^ 
diflferent produce and merchandize of the trading 
World, Mahy of the houi^es ire built on the very 
edge of the canals, so that ships may unload into 
their warehouses. The British factory there is pos- 
sressed of as distinguished privileges as any body of 
foreigners enjoy in any part of the commercial 
World. 

The fortifications of the town on the land iide 
aire considered as very strong. The Walks round tiie 
tamparis extend about four English utiles, and in 
most parts are very pleasant. On the east eide is A 
large sheet of water, within the walls, formed by a 
^mall river called the Alster, oh whfch the town*8 
people tmmse themselves in summer, by rowing 
ftbout in boats, attended by music. The citizens 
have also several gardes <m the banks of the EHbe 
and the Alster, some of which dire agreeable ; btft 
being mostly in the Dutch taste, they are very small> 
tmt kept in excellent order, so its ib appear rather 
like a puppet-show than a rural scene. 

The city is divided into five parishes, in Wliich 
are five capital churches. The Lutheran is th^ esta* 
Wished Religion ; but there is not ^ toler&tiOn ss is 
iiondon and Amsterdam: the !Roman Catholics arfe 
objects of great jealousy; hnt the Jews, who sufp- 
|)ort themselves by commerce and 1>rotenrge, aro 
indulged. 

The government of the city is composed ef fomr 
burgomasters, twenty-four senators, fourteen of whom 
are chosen from among the merchkncts, and ten bred 
to the study of the law: there are also fonr sindicH 
'Or lawyers, who act as tfecretaiies of state^ and 
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under these are four sub^secretaries : brides these, 
each of the parishes has three officers, in the nature 
of the tribnnes of the people among the ancient 
Romans^ and nothing of moment is resolved on by 
the senate without their concurrence. The number 
of inhabitants may be reckoned at 180,000, and the 
sttlHirbs and adjacent Tillages contain as many more. 
The manufactures of this place, except )>aking sugar^ 
and printing calicoes, are very inconsiderable. 

The better sort of people are extrejnely affable, 
but the women are Tiery reserved; they generally 
go veiled with black silk, but when they have 
reason to entertain a favourable opinion of their 
own beauty, they wear jkhem so as not to hide their 
faces. There is here ijio appearance of state and 
, grandeur, their chief pursmit being trade. Jj^ there 
fl^e no marks of regal authority, to create a due 
subordination, the easy circumstances of the greatest 
part of the inhabitants have introduced a species of 
insolence, peculiar to a republican state, and th^ 
common people tread close qpon the heels of thosf 
of t^igher rank. 

On the 30th of September Mr. Han^vay left Hamr 
burgh, and arrived at Blankeness^ which is two short 
perman miles from that city, through a delightful 
road on the banks of the Elbe, which giyes a ^ne 
and extensive view of part of the Hanover ja^ domi- 
nions Qn the wesd;^ and of the Dapjsh ,te,i:ritorie$ i^ 
Holstein^ on the east of that river. Tthere is vjf 
stage for post-horses. The ferry is very ano^all for ^ 
wJi^eel^arriage, and the just^city of the Danish boor^ 
is apt to create vex^iqns; they very .frequently 
*teyil^ pn sj¥>re to 4^de, by a certf^in game, who 
shall attend the, p^senger. The breadth of the river 
here is about an Jgoii^h i^ile; and ^ear the same 
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distance up a creek is Crantz, a mean village in the 
Hanoverian dominions. There being no post at this 
place, the peasants are obliged to find horses for 
passengers at a certain rate. Crantz is but a mean 
place, though it extends above two English miles. 
It is built on the top of a high bank, intended to resist 
the overflowing of the Kibe, whick sometimes hap- 
pens . The country abounds in meadow and com lands. 

On the 1st of October Mr. Han way pursued his 
journey to Closter-seven through an indifferent 
road. The coqntry is but thinly inhabited. From 
thence to Ottersburg is three German miles, through 
a sandy country; but as he approached towards 
Bremen he found it much improved. Within an 
English mile of Bremen he took notice of three 
fitones, on which were the arms of the British crown; 
these serve to mark out the boundaries of the Hano- 
verian dominions. 

Bremen is situated in a plain, on both sides the 
river Weser, over which it has a bridge. The duchy 
in which it stands formerly belonged to the Swedes; 
but being conquered by the Danes, they sold it to 
the elector of Hanover in 1716; yet only a small 
quarter of the town, in which stands a church called 
the Dome, is subject to that electorate : the rest, 
with its territories, is free, and under its own laws 
and magistrates ; these are four burgomasters, and 
twenty-four senators, chosen out of the citizens who 
profess Calvinism, which is the established religion; 
and they have five churches for the citizens of that 
persuasion. The inhabitants are supposed to amount 
to 30,000; and one would imagine that they arc 
f xtremely pious. Soli Deo gloria, or Glory to God 
alone, being in large characters over their doors and 
irindows^ both within and without* 
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Most of the streets are narrow ; but many hoiMiea 
make a good appearance, and the shops are well 
stocked with merchandize. The city has a town- 
house, an exchange, and water-works, by which it 
is supplied from the river. In the market-place is 
the figure of a giant, fonrteen feet high, clothed in 
armonr, said to represent a general named Rowland, 
or Royland, who, they say, saved the city when it 
was in the utmost danger from the Swedes. But 
what is most remarkable is the church, called the 
Great Dome, belonging to the Lutherans, the people 
of that persuasion being almost as numerous as those 
t>f the established religion. It is an ancient gothic 
structure, reputed to be about six hundred years 
old ; and under it is a vault, in which are the bodies 
of several persons, said to be deposited in it a hun- 
dred and thirty years before Mr. Hanway was there^ 
and had been discovered forty years before that 
time to be entire. The linen, in which they are 
dressed, is as light as tinder; their skins look black 
and parched, but their features are distinguishable; 
they are extremely light, and the cohesion of the 
parts are entire. The vault, which is about six feet 
below the surface of the earth, and vaulted eight or 
nine feet high, appears to have nothing extraordi- 
nary, except that the air seems temperate, and the 
walls perfectly dry. A dead cat, that was acciden- 
tally throvm in through the window, was preserved 
as well as the human bodies. Tlie vault is not suf- 
fered to be cleaned, from the idle opinion that it 
may lose its virtue. Several persons have offered 
considerable sums, to have their bodies deposited 
there, to which the priests object, alleging the sent- 
ience of God, ' That man shall return to dust/ 
However, it is probable that the magistrates do not 
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eliOMe to indulge theoe peroooB, at the hxAhtim is 
mot the established chnrch. 

From Bremen is a long cMiseway, the country 
being oftoi covered with water. About a mile from 
the town, Mr. Hanway re-entered the Hanoverian 
dominiomi, and, after a journey of three long Ger- 
hmui miles, he arrived at Wildeshausen, a principal 
town, and the r^idience of the great bailiff of the 
district, c^ which there are twenty-five in the 
Hanoverian territories. 

From tlumce he travelled to Hasselune, a pretty 
agreeable town belonging to the elector of Cologn. 
He then came to Lmgen in the circle of Westphalia. 
This town is subject to the king of Prussia, and has 
a small fortification. The breadth of the streets, 
and regukrity of the hous^, give the traveller a 
atnking idea of that good order for which the Prus- 
i6ans me so much distinguished. This town for* 
merly belonged to WiUiam III., king of England, 
and on his death devolved to the house of Bran* 
denbuig. 

On the 4fth of October, our author ai^roaehing 
1A» dominions of the United Provinces, arrived at 
Korthom, where the women appeared to be ahuiost 
blinded with the smoke arisii^ from the turf, which 
tbey have Itere in great id)midance, this part of the 
country producing scarce any thing else. Tim 
lieatfas jnreserved for the prodnetion of ttm ftiel, are 
lai^er than is generally imagined, consid^isig the 
amall extent of the dominions of the estates; hut 
except thaie, the hand of industry app^rsma very 
vemarkable degree : the imdosure^tf meadows, com 
land, and kitchen-gar&ns, plantations of teee^, and 
banks which are thrown iqp for roado, demfinatmte 
the laboor of ^ peasant^ .and at the sam? time ai^* 
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ford in agreeable proi^ect. Their cows are red, 
imd constitute their principal riches, by the great 
quantity of butter and cheese they produce. The 
little towns now began to exhibit that cleanliness, 
for which the Hollanders are so much distinguisked. 
The marriages of this country are performed with s 
humorous solemnity; pillars and festoons of verdar«» 
adorned with garlands and flowers, are prepared for 
the decorations of a nuptial feast, at the houses of 
the parties. 

From Northern he came to Deventer, a large city 
in the province of O veryssel, formerly a Hanse-town, 
but now subject to the States. It stands on the rivet 
Yssel, over which is a large wooden bridge, whiek 
aubjects the passenger to a heavy tc^l. This river 
runs into the Zuyder Sea. The town is w-dl for- 
tified; the streets and houses are neat, and ikm 
«hops well supplied with mcmufactures, and other 
necessaries. It has a good inland trade, but no 
tnanufactories. 

From hence is a regular post four German mileg 
to Vooitbusen. The soil of the comitry is various. 
Near the midway is Loo, a famous 6e8t4>f the prince 
«f Orange. Voortfausen is a mean village, and the 
cowntry has no agreeat>le aspect. He thence pro*- 
ceeded to Amersfort, two Oerman miles ; the firat 
ei which is through a sandy country, where there 
is 4mt little cultivated land, or appearances of rich 
inhabitants; but towards Ovelach the country ap-- 
X»ears worthy of the reputettion it has in the wofld: 
here are large plantations of tobacco, for ihe pro- 
duce of which the land is thrown ^ip in ridges two 
fecft^bi^. 

Amersfbrt is an ancient "and eonsidentble toivn, 
in (he province of Utrecflrt, on the smaU^iver EeasB, 
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which runs into the river Zuyder Sea. Here is a 
tery large churchy that has an excellent set of chimes. 
TheJ^ouses and streets are remarkably clean; but 
the manners of the people are far from being equally 
del^ate. They show their rusticity in an apparent 
contempt of strangers. This town is supported by 
Jhvsbandry, and has a considerable trade in tobacco 
of its own growth. Many of the people wear wooden 
shoes, which are most convenient for their brick 
floors and incessant washing. 

From Amersfort Mr. Hanway departed for Naar- 
den, which is about two German miles distant. Here 
turnpikes are very numerous, and passengers are 
made to pay regularly in many places where there 
is no fence. About two English miles from Amers* 
fort is Soesdyke, a palace belonging to the prince 
of Orange, that has a park said to be eight English 
miles in circumference. Being impatient to reach 
Amsterdam, he declined visiting Utrecht, remark- 
able for a treaty that has blotted the annals of Eng- 
land; but it is said to be one of the most agreeable 
places, and as worthy the attention of a traveller as 
any in the United Provinces. 

The road to Naarden passes through regular plan- 
tations of trees, and the country is well cultivated 
and inhabited. This is the boundary of the province 
of Holland, and situated near the Zyder Sea. The 
fortifications are considerable. From hence to Am- 
sterdam is reckoned two German miles : the whole 
country consists of pastures and gardens, that ap- 
pear below the surface of the sea, if one may judge 
from the hulls of ships on the water. The road on 
the banks of the canals is made with great cost; 
and in the avenue to Amsterdam is a causeway, 
which has small villages and garden; belonging to 
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the citizens on each side^ that greatly beantify the 
face of this artificial country. 

The wcMiderfulcity of Amsterdam^ as well as many 
othcB towns of the Netherlands, is a work of art and 
labour, not inferior to the greatest monuments of 
human industry in past ages. It is situated about 
230 English miles from London, and derives its 
name from the river Amstel; it being formerly 
called Amsteldaim, or the dam of the Amstel, which 
is the name generally given to it in authentic re- 
cords. It is now reckoned about 400 years from its 
first beginning, and 270 from its being inclosed with 
walls. In 1570 the Dutch began to lay the foun- 
dation of their wealth and naval strength. About 
twenty yeai's before that time, they embraced the 
doctrines of Calvin, and soon after shook off the 
Spanish yoke. The Spaniards exerted themselves 
upon this occasion, from religious as well as poli* 
tical motives ; but they were unable to render that 
confederacy abortive, which at length united the 
Seven Provinces, and formed a powerful republic 
About the year 1600 the love of liberty and gain 
caused such a conflux of people thither, that the 
walls were extended ; and since that time they have 
been farther enlar-ged, so that they are now about 
three leagues in circumference. The city as gene^ 
rally esteemed near one third as populous as Londcoi 
and Paris. Within the walls are reckoned 26,500 
houses, and about 240,000 inhabitants, besides those 
in the subu{bs« which are small. Th'e greatest 
strength of the place is in the difficulty of access, 
both by sea and land; but the numerous shoals^ 
that render the entrance of the Texel difficult, have 
not obstructed the progress of commerce. One re^ 
markable proof of economy is obvious in die fortU 
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fications of the city; for the bastions, wrfaich are 
very numerous, have each a \i^indinilL 

Of all the buildings^ in Amsterdam, the to^m^ 
bouse is the most distinguished. It is S83 feet In 
front, 232 deep, and 1 16 high^ exclusive of the 
cupola. It cost three millions of guilders, or three 
hundred thousand pounds sterling, when money was 
more valuable than it is now; which will be less 
surprising, if we consider that it is founded upon 
thirteen thousand large piles. This is a very grand 
and useful building, and yet is neither elegant nor 
agreeable. It contains the ofiices and tribunals for 
the execution of the laws in the several branches of 
the military as well as civil governments 

The exchange is two hundred and fifty feet long, 
and one hundred and forty broad ; but it is much 
inferior in architecture and embellishment to that 
of London. It is supported by forty-six pillars, 
which SLte marked with numbers, and the merchants 
take their stands near particular pillars, to be more 
easily found. The city is guarded by a militia of 
the burghers. 

The established religion is that g£ Calvinism, for 
which there are eleven churches for the Dutch, one 
for the English, two for the Germans, and two for 
the French; but the Roman Catholics are said to 
have near thirty places of worship. Besides these 
there are Lutherans and Baptists. The Jews are 
also numerous, and have their synagogues, as 4n 
London; Wt none of these religion^ except the 
Calvinists, are allowed the use of bells; and the 
States uivalidate all marriages not performed ac- 
cording to the rites of the established church, unless 
the parties first engage themselves in form before 
the civil magistrate, and then they may perform 
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the ceremony according to their respective reli* 
gions. 

Mr. Hanway passing over the Y, which is also 
called the Ya^ to Sardam, had an opportunity of 
observing the immense labour saved by windmills. 
Here they saw timber at a very easy rate; and he 
observed in one of these a tree, eight or nine inches 
in diameter, sawed into thirty-six boards, with 
great exactness. They here grind woods and other 
materials for dyeing, and make gunpowder and 
paper, of which here are the best manufactories in 
Holland. These mills are likewise employed in 
many other uses. This work is performed by very 
few hands, and the women are employed as well ai 
the men; which gives a lively idea of that ipdustry 
and economy from which the United Provinces 
have derived their wealth. Many of these windr- 
mills are erected at a great expence, from their 
being built on ground that is little better than a 
marsh. 

AVith respect to their dykes, the Dutch have 
lately made great improvements: they now line 
many of their shores with large stones. The dyke 
to the Zuyder Sea is raised about sixteen feet per* 
pendicular, and goes oflfupon an easy slope. The 
stones are here regularly laid, and form an excelr- 
lent defence against the water : but the dykes to- 
ward the North Sea are said to be more lofty, an4 
not to be supported but with piles, at 9. great 
expence. 

The neighbourhood of a dreadful volcano cannot 
render the situation . of the inhabitants more pre- 
carious than that of the Dutch is, from the nature 
of their country. In spite of their great skill and 
industry, the ocean has often passed its bounds, apd 
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exhibited a lively picture of the general deluge. In 
1530 a great part of Zealand was overflowed. In 
the same century seventy- two villages on the coasts 
of Holland and Friezland were swallowed up, and 
near 30,000 people perished; and in 1665 an inun- 
dation broke down the dyke of Muydenbur^, and 
laid the whole country round Naarden, and many 
places in the province of Utrecht, under water. 
The dyke between Amsterdam and Haerlem, and 
many others, were also broke : but the calanuty 
was no sooner over, than the inhabitants, in a great 
measure, repaired the damage. 

Amsterdam is a prodigious magazine of com^ 
wine, timber, and many other commodities im- 
ported from abroad; while the inhabitants excel in 
sugar-baking, dyeing, bleaching of linen and wax, 
manufacturing of paper, sail-cloth, and no incon- 
siderable quantity oi silk and wool. The herring 
and whale-fisheries produce immense riches, and 
their East-India trade is of the highest importance 
to them both in Europe and Asia. 

Though there are many Hollanders who think 
judiciously, and, in some respects, live elegantly, 
the common people aYe extremely boorish. Our 
author observes, that he has seen a boatman in a 
great city, strut up and down a room with his hat 
on, his hands on his hips, and, with a careless air 
of insolence, spit at the feet of a gentleman whe 
was treating him with civility, and giving him an 
opportunity of getting a guinea for an inconside- 
rable service. This they mistake for liberty, while 
their knowledge is confined to the common means 
of gain, and the gratifications of the calls of nature. 
Cheese, beer, geneva, brandy and tob^co, are the 
joys that seem to crown the labours of the common 
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people ; but m Hiett cups they are apt to voix craelty 
with their i usticity. 

Constant employment^ coldness of complejtion, 
and . perhaps the nature of their food^ may contri- 
bute to their \mng but little addicted to lore. Tho 
women who are not of high rank, adorn their headi 
with gold lace, and other of the like omamentt^ 
bat with more frugality than is generally practised 
in Germany. Except a few court ladies, they have 
ROt much taste or delicacy in their manners. Some 
Iiaye good complexions, bat there are few beauti« 
ful: their teeth are in general bad, and most of 
their children are sickly till the age of eight or ten« 
The womeain this country seldom breed after they 
are thirty ; and as the men are remarkable for 
wearing many breeches, the women, in cold wea* 
ther^ use pots» with lire coals of wood or turf set 
in boxes, bored full of holes, and put under ihc 
petticoats : this is not only apt to make them old 
from the waist downwards, before the time ordained 
by nature, but the smell of the coals is ofFensiye« 
Thus there ia a proverbial saying, that " the dirtiest 
pi^e of furniture in the house g^ a Dutchman ii 
his wife." 

The revenues of Amsterdam are reputed to be 
one-fourth of what is paid by the Seyen Provinces : 
they generally calculate two millions of people iq 
tlie United Provinces^ and two millions sterling, at 
the lowest computation, are annually paid in taxes. 

On the 16th of October^ Mr. Han way took his 
leave of An^erdam,. and embarking at Haerlem- 
gate, took the roof or cabin of the treckscoot : these 
are stage-boats, extremely commodious, which set 
out at stated hours, and perform their passage at a 
certain time, almost to a. minute. The Haerlem 



818 TRAVELS THROUGH RUSSIA 

canal is bounded by meadow lands^ stocked with 
homed cattle ; but there are not many houses near 
the banks. In two hours and a half he reached 
Haerlem^ a considerable town^ remarkable for its 
cleanness : its fortifications are^ in some parts^ only 
a brick wall. Here are twelve churches, of which 
only four are of the established religion. A little to 
the south of this city is Haerlem Meer, which is a 
large lake ; but abounding in shallows, and being 
much exposed to the wind, the canal is much pre* 
ferable for the commerce with Amsterdam. 

Mr. Han way having made a short stay at Haer* 
lem, he embarked for Leyden. The banks of the 
canal to the last-mentioned city are higher than 
those of Haerlem. Here the cows are covered with 
body- clothes, from the opinion, that by keeping 
their backs warm, they give a greater quantity of 
milk; and the scene is diversified by several country- 
houses, plantations of trees, and agreeable walks. 
The distance to Leyden is fifteen English miles; 
he was exactly four hours on the way. This place 
is well known for its university, which has students 
from all parts of Europe. The city is neat and 
agreeable, and the gardens about it extremely fruit- 
ful ; but as most other places in the United Pro- 
vinces have too much water, this has not enough ; 
nor has it such a communication with the sea as to 
afford a proper motion by tides to keep the water 
sweet. 

From Leyden our author went, in three hours, 
to the Hague, which, having no inclosure, is called 
a village. The streets are broad; several of them 
are without canah, and the houses for the most 
part are extremely well built. The number of 
toaches belonging to. the noblemen and gentlemen. 
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aiid the gay appearance in point of dresd^ give i 
very difierent idea of life from that of the trading 
cities. People here are more polite and easy in their 
behayiour, than in other parts of Holland; the most 
cpnsiderable persons in Europe meeting there, as 
well as the assembly of the States- General, which 
also draws thither the greatest part of the people 
of the first distinction in the United Provinces. 
Indeed the Hague may be considered either as a 
great city, or as a rural scene ; the environs with 
which it is immediately inclosed being extremely 
delightful, while, as is customary in great cities, 
they have plays and other amusements, and at 
some distance a garden, in imitation of Vauxhall. 
There are, however, only two churches of any 
consequence. 

On the 22d of October Mr. Hanway left the 
Hague and went to Delft, a very ancient and plea-- 
sant town, surrounded by flat meadow-lands, of 
considerable extent. This town, which is well 
known for its earthen-ware, is well peopled, the 
inhabitants being computed at above 20,000. 

Our author went from thence to Rotterdam, 
which is hardly seven English milee distant, and 
may justly be esteemed the next in rank to Amster- 
dam. Indeed it has several advantages above that 
city, particularly with respect to the southern trade 
of Europe : besides, the navigation of the Maese is 
more safe and commodious than that of the Texel, 
and the air and water are better. The canals here 
being broad and deep, exhibit the view of a flou- 
rishing trade, by conveying ships of burden into 
the heart of that city. Among other public build- 
ings is a very good exchange, for the use of the 
merchants: but the most remarkable edifice is, the 
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great church of St. Lawrence, in which arc th# 
monuments of several persons of distinction, parti* 
cularly of their most celebrated sea-officers : on the 
great bridge is a statue of Erasmus. There are in 
this city great magazines of East-India goods, this 
place having a share of that trade* The British fac- 
tory is very considerable, and is mostly composed of 
North- Britons, of the kirk of Scotland, who have 
a church here. During the war in Flanders, nnder 
the great duke of Marlborough, an episcopal church 
was built by contribution of the English officers, 
merchants and mariners, and is said to be the only 
regular episcopal church countenanced and esta* 
blished, belonging to British subjects, out of the 
dominions of Great- Britain. 

On the 27th Mr. Hanway went down the Maese^ 
in a yacht, to Helvoet-Sluys, the port from whence 
the Harwich packet sets out, on Wednesdays and 
Sundays. Though this is one of the best harbonrs 
in the United Provinces, yet the town is very incon- 
siderable, it having only three small streets, and a 
quay which is of considerable extent, and borders 
a great part of the harbour. From this place may 
be seen the island of Goree to the south, and Zea* 
land to the north. 

Mr. Hanway had here the pleasure to find a 
small squadron, with four yachts, belonging to the 
crown of Great- Britain, under the command of lord 
.Anson, his Britannic majesty being expected to 
embark in his return from Hanover, in a few days: 
a sight which gave him the more pleasure, as he 
had not seen a British ship of war for ne;ar eight 
years before. He embarked on board the packet 
soon after his arrival, and landed at Harwich on the 
28th, after a passage of twenty-four hourl. 
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CHAP. I. 

He §ails tbroagli tlie Thraclan Bosplioiiid into ih« Eaxine ov 
Black Sea: toaclies at Caffa, Donslow, and Cape Cuodosi a 
description of the country of the Circassian Tartars; marinersi 
customs, and religion of the Mingfelians; of the prin}palitj 
of Curiel, and the kingdom of Imeretta. 

I LEFT Paris on the 17th of August I6tl, to re- 
turn to Persia^ where the late king had, by letteri 
patent, made me his merchant, and ordered me to 
proeure many jevrels of Talue, his majesty having 
drawn with his own hand, the models by which h^ 
would have them set. Mr. Raisin, a gentleman ei 
great integrity, who had been my companion lu 
my former travels, engaged again in this trade. W# 
spent fourteen months in the richest countries of 
Earope, in search of the largest stones, and th^ 
finest wrought corals. We caused to be made tha 
richest goldsmith's work, watches and corioui 
clocks, and besides took with us 13,000 ducats la 
gold. 

Wc travelled by the way of Milan, Venice and 
Florence, and arriving at Leghorn, embarked in a 
ship under a Dutch convoy; and ^iled to Sn^r* 
na^ which we reached on the 3d of March 167% 

VOL. VII. 2 T 
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Surof^. The inhabitanii also furnish Gimfitantb' 
Bojde and several other places, \rith com, butter 
und salt; for the Cafik butter is the best in all 
Turkey. 

On the 90th of August we left Ca£&, in a ship 
bound for Mingrelia, and the next day arrived at 
Donslow, on the sal^pits, which are situated on the 
Bhore, fifty miles from Cafta. Here are great qnui^ 
titles of salt made by letting in the sea- water, and 
sufiering it to congeal by the heat of the sun. The 
people say that two hundred vessels are annually 
laden with this salt, paying only two shillings a 
day to those who load it. About a mile from the 
shore is a village of the Tartars, where there is not 
ebove ten or twelve houses, with a little mosque, 
and round about it a great number of tents, with 
e^yeral waggons dose covered, which serve them 
instead of houses. Some of these tents are hand- 
eome enough, being made of round poles, with 
others crossing them, covered on the outside vdih 
large felts drawn tight over them. They have a 
door of the same, and above a little window, to ad- 
mit the light, and to let out .the smoke. The in* 
side is hung virith tapestry, and the floor also co- 
vered y^ith it. Every family has not only one of 
these tents, but two others, covered with a large 
coarse wooUen cloth, one for the servants and 
kitchen, in which is a pit five feet deep, to make 
B fire in for dressing t^eir meat; the other tent is 
for their horses aiid cattle. Their com and forage 
they store in magazines under ground, whieh they 
cover so exactly that none can find them but them^ 
selves. They can remove their tents with little 
trouble, and in a very sbort time ; on which occa^ 
aion they carry them away in carts drawn by horses 
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«&d oxen, of wliich they breed a great munber: 
they profeis the Mahometan religion; bat inter* 
xuix it vnth ridiculons opinions of divination. 

From Dondow we sailed along the channel to 
Cape Cuodos, the Coroecmdama of Ptolomy, vhera 
the coasts that bomid the lake Mceotis, which art 
very mountainoos, are seen at thirty miles distance* 
From Caffii to the straits that open into this lake^ 
is one hundred and twenty miles. The coontry am 
both sides is subject to the Turks^ and thinly inha^ 
bited by the Tartars, almost all the coast being de« 
•ert. From the strait to Mingrelia is reckoned mx 
hundred miles along the shore, which consists of 
{feasant woods, thinly inhabited by the Circassian^ 
Tartars, who are neither subject nor tributary to 
the Porte. The vessels that come from Constanti- 
nople to Mingrelia trade with this people, but do 
it with their arms in their hands, and by hostages; 
for they are remarkable for their infidelity and per-» 
fidiousness, and seldom fail to steal wherever they 
find an opportunity. The trade with them is car* 
ried on by exchange ; the Circassians bring down 
slaves o£ all ages and sexes, honey, wax, leather^ 
jackals, and the skins of some beasts, for such com<» 
modities as they want. 

Circassia is a pleasant and fertile country, that 
produces great plenty of all sorts of fruit without 
labour, as apples, pears, cherries, walnuts; but tha 
f^hief wealth of the inhabitants consists in cattle, as 
sheep, whose wool is as fine as that of Spain, deer^ 
goats, and well-shaped horses, so swift and strongs 
that they will tire the wild beasts, and overtake 

♦ The Turks call them^Cherks; but they were named by th^ 
ancients Zagaeans, or Mountaineers, and Poxnponiut Mela oall^ 
fhemSargacians. x . 
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them in the chade. They sow no grain but millet 
for their breads and barley for their hor^ses, and 
their women till and manure the ground. Their 
drink is boza> which is a liquor made of millet, as 
intoxicating as wine. They live in wooden huts, 
and go almost naked : their beds are made of sheep- 
skins sowed together, and stuflfed with millet leaves 
beaten in the thrashing as small as oat-chafF. They 
were formerly Christians ; but now of no religion, 
except observing some superstitious ceremonies bor- 
rowed from the Christians and Mahometans ; and 
they are all sworn enemies to those who live in the 
provinces round about them. 

The Abcas border upon the Circassians, and pos^* 
iess about one hundred miles on the coast between 
Mingrelia and Circassia. They are not so sal- 
vage as the Circassians, but are as much inclined 
to robbery; so that the merchants are obliged 
to take as much precautions in trading with them. 
They, like their neighbours, are in want of all 
the conveniences of life, and have nothing to 
exhange for them but human creatures, furs» 
the skins of deer and tygers, box-wood, wax and 
honey. 

On the 10th of September we arrived at Isgaour, 
a port in Mingrelia, where all the vessels lie that 
trade thither. It is a desert place, without any 
houses; the traders, therefore, build themselves 
huts and booths of boughs for the time of their stay^ 
which is usually as long as they find themselves 
safe from the Abcas. 

Colchis or Mingrelia, is situated at the end of 
the Black Sea. It is bounded on the east by the 
little kingdom of Imeretta, on the south by the 
iPlack Sea^ and on the north by Mount CaucasuSt 
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Th6 rivers Codours and Rione* part it, the firrt 
from Abcas, and the other from Imeretta. Its length 
is about one hundred and ten miles, and its breadth 
sixty. It was once fortified against the Abeas by a 
wall of sixty miles in lengthy which has been long, 
since demolished. 

The inhabitants of Caucasus, who border upon 
Colchis, are the Alanes, Suanes, Gugues, Caracioles, 
or Cara-cherks, that is. Black Circassians, so called 
by the Turks, not from their complexion, for they 
are esteemed the fairest people upon earth ; but 
from their country, which is always darkened with 
clouds and fogs« They were aitciently Christians, 
but now live by robbery and rapine, and profess no 
religion, having little besides speech that can en- 
title them to humanity. They are very tall and 
portly, and their very looks and speech show their 
savage dispositions, they being the most resolute 
{assassins, and daring robbers in the world. 

The ancient kingdom of Colchis was much larger 
than Mingrelia is at present, extending on one side 
to the lake Mceotis, and to Iberia on the other. Its 
capital city, named Colchos, was at the mouth of 
the Phasis, a, river to the west. The country is unr 
even, full of hills and mountains, valleys and plains : 
it is almost covered with woods, except the ma- 
nured lands, which are but few, and those preserved 
by grubbing up the roots that are continually 
spreading into them. The air is temperate with re« 
gpect to heat and cold, but as it rains almost conti- 
nually, the wetness and warmth of the climate 
breed in summer the pestilence, and several other 
diseases. It abounds with rivers, which descend 

* Two famous imn in ancient history, called the Corax and 
Fhasi8« 
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from Mount Caucams^ and fall into the Black Sea« 
The soil is very bad, and produces little com or 
pulse, and the fruits are without taste, and unwhole- 
some, except their vines, which thrive well, and 
produce most excellent wine. Did the inhabitants 
know how to prepare it in a proper manner, it would 
be the best wine in the world. The vines encom- 
pass the trunks of trees, and rise to their very tops. 
In the seed-time the earth is so moist, that they sow 
their ^heai and barley without plowing ; for they 
say, that should they plow it, the land would be im 
soft as not to be able to support the stalk. ¥or their 
other com they plow their lands with plow-shares 
of wood, which, in this moist soil, makes as good 
furrows aa iron. Their common grain is gonmi, 
which is as small as coriander seed, and resembles 
millet. Of this they make a paste, which they use 
for bread, and prefer it to wheat: this is not to bt 
wondered at, for it is very agreeable to the palate^ 
and conducive to health, it being cooling and laxa- 
tive. They have also great plenty of millet, some 
rice, with wheat and barley, which are very scarce. 
The people of quality eat wheaten bread as a rarity^ 
but the meaner sort seldom or never taste it. 

The ordinary food of the country is beef and 
pork, of which last they have great plenty, and the 
best in the world : they have also goats flesh, but 
it is lean and ill- tasted. Their venison is, the hart, 
stag, and fallow deer: they have also wild hmn 
and hares, all which are excellent food. They have 
partridges, pheasants and quails, in abundance, wiA 
some river-fowl, and wild pigeons, which are g©od 
meat, and as big as cramnfed chickens: these pi^ 
geons they take in nets, and thus catch great nurn* 
bers in summer. 
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Their nobility spend their whole time in the field, 
using hobbies, goshawks, &c. for their sports, to 
catch water- fowl and pheasants ; but the pastime 
in which they most delight is, flying the falcon at 
the heron, which they catch only for the sake of 
the tuft upon his crown, in order to put it on their 
bonnets, for they let him go again, when they have 
cut it off, that it may grow up afresh. 

Mount Caucasus produces a great number of wild 
beasts, as lions, tigers, leopards, jackals and wolves; 
which last make great havoc among their cattle and 
horses, and frequently disturb the inhabitants ia 
their houses, with their dreadful bowlings. They 
have great numbers of very good horses, almost 
every man keeping several of them; for they cost 
little or nothing, as they neither shoe them nor 
feed them with com. They have no cities nor 
towns, except two, by the sea-side: but their 
houses are so scattered up the country, that yoa 
can hardly travel a mile without seeing three or 
four of them. There are nine or ten castles in the 
country, the chief of which, where the prince keeps 
his court, is called Rues. This castle has a stone 
wall, but it is so small, and so ill- built, that it 
might be battered down by a small piece of artil- 
lery: it has, however, some cannon, which the other 
castles have not. They are made in the following 
manner : in the midst of a thick wood the people 
build a stone tower, thirty or forty feet high, capa^ 
ble of containing fifty or sixty persons. This tower 
is the place of strength, where they shut up all th^ 
riches of the prince. Near this tower are five or six 
others, of wood, which serve as magazines for pro- 
visions, and as places of retreat for their wives and 
children, in case of an attack. There are also seve-; 

\oh. vii. 2 V 



B30 TRAVELS THROUGH MmORELIA 

ral huts made oF wood, otheVg of branches of trees, 
and others of canes and rcfeds. The area ih which 
they are inclosed is surrounded by a clos^ h^dgi^> 
and by a wood, which Is evei'y wher^ so thick, that 
it is impossible to find these rfe treats, but by the way 
cut to them, which is istbpp^d up by ttees, when- 
e\^r they apprehend the Approach of an ^etny. 

The houses of the Mingrelians are built with 
timber, which they have in great pl^ty; but the 
poorer sort never raise them above onfe story, nor 
the rich above two. The lower rooms are always 
famished with beds and couclies, to lie #own or idit 
Upon, on account of the moisture of the earth ; but 
they are inconvenient, fVom their having aefther 
ti^iiwlows nor chimneys, and but one rtoom fot th^ 
whole family ; so that they all lie together, imd M 
iiight have also their cattle along with them. 

The men are well shaped, and the womeft W 
handsome, that they seem bom to inspire Idve ; yel 
they all paint their faces, and particularly thtir 
Eyebrows. They dress themselves hi as oraameiAal 
h manner as they can, wearing a Persian habit, 
And curling the hair. They are witty, ctvil, and 
full of compliments; but, on the other hand, are 
proud, deceitful, cruel and libidinous. The «ttM 
have also many mischievous qualities; birt thtft 
which they most practise is theft, and this the^y 
Jnake their employment anJ glory. They justify 
the lawfulness of having many wives, by ikying, 
that they bring them many children. Which they 
fcan sell for ready money, or exchange for neces* 
«ary conveniences; yet when they have Hot the 
means of supporting them, they hold it a piece of 
charity to murder newborn infants, and such per- 
sons as are sick and post recovery, because by this 
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VMtm thfy free them from misery* Adultery and 
inicest are scarce considered as crimes in Mingrelia; 
when 9> man catches another enjoying the embracea 
of his wife, he has a right to oblige him to pay a 
hv^; he seldom tal^es any other method of revenge^ 
smd they all three commonly sit down to feast upon 
it It is commQn for them to have two or three 
"wiyes at a time. 

As the gentry haye full power over the lives and 
#atate9 pf their tenants^ they sell or dispose of their 
wiye^ and children as they think fit; besides, every 
Jipsbandman is bound to furnish his lord with a^ 
mueh com, winci cattle, and other proyUionf, as if 
in his power. Thus his riches consist in the number 
of his peasants. The lords decide the quarrels of 
^heir vassals : but when they themselves are at va^ 
riance, they determine tfa^ dispute .by arms; and 
therefore all gQ armed with,a lance, bow and sword. 

Their dre^s i$ very gingnlar. AU the men, exr 
eept the ecclesiastics, snfifer but little of their bearcl 
.to grow. They shave the top of the head, le^vin^ 
Qnly^ little hair over the forehead, and down to 
their ears; and even that is clipped short They 
wear a bonnet of fine felt, which, in winter, i^ Unejl 
with fur; bnt they are in general so poor, that, to 
prevent its being spoiled, they put it in their poeket 
when it rains, and go bare-headed^ Those in meafi 
circumstances go almost naked, and have in gen^*- 
ral only a covering of a triangu^r form, at Pne eiyi 
of which is a h^le^ throng which they pnt ttfe 
head ; this covering, which i^ of strong feit* they 
turn to the side from whence comes the wind or the 
rain. They weaj shirts whicfh reach tp jjiheir knee^, 
and tnck intp a straight pair of breecheii; htft they 
fteyer b^ve above one shirt and one pai^ pf hreeehe^f 
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"which last them a year; and in all that time 
they never wash the shirt above thrice. Their 
shoes, or rather sandals^ are made of the raw skin 
of a buffalo, tied round the foot, and fastened with 
thongs of the same skins ; but when the snow lies 
thick on the earth, they wear a kind of snow-shoes, 
which spreading much farther than the feet, pre- 
vent their sinking into it. 

The whole family, both males and females, eat 
together without distinction : the king with all his 
train, to the very grooms, and the queen with her 
maids and servants. In fair weather, they dine in 
open court, and, if it be eold, make a large fire, 
for wood costs them nothing. Upon working days 
the servants have nothing but gomm, and the mas- 
ter pulse, dried fish or flesh; but on holydays, or 
when they make entertainments, if they have no 
venison, they kill an ox, a cow, or a hog. Both 
tlie men and women are very great drinkers, and 
at their feasts make their frienj^s drink as much as 
possible. Their wine is drank unmixed, and begin- 
ning with pints, they proceed to much greater 
quantities. The men, at their merry meetings, dis- 
course about their wars and robberies, and the 
women tell obscene tales of their amours. 

Mingrelia is but thinly inhabited, which is occa- 
sioned by their wars, and the vast numbers sold by 
the nobUity to the Persians and Turks. All their 
trade is carried on by the way of barter ; for their 
money has no settled value. The current specie is, 
piastres, Dutch crowns, andabassis, which are made 
in Georgia, and bear the Persian stamp. The reve- 
nues of the prince of Mingrelia do not exceed 
20,000 crowns, which are raised by customs, on 
goods imported and exported^ by selling of slaves. 
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and by imposts and fines. But all this he lays up, 
for his slayes serye him for nothing, and his crowns- 
lands furnish his court \nth more provisions than 
they can consume. He is not able to raise above 
4000 men fit to bear arms, and these are mostly ca- 
valry, for he has not above 300 foot. These soldiers 
are not distributed into regiments, or companies; 
each lord or gentleman leads his men to battle, 
vrithour order, and without ofiicers; they follow 
him, as well in flying as in charging the enemy. 
The prince's court, upon solemn festivals, consists 
of two hundred gentlemen, but upon other days »of 
about one hundred and twenty. 

The religion of the Mingrelians, or Colchians, wag 
formerly the same with the Greeks, they being con- 
verted by a slave, according to ecclesiastical histo- 
rians, in the reign of Constantino the Great. But 
the Mingrelians say, that St. Andrew preached 
among them in a place called Pigaitas, where a 
church now stands, whithet the catholicos, or chief 
bishop, goes once in his life to make the holy oil; 
yet I was unable to find a Mingrelian who kney 
what is meant by religion, by sin, the sacrament,' 
or divine worship: for they are now fallen into such 
a profound abyss of ignorance, that they look upon 
the life eternal, the day of judgment, and the resur- 
rection of the dead, as mere fables. Their clergy 
perform scarcely any ecclesiastical duties ; for there 
is hardly one of them that can either write or read, 
and they have in a manner lost the n^thod of per- 
forming divine worship. 

On the confines of Mingrelia lie the principality 
of Guriel and the kingdom of Imeretta : the former 
is very small, it bordering upon Imeretta on the 
north, upon Mount Caucasus on the east, upon 
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A[iiigr#lia on the west, aud upon the Black Sea cmi 
the iQuth. It lies a\mg the see shore from the rive? 
Rione to the eastle Groi?iie, which is held by the 
Turhs. The inhabitqints are of the same dispositioii 
and irre^larity of maimers as the Mingrelians; 
haTiDg the same ineUiiaticais to lewdness, robbery 
imd murder. 

The kingdom of Imeretta, the Iberia of the an-r 
eiento, is something bigger than the country of 
Gnriel, and is enoompaMed by Mount Caucasus, 
Mingrelia, the Black Sea, the principality of Gu- 
Ytel, and part of Georgia. It is 26 miles long, and 
60 in breadth ; it is full of woods and mountains 
like MingreUa, but the valleys are more pleasant, 
mnd the plains more fertile, they producing corUj 
pulse, cattle, and a variety of herbs. There are some 
Iron mines in the oonntry, and some money current 
emong the people, which is coined in the kingdom* 
Tliey have also leverid. towns; but their manners 
and customs difier but little from the Mingre}ians« 
The king has three good castles, one called Sean- 
•der, seated on ihe side of a valley, w4 two on Mount 
Caucasus, called Regia and Scorgia, which, from 
their situation, are almost iuaeceseilde. The fortress 
«^Cotati6 was once in the jm^sdiction of this princ?, 
but is now in the possession oC the Turks. 

The people of Guriel, Miugrelia,a»4 Abm, wefe 
wbject to the king o£ Imeretta, after they had freed 
themselves from the powier of the emperors of Cou- 
stantinople and oi Trebimttd j bu|; in the last oe«- 
tury setting up for themselves, they became involved 
in continual i^i^rs, till calling in the assistance of 
the Turks, they wer* all made tributary to them. 
The king of Imeiretta payjs a tribute of eighty boys 
and giiis, from ten Ao twenty years of age, rJhe 
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prince erf Guriel pays forty-six children of footk 
stxes^ and the prinee of Mingrelia 60,000 ells q£ 
litieu cloth, made in that country. The Abcas^ how* 
tret, seldom paid any thing at first, and now pay 
nothings 

CHAP. n. 

A dtosei^^tloti dr Isgaour. A war breUtt cmt^ wad a irade ii 
carried on id slaves. Sir Jolm Chardki proceeds to the Tillaga 
of Aiiarghia, and thence to Sipias, tke residence of some 
Theatine monks, where he is visited and invited to dinner hy 
a Mingrelian princess, 

AS soon as cnir vessel had entered the road of 
Isgaour, I landed with the Greek merchant who 
eondacted me, with the hope of finding houses, some 
provknons and assistance ; but Z was much deceived* 
The inhabitants had fenced round a place a hundred 
paces from the shore, two hundred and fifty long, 
and fifty broad ; Has was the grand market of Min- 
grelia. it had a street formed of about a hundred 
little huts on each side, built of branches of trees 
tied together. Each merchant took one of these 
huts, in which he slept, and there sold such com-^ 
nodittes as be hoped to dispose of m two or three 
days time : those goods they bought^ and thoi^ they 
had uo probability of selling immediately^ were 
hefi on board the ships. No refreshments were to 
be had in the market^ nor was there a peasant's 
bouse in its neighbourhood. At this I was equally 
surprised and afflicted, for our provbiom wene almost 
consuQt^d, and nothing wro to be sold ji)y the natives 
but daves chained tojgcfther. There were above a 
dozen of naked wretches, who, with bows andarrow4 
in their hands^ strack ev^ry one with terror; 4hese 
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were the officers of the customs. Bqt my surprise 
and affliction were much increased^ on being in- 
formed that the Turks and the prince of Guriel had 
taken up arms against the Mingrelians^ and begun 
the war by plundering the houses of their neigh- 
bours, and carrying off them and their cattle where- 
ever they found them. 

On my taking the resolution of going into Min- 
grelia, I had depended greatly on the Theatine mis- 
sionaries, who have a house forty miles by land from 
Isgaour, where, I was told, I might live in safety, 
and that they would speedily procure me a passage 
into Persia. I therefore sent an express with a letter 
to the prefect of the mission, and returned on board 
much dejected. 

Two days after a number of peasants, who fled 
from the enemy, passed by Isgaour, and raised a 
great alarm, by reporting, that the Abcas, whom the 
prince of Mingrelia had called to his assistance 
against the Turks, plundered and burned every 
thing before them, and carried off all the inhabi- 
tants and cattle that fell into their hands; adding, 
that they were already near the port. All were no v 
in a hurry to carry their effects on board. The 
commanders of the ships landed two pieces of cannmi, 
and the men were under arms all night; but the 
next day they re-embarked, choosing rather to 
abandon the wool, salt, earthen-ware, and other 
merchandize they had not been able to bring on 
board, than to expose themselves to the danger of 
falling into the hands of the Abcas. About ten at 
night we saw all the market in a flame ; and th^ 
next morning some men landing, they found no- 
thing but the remains of the conflagration. 
I now endeavoured to buy from the master^ of 
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ike ships as much provisions as possible ; but all t 
could purchase from the several merchants vras sixty 
pounds of biscuit, a little pulse, eight pounds of 
butter, and twelve pounds of rice. This was but 
small allowance for six persons; good management* 
however, made it last longer than I cpuld have 
imagined: we had dried fish in abundance, and 
scarcely ata any thing else; and I was delisted 
when I had prevailed on my men to make a meal 
without bread. 

Hearing no news of the prefect, and not being 
able to guess the reason, I ii^ormed my men of the 
necessity we w^e under that one of them should go 
to him, because none but he could secure us from 
the evils vnth which we were threatened, or deliver 
us from those we endured, and that were increase 
ing every day. My valet oflfered to undertake thd 
journey. I therefore gave him letters and presents 
for the prefect and his brethren, and he set out on 
this expedition. , 

On the morning of the 4th of October my valet 
returned, bringing with him the prefect, who was 
a native of Mantua, called Don Maria Jose{^ 
Zampy. I immediately ran to embrace him, when 
he cried, ** God forgive those who have advised 
you, sir, to come hither: you are arrived at the 
most barbarous country in the world: and the bast 
step you can take is, to return to Constantinople by 
the first opportunity." The joy we had conceived 
at seeing this priest, was damped by this discourse. 
I took him into my cabin, and there with my com- 
rade deliberated on what was to be done. He told 
us that he was come to serve us to the utmost of his 
p^wer ; that he would take us to his bouse, if we 
desired it,. but that he had no bread; that now no 
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provisioDS Were to be had ; that the air of the countTf 
was unhealthy, and the people more wicked than it 
was possible to imagine. I told him that I had a 
letter of recommendation to the prince of Mingrelia; 
but he replied, that he was as great a villain and as 
base a robber as any of his subjects : and then added* 
that if, after this notice, I was resolved to venture, 
he would do all in his power to preserve our persons 
and baggage, and procure us a safe passage into 
Persia, 

I did not stay to deliberate on what the father 
had represented ; the evils with which I was threat- 
ened in Mingrelia were future, and I hoped to avoid 
them : but those I suffered were present, they filled 
my imagination, and my heart sunk under them. I 
therefore represented to him, that whatever misfor- 
tunes might happen to us in Mingrelia, they must 
be less than those of returning to Caffa, by which 
we must infallibly perish; and this opinion I 
strengthened by many reasons. He was soon con- 
vinced by my arguments, and now only consulted 
on the manner in which we should travel. The bark 
in which we had come down the river being proper 
for our purpose, we embarked in it with all our 
baggage, and I gave the value of a hundred crowns 
in goods to father Zampy, who knew the price set 
upon it, and was to buy it for me. The baggage 
being embarked before noon, we immediately set 
sail. I was filled with joy at leaving the ship, 
where I could not endure the suffocating smell, nor 
be»r the sight of the infamous commerce carried on 
in it. It was become a prison for slaves, in which 
the men and boys were chained two and two every 
night, and loosened every morning. The war of 
Mingrelia was of advantage to our m^rchantSi who 
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bought the booty and slaves taken by the Abcas, 
who were now continually coining on boards to 
exchange them for arms« clothes, and other com- 
modities. A Greek merchant, whose cabin was next 
to mine, bonght a woman and her sucking child for 
twelve crowns : the woman was about twenty-five 
years of age, her face was extremely beautiful, her 
skin had the whiteness of the lily, and I never saw 
a finer breast, or a rounder neck. This lovely woman 
filled me with compassion. What surprised me most 
was, to see that these miserable creatures were not 
dejected, and that they appeared insensible. of the 
misery of their condition. As soon as they were 
bought their rags were taken off, they were dressed 
in new linen habits, and set to work ; the men and 
boys in doing something about the ship, and the 
women in sewing. 

But to proceed : we had a pretty good wind, and ^ 
our little bark advanced both with sails and oars. 
I>uring the voyage I agreed with father Zampy on 
the means to prevent our falling into the hands of 
the enemy, and of being neither plundered nor 
assassinated by the Mingrelians. 

At midnight we arrived at the entrance of the 
Astolphus, one of the greatest rivers in M ingrelia, 
called by the natives Langur, where we stopped, and 
sent two of our mariners to Anarghia, to inquire 
after the enemy, and to see if the inhabitants had 
not fled. Anarghia is a village two miles from the 
sea, and the most considerable place in all Mingrelia. 
It consists of about a hundred houses; but they affe 
so far distant from each other, that it is two miles 
from the first to the last. There are always Turks 
in that village to purchase slaves, and barks to 
carry them off. Iti^ said to be built on the place 
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where aneienilj stood the great eity of Heraclet* 
The next morning before day, the two mariners 
returned with the news, that the Abcis had been no 
nearer than within fifteen miles of Anarghia^ and 
that every thing there was as usual. Father Zampy 
caused the men to row hard, in order to arrive earty 
at that village, that we might all land without being 
seen. This happened according to our wishes. We 
went to lodge with a peasant, who had the best ac- 
commodaticms of any in the place ; and as we had 
many chests, the largest of which was full of books,^ 
father Zampy advised me to open it, as soon as we 
were at our lodgii^s, under the pretence of looking 
for something, to prevent their imagining that these 
chenrts were filled with treasures; he at the same 
time proposed my jMretending to be a religious, and 
that we had brought nothing with us but books. I 
followed this advice^ The peo}4e of the house were 
astonished at seeing so large a chest thus filled, 
a»d I believe imagined that the contents of the 
others were the same. 

On the 9th of October a lay Theatine, who was 
physician and surgeon to all Mtngrelia, came to 
see us. The access which his art gave him to the 
houses of the prince, and of all the great, had raised 
bis vanity, J received and treated him in a manner 
that flattered his pride, and in return he gave me 
a thousand assurances of his protection and assis- 
tance. Some days after he came to inform us, that 
the Abcas had returned home, and had carried o£P 
(900 persons, much cattle, and a great booty. He 
then told father Zampy, that we nugbt all go to 
their house at Sipias; and that the prince and the 
catholicos, who is the head of all the clergy in this 
country^ had ordered him to tell me and my comrade^ 
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tlitt we were welcome, and that they would grant 
na men and horses toxonduct U9 into Georgia* 

Upon receiving this agreeable news, we imme- 
diately prepared for our departure. Father Zampy 
made me pass for a capuchin, observing that I should 
meet with some of that order in Georgia. On the 
14th we set out two hours before day for Anarghia^ 
and proceeded two leagues up the river Astolphus, 
after which we landed our baggage, and with it 
loaded six small carts; besides two others, filled 
with the provisions brought by father Zampy. The 
Mingrelians wer e not accustomed to see such a quan^ 
tity of goods at a time ; and the report was imme- 
diately spread over the country, that some Europeans* 
were arrived, who had eight carts loaded with their 
baggage. We proceeded four leagues and a half by 
land, and arrived in the evenmg at Sipias. 

Sipias is the name of two churches, one of them 
a parish church of the Mingrelians, and the other 
belonging to the Theatines, an order of friars, who 
first came into Mingrelia in 1627, when they were 
admitted as physicians, and a piece of land given 
them, on which they built several wooden houses, 
after the manner of the country. Each of the friars 
have one of these houses to dwell in; for they are 
all separate : the smallest are for their slaves, and 
two families of peasants, who are their tenants; but 
though they have good employment as physicians, 
none will embrace their religion. 

On the 18th the princess of Mingrelia came to 
the Theatines. She was on horseback, attended by 
about ten men and eight women, very badly clothed, 
and ill mounted, with several men on foot who stood 
about her horse. Father Zampy went immediately 
to receive her, when she told him, that she ha4 
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heard there were gome Europeans in his honse^ who 
had brought a great quantity of baggage : that she 
was glad of it, and desired to see them, in order to 
teU them that they were welcome. I was instantly 
called^ and father Zampy told me, that I must make 
her a present, since it was the custom to pay thus 
for the visits of a prince and princess. Being told 
that I spoke the Turkish and Persian tongues, she 
called a slave who knew the Turkish, and asked 
me a thousand questions about my rank and my 
voyage. I told her that I was a capuchin. She 
caused me to be asked, if I was in love ? if I had 
ever been inlov^? how it happene'd that I had never 
. been in love ? and how I did to live without a wo- 
man ? She carried on this conversation with great 
vivacity, and all her retinue were very merry upon 
it; but, for my part, I was much dejected, and 
would have been glad of the absence both of the 
princess and her train, whom I every moment feared 
would pillage our lodgings, for she asked three times 
to see what I had brought ; but father Zampy pro- 
mising to bring her the usual present the next day, 
she departed, seemingly well satisfied. 

The next morning she sent to invite me to din- 
ner. She was at a house only two miles from ours; 
but did not live with the prince, who had a great 
dislike to her, having been forced to marry her. I 
found her better dressed than the day before. She 
was painted, and seemed to endeavour to appear 
lovely ; she was clothed in gold brocade, and had 
jewels in her head-dress. She sat on a carpet, with 
nine or ten women by her side, and near her were 
many shabby fellows half naked, who composed her 
court. They asked for my present for the princess, 
before they suffered me to enter. It was brought by 
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my 0ervaiit| who delivered it tothem^ and consisted 
of cases of knives, scissars, and other things, wliich 
cost about twenty shillings, and was worth above t 
three pounds in Mingrelia. The princess was satis- 
fied, and suffered me to enter after having seen 
them. Near her was a beuch, on which the slave, 
who spoke Turkish, desired me to sit. She first 
told me that she would have me to marry one of 
her friends, and that I should not leave that country, 
for she would give me houses, lands and slaves. But 
a stop was put to her discourse, by one coming to 
inform her that dinner was ready. 

The house in which she lived, was in the midst 
of five others, each at a hundred paces distance- 
Before one of them was a raised place, built with 
wood, eighteen inches high, over which was a small 
dome. Here a carpet being spread, the princess 
seated herself upon it, as did her women, at four 
pacesdistance, on other carpets.The shabby wretches 
who composed her court, and were about fifty in 
number, seated themselves round on the grass. There 
were two benches near the place raised for the prin- 
cess, one of which served the Theaiines and me for 
a seat, and the other for a table. When the princess 
was seated, a long painted cloth was laid before her, 
and at one end of it were placed two large and two 
small flagons, four plates, and eight cups of difie- 
rent sizes, with a silver basin, ewer and skimmer. 
Other servants at the same time laid boards before 
those who were seated, to serve as tables ; and one 
was also put before the women. This being done, 
two kettles were brought in, and placed in the mid- 
dle : one of them, which was very large, was carried 
by four men, and was full of common gomm ; the 
other^ which was smaller, was brought in by two. 
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and was fuU of white gomm. This gcmta was s 
kind of paste, of which the MingreUans make the 
same use as we do of bread* Two other men brought 
in, upon a kind of bier, a hog boiled whole, and 
four others entered with a large pitcher of wine. 
The princess was serred first, then her women, then 
us, and afterwards her attendants. The princess was 
also served with a wooden bowl of gomm, and some 
herbs, and with a silver dish, in which were two 
fowls, one boiled and the other roasted ; but both 
of them had a very dis^^eeable sauce. The prin- 
cess sent me a part of the bread and sallad, and 
caused me to be told, that I should stay for supper, 
and that she would kill an ox ; but this was mere 
compliment. A little after she sent me two pieces 
of fowl, and asked with a loud voice, why there 
never came into Mingrelia any of the Europeaa 
artificers, who work so well in metals, silk and 
wool ? and why there only came monks, who had 
no business there, and whom they did not want? It 
is easy to guess at the confusicm into which this 
question must throw the poor Theatines who were 
present. I answered, that the artificers of Europt 
laboured only for gain, and having employment 
enough there, had no inclination to go farther; but 
that the religious, having in view the glory of God, 
and the salvation of souls, these great concerns in« 
duced them to leave their country, and travel sofiur* 
The repast lasted about two hours; when it was 
half ended, the princess sent me a cup of wine, and 
caused me to be told that it was the wine she her- 
self used, and the cup out of Which she drank i. 
Three times she did me this honour, and wras nmcli 
surprised to see me mix water with my wine, saying 
she had never seen that done before. Indeed^ she 
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and her women drank it unmixed in large quanti- 
ties. Dinner being ended^ she sent to inquire if I 
had brought any spices or china-ware; she also 
asked me for a variety of things^ and finding that I 
had none to give her^ she at last grew angry^ and 
said she would send to examine my goods; but 
though I was much frightened, I answered, she 
might do it whenever she pleased; to which she re^ 
plied, that she was only in jest. However, as soon 
as we rose from table, I entreated one of the Thea- 
tines, who had accompanied me, to make all pos- 
sible haste to my comrade, and tell him what the . 
princess said, in order that he might prepare for all 
events* After dinner she agsun spoke of the^ mar- 
riage, and said she would soon show me the woman 
she would give me; but I replied as before, that 
monks never marry, and was going to take my 
leave, when unhappily she perceived, under the 
mean frock I wore, that I had whiter and finer linen 
than what they had in Mingrelia. She came up to 
me, took me by the hand, pulled up my sleeve to 
my elbow, and held me for some time by the arm^ 
talking all the while in a low voice to her women. . 
I was extremely embarrassed, and what gave me 
most pain was, my not knowing what she said; 
though I could perceive, by her gestures, that she 
was talking earnestly about me. I was at a loss how 
to behave in public to a woman, who had, at the 
same time, the title of sovereign, and the impudence 
of a prostitute. But she soon threw me into a greater 
constematicm; for going up to father Zampy, she 
said, " You both deceive me ; you shall come again 
on Sunday morning, and this stranger shall say 
mass. The father was going to reply, but the prin- 
cess turned her back, and bid us go home. 
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I returned to our lodging very sad and pensiver ;^ 
fhe princess's avarice made me aprprehend sbe would 
do me some ill turn; and father Zampy assured me 
that he was certain of it. I therefore^ the same 
nighty caused a pit five feet deep to be dug in bis 
apartment^ in which I placed a chest that contained 
a clock, and a boic of coral ; this was so well buried^ 
that there was not left the least sign of the ground 
having been opened, I then went into the church 
with the same design, when father Zampy advised 
me to open the grave of a Theatine^ who bad been 
buried six years before) and to dei>osit among his 
ashes a small casket I was willing to conceal; but 
hapjHly I chose to bury this casket, in which were 
12,000 gold ducats, in a comer itf the church behind 
the door, for which purpose I nnde a deep pit like 
the former. I afterwards concealed in the roof« 
over the chamber where I lodged, a sabre and a 
poignard set with precious stones* My comrade and 
I kept about us what was of the least weight and 
the greatest value; and such things as were nol 
worth a great deal we gave the Theatines to kee|^ 
for us. 

' On the 23d, after dinner, a person came in to in^ 
form father Zampy that there were two gentlemen 
at the door who asked for him. These genUemcB^ 
who were neighbours, were on horseback^ and had 
with them thirty men, horse and foot, well armed* 
My comrade and I were immediately called. I could 
not penetrate into their design; but I knew it too 
soon; for, on our coming up to them, they caused 
us to be seized, and tied by their men : teUing the 

^ The reader will form a better idea of Sir John Chardin*s 
consternation at being ordered to say mass, when he knows that 
V was not only no priest^ but that he was a Cahinist. 
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firefeet, and the other Theatines who came to salute 
(them, that if they stirred they would kill them. 
The prefect, being seized with fear, fled ; the others, 
however, would not leave us; and the lay-brother 
not only made use of all his interest in our behalf, 
but, though a sword was held up to his neck, ha 
would not abandon us. Our servants were immedi^ 
ately seized, and one of them making resi8tance« 
and defendii^ himself with a knife, was thrown 
down, and tied to a tree. They then declared, that 
they would see what treasures we had. To which 
I replied, that they must do as they pleased ; we 
were poor Capuchins^ and all our wealth consisted 
in books, pap^srs, and a few ordinary goods, which, 
if they would ofier us no violence, we would show 
them. This answer succeeded, they untied me, and 
l^id me open my chamber door. 

We had kept about us, as I have already ob-r 
served, our most precious jewels; my comrade had 
aewed his in the neck of a close coat, lined with 
fur; but I had made mine up into two smajLl pack* 
ets, which I had hid in my chest among my books ; 
not daring to carry them about me, for fear of be- 
ing roM>ed or assassinated on their account. I 
therefore desired my comrade and the lay-brother 
to take th^ two ga^UemcQ aside, and to amuse them 
by ofiering a little money, in order to give me timo 
to take the two valuable packets out of my chest, 
and to conceal them in another place. They did 
so ; I entered my chamber, and shut myself in. Tha 
gentlemen suspected my design, and went to the 
door, which I had fastened on the inside ; when my 
comrade bid me, in a low voice, be on my guard, 
as they watched me throng the cracks : this made 
me snatch the two packets out of the thatch, in 
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which I had already concealed them, for fear they 
had seen me put them there. I then put them into 
my pocket, and seeing the villians were breaking 
open the door, threw myself out of the window in- 
to the garden. In a less pressing necessity I would 
not have made that leap on any consideration ; but 
a mind seized with fear, dreads nothing but the 
first object of its apprehensions ; I ran to the bot« 
tom of the garden, and threw the two packets into 
a thicket of briars ; but was in such confusion, that 
I did not with sufficient care observe the place 
where I put them. 

I immediately returned to ipy chamber, which I 
found full of these robbers, some of whom were 
struggling with my companion, while others were 
beating with their weapons on my chests, to break 
them open. Knowing that there was now nothing 
in them of great value, I took courage, and bid 
them take care what they did, as I was sent for by 
the king of Persia, and that the prince of Georgia 
would take a severe revenge for the violence that 
was offered me. I then showed the king of Persia's 
passport, which one of the gentlemen took, and 
was going to tear it, saying, he neither feared nor 
valued any man upon earth ; but the other stopped 
him; for the writing in gold, and the gilt seal, in- 
spired him with respect. He, however, bid me open 
my chests, and said that no harm should be done 
me; but, if I made any farther resistance, they 
would sever my head from my body. I began to 
reply, instead of showing my obedience ; but this 
had like to have cost me dear ; for one of the sol- 
diers drew his sword, and was aiming it at my 
head, when the lay-brother stopped his arm. I now 
immediately opened the chests^ they began to plun«- 
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der thein^ and every thing that pleased these gen- 
tlemen were taken away. 

During the time this pillage lasted^ I leaned 
against a window, and turning my eyes away from 
these wretches^ that I might not increase my grief 
by beholding them, I cast a look into the garden, 
and there perceived two soldiers removing the 
brambles, just where I supposed I had concealed 
my two packets of jewels. I ran in a rage to the 
place, followed by one of the Theatine fathers; but 
the soldiers, I knew not why, retired as soon as they 
saw us coming towards them. I Instantly sought 
for my two packets; but the confusion I was in 
prevented my knowing the place where I had put 
them ; and my not finding them, made me certain 
that they had discovered and taken them away. 
The reader may judge, from the value of these 
packets, which amounted to 25,000 crowns, of the 
consternation with which I was seized. In the mean 
while my comrade and the lay-brother calling me 
as loud as they were able, I left the garden and ran 
into the chamber. On entering it, I was seized by 
two soldiers, who dragged me into a corner, and 
took every thing they found in my pockets, which 
was of no great value. They then seized my hands, 
and attempted to tie them. I cried out, I resisted, 
I made signs that they should lead me to their mas- 
ter. I caused the chief of the villains to be told, 
that they need not tie me, either to carry me away 
or to kill me; for I was disposed to submit with 
whatever they did with me. They replied, that 
since we were ambassadors, they would take me to 
their prince. I let them know that we would go 
without being tied, and that we hoped he would 
do us justice, as we had letters to him, to which he 
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would certainly show respect. It was late, the night 
approached, and the princess's castle was at fifteen 
miles distance^ they therefore released us^ and only 
took the servant who was tied to a tree, and whos« 
liberty I procured a fortnight after for ten ]nastres« 
As soon a^ I was out of the hands of these rob- 
bera, I went into the garden : the priest, who had 
followed rae when I went to fetch the two packets 
of jewels X had concealed, told every body in the 
house of the misfortune I believed I had sufiered^ 
and nobody doubted but that these soldiers, having 
observed me, had followed and taken what I had 
concealed among the brambles. Allaverdy, one <^ 
our Armenian valets, followed me, and to my great 
astonishment threw his arms about my neck, with 
his face bathed in tears. " Sir,*' said he, "we are 
ruined. Fear, and the common ^lisfortune, have 
made us forget what we all are/' I was at first so 
surprised, that I took him for some Mingrelian 
that was going to strangle me, and when I knew 
him, I was moved by his tenderness. '* Sir," said 
he, ** have you made a thorough search ?" " I have 
searched so much," cried I, "that I am quite sure 
0f my misfortune." He was not contented with this, 
he would have me show him the place, and the 
manner in which I concealed them. I did sc^mere- 
ly out of complaisance for the poor youfll who 
i^owed such affection ; but was so fully persuaded 
that he would lose bis labour, that I would 4U)t as- 
sist him. It was now night, and I was so uneasy 
that I knew not what I did ; but at Jength, to my 
great astonishment, Allaverdy came again to caress 
me, and gave me the two packets, which be pulled 
out of his bosom. I could not help imagining that 
the finger of Heaven was in this; and, believing 
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lK>w that I was the care of the Almighty, I became 
confident of the divine aMirtance, and entertained 
those hopes of deliverance, that have ever since 
supported me under all my distresses. 

I now went to my chamber, and told my comrade 
of my success. I found him putting our things in 
order. What they had taken consisted of clothes, 
linen, arms, brass vessels, and other things of small 
value, which did not amount to four hundred 
erowns; and we agreed to conceal the recovery <tf 
my two packets from the Theatines, that they might 
think we had little else to lose. 

The next morning the prefect of the Theatines^ 
and the lay-brother, went with me to the prince, 
and the catholicos, to demand justice; but neither 
of them could give us any satisfaction. The princo 
observed, that while the war lasted, he had but little 
authority over the nobility ; but, at another time, he 
would have done his utmost to recover what he had 
lost. The catholicos, to whom he gave a case of 
inlver-hafted knives and forks, talked in the same 
manner, and endeavoured to comfort us. They, 
however, each of them appointed a gentleman to go 
on their parts, to demand what had been taken 
from us; but their endeavours to find the robbers 
were imflectual. From them we learned that the 
princMs was concerned in the robbery, and had a 
third part of the spoils ; and that the Turks had en- 
tered Mingrelia, and were laying waste all the 
country through which they passed, with fire and 
sword. 

I was now in so resigned a disposition, that this 
news did not much move me ; the Theatines, how- 
ever, were filled with terror, and both they and we 
prepared for flight. At midnight we heard the re~ 
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port of two great gaaa, fired from the fortress of ^ 
Rucfcs^ to give notice of the approach of the enemy* 
At this signal every body began to fly: and at day- 
break we ourselves set out. I left every thing that 
had been buried, and conce^iled in the roof, and in 
other places, thinking them much safer than what 
we took with us. The Theatines had no other car- 
• riage but one cart, drawn by bullocks, and two 
horses. In the cart was carried the baggage, the 
lay-brother mounted one of the horses, and my 
comrade, who was sick, rode the other, while two 
Theatine friars and I followed on foot, accom- 
panied by all the slaves and servants. One of the 
friars staid alone, to guard the house, in which 
were a thousand things that we could not take 
away for want of carriages. I left my books, most 
of my papers, and my mathematical instruments, 
imagining that neither the Turks nor Mingrelians 
would take the trouble to remove them. The wars 
there consisting chiefly in chasing and plundering, 
the enemy soon retires. For this reason they always 
leave a person or two at each house, to prevent 
the neighbours stealing the com, wine, and other 
things that could not be carried away. These men 
are seldom surprised by the enemy, because they 
are always upon the watch, and take care to escape 
into the woods, which are not only near, but thick, 
and proper for concealment. ^ 

The place to which we retired was, a fortress in 
the woods, like those I have already described. 
The lord of the place, who was called Sabatar, was 
a Geor^an, who had been a Mahometan, and be- 
came a Christian. We arrived at his castle, after 
having proceeded five leagues through the dirt and 
mire, in which the cart was cpntinually sticking 
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fast^ 60 that it was obliged to be unloaded and 
loaded twenty times. . Meanwhile we were in con- 
tinual danger of being robbed and murdered* We 
met with a favourable reception^ and the Theatines 
telling the lord Sabatar that I would repay the 
obligations he should confer on us^ he lodged us in 
a bakehouse ; a little mean hut^ in which we were 
sheltered but little better than if we had been in 
the open courts for the rain poured in on all sides. 
Our hiaving it was, however, a great favour, as it 
prevented our being mingled with a multitude of 
miserable objects. The fortress was full of people 
before we arrived, and contained eight hundred 
persons, almost all of whom were women and 
children. 

On the 27th the prefect of the Theatines left us, 
to go to the house for some vessels and provisions 
we had left behind. I designed to have accompanied 
him, but he set out two hours before day. On enter- 
ing the house he found it full of rangers, belonging 
to the bassa and the prince of Guriel, who beat him 
with their staves, and insisted on his opening the 
church, saying he had concealed there all the trea- 
sure ; but the prefect had cast the key among the 
brambles immediately on his perceiving them, and, 
notwithstanding the ill treatment he received, he 
refused to tell where it was. At length, stripping 
%im of part of his clothes, and taking out of the 
house only such things as were most portable, they 
went away, without touching either my books or 
iny papers. However, on the 29th, a gentleman of 
Mingrelia, with thirty of his men, went thither in 
the night, and uncovered almost all the roof of my 
chamber, with the hopes of finding something I 
might have concealed. He carried off all the chests 
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that had been led, and my more cumbersome ma^ 
terials ; in shorty every thing which the Turks h^d 
left, except what was of great value, which he 
happily did not discover. This rapacious wretch 
having no light, made a fire with my papers and 
books, tearing off the covers because they were 
finely gilt ; for I had caused my best books to be 
curiously bound, before I left Paris, and this villain 
did not leave me one. 

On the 30th, in the morning, I, with the deepest 
concern, learned these particulars. We began to be 
in want of the common necessaries of life ; my ser- 
vants were reduced to despair, and we had nothing 
before our eyes, but the prospect of death or slavery. 
This made me resolve to hazard every thing, in 
order to leave Mingrelia while I had strength to 
do it. I caused guides to be every where ^sought for: 
I promised, I entreated, I made presents ; but none 
would conduct me. They told me, that men in arms 
possessed aU the passes of Imeretta, between Min- 
grelia and Georgia ; and that it would be the great- 
est folly to go thither, since we should all be cer- 
tainly made slaves. I then proposed to make the 
tour of Mount Caucasus, or to proceed along the 
sea shore ; but nobody would conduct me : for it 
can scarcely be conceived, how much afraid the 
Mingrelians are of death; no reward can induce 
them to undergo the least danger. 

Sabatar, to whom the fortress belonged, had now 
submitted to the Turks, and was not only to enjoy 
all his lands, but to have a Turkish guard for the 
security of his castle; for which he was to pay 
twenty-five slaves and eight hundred crowns, which 
he was resolved to raise among those to whom he 
granted his protection. From every family that 
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had four children, he took one; and it was a mofit 
dreadful sight, to see them torn from the arms of 
their mothers, tied two and two, and led to the 
Turks. I was taxed at twenty crowns. 

At l^igth I was constrained to take the resolu- 
tion to go by sea, that is, to take a circuit of seventy 
leagues. For that purpose I went to Anarghia, a 
village and small port, already described; and hav*- 
ing found there a Turkish felucca, I freighted her 
for Gonia, and returned to the house of the Thea- 
tines to prepare for the voyage* 

J left the castle on the 10th of November, early 
in the morning, having agreed with my comrade 
on the methods I should take, in order to deliver 
him out of Mingrelia, if it should please God to 
give me a happy voyage. I took with me 100,000 
livres in precious stones, 800 pistoles in gold, with 
a part of the baggage that remained. The jewels 
were concealed in a saddle, made in !E)urope for 
that purpose, and in a pillow. I took one of our 
servants with me, the same whom I had redeemed 
from slavery, who was a wicked, drunken fellow, 
and whom it was not safe to leave in Mingrelia. 
Father Zampy accompanied me, as he had always 
jdone, and the lay-brother also went with me to 
Anarghia. The prefect and I walked, because we 
could only hire one horse, on which was placed 
my baggage and my valet; but the lay-brother 
rode on horseback, having a horse of his own. I 
cannot express the fatigue we endured, in the two 
days we were upon the road; for it rained very 
hard, and we were obliged to wade through the 
mud, in which I commonly sunk above the knees^ 
On the night of the second day we arrived at Anar^ 
ghia, soaked through with rain. 
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On the 19th father Zampy received advice^thift 
the night before^ the church had been broke open, 
and nothing left but the bare walls ; the tomb had 
been opened^ and every thing taken out, which the 
poor Theatine, who had been left in the house, had 
buried in it. It is easy to imagine the apprehen* 
sions with which I was seized, on receiving this 
news, having left above 7000 pistoles buried in the 
church. I immediately dispatched a messenger with 
a letter to my comrade, who wrote me word, that 
they had not touched our money, and that every 
thing we had buried was safe. This news revived 
my courage, and I went to hasten the Turks, of 
whom I had hired the felucca. 

CHAP. III. 

The author leaves Anarghia. The Eaxine or Black Sea described. 
He proceeds to Gonia, then passes over Mount Caucasus, 
nrhich is described. His arrival at Teflis, and return to Min. 
greli^. Treachery of his valet. 

ON the 27th of November I left Anarghia, and 
after an hour's sailing reached the sea; for the riyer 
Langur is very rapid, and we proceeded with great 
swiftness down the stream. 

The Euxine, or Black Sea, is nearly two hundred 
leagues in length from east to west, and its greatest 
breadth, from the Bosphorus to the Borysthenes, is 
about three degrees : but the opposite end is not 
half so broad. The water of this sea appears neither 
80 clear, so green, nor so salt as the ocean, which 
probably arises from the great rivers that discharge 
themselves into it. It did not receive its name from 
the colour of the water, but from the tempests, 
which are said to be there more frequent and more 
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fbrious than in other seaa : hence the Greeks gave 
it the name of Axin, which signifies intractable ; 
and the Turks that of Cara Denguis, or the Stormy 
Sea; for cara^ which properly means black, also 
signifies stormy. 

On the 29th we reached the river Phasis, and pro- 
ceeded a mile up it to some houses, where the master 
of the felucca landed, and put some goods on shore. 
The river Phasis has its source in Mount Caucasus, 
and is now called by the people of that country the 
Rione. It is confined within a narrow bed, and runs 
with great rapidity. I sought for the great city of 
Sebasta, which geographers have placed at the mouth 
of the Phasis; but the ruins of that city, like those 
of Colchis, have no traces of them left. All that I 
observed to have any conformity with what the 
ancients have written of this part of the Black Sea 
is, that it abounds with pheasants. There are 
authors, and among others Martial, who say, that 
the Argonauts brought those birds from Greece, 
where they had never been seen before, and that 
they gave them the name of pheasants, from their 
being taken on the banks of the Phasis. This river 
separates Mingrelia from the principality of GurieJ, 
and the little kingdom of Imeretta. 

On the 30th, in the afternoon, we arrived atGonia, 
about forty miles from the river Phasis. This is a large 
square castle, built of hard rough stones of an ex- 
traordinary size, situated on a sandy bottom on the 
seanshore. It has neither ditch nor fortifications, 
and only consists of four square walls, fortified with 
two pieces of cannon, and defended by a small gar^ 
rison of janizaries. Within it are about thirty small^ 
low, inconvenient wooden houses ; and near it is % 
village that contains about the same number. 
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Here is a custom-house belonging to the grand 
seignior ; but the officers pay no respect either to 
the quality of the persons who land there, or to the 
.sultan's passports. Those who command in this 
extremity of the empire, think themselves so far 
from him that they may act with impunity. 

Oar felucca no sooner came to land than my valet 
leaped on shore, kissed the iearth, and showed the 
most extravagant and frantic signs of joy, and then 
entering the castle, left me at a time when I most 
wanted him« Soon after the custom-house officer 
and the lieutenant-governor came to see my things 
landed, and to receive the duty; they instantly let 
me know that they were informed of my being an 
European, and of all the misfortunes that had hap^ 
pened to me in Mingrelia. This surprised me ; but 
I found I was betrayed by my rascal of a valet. The 
officer of the customs asked me several questions, 
and gave orders for examining my goods; but they 
could find nothing I wanted to conceal. My saddle, 
however, weighed very heavy, and this rendered it 
su^peeted, especially as the Turkish saddles are 
extremely light. It was examined and handled on 
all sides : but being able to find nothing within it 
besides hair and wadding, they laid it down. 

Of the 800 pistoles I had brought, I carried half 
of them about me, and the other half in a wallet, 
fastened with a padlock, with some things, which 
though of small value, I knew the Turks would 
seize if they saw them. The custom-house officer 
and his janizaries being told of this wallet, ordered 
me to open it; on which I told them, that I would 
freely do it in the house, but not on the sea-shore, 
before so many men. On which the officer of the 
customs took me home with him to his house^ and 
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the lieutenant-governor went with us. The latter 
made me pay the value of one per cent, on my goods^ 
and the other five. The custom-house officer like- 
wise took twenty-two pistoles in gold, and every 
thing he liked, that was found in my wallet ; among 
the rest he got from me a pair of pistols, which were 
the only arras I had ; he, however, paid me for them, 
but gave me no more than half their value. After 
this rapacious behaviour he invited me to lodge 
with him; but I could not help expressing my as- 
tonishment, that he, who had unjustly made me . 
pay a duty for the gold and silver I brought, should 
immediately assume the mask of friendship; but he 
vindicated what he had done, renewed his invita* 
tion, and even promised to supply me with a guard 
to protect my baggage, and conduct me over the 
mountains. But though he renewed his entreaties, 
and, as I afterwards found, really meant me well, 
yet I was afraid of accepting his invitations, for 
fear he should take that opportunity of causing my 
saddle and my clothes to be more narrowly examined. 
It was almost night when I left thi$ offic^j^f the 
customs, who was sJso governor of the territory of 
Gonia. My valet had carried my baggage to the 
place where the men who came with \s lodged. 
This was a wretched cottage, which admitted the 
air on all sides, and was as dirty and stinking as 
possible. I then received many compliments of 
condolence, if I may use the term, for all the men 
appeared sorry for my loss, and blamed me for not 
letting them keep the wallet for me; their goods 
paying no duty. While I was eating a piece of a 
biscuit, a janizary came to tell my valet that the 
lieutenant-governor wanted him: my valet went, 
and an hour after the same janizary came for me. I 
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found the lieutenant and ray valet sitting together 
both drunk. Having obliged me to eat and drinfei 
the lieutenant demanded 200 ducats, as due to his 
master from all Christian church-men -who came 
there; this occasioned a long dispute: I attempted 
to retire but was detained by force, and threatened to 
be put in irons : I was at last glad to escape by 
paying a hundred ducats to the lieutenant, and four 
to the janizaries ; but this was not all, the lieute- 
nant obliged me to entreat him to accept of the 
money, and to swear that I would not complain 
of him. ^ 

The next morning, the officer of the customs 
sent a party of soldiers to my miserable lodgings, to 
examine again my saddle, and to search me : but 
though they filled me with the greatest uneasiness, 
they could make no discovery. After this, I was al- 
lowed two men to carry my baggage, and a Turk 
to conduct me as far as Acalzika; he also gave me 
a passport, and advised, that I and my valet should 
wear a white turban, in order to be treated with the 
greater Pt^pect. This I did, and set out at eight 
o'cSljSc-i^^yi the niorning, transported with joy at 
leavin^X^o, wicked and dangerous a place, and at 
having uo^iing more to fear. I then began to feel 
some peaii^c of mind. For five months past I had 
suffered tjie jnost dreadful agitations; insult, sla- 
very, raatfigge, the loss of my substance and liberty, 
during ^11 this time, distracted my mind by turns, 
and ^ thousand real evils had kept me under the 
deepest dejection. I now ascended Mount Cauca- 
sus with sk lightness which surprised my porters ; 
for the body is literally light when the heart is 
eased of a heavy load. This is true without a figure ; 
for I seemed to have been delivered from the weight 
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of a mmuitain* We kept eonsta^Uy iiseending^, fre- 
qiientlj 00 near the mOst frightful precipices^ thai 
it Dras impossible to avpid being struck with terror; 
« aad in eight days, after performing a journey of 
thirty- six leagues, on the 8tb ctf December reached 
the top of Mount Caucasus. 

Asia is divided by a chain of mountains, the three 
highest of which have been named Tauru9> tmaus, 
and Caucasus. The first advances farthest into Asia^ 
and the whole chain, in general, is called by the 
name of Mount Taurus. Caucasus is the highest 
and the most difficult of access. When I passed it^ 
it was entirely covered with snow, and my con- 
ductors were, in many places, obliged to clear it 
away with shovels^ The top, which is eight league^ 
over, is perpetually covered with it. I passed th^ 
night of the 7th and 8th in the midst of the snow^ 
where I caused some fir-trees to be cut down, and 
lay upon the boughs by the side of a great fire. On 
our arrival at the top, my conductors made long 
prayers to their images, to do us the favour to pre* 
vent a wind ; and, indeed, if it had been high, we 
should doubtless have been buried in the snow, for^ 
as it is as small as dust, a little wind fiUs the air 
with it. The horses sunk so often into holes covered 
by it, that I often thought we should lose them. I 
T almost constantly walked, and did not ride above 

eight leagues in crossing this frightful mountain^ 
which is thirty-six leagues over. 

During the two last days I seemed in the clonds, 
n:ot being able to see twenty paces before me. The 
firs, it is true, with which the top of the mountain 
is covered, tend greatly to obstruct the view. On 
descending I saw the clouds move under my feet. 

Mount Caucasus is fertile almost to the top, and 
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its sides abound in honey^ eorn> fruits, h(^s and 
large cattle. The vines twine about the trees, and 
rise to such a height, that the inhabitants cannot 
gather the fruit from the upper branches. There 
site many streams of excellent water, and a great 
number of villages. It was the time of vintage, and 
I found both the grapes and the new and old wine 
excellent. The peasants live in cabins built of wood, 
each family having four or five of them, and in the 
Centre of the largest they make a great fire, which 
serves for all the cottages around it. The women 
grind the corn as often as they want bread, and bake 
the dough on round stones, about a foot in diameter, 
and hollowed two or three fingers deep. The stone 
being well heated, they put the dough into it, and 
cover it with hot ashes and burning embers. I lodged 
at the house of a peasant, of whom I hired horses, 
and men to carry my baggage. The Turk, my 
conductor, caused me to be as well served as the 
place would permit. The natives supplied us with 
fowls, eggs, pulse, wine and fruit in abundance, for 
which nothing was demanded ; and my conductor 
hindered me even from making them any present 
in return. 

The inhabitants are, for the .most part. Christians 
of the Georgian church. They have very fine com- 
plexions, and I have seen among them very beautiful 
women. They are infinitely better accommodated 
than the Mingrelians. 

On the 9th I proceeded five leagues across a fer- 
tile plain, and at night arrived at Acalzika. This ii 
a fortress built in a hollow between near twenty 
little hills. It has a double wall and towers, with 
ancient battlements on the top; but it has very few 
guns. On these eminences are about four hundred 
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houses, all of them lately built; the^nly ancient 
buildings are two Armenian churches. The town is 
inhabited by Turks^ Armenians, Georgians, Greeks, 
and Jews. The Christians have churches, and the 
Jews a synagogue. There is also a small caravan- 
sera, built of wood, as are most of the houses in the 
place. The river Kur, or Cyras, passes near it ; it 
has its source in Mount Caucasus, and at length 
discharges itself into the Black Sea. The bassa of 
Acalzika lodges in the fortress, and the principal 
officers and militia dwell in the neighbouring vil^ 
lages. 

On the 13th I set out from Acalzika, proceeding 
to the east, and having gone three leagues, found 
the plain of Acalzika contract, and the mountains 
approach each other, so that the plain is not more 
than half a league in breadth. It has there a strong 
Turkish castle, built on a rock on the side of the 
river Kur. The foot of this rock is encircled by a 
double wall, and about it is a little town, named 
Usker, between the fortress and the opposite moun- 
tain. Two leagues from thence we ascended a 
mountain that separates Persia from the dominions 
of the Turks, and then proceeded along the side 
of it. Upon this mountain are many villages; at its 
foot runs the Kur, and we there saw the ruins of 
several castles, fortresses and churches, vestiges of 
the former grandeur of the Georgians, and of the 
conquests of the Turks and Persians, 

The two following days we passed through the 
delightful plain of Surham, by a large village, with 
a fortress of the same name. This plain is covered 
with little woods, villages, small eminences, houses 
of pleasure, and small castles of the Georgian lords. 
Thijs fine country is entirely cultivated. \Ve then 
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j^asded over armounfaiii^ leaving on the right a city^ 
ivhich has now no more than 500 inhabited houses^ 
though formerly it was said to have had 12^000^ and 
to have been the see of a bishop, 

I now approached Gory, and went directly to the 
house of the CapUehins, who are Italian missionaries 
of the congre^tion de propaganda fide, to whom I 
had letters of recommendation. I related to those 
iathers the misfortunes I had suffered in Mingrelia, 
and my being obliged to leave there the things I 
had brought for the king of Persia ; that I was come 
into Georgia in search of assistance, entreating them 
to give it to me, They assured me ihat they would 
do every thing in their power to serve me, as soon 
as they received the orders of their prefect, who 
was at Teflis, the capital of Georgia. They gave 
me such reasons for going thither, that I resolved 
to set out immediately ; and having hired a horse 
for me, the .superior directed a lay-brother, named 
Angelo de Viterbo, to accompany me. 

This lay-brother was both an honest man, and au 
able physician and surgeon, on which account he 
was much respected and esteemed. He was well ac- 
quainted with the li^nguage and country, and being 
endowed with much good sense, courage and pa- 
tience, I could not have a better companion. 

In two days we arrived at Teflis. The lay-brother 
led me to the convent of the Capuchins, where I 
immediately told the prefect the cause of my journey, 
and gave him my letters of recommendation. He 
was sopn sensible of the necessity oi attempting to 
recover what I had left there. It was agreed to say 
I was a Theatine, who had been sent to beg assistance 
of the Capuchins; and they were to. send one of 
tlieir companions with me, in order to bring them 
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tway» on account of their being reduced to the 
greatest distress by the ivar. 

This was no sooner determined than I prepared 
for the journey ; I took out of my saddle and pillow 
the jewels I had concealed^ and committed them to 
the care of the prefect. We thought we should 
never have been able to hire horses; but, by the 
means of money, we gained over two men, and gave 
security for their horses and clothes, in case they 
should be robbed of them. I also dismissed my valet, 
after I had expostulated with him on the numerous 
instances of treachery of which he had been guilty. 
I paid him for the whole time he had served me, and 
exhorted him to amendment ; but this mildness had 
no effect, and the reader will jsee the dangerous snare 
he laid for me, 

On the ^h of December I set out with brother 
Aiigelo and a Georgian belonging to the Capuch^ns^ 
who had frequently been at Colchis and all the 
neighbouring countries, and whom the prefect re- 
commended as a person in whom I might place the 
greatest confidence. We were only five men with 
four horses. Brother Angelo and 1 mounted two; 
the two others carried provisions, and every where 
we reported, that we were going in search of the 
Theatines of Mingrelia. We again passed moun? 
tains covered with snow, and at length arrived at 2^ 
village named Sesano, situated in the finest part of 
the country of Imeretta. 

The aunt to the king of Imeretta being sick, and 
hearing that a Capuchin was arrived at the village, 
sent for him ; the missionaries being, in these coun- 
tries, taken for physicians, and indeed they all prac- 
tise physic. Brother Angelo went to her, and was 
}D1 hop^ ojf making this eyent turn to o^r advan? 
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tage. Two hours after he left iis^ a Capuchin of 
Gory arrived to inform us, that the yalet I had dis- 
missed had been at Gory, and discovered all he 
knew of toy enterprise ; swearing to ruin me, and 
he was gone nobody knew whither. This greatly 
alarmed me, and having given the Capuchin a 
thousand thanks, I prevailed on him to accom- 
pany me* 

The next day we proceeded five leagues through 
9 plain, which contains many villages and woods ; 
leaving on our right the fortress of Scander, said 
by the natives to have been built by Alexander the 
Great. We afterwards passed by Chicaris, a village 
that contains fifty houses, and took up our lodging 
at the distance of a league from it, where we were 
obliged to stay two days; our carriers refusing to. 
proceed farther. The news of the war made their 
hearts fail them; and they were seized with the 
dread of being led to death or slavery, To rais^ 
their courage, we told them that they had nothing 
to fear ; that we were well informed of every thing ; 
that we had our lives and goods to preserve as well 
as they, and t;hat we would answer for the safety of 
their horses and persons. One of them spoke for 
the rest, ai;iil de?ired nje to give them a writing, by 
which I would engage to buy them, in case they 
should be taken for slavey, or give que hundred and 
twenty crowns to their wives, if they should die. 
This I readily granted, and making thepi also other 
great promises, prevailed on the to to proceed. 

The next day we reached Cotatis, and lodged at 
the house of the bishop, who was not at home, but 
his officers gave us a very kind reception. Cotatis 
U built at the foot of a hill, on the banks of the ri> 
ver Phasis^ and contains about two hundred house«. 
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At St little distance are those of the lord?, and the 
king's palace. The town has neither fortifications 
nor walls. On a higher hill on the other side of the 
river, opposite the town, is the fortress of Cotatis, 
which has a high double wall, strengthened with 
towers. 

I stayed at the town all the next day, when, 
while I was at dinner with the two Capuchins, the 
carriers and my guide being also, according to the 
custom of the country, at table with us, I saw the 
rogue of a valet enter, with an Armenian and a 
priest. I was not much surprised at seeing him, 
for my apprehensions kept him constantly in my 
thoughts. The villain entered with fury in his 
looks, and seated himself by my men, without be- 
ing asked. This insolence offended me, and I asked 
from whence he came. He replied, from Acalzika, 
whence he had come in two days. I asked if the 
way was so easy, and the mountains so little covered 
with snow^ that he could cross them in so short a 
time. " The way is the worst in the world,'' he cried, 
"and the mountains are covered with snow, like those 
we passed in coming to Gonia. You shall see, for 
you must come to Acalzika; I have orders from 
the bassa to bring you to that town/' " You must 
have force to carry me thither," said I, '* for I have 
no business there. You are ill-advised; you know 
I paid you at Tefiis; and, if you are not satisfied, 
you ought to make known your demands; for 
without going so far as Acalzika on so trifling an 
affair, there are sufficient numbers at Cotatis ca- 
pable of deciding it." This I spoke with the great- 
est mildness possible. But the villain turned with 
a furious air to his companion, and bid him bring 
in the Turks. He went out immediately ; but thi^ 
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was only an artifice to terrify me : I was, indeed, 
extremely frighted, and thought myself lost. The 
priest of Cotatis was ignorant of what passed, be* 
canse we talked in the Turkish tongue; but being 
informed by father Angelo of the nature of the dis- 
pute, and the equity of my proposal, he immediately 
interested himself in the affair, and, with several 
Georgians, pressed the fellow to agree to so rea- 
sonable an offer ; but the more they said, the mor» 
insolent and abusive he grew. Till at last, losing 
ail patience, I struck at him with my sword ; but 
they stopped my hand, and the villain fled in a great 
fright. 

The next day, which was the 2d of January, 
brother Angelo set out with all the horses and men 
1 had brought from Teflis, while I returned to 
Chicaris with the Capuchin, where we proposed to 
wait till his return. 

I had continued there a fortnight^ when one 
morning I was agreeably awakened by my comrade. 
He told me that brother Angelo, with the men and 
horses, arrived at Sipias on the 19th, when, to his 
great joy, he heard of my arrival at Teflis, and that 
I was then waiting for him near Cotatis. He in- 
stantly prepared for the journey, dug up the chests, 
and took out of the roof of the house half of what 
we had concealed there, and having staid till the 
11th, to rest the horses, set out, leaving the re- 
mainder of the treasure to the care of the most 
faithful of our valets, not daring to run the hazard 
of losing the whole at once. 

Having proceeded thus far, he added : *^ Don't 
be frighted at what I am going to relate, every 
thing goes well. On Saturday the 14th we happily 
arrived at Cotatis, and brother Angelo took me t^ 
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ih^ bifikop'B hoQse* I did not kiunr of the menace* 

luade you by the Talet you had dismUsed, till yes^ 

terday ; if I had I should not have stopped at Co^ 

tatis. Father Angelo and our men^ nerer once 

|;hinking of him, entreated me on Sunday morning 

to tf »y till noon, in order to refresh oarsdyes a little 

alieir oar fatigues. I consented ; but while we were 

^t dinner, the rogue of a yalet entered with twenty 

jamzari^. 'Where is my master?' he cried with a 

loud yoice : 'he attempted to kill me, and has not 

jKiid me; but I will certainly pay him/ He then 

looked about for you; but not Ending you, he eli^ 

tered atiother room, with the hopes of finding you 

-concealed there* I followed him, entreated him not 

to ruin us, and told him, that if my comrade had 

4^sed him ill, of had not p?id him, t was not au'^ 

Bwerable for it: but that, let his demands be what 

they would, I would p^y him immediately, if ha 

would but send away the Turks. He answered^ 

thajit he agreed to this, and when he h&d dismissed 

them, he wofild come to me again^ 

'' He then returned to the haU, find showii^ bro« 
thejr Angelo to the janizaries, bid them take that 
loan to the goyemor of the fortress. He wajs in^ 
Btantly seized. The janizaries looked around to see 
if there was any thing they coul4 steal, ^nd casting 
their eyes on our two cloaks, c^ar^ried th^m ofil 
These wei:e all they seized ; ,they took nc^e of my 
arms, nor the bags I carried attpUit me, in whidi 
were gold and precious stones to the yalue pf 
40,000 crowns. The moment J saw the janizaries 
oat of the house, I sent a yalet to follow hrother 
Angelo, and conjured the carriers to fly with ui 
immediately. We saddled, and loaded our hprses in 
jan instant, and, thank !&pd, arrived h? r^ sip jsafety, 
VQL vii. 3 a 
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irith every thin^ I brdught from Mingrelia ; hat* 
ing last nothing but what the janizaries have takeAi 
ivhich is scarcely worth two pistoles^^* 

It is impossible to express the joy I felt on thi* 
Occasion. The Capuchin went immediately to the 
bishop and the queen, to complain to them both^ 
and to desire them to procure the deliverance of fa-^ 
ther Angelo; and having now obtained more 
hdrsed, my comrade set out on his return to Min- 
grelia, with five men, to take away the rest of the 
treasure, while I^ with the Capudhin and three men^ 
took the way to Teflis. But being arrived at Gory, 
I sent the Capuchin with a sum of money to Cota^ 
tis, in order to purchase th^ release of father 
Angelo. 

On th6 Evening of the 6th Of February My com- 
rade arrived at Teflis, with the remainder of the 
treasure, and the valets I had left in Colchis, to- 
gether w'ith a Theatine father, and brother Angelo : 
as soon as I had embraced them, the latter drew 
me aside, to tell me the sequel of his adventure* 

" You have heard,'* said he, " in what manned 
yoilr perfidious valet had me seized by the janiza- 
ries. The governor of the fortress of Cotatis had 
sent them, on his representing that you owed him 
three hundred crowns ; that you were an ambassa- 
dor ^ that you were going into Mingrelia in search 
of the treasures you had left there, and that in your 
person he would obtain a prize that would enrich 
him for ever. The villain pressed the janizaries 
who conducted me to the fortress, to bind me and 
use me ill ; but there was among them a renegado 
Italian, who caused me to be treated more mildly. 
I walked along as slowly as possible^ and amused 
them^ to giye your comrade time to fly; for I did 
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not doubt but that he would take that 8tep. When 
they had brought me before the governor^ he asked 
the TiUaiu, if I was his master ; he replied^ that I 
was not, and that he could not find him; but that 
I certainly knew where he was. The governor then 
examined me about you ; I told him I did not know 
where you were; but that whep you left me, you 
designed to go to Teflis. He then asked me inany 
questions about your quality, and told me, that I 
should pay the three hundred crowns it was prer 
tended you owed, I replied, that you were, a poor 
friar, who had taken the trouble to give me notice 
of the miserable state to which those of your ordef 
were reduced in Mingrelia; and upon this I was 
going 4;o visit them. That this was all I knew of 
you, and that every body at Cqtatis, from the king 
to the meanest of his subjects, knew that | made ft 
profjpssion pf poverty. 

^'IJpoii this the governor ordering me to be 
searched, they found the girdle you had given me^ 
-wherein was seven pistoles; but the jewels you 
had wrote to your comrade to give me, I had happily 
not received. The governor then cried, 'Wretch, 
where are the riches thou hast promised me ; hast 
thou brought t)iis poor man to mock me ? Thou 
art a villain, and V\l order thee to be bastinadoed 
to death.' *My lord,* replied he, trembling, 'these 
riches are in the hands of my masteir's comrade, 
who is at the bishop's.' 'Dog as thou art, returned 
the governor, \^hy hast thou pot brought him 
then? Go and fetch htm.' He wept with the jani- 
SMiries. I was drisadfuUy afraid that he would find 
him ; but my fear was turned into joy, whep re- 
turning, the janizaries reported he ^as fled. Tho 
govempr flew into a rage against your yalet, who 
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Appeared confounded. I then related the ill officei 
he had done you, and how generously you had paid 
hini Ills wages, 

*'At night the governor invited me to supper, 
and learning that I was a physician, made me visil 
some soldiers in the fortress, to whom I administered 
remedies. The next day the queen and bishop sent 
two gentlemen to the governor to demand my re- 
lease, and at noon there came two others from ^ 
great lord of the country, whose lady being ill, and 
hearing that I was confined in the fortress for debt, 
paid the governor twenty-five crowns for my dis- 
charge; and I was released, notwithstanding the 
clamours of the valet, who said that you would give 
a thousand crowns, rather than leave me there, I 
now went to visit the lady, and a few days after, 
father Justin arrived at Chicaris, where hearing 
that I was with this lord, he came to me, restored 
the twenty-five crowns, and we went together to 
Chicaris, Two days after your comrade arrived, 
with the remains of what had been left in Min^ 
grelia. He told us the way he had taken to avoid 
coming near Cotatis ; and that he had heard the 
rogue of a valet was confined in the fortress, and, 
probably, would not escape without due chastise- 
ment/' 

It w^s lat^, but my comrade and I could not go 
to supper till after we had some discourse on the 
happy success of our labours. We could not Iteve 
hoped thus to save every thing, when we weresurr 
rounded with dangers that made ns dread the loss 
of all; yet our losses in this fatal journey had 
amounted to no more than aboqt one per cent. 
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CHAP. IV. 

A descriptioD of Georgia, and of the manners of the inhabitants; 
the capital citj, Teflis, described. Sir John Chardin proceeds 
to Diljjan, and thence to Iriyan, which, with the castoms and 
manners of the inhabitants is described. He travels to Nac- 
chivan, Abrener^ Julfa, and laarus to Ispahan. 

GEORGIA, by which I would be understood 
to mean the whole country of that name subject to 
Persia, is bounded on the east by Circassia and 
Russia, on the west by Armenia Minor, on tiie south 
by Armenia Major, and on the north by die Black 
Sea, and that part of Mingrelia called Imeretta. 
This is, in my opinion, the whole country the an* 
cients distinguished by the name of Iberia. It hai 
many woods and mountains, that inclose large and 
beautiful plains; but the middle part, which ii 
watered by the river Kur, the ancient Cyrus, is the 
most fertile. The natives call themselves Carthueli ; 
and, it is said the Greeks gave them the name 0i 
Georgoi, whieh, in their language, signifies La* 
bourers. 

The air of Georgia is dry ; very cold in winter, 
and hot in summer. The fine weather does not begin 
till the month of May ; but then it lasts till th? 
end of November. The inhabitants are, therefore^ 
obliged to water the earth ; by which means it pro- 
duces all sorts of grain and fruit in the greatest 
profusion. The bread is as good as any in the 
world. The fruits are excellent, and of ail sorts: 
no part of Europe produces finer or better tasted 
pears and apples; nor any part of Asia more excel* 
lent pomegranates. The cattle are extremely nii- 
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merous, atid very good. The wild-boar$ arc as 
common and as delicate as in Mingrelia; and the 
con^mon people live almost entirely upon swine, 
which are seen all over the country, and their flesh 
is not only palatable, but very wholesome. The 
wild fowl are incomparable, and of all sorts. The 
Caspian Sea, which is near Georgia^ and the Kur^ 
which runs through it, afford the greatest plenty of 
tea and fresh- water fish. 

In no other country do the inhabitants drink so 
much, or such excellent wine. The vines grow 
about the trees as in Mingrelia, and great quan* 
tities of wine are sent from Teflis into Armenia, ' 
Media, and to Ispahan. A horse load> which is thre^ 
bundted weight, sells for about the value of eight 
shillings : this is the price of the best sort, for the 
ordinary wine does not sell fpr more than half as 
much. Georgia also produces gre^t quantities of 
silk, which is eijcport^d to Turkey and the qeigh- 
bouring countries. 

The Georgians are the handsomest people not 
only in the East, but, I believe, in the whole world ; 
1 never pbserved an ordinary person of either sex 
in this country, and I Jiave seen some that hs^ve 
been quite angelical. * Nature has given most of the 
women such graces as are no where else to be seen; 
and it is impossible to behold, without loving them. 
They are tall, easy, not encuipbered with fat, and 
have slender waists : but they injure their beauty 
with paint, which they use as an ornament, in the 
same manner as jewels and rich clothes are worn 
among 'US, 

The Georgians have naturally much wit, and, had 
they a proper education, might possibly be distin- 
g^i|ishe4 by their leanupg, ^i^d their skill ifi the arts 
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atid sciences ; but the neglect of all instructioti, and 
the force of ill example, render them ignorant^ dU^ 
honest, and extremely vicious. They will, with th^ 
greatest efTrontery, deny what they have said and 
done, and assert and vindicate the most notorious 
falsehoods. They are irreconcileable in their hatred^ 
and never forgive ; but then they are not easily dis- 
Ipleased, and never conceive a perpetual hatred 
Ivithout just cause of anger. They are addicted 
to drunkenness and lu:itury, which are not even 
esteemed crimes. The women are no less vicious 
than the men; their desires are warm, and they ate 
even more to blame than the other sex, for that tor- 
rent of impurity that overflows the country. The 
Georgians are also great usurers. In other respects 
they are civil, friendly, and appear with great 
gravity. Their manners and customs are a mixture 
of those of most of the nations that surround them. 
This, I believe, proceeds from the commerce they 
carry on with many different countries, and from 
the liberty every one enjoys in Georgia, of living 
according to his own religion and customs, and of 
freely defending them. Here you see Armenians, 
Greeks, Turks, Persians, Indians, Tartars, and Mos- 
covites. The Armenians are even 'more numerous 
than the Georgians themselves ; they are also more 
rich, and fill most of the inferior posts and employ- 
ments of the state; but the Georgians are more 
powerful, more vain, and ostentatious. The diffe* 
rence between their dispositions, manners and belief^ 
has caused a reciprocal hatred. They naturally 
abhor each other, and never intermarry. The 
Georgians, in particular, consider the Armenians in 
much the same light as that in which many Euro- 
peans behold the Jews. 
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The habit of theGeorgisins is almost like that of 
the Poles : they wear their bonnets like theirs ; their 
vests are open at the breast, and fastened with but- 
tons and loops ; their covering for the legs and feet 
resembles that of the Persians, and the habit of the 
women is entirely Persian. 

The houses of the great, and all the public edi- 
fices, are erected on the same models as those in 
Persia. They build very cheap, for they have wood, 
stone, plaister and lime in abundance. They ake 
imitate the Persians in their manner of sitting, lying 
and eating. 

The nobility exercise the most tyrannical power 
over their vassals, whom they oblige to work for 
them whole months together, and as often as tiiey 
please, without giving them either pay or food. 
They think they have a right to their substance, 
liberty and lives ; they take their children and seU 
them, or keep them as slaves : but they seldom sell 
any, especially women, who are above twenty year« 
of age. 

The Georgians are almost as ignorant with respect 
to religion as the Mingreli^ns. Both these countri^ 
received the knowledge of Christianity in the fourth 
-century, from a woman of Iberia, who embraced the 
Christian religion at Constantinople ; and both have 
jiow lost the spirit of it. There are many bii^q[)S 
in Georgia, besides the catholicos or patriarch. The 
vprince, though of the Mahometan religion, com- 
roonly :fills the vacant sees, and generally chcKises 
his own relations ; even the catholicos is his brother. 
The churches in the towns are kept in decent 
order, but in the country they are very dirty. The 
Georgians, like other Christians situated to the 
north and the west of them^ have a strange custom 
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6f building; iHost of their c^iurches on the top of 
moontains, in distant and almost imiccesBible places : 
they see tad salute them at three or four leagues 
distance, but they hardly erer go to them ; and it is 
certain that most of them are not opened once in 
ten years. They build thetn, and then abandon them 
to the injuries of the weather, and to the birds. The 
reason of this custom I could never discover.. 

Most of the Georgian lords make an outward pro^ 
fession of the Mahometan religion; some to gain 
employments at court, or pensions from the state^ 
others to obtain the honour of marrying their 
daughters to tlie prince, or only to introduce them 
to the service of his women. There are some of 
these base nobles, who will, themselves, lead the 
jnost beautiful of their daughters to the prince, for 
which they are rewarded by a post in the govern* 
f»ent, or a pension. 

Georgia has but four fortified towns, Teflis, Gory^ 
6uram and Aly, of which the former is the capital 
of the province. It is situated at the foot of a moun- 
tain, and by it runs the river Kur. Th^ city is sur- 
. rounded with handsome, strong walls, except on the 
river-side, and extends from north to south. It has 
a large fortress on the declivity of the mountain, 
where the garrison consists only of native Persians. 
Here is a public square, an arsenal, and a market. 
The prince of Georgia is obliged to pass through 
this fortress, when he goes, according to custom, 
without the gates of the city, to receive the letters 
and jNresents sent him by the king of Persia; be- 
cause the city has no other entrance on the road 
from Persia, but through this fortress; and the 
prince never passes through it, without apprehen- 
iioiis that the governor has secret orders to seize 
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his person. Teflis has fourteen chnrches^ whiih W 
a great number in a country where there is so little 
devotion. Six of these belong to the Georgians, 
and the remainder to the Armenians; The cathedral, 
which is called Sion, is situated on the bank of the 
.riyer^ and id entirely built with hdwn stones. It is 
ah ancient building, very entire, and has four naves. 
In the middle is a large dome, supported by four 
massy pillars. The great altar is in the centre of 
the nave facing the east* The inside is filled with 
modern Greek paintings, executed by such wretched 
hands, that it is extremely difficult to discover what 
they are intended to represent. To this edifice joins 
the bishop's palace, and the principal churches ei 
the Georgians. 

Though this city belongs to the empire of Persia, 
and is governed by a prince who professes the Ma-- 
hometan religion, it has not one mosque. The Per* 
sians have, indeed, made use of their utmost endea- 
vours to build them, but have never been able to 
accomplish it ; for the people immediately rose in 
arms, pulled down the work, and beat the work- 
men. The princes of Georgia were glad of these 
seditions, though they pretended the contrary; for 
having abjured the Christian religion only to obtain 
the vicetoyaltyi they were not willing to consent to 
the establishment of Mahometanism. The Georgians 
are naturally mutinous, fickle, and brave; and be- 
ing situated near the Turks, the Persians have not 
been willing to come to extremities with them; 
hence Teflis and all Georgia are allowed the liberty 
of preserving their religion. They use bells in their 
ohurdhes; they daily sell pork in the market, and 
wine is sold at the comers of the streets. 

The public buildings of Teflis make a handsome 
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appearance ; they are of stone^ and kept in good 
order, particularly the bazars and caravanseras. 
The palace of the prince is one of the principal 
ornaments of the city. It has grand saloons, which 
open upon the river, and front very extensive gar- 
dens. There are aviaries filled with a great number 
of birds of di£ferent kinds, and a very noble falconry. 
Before the palace is a large square, which is sur- 
rounded with shops ; and opposite the gate of the 
palace is the grand bazar, from the upper end of 
which the square and the front of the palace appear 
in a beautiful perspective. In the neighbourhood 
of the city are many pleasure-houses and fine 
gardens. 

/On the 10th, the prefect of the Capuchins in- 
formed the viceroy of my arrival ; which, indeed, 
could not be concealed from a prince, who knows 
the most trifling things that happen at Teflis : but 
I was desirous of seeing him, and presenting the 
passports of the king of Persia, addressed to all the 
governors of provinces, to whom I was strongly re- 
commended ; for I had no doubt but at the sight of 
these orders he would give me a good reception, and 
an escort to conduct me out of his dominions. This 
prince, who is called Chanavas Khan, told the pre- 
fect I was welcome, and that I should do him a 
favour to come and see him as soon as I could. On 
the 13th he sent a gentleman tq inform me, that as 
he was entering on a week of rejoicing, every day 
during which he should give a public entertainment 
to his whole court, he invited me to come. The 
Capuchins entreated my comrade and I to dress as 
well as possible, and, on their account, to make a 
noble present to the prince. To this I agreed, being 
vjsry glad of an opportunity of showing my gra-i 



36fl TRAVELS THROUGH MINGRELIA 

titude for the important services I had receive^ 
from them. 

It was near noon when^ we went to the palace, 
accompanied by the prefect, and one of the commu^ 
nity» named father JLaphael. The prince was in a 
hall about a hundred feet long and forty broads built 
on the bank of the river, with an open front on that 
side. The ceiling was covered with mosaic work, 
and supported by a number of pillars between twenty- 
five and thirty feet in height, painted and gilt ; the 
whole room was covered with rich tapestry. The 
prince and the principal nobility were placed near 
three fires, which, with several pans of coals, suf- 
ficiently heated the room. Chanavas Khan causetf 
himself to be saluted like the king of Persia, by 
kneeling at two or three paces distance, and bowing 
the head three times successively to the floor. But 
this is dispensed with in regard to the Europeans, 
and I saluted him without kneeling. Two gentle- 
men in waiting afterwards led me to my place, but 
I would not sit above the Capuchins, for 1 was glad 
of an opportunity of doing them honour. ' 

While I was bowing, a gentleman at the docur of 
tiie haU took my letters patent from the king of 
Persia, v^'bich I held in my band, and the present 
for the prince, which I had brought, and had ranged 
in a large silver bowl. The prince opened the patent, 
put it to his mouth, then to his forehead, and gave 
it to his first minister to tell him the contents: 
afterwards he looked at the present, which was 
placed at his feet, with much curiosity imd pleasure. 
It consisted of a large watch in a silver case, chased 
and gilt; a crystal mirror mounted in silver; a gold 
box enamelled, to hold [mIIs of opii^m, which most 
qf the Persians take seyeral times in the day ; a very 
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best case of surgeon's instmments, and knives with 
curioas handles. 

The first minister, after having read the patent, 
in a low voice, told the prince what it contained. 
All the great men admired the words wrote in gold, 
and the flowered work in the margin, which was 
yery large* It was one sheet of paper, two feet and 
e half long, and thirteen or fourteen inches broad« 
Besides the writing in gold, there were words *m 
blue, and others in red ; thus the principal words 
and sentences were distinguished, while the rest 
were wrote in black. 

In bowing to the viceroy I spoke not a word, nor 
did he move. A moment after I was seated, he sent ' 
me half a large loaf, which stood before him, iipoQ 
« gilt dish, and ordered me to be told, that I was 
welcome. A little after he sent to ask me, how the 
!&rar went on between the Turks and the Poles. 

I shall not deacribe the order and magnificence 
of this feast ; I shall only say, that a great deal of 
wine was drunk, and that a prodigious quantity of 
meat was eateii. We arose from table, after having 
sat three hours; and the roast me^t was not yet 
broqght in. We made a low bow to t}ie prince, on 
iOur retiring, when he sent again to tdl us, we wer0 
Welcome, and ordered us to be conducted home. 

On the l^h the prince invited us to the marr 
liage of his niece, which was performed at the pa^ 
lace. I went there with the prefect, and father 
{Raphael, one of the Capuchins; but the marriage 
ceremony was almost over before we arrived. It 
was celebrated in the grand saloon, where we had 
^ined before, and, being full of ladies, no men were 
admitted but the prince and his near relations. 

On the ^h, | desired the prefect and fiithe|r 
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Raphael to return thanks to the prince for the ho« 
nours he had conferred upon me, and to desire him 
to grant me an officer to conduct me as far as Iri- 
van, the capital of Armenia Major ; to which the 
prince readily agreed. He professed to entertain an 
esteem for the Europeans, and that he should be 
glad to have a number of them settled in Georgia; 
and added, that if they came thither for the sake 
of trade, he would grant them all the advantages 
they could desire ; and, that as his country extend* 
ed to the Black Sea, they would find their advan- 
tage in travelling through it to the East-Indies. 

On the 28th of February we left Teflis; the 
next day we proceeded eight leagues through a 
beautiful plain, to the town of Cuprikent, or the 
Village of the Bridge. The town consists of about 
one hundred and fifty houses, and the bridge, which 
joins two mountains that are separated by the riveri 
is supported by four unequal arches, that rise from 
two irregular masses of rock found in the river. 
Those at the two ends open on.each side, and are 
hollowed out into small chambers, or porticoes, for 
the accommodation of passengers: an arch near the 
middle of the river has an opening on each side, 
with two chambers at the ends, and two large co- 
vered balconies, where the people may enjoy the 
fresh air during the heat of summer. You here 
descend by two flight c^ stairs, which are cut down 
from the arch. 

The three following days we passed over high 
mountains, difficult of access, and arrived on the 
4th of March at Dilyjan, a, town consisting of 
about three hundred houses, situated on a river that 
runs at the foot of a high and frightful mountain, 
which, as well as tJbie others we had passed^ forms a 
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|iart of Mount Taurus. On these high mountains 
we were much incommoded by the snow and cold ; 
but there is every where to be found abundance of 
water, and here and there are small fertile plains. 
The goodness of the soil, and the number of the 
Tillages, are almost incredible; some of these are 
on points of land, so high that the passengers be- 
low can scarcely see them^ Most of them are inha- 
bited by Georgian and Armenian Christians ; but 
they are not intermixed, for they are such enemies, 
that they will not dwell together in the same village. 

Most of the houses in these villages are properly 
caverns, for they are hollowed out of the earth. 
The others are built of large beams quite up to the 
top, which is made flat, and covered with turf, an 
opening being left in the middle to admit the light, 
and let out the smpke : this hole they stop when 
they please. The above caverns have the advantage 
of being warm in winter, and cool in summer. 

The town of Dilyjan, and all the country for six 
leagues round, is called the territory of Casac, and 
depends on Persia, in the same manner as Georgia, 
it being always governed by its natural princes, in 
a direct line from father to son. Abas the Great 
conquered all these countries, at the same time that 
he made himself master of Georgia. 

On the 5th we proceeded five leagues in passing 
the frightful mountain already mentioned. The 
whole mountain was covered with snow^ and no- 
thing else could be seen above us. The road was a 
narrow path of snow, hardened by being trampled 
upon by travellers and their hores : and as soon aa 
we set foot out of this path, we sunk up to the mid- 
dle. There is no possibility of passing this mountain 
while the snow is falling, or when the wind blows; 
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for then the track is lost^ and thus many p^ple 
}>eri8h every year. This snow never melts^ and the 
mountain is perpetually covered with it. 

The next day, though half dead, I continued my 
journey, and, spurred on by the hopes of finding 
some relief at Irivan, we proceeded five leagues to 
Bickni, a considerable town, situated at the foot of 
a mountain, on the banks of the Zengui, and lodged 
at a handsome monastery belonging to the Arme- 
nians, built between the town and the mountain. 
The monks received me with much humanity ; but 
it being lent, nothing could prevail upon them to 
make me some chicken-broth, and my conductor 
was obliged to make use of all his authority to get 
me a few eggs. 

The next morning, at break of day, we departed, 
after having made a small present to the monastery, 
and travelled nine leagues over plains covered with 
snow. The travelling in these snows is attended 
with great pain and danger, from the rays of the 
sun, which falling upon it, give it an insupportable 
brightness, that was very prejudicial to the sight, 
notwithstanding all the precautions we could take, 
by following the example of the natives, in putting 
ft thin black or green silk handkerchief before oar 
eyes, which only served to lessen the evil. When 
Ive met with peasants, it was necessary to dispute 
wIm) should enter the snoW, for the track vtras so 
narrow, that two horses could not pass by each 
other upon it. When the numbers are equal, they 
usually come to blows, otherwise the weakest yield. 
They unload their horses, and make them enter the 
snow, in which they sink up to their bellies, and 
thus stand to give a passage to the others. To this 
all whom we met were obliged by my c(mdactor to 
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Mibiiit. We pissed by several tp^ns aiid villagedi 
Ami at night arriyied jat I]rtv.9ii> 

Irivan is a large dirty cityi tk0 greatj^ part pf 
which is filled \^ith gardeus and vineyards. It 19 
^situated in a plain surrounded with mountains, and 
on the banks of two rivers^ the Zepgpii waiting it 
to the north-west, aud a ri?^r called the Forty 
Fountains, from the niiinber of its sourtfes^ running 
to the south-west. The fortress, which is ^t a little 
distBOice^ mi^t pass for a susall city« Jt is of ^a^ 
oval form, four thousand paces round, and f^ont^im 
pigh* hundred houses^ None live in it but native 
F^rsians^ The Armenians have shops^ iii wiiicfa 
they work, amd trade j^ ih# day; but at nigfet thiey 
ahut ihem up, raid return to their hou^ea^ This for?* 
trees has three walls t^ .earth, and battlemei^ts /o£ 
iinbite bricks, flankod with towers, and provided 
iviiji narrow ram^rts, extending lOH ihe niirth "to » 
iiread&il preeiptee, above two bundr^ yards de^p^ 
0t th^ bottom of which flows the jiver. This iwc> 
eessible part is <^y forti&ed with terraces, jfurr 
iiisiied with artillery^ The garrison cousists of two 
iSumttuid PejGfiians. It ha^ as many gates aind Wftlls# 
all of them cased with iron, and defended by batto* 
ries, port^Uises, and fortified guard-house;s« Thi^ 
palace of the governor of the province is on i\m 
ibrsnX of the precipice^ and makes a handsome ap- 
.pearance« On an eminence, at a thousand paces 
distance, is a fort, foilified with a double wall aud 
iirtillery, that commands "the fortress. 

There are several churches in the x^tty, the prin- 
cipal of which is the bishop's, and *anoti>er called 
Catovike ; these were ejected during the reigns 
d the last kings of Arm^a< The .others, which 
iiftvi^ :been since built, are small, aitd siwk in tha 
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earthy and have some resemblance to catacombs^ 
Near the episcopi^l church is an old tower, built 
of hewn stones; but I could neither learn the time 
nor the use for which it was built. On the outside 
are inscriptions, in characters like those of the Ar- 
menians, but the Armenians cannot read them4 
This is ah antique work, of a singular architecture^ 
^nd around it are several ruins, which seem to have 
belonged to a cloister. Near the above structure u 
a mosque, in ruins; and at some distance is a large 
square, four hundred paces in diameter, surrounded 
with tr^es : this is used for carousals, horse-races^ 
tvrestling-matches, and all exercises either on horse- 
back or on foot. There are many baths in the town 
and fortress, and several caravanseras; the finest 
of which is within five hundred paces of the castle^ 
It was built a few years ago by the governor of 
Armenia. The gate is eighty paces deep, and forms 
a. fine gallery, filled with shops, where all sorts of 
stuffs are sold^ The body of the edifice is square^ 
-and contains three great lodging-rooms, and sixty 
ismall ones, with large stables, and many spacious 
warehouses. Before it is a market, surrounded 
with shops, in which are sold all sorts o^ provisions; 
and by the side of it is a fine mosque, and two 
cofiee-houses. 

Irivan is situated in 41^ 15' north latitude, and 
fenjoys a good air; but it is thick, and very cold* 
The winter lasts long, and the snow sometimes falk 
in April. The country is, however, extremely fer- 
tile, and the wine produced in its neighbourhood is 
good and cheep. The Armenians have a tradition^ 
that Noah planted the vine near Irivan, and point 
out the spot. All sorts of provisions are produced 
in the neighbourhood of the city, and sold at a low 
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{Nrice. The two rivers that flow by its side^ and the 
lake of Irivan^ which is at three small days jour- 
ney to the north-west, furnish the city with fine 
fish, particularly trouts and carp, that are remark- 
ably good, and famous all over the east; some of 
them I have seen three feet long. 

The Armenians esteem this the most ancient city 
in the world, and believe that Noah dwelt there, 
both before and after the deluge, when he de- 
scended from the mountain on which the ark rested. 
They even say, that here was the terrestrial pa- 
radise. 

At twelve leagues from Irivan, is the celebrated 
tnountain, on which almost all the people of the 
country are firmly persuaded that the ark rested. 
This mountain is so high and large, that when the 
air is clear, it does not appear above two leagues 
distant. The Armenians even believe that the ark 
is still on the summit of this mountain, and say that 
a monk named James, being resolved to see it, or 
die in the attempt, went halfway up the acclivity; 
but could go no farther, because, having ascended 
thus far every day, he was, while asleep in the night, 
carried back to the place where he set out in the 
morning. They add, that this continued a long 
time, till God being willing to satisfy, in part, his 
desires, sent him a piece of the ark by an angel, 
and ordered him to be told, that all access to the 
top was forbidden to mankind. 

At the foot of the mountain is a village of Cbrisr 
tians, and a monastery ; for which the Armenians 
have great devotion, believing that Noah first of- 
fered sacrifices there after the deluge. This is calle4 
the monastery of the Apostles; from its being prci- 
f en4^d that the bodies of St Andrew and St. Mat? 
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thew wei'e fotind theit, and that the skull of thmt 
evangelist is preserved in the church of the mOr 
nasterj. 

I having sent to inform the governor of Irivan 
of my arrival^ a messenger came to tell me I vtras 
welcome ; an^ that he was very desirpus of seeing 
me, and a part of tny jewels I had |>rought. I ^as 
then askedj how many men | had with me, and 
whether I chose to lodge in the fortress, or in the 
great cHravahsera. I chose the lattet; because there 
ean be no place more secure, and there is no w^nt 
of company ; for merchants come there from all 
parts of Asia. On this the governor giving orders 
for my having one of the best apartments, I went 
thither the liext day, with all my baggage, and 
about noon an officer belonging to the gpvemotr 
brought me an order from the intendaut, to receive 
daily frpm the proper oflScer, bread, wine, flesh| 
fish, fruit, rice, butter, wood, and other necessaries 
fit for six persons. 

On the Ipth I went, by the governor's desire, to 
pay him a visit, and found him in a large, hand- 
some, light closet, vdth several lords of the country. 
He treated me with great complaisance, told me 
three titles that I Was welcome, and entertained 
me With sweet- meats and Russian brandy. I showed 
him my patents, after which he spent an hour in 
asking me news of Europe, in relation tq the wars 
in that p^rt of the world; the present disposition , 
of the Christian princes, and the state of the sci- 
ences, with the new discoveries that had been 
made. He spent another hour in examining the 
ji^wels I had brought, of which he tiUked like one 
who was well acquainted with them. He set aside 
^hose th^t particularly pleased him, and such as he 
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ilu^lit would be agreeable to the princeM hu wife. 
Having kept me to dinner^ he honoured me after*f 
wards with his conversation for half an hour longer, 
and then dismissed me, ordering my mehemander 
to Buffet me to want for nothing. 

This governor was one of the greatest lords of 
Persia; he was beloved by the king, and revered 
by the court ; his two sons were his majesty's chief 
favourites; and he was respected by the people, on 
account of his justice and integrity. Indeed he well 
Reserved his good fortune ; for, besides these arnia^ 
ble qualities, he was a man of sense, and fond of the 
arts and sciences. 

On the 12tfi I dismissed the officer belonging to 
the viceroy of Georgia, who had conducted me to 
Irivan, on which occasion I made him a present of 
€ight pistoles. 

On the 5th of April the governor went to a camp^ 
which he had caused to be formed a league from 
the <^ity, in a large and beautiful meadow, alwaya 
covered with flowers during the spring. The two 
rivers that pass by Irivan, wind in a serpentine 
C(^rse, with a gentle stream, forming many email 
idands. The governor's quarter, and that of the 
princess his wife, and those of the most considera«- 
ble persons who accompanied them, were separate, 
and each in an island ; but they had a communica^ 
tion with each other, by means of small flying 
l»ridges. The governor's tent was extremely mag<- 
nificent ; they had all the accommodations of a pa* 
lace, in miniature, even to baths and stoves. HH 
household consi^d of five hundred men, without 
reckoning women and eunuchs. The great are here 
accustomed thus to pass the spring in the country, 
Tliey take the diversions of honting, fishing, walk** 
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ing, and exercises on foot and on horseback. Thn» 
they taste the freshness of the air, of which they 
are extremely fond, and if they have no business 
that call them to the city, they continue to enjoy 
these delights during the summer, in the most deli- 
cious parts of the neighbouring mountains. 

I left Irivan on the 8th of April, and on the 12th 
arrived at Nacchivan, once a vast city, but now a 
prodigious heap of ruins; Five leagues to the north 
is a large village named Abrener, which signifies a 
fertile field. The inhabitants of this, and seven 
^ther neighbouring little villages, are of the Ro- 
man Catholic religion. A Dominican of Bologna, 
350 years ago, brought this part of the country 
under the authority of the Pope, and above twenty 
other villages submitted to him; but they have 
since returned to their obedience to the Armenian 
patriarch ; the number of those who adhere to the 
church -of Rome diminishing daily, on account of 
the persecuti(m of the patriarch and the governors 
of Nacchivan. 

The next day hating passed the river Nacchi- 
van over a large bridge, we proceeded through a 
dry and barren country, to the river Aras, the an- 
cient Araxes, opposite the ruins of the city of Jul- 
fa the old. The city was situated on the declivity 
of a mountain, facing the river. The avenues that 
led to it, which were naturally difficult of access, 
were guarded by forts. 1 don't think there is in the 
world a more hideous aQd barren place, neither a 
tree nor a blade of grass is to be seen. 

It was Abas the Great who ruined Julfa. That, 
great and polite prince, seeing his forces unequal to 
those of his enemies, and refle9ting on the means of 
preventing their returning eye?^ year into Persia^ 
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to mkke and preserve their conquests there, resolved 
to render all the country a desert between £rze« 
nim and Tauris, on a line with Irivan and Nacchi- 
van, which was the way by which the Turks com- 
monly came, where they fortified themselves, be* 
cause they found provisions sufficient for the sub* 
sistence of their army. He therefore removed the 
inhabitants and the cattle, ruined the edifices of 
every kind, set fire to all the fields and trees^ and 
even poisoned several fountains* 

But to return: the Aras has its source in the 
mountains on which it is pretended that Noah*i 
ark rested, and after dividing Armenia and Media, 
falls into the Caspian Sea. This river is large and 
rapid : bridges have been built over it, but how- 
ever massy and strong they were made, they could 
not resist the force of the current. Indeed the noise 
of the waters, and the rapidity of their course, are 
very astonishing. We passed it in a large boat, 
made to carry twenty horses and thirty pers<ms at 
a time. I suffered none to pass over with me but my 
men and my baggage. Four men took care of the 
boat, and proceeded three hundred paces aloi^ the 
bank up the river; by little and litUe they got into 
the stream, and then made use of only a long helm, 
to direct its course to the other bank. The boat 
was then driven by the current with an incredible 
impetuosity, and proceeded five hundred paces in 
an instsmt. The boat-men were above two houri 
in going and coming, on account of the efibrts 
they were obliged to make in going against the 
stream. 

I have observed that this river separates Arme* 
menia from Media. This last kingdom, which for* 
merly held the empire of Asia^ composes only a part 
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ef a province of Persia^ called Azerbeyan, or A^ir^ 
paican. 

We now proceeded to the north-west, and the 
next day reached Marant, a good city, composed 
ctf 2,500 houses, situated at the foot of a hill, at th€ 
end of a fine fertile plain, watered by a small river 
named Zeloulou. The gardens of the Marant take 
np more room than the town itself, and produce 
great quantities of fruit, esteemed the best in Me* 
dia. In this country is also gathered the cochineal 
insect. 

From hence we proceeded four leagues, constant- 
ly turning between the mountains; afterwards we 
passed through fine fertile plains, that are well cal- 
titated, and on the 17th arrived at Tauris, the se* 
eond city of Persia, l>oth with respect to its exttui, 
its commerce, riches, and the number of its inha- 
bitants. 

Tauris is situated in a plain, at the foot of a 
mountain : it is of an irregular figure, and has netr- 
ther walls nor fortifications. Through it passes the 
little river Spingtcha, which sometimes swelling, 
carries away the houses on its banks^ Aiu>ther river 
called tlie Agi, pass^ by the north side of the city, 
and is salt six iiM>nths in the year, from tiie toirrats 
which fall into it, after they have passed o^er landt 
covered with salt. The city is divided into nine 
quarters, or wards ; the bazars eomposii^ the heart 
of the city, and the dwelling-bouses,, most of which 
%ave a garden, are on the outside. There are here 
many magnificent structures, the bazars just men^ 
tioned make as fine an appearance as in any part 
of A»a, from their largeness and great extent; from 
the beautiful domes viith which they are covered; 
(wm the mukttude of people, and the vast ^^n^ily 
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of merchandize \rith which they are filled. The 
finest of these^ in which the jewels and most va- 
luable merchandize are sold, is an octagon^ and is 
called the Kaiferie, or ^ojal Market. As to the 
other pnMic buildings, they are equally noble* 
There are said to be three hundred caravanseras^ 
which are so spacious, that three hundred persons 
may lodge in each; and the mosques and baths are 
answerable to the grandeur of the other buildings* 
There are three hospitals in the city, in which Ao- 
body is lodged; but provisions are given twice 
a-day to all who come* Upon a hiU, at the west 
end of the city, is a pretty hermitage, and at the 
eaist end are the ruins of a castle. 

There is the largest square at Tauris I hate ever 
seen; it being much more spacions than that of Is« 
pahan. The Turks, when they were in possession 
of this city, have frequently drawn up within this 
square 30,000 men in order of battle* In the even- 
ing the populace are diverted there with drolls^ 
mountebanks, wrestling, ram and bull-fights; the 
repeating of pieces in prose and verse, and dancing 
wolves* The people of Tauris place their high^ 
est entertainment in seeing these dances: those 
wolves that are most expert at them are sold for 
fifty crowns each* This spacious square is in the 
day time used as a market for all kinds of pro- 
visicms. 

The number of inhabitants in Tauris, I believe, 
amounts to at least 550,000 people, besides a mul- 
titude of strangers that are constantly there from 
all parts of Asia* The finest Persian turbans are 
made in this city, and I have been assured by the 
principal merchants, that the inhabitants annually 
manufacture 6,000 bails of silk. The commerce of 
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this city es^tends not only aU over Persia, but intd 
Turkey/ Russia, Tartaty, the Indies and the Black 
Sea. . 

Though Tauris is situated only in the thirty- 
eighth degree of north latitude, the air is cold, dry 
aiid healthful. This proceeds from its being exposed 
to the north, and from the tops of the surrounding 
mountains being covered with snow nine months m 
the year ; from whence the wind almost constantly 
blo5vs in the evenings and the mornings. The city 
abounds with all the necessaries and lut:uries of 
life ; and these are extremely cheap. The Caspian 
Sea, which is not above forty leagues distant, sup- 
plies it with fish, which are also found in the river 
Agi, already mentioned. In the summer they have 
abundance of deer and wild fowls : in the moun* 
tains are eagles, which the people of distinction 
bring down with the hawk. This kind of fowling 
is very curious and astonishing. All kinds of fruit 
are in the greatest plenty^ and there are said to h% 
above sixty sorts of grapes in the neighbourhood of 
the city. In short, there is not any part of Per- 
sia, where a person may live better and cheaper 
than at Tauris. 

In the neighbourhood of the city are large quar-* 
ries of white marble ; one kind of which is transpa- 
rent : and at a small distance are two little mines^ 
the one of gold, and the other of salt : the g(dd 
mine has, however, been long neglected; the quan- 
tity found of that valuable metal being so small, jits 
to be scarcely worth the labour of procuring it. 

I stayed at Tauris for some time, during ^hich I 
gold a number of jewels to the governor, and the 
son of the receiver-general of the province, for 
Hvhich I received, a thousand crowns; but thej( 
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^onld not allow me to get any thing by them ; the 
'first placed to my account his father's interest with 
the shah^ and the other that of his brother % and 
of his uncle, Mirza SiBidec, the great chancellor, 
forcing me to take the letters of recommendation 
they offered me, as a recompence for giving thera 
the profit I ought to have made. It is impossible to 
conceive the caresses, the flattery, the engaging 
and agreeable behaviour, used by the great in Per- 
sia, to promote their own interest, even in affiiirs of 
the smallest moment; in which they act with such 
an appearance of sincerity, that a person ought to 
be perfectly acquainted with the genius of the 
country and of the court, to prevent his being dc- 
jceiyed by them. 

As this was the time when the Curdes, the 
Turkumans, and other nations who dwell in tents^ 
and are mostly robbers, quit the plains, on ac- 
count of the heat of the sun, and remove, with their 
flocks and habitations, i'nto the mountains, in search 
of shade and pasture, we were advised, for the 
greater security, to wait for company ; for this pur- 
pose I staid till the 28th of May, and then set out 
with the provost of th^ merchants, who had four^ 
teen horses and ten valets. 

The first night we lodged at Vaspinge, a town 
consisting of six hundred houses. Several fine rivu- 
lets run with a serpentine stream on all sides, and 
it is adorned with many gardens and plantations of 
poplar and linden trees, that are raised for the use 
of building. The next day we proceeded through 
fertile plains, interspersed with villages; our road 
then winded among the mountains, and again 
ppened into plains, and after crossing several rivers, 
^e arrived, on the 5th of June, at the city of Zeur 
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gan^ sitaated in a vatiey between the moimtaiiid^ 
where they are not above half a league distant from 
each other. 

This city is surrounded with gardens, and apleai^ 
sant country, but on the inside it is only remarkable 
for the extent of its ruins. It is said to have been 
founded several centuries before the birth of Christ, 
end that it once contained 20,000 houses. It was 
entirely destroyed by Tamerlane, on his first com- 
ing to it ; but he afterwards hearing that the sci* 
ences had long flourished there, and that it had 
produced many great men, caused it to be, in part, 
rebuilt: since that time, it has been frequently 
sacked and plundered by the Turks, 

On the 6th we passed through the most delight- 
ful country I ever beheld, the way was even and 
straight, through a fine plain, watered by a consi- 
derable number of brooks, that rendered it ex- 
tremely fertile : we saw so many villages that we 
could scarce count them ; with a variety of gar- 
dens and groves, through which were beautiful 
avenues, that afibrded the finest landscapes. Hav* 
ing proceeded five leagues through these pleasing 
scenes^ we alighted at a large caravansera, within 
a cannon-shot of Sultania. 

This city, which is situated at the foot o£^ moun- 
tain, makes a fine appearance at a dtstaace ; but on 
approaching it, the beauties we admire afar off va^ 
"fiiibs There ate, however, some public edifices that 
are well built, and about 3,000 houses. 

The next day we travelled through plains as 
beautiful as the former, and on the 8tb arrived at 
£bher, a considerable town, intermixed with gar- 
dens, built on the banks 'of a small river that runs 
through the midst of it. Its situation is extremely 
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ai^reeable; the air is good^ and the soil prodnces 
abundance of fruity and all the necessaries of life. 

Leaving Casbin, or Caswin, to the right, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey towards Ispahan. We had, 
for some time, set out an hour or two before sun-set, 
and completed a journey of five or six leagues by 
about midnight. People in the East generally tra- 
vel in this manner during the heat of the summer, to 
secure themselves from the heat of the sun, which 
is very fatiguing both to man and beast. In the 
jught they travel with greater speed. The servants, 
from time to time, proceed on foot, and their mas- 
ters themselves are glad to walk a little, to prevent 
their being seized with sleep, and to keep them-^ 
aelves warm, which eases the horses. On their arri^ 
val they go to bed, and gain in the day the sleep 
they lost in the night. Another advantage of tra^ 
veiling in the night is, that the beasts of burden 
take their rest at a time when they would be im 
commoded by the heat of the sun and the fliei^ 
Besides, what is wanted both for man and beast 
may be more easily provided during the day. 

On the 13th, two hours before day, we arrived 
at Sava, a city situated in a sandy and stony plain. 
It is two miles round, and encompassed with a 
wall; but it is thinly peopled, and the houses in 
the suburbs are ruinous, for want of inhabitants: 
the walls are also but ill preserved. However, the 
remans of some grand edifices show that it was 
jonce a place of great importance. The histories of 
Persia agree, that the whole plain of Sava was for- 
merly a morass, or salt-lake, like that called the 
)Bea of Salt, which lies twenty leagues to the west 
of this city, and is crossed by a causeway extending 
thirty leagues, iii going from ][spahan to Hyrc^nia, 
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Opposite Sa¥a^ to the west^ is a tomb/ rendered 
famous by the Persians going in pilgrimage to it; 
this is called Echmoul, or Samuel, from the opinion 
that this prophet was interred there. They have 
built over his tomb a fine mausoleum^ in the middle 
of a magnificent mosque. 

At the distance of nine leagues to the east of the 
city, are some ruins of the ancient city of Rey, 
once the largest in all Asia. The Persian geo- 
graphers say, that in the ninth century it was divi- 
ded into 96 quarters, each of which had 46 streets, 
400 houses, and 10 mosques: that the city also con- 
tained 4,600 colleges, 16,600 baths, 15,000 minarets 
belonging to mosques, 12,000 mills, 1,'JOO canals, 
and 13,000 caravanseras. The Arabian authors re- 
present it as the most populous city in Asia, and 
that, except Babylon, no city ever exceeded it in 
wealth, and the number of inhabitants. Hence it 
obtained the pompous titles given it in history, as, 
the Spouse of the World, the Gate of the Gates of 
the Earth, and the Market of the Universe. This 
city was situated in 30"^ 3b' north latitude. 

On the 13lh we proceeded to Kom, a large city 
situated along the bank of a river. It has also seve-r 
ral handsome caravanseras, and fine mosques ; the 
most beautiful of these last is, that in which are in- 
terred the princess Fatitna, Mahomet's daughter, 
and the two last kings of Persia. The structure of 
this mosque is beautiful, and its ornaments ex- 
tremely sumptuous. The access is through four 
large and stately courts, the first of which is a 
handsome garden, and the last is paved with tran- 
sparent marble, and surrounded with neat lodgings 
for the priests. The door to each mausoleum is 
plated with silyer, and the tombs are surrounded 
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With grates of the same metal. Nothing can be 
imagined richer^ neater and more magnificent^ than 
these mausolea. To that of Fatima the Persians 
give the name of Massuma, or pure, and hold it in 
great veneration! There is a revenue of 3,200 to- 
mans belonging to the place. 

We left Kom on the 16th, and three days aftei' 
arrived at Casan, a large town^ the houses of which 
are built of earth and brick. It has several caravan- 
seras, one of which was built by Shah Abbas, and 
is esteemed the finest in all Persia. On the inside 
are four noble rooms, surrounding a square courts 
with an arcade both above and below, that above 
being secured by a balustrade. The entrance is 
under a high and magnificent portico, which, as 
well as the rest of the building, is adorned with 
Mosaic work. In the middle of the court is a reser* 
Toir of water, raised about five feet high. 

On the 24th we left Casan, and on the 29th ar- 
rived at Ispahan, the metropolis of Persia, and one 
of the largest cities in the world; for, including the 
suburbs, it is not less than twenty-four miles in 
circumference. It is built on the banki^of the Zen- 
deroud, over which are three fine bridges, one near 
the middle of the city, and one at each end. The 
walls of Ispahan are about 20,000 paces round; 
they are only built with earth, and are so hid by 
the houses and gardens, both on the inside and 
without, that, in many places, they cannot be seen. 
The city is also defended by a ditch and castle. 

The beauty of Ispahan particularly consists in 
the great number of its magnificent palaces, hand- 
some houses, large caravanseras, beautiful bazars, 
and in its canals, and spacious streets, the sides of 
which are adorned with rows of lofty plane-trees; 
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bttt the other streets are generally narrow and 
crooked. The worst is, they are not paved ; but as, 
on the one hand, the air is very dry, and on the 
other, the people water the street, before their 
houses, morning and evening, they are neither so 
dirty nor so dusty as might be expected. They 
have three considerable inconveniences : on^, that; 
the streets being over vaults, made for the passage 
of the canals, which run under them, they some- 
times fall in, and endanger the lives of the passen^ 
gers. Another is, there being wells in the streets, 
the sides of which are eyen with the earth, by which 
the passengers are exposed to the same danger, if 
they do not take sufficient care* The third iiiccm^ 
venience is a very disagreeable one, which is, that 
under the walls of the houses are large holes for 
receiving all the filth, and sometimes serving as 
common necessaries. The streets, however, do not 
stink, as might be imagined; which is in part owing 
to the dryness of the air, and also to the pits being 
emptied every day by the peasants, who bring fruit 
and other provisions to the city, and load their cat* 
tie with the ordure, which they carry away to ma- 
nure their gardens. This city, on every side, ap- 
pears at a distance like a wood, intermixed witli 
large and lofty domes and minarets. 



CHAP. V. 

The author leaves Ispahan, and risits the remains of the ancienC 
palace of P?rsepo1is, which are particularly described; pro* 
ceeds to Schiras, to Laer, arriyes at Gambroom. 

ON the 2d of February, 1674, having sold great 
part of my jewels, I left Ispahan, and proceeded tQ 
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Mdyar, a village consisting of three hundred hcmsei^ 
situated between two mountains, and extending 
from the one to the other, so that it is impossible to 
pass between them, without going through it. The 
country about it is, however, dry and barren, with- 
out trees or the least verdure, owing to the scarcity 
of the water, though the inhabitants have enough 
to supply their gardens. 

On leaving this place the next day, the valleys 
extended three leagues together between the moun- 
tain. Then turning to the right, we entered a beau^ 
tiful plain, of a vast extent, which I have had the 
pleasure of crossing several times, and have found, 
that from the middle of March to the middle of 
November it is cQvered with flowers, flocks, grain 
and fruit. We stopped at Comicha, or Komminsja, 
a town three miles round, but full of gardens, and 
thinly inhabited. The finest buildings here are the 
dove-cots, which represent lofty round- towers. It 
is thought that this place is the Orebatis of Ptor 
lemy. Within a cannon-shot from the side of the 
town next Ispahan, is the tomb of a Persian saint, 
covered with a dome. In a court before it are two 
reservoirs of water, at twenty paces distance from 
each other. They are furnished with fish, some of 
which have rings of brass, gold or silver, in their 
noses. The fish of one of these basons are held so 
sacred, that the people imagine, that if any one 
presume to touch them, he will immediately drop 
down dead. 

The two following days we proceeded through a 
fine country, interspersed with rivulets and villages, 
and having passed through Anamabaet, a large 
town, which is said to have separated Persia from^ 
Parthia, took up Qur lodging at a town named Yes- 
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de-oas» or Jesdegaes, seated on the side of a raoiiii^ 
tain, with a large valley before it. The houses rise 
from this valley one above the other, aftbrding a 
fine prospect at a distance. On the top of a roand 
eminence in the ipidst of the valley, is a castle 
built of earth, and opposite to it is a large caravan* 
sera. The inhabitants of tliis town eat the best 
4>read in all Persia. 

The next day I was twelve hours on horseback, 
in proceeding eight leagues, on account of the snow, 
and the ruggedness of a mountain over which we 
were obliged to pass; though my baggage was car- 
ried on four vigorcms mules, knd I myself was well 
mounted. I afterwards passed through pleasant 
plains, and at length arrived on the 13th at the 
ruins of the ancient Persepolis. 

At a distance these magnificent remains appear 
as in a kind of amphitheatre, the mountains form- 
ing a half-moon, as if to embrace them. They are 
seated in a fine plain, that extends two leagues in 
breadth from the south-west to the north-east; and 
near forty leagues in length from the north-west to 
the south-east. This plain i^ usually called Mar- 
dasjo; the inhabitants pretend, that it contains 881 
Tillages, BxA about 1,500 within the distance <^ 
twelve leagues ar<>tand the ruins, including the vil- 
lages seated among the mountains, some of which 
are adorned with beautiful gardens. In the winter 
season the greatest part of this plain is covered with 
water, which is favourable to the culture of the rice 
that grows there at that time. The soil of this 
agreeable plain is mostly converted into arable 
lands, and watered with a number of streams, that 
renders it exceedingly fertile. It abounds with 
several sorts of birds, particularly cranes, pigeons. 
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iqnails, snipes, partridges^ hawks, and vast flocks of 
crows, which are very numerouis throughout all 
JPersia. 

The ancient palace of the kings of Persia, usually 
called the House of Darius, and by the inhabitants 
Chel-menar, or Chil-minar, which signifies the forty 
pillars, is situated to the west, at the foot of th^ 
mountain of Kulierag-net, or Compassion, anciently 
called the Royal M ountaih, which is entirely com- 
posed of freestone. That superb edifice has the 
^alls of three of its sides still standing. The front 
extends six hundred paces from north to sdutb, and 
three hundred and ninety from east to west, as fa* 
as the mountain, where an ascent is formed between 
some scattered rocks, beyond which there Appears to 
have beeii formerly some other buildings, the rocks 
in dome places appearing smooth, and finely polished^ 

The top of this edifice presents to the view ft plat- 
form of four hutldred. paces, extending from the 
middle of the front wall to the mountain ; and along 
three sides of this wall is carried on a pavement of 
two stones joined together, eight feet broad* The 
height of the wall in some places is twenty-four 
feet, but it is not every where so high; in some 
places the earth about it is raised, and in others th^ 
wall itself has sunk. On examininjg the previous 
remains, we must proceed as if we were examining 
those celebrated beauties, whom age or sickness has 
brought low, that is, from the traces of the beauty 
we see, to form an idea of what they were. The 
Mones of the wall are black, harder than marble, 
j^me of them finely polished, and many of them of 
such an amazing size, that it is difficult to conceive 
how they were able to remove and raise such pro^ 
digiou$ masses. 
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the principal stair-case is placed between tiMf 
middle of the fronts and the northern end of the 
edifice. It consists of two flights of steps that wind 
oiFfrom each other to the distance of forty-two feet 
at the bottom. These steps are only four inches 
high, and fourteen in breadth } they are the most 
commodious I ever saw, except those of the viceroy's 
palace at Naples, which are; however, in my opinion^ 
something higher. There are fifty- five of these steps 
on the northern side, and fifty- three to the south; 
but these last are not so entire as the others^ I am 
likewise persuaded that there are several others 
under ground, that have been covered over by length 
of time, as well as part of the wall, which rises 
forty-four feet eleven mches high in the front. At 
the bottom of these two flight of steps is a single 
flight, extending fifi^-one feet four inches from one 
to the other; from thence the two flights are car- 
ried off from each other, and return back from the 
centre at an equal distance from the extreme parts 
of the top; and above these flights is a pavement 
of large stones, and another single flight of stepsy 
seventy-five feet wide, answering to that of the 
bottom, and leading up to the grand entrance of 
the edifice. This stair-case has a very fine and sin- 
gular effect, answerable to the magnificent renrains 
of the rest of the building. 

On ascending the upper steps^ the spectator sees 
before him, at the distance of forty-two feet from the 
front wall of the stair-case^ two grand portals, and 
as many columns. These portals are twenty-two 
feet four inches in depth, and thirteen feet four 
inches in breadth. On the inside, upon a kind of 
pilaster, on each hand is a large figure in basso re- 
lievo; they bear some resemblance to the sphinx. 
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tod are twenty -two feet from the fore td the hinder^ 
legs, and fourteen feet and a half high. The 
faces of these animals are broken, and their bodies 
much damaged ; but, what is most extraordinary^ 
the breast and fore-feet project from the pilaster. 
That on the first portal is turned towards the stair- 
case ; that on the second, which has wings, faces 
the mountain. Indeed it is impossible to know what 
these figures, thus mutilated, were designed to re- 
present; but the bodies have some resemblance to 
that of a horse. The reader will conceive a more 
perfect idea of these extraordinary pieces of anti- 
quity, from the following cut, taken from Mr. Le 
Bruyn's drawings made on the spot. 




On the upper part of these pilasters are characters^ 
which, from their smallness and elevation, it is im- 
possible to distinguish. The height of the first 
portal is thirty-nine feet, and that of the second 
twenty-eight; the pilasters stand on a base five feet 
two inches in height. 

The two columns that appear between the portals 
are the least damaged of all^ particularly with re- 
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spect to their capitals^ and the other ornaments of 
the upper parts; but the bases are entirely covered 
over with earth. They are fourteen feet in circum- 
ference, and rise to the height of fifty-four feet. 
There were formerly two others between this and 
the last portal, several pieces of which lie half buried 
in the ground. , 

At the distance of fifty- two feet south of the same 
portal is a large basin for water, cut out of a single 
stone twenty feet long, and seventeen feet five inches 
in breadth, and raised three feet and a half above 
the surface of the floor. From this basin to the 
northern wall is an extent of ground comprehend- 
ing a hundred and fifty paces in length, in which 
nothing is to be seen but the fragments of large 
stones, and part of the shaft of a column that is not 
fluted like the rest, and is twenty feet in circum- 
ference : beyond this tract of ground, and as far as 
the mountain, the earth is covered with heaps of 
stones. 

Proceeding southward from the portals already 
described, you see two other flights of steps resem- 
bling the former, the one to the east, and the other 
to the west. On the npper part the wall is embel« 
lished with foliage, and the representation of a lion 
rending a bull, in basso relievo, much larger than 
the life. There are also small figures on the middle 
wall. This stair-«case is half buried under the earth. 

From hence extends a wall 45 feet in length, be- 
yond the lower part of the staircase, and then is an 
interval of 67 feet, extending to the western front, 
which corresponds with the other, and has three 
ranges of figures one over the other, with a lion tear- 
ing an ass that has a horn projecting from the fore- 
head ; and between these animals and rows of figures 
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U a square filled with antique charaeters, the upp^<* 
most of which are defaced. The figures are less da-> 
maged in that part of the structure^ where the ground 
is lower : but the wall which extends from the stair-^ 
case to the western fronts has not any figures. On 
the other side the stairs are three ranges of small 
figures; but those in the upper row are only visiUe 
from the waist downwards. These figures are only 
two feet nine inches high, and the wall, which is five 
feet three inches in hefight, has an extent of 98 feet. 

On the top of the steps last described, is an en* 
trance into an open place paved with large stones, 
whose breadth is e^al to the distance from the stair^ 
ease to the first columns, which comprehends th<[ 
space of 32 feet 2 inches. These columns are dis* 
posed into two ranges, each of which consists of silt 
pillars, but none of them are entire ; there are also 
eight bases or pedestals, and the ruins of some others* 
At the distance of 70 feet 8 inches were formerly six 
rows of other pillars, each row consisting of six: these 
thirty-six pillars were likewise 22 feet 2 inches dis* 
tant from each other, but only seven of them are 
now entire; however, all the bases of the others 
4re standing. 

At the distance of 70 feet 8 inches from these rows 
of columns on the west, towards the front of the stair« 
case, were only twelve other columns in two ranges, 
each of which contained six, but only five are now 
remaining. The ground is there covered with the 
fragments of columns, and the ornaments that served 
for their capitals ; between which are pieces of sculp- 
ture, representing camels on their knees. On the 
top of one of the columns is a compartment, reprc* 
renting camels in that posture. 

On advancing towards the east, you are presented 
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with a view of several rnins^ consisting of portals, 
passages and windows. The instdes of the portals 
are adorned with figures in bas relief. These ruins 
extend 90 paces from east to west, and 135 from 
north to south, and are 60 paces both from the co« 
lumns and the mountains. In the middle of these 
ruins the earth is covered with 76 broken columns, 
nineteen of which still support their entablature; 
their shafts are formed of four pieces, besides the 
)!}ase and capital. 

At the distance of 118 feet from these columns to 
|.he south, is an edifice, that rises higher than any 
other part of the ruins, from its being situated on a 
hill. The front wall, which is five feet seven inches 
high on that side, is composed of a single range of 
stones, some of which are eight feet deep ; and the 
wall extends 113 feet from east to west, but has 
neither figures, nor any other ornaments. How- 
ever, in the middle of the front are the ruins of a 
double stair- case, on the sides of which are several 
figures. The rest of the building was chiefly com? 
posed of large and small portals, and is entirely 
destroyed. The largest of these portals is five feet 
wide, and five feet two inches deep. Among th^ 
rest, two portals appear to the north, with three 
niches, or windows, walled up. Under these por- 
tals are the figures of a man and two women, down 
to the knees, for their legs are covered with the 
earth that is raised against them. Under the other 
gate is the figure of a man, holding a lion by the 
mane. To the south is a portal and five windows, 
each of which, is five feet nine inches wide, and 
eleven in height, including the cornice ; their depth 
is equal to that of the grand portals. The two side9 
pf this ^at§ are parve^ with the figure of a man. 
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with tomefhing on his head resembling a tiara. He 
is accompanied foy two women, one of whom holds 
an umbrella over his head. On the inside, three 
niches are covered with ancient Persian characters* 
We shall indulge the curious reader with two of 
these inscriptions. The meaning of the last is un-^ 
known ; but the first, which is of a later date, sig- 
nifies, *' Strength is the gift of God alone." 
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There are two other gates to the west, that are 
not covered ; within one of these is the figure of a 
man fighting a bull; with his left hand he j^asps a 
horii in his forehead, while with his right he plunges 
a dagger into his belly. On the other side the figure, 
another man clasps the horn with his right hand, 
and stabs the beast with his left. The second portal 
has the figure of a man carved in the same manner, 
with a winged deer that has a ho:n in his forehead. 
Horns were anciently the emblems of strength and 
majesty, they were therefore given to the sun and 
moon; and Alexander was called by the Orientals, 
Dhulkamam, or the homed, because he made him- 
self king of the horns of the sun, that is, of the east 
and the west. 

Behind this edifice are the ruins of another, which 
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exceed it in length by 3S feet. It has also niches 
and windows, the former of which are cut out of 
single stones. A little to the south is a double flight 
of steps, separated by walls embellished with small 
figures and foliage. Farther to the south are sub- 
terraneous passages, which extend a great length, 
and appear to have been aqueducts. Still farther 
to the south are the remains of another edifice, which 
extend 160 feet from north to^outh, and 191 from 
west to east. Ten portals belonging to it are stiU to 
be seen, together with seven windows, and forty 
inclosures, that were formerly covered rooms. In 
the middle are the bases of tnirty-six columns, in 
fix ranges, and the ground is covered with large 
stones, under which were aqueducts^ 

There anciently stood aqother structure to the 
westward of the las^- mentioned building. On the 
ruins of the wall, which still rises near two feet 
above the pavement, are cut the figures of men in 
basso-relievo, each represented with a lance. The 
ground inclosed by this wall contains a number of 
round stones, that were the bases of columns. 

On the east side of these last ruins are the re- 
mains of a beautiful stair-case, sixty feet in length, 
resembling that of the front wall : but though most 
of the steps are destroyed by time, the wall that 
separates the two flights is still eight feet in height, 
and adorned with figures almost as large as the life. 
The front contains the representation of a lion 
encountering a bull : there are also lions of the 
same workmanship on the wings of the stair-case j 
both of them accompanied with characters and 
' figures almost as big as the life. Columns were 
formerly disposed between this edifice and the othep 
last-meiitioned. Among these ruini$ are four por- 
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tals^ each adorned ^n the inside ^ith the figure of 
a man^ and two women holding an umbrella oyer 
his head. 

A little to the north side of these two last edifices 
are two portals with their pilasters^ on one of which 
is also the figure of a man and two women, one of 
whom holds an umbrella over his head. Above 
these women is a small figure with wings, which 
are expanded to the sides of the portico. The lower 
part of the bust of this figure seems to terminate 
on the two sides with a spread foliage, and a kind 
of frieze. Over the second figure a man is seated in 
a chair with a staff in his hand, and another stands 
behind him, with his right hand upon the chair. A 
small figure above holds a circle in its left hand, 
and points to something in his right. Under this 
portal are three ranges of figures, all of which have 
their hands lifted up, and over the third pilaster, 
which still remains, two women hold an umbrella 
over the head of a man. The earth is covered with 
fragments of columns, and other antiquities. 

From hence you proceed to the last ruins of the 
structures on the mountain. On the south side are 
two portals, under each of which a man is seated in 
a chair, with a staff in his right hand, and in his 
left a kind of vase. Behind him is another figure, 
which holds something on his head like the tail of 
a Sea-horse, and has a linen cloth in his right hand.^ 
Below are three jrows of figures with lifted hands : 
four in the first, and five in each of the other two 
rows. They are three feet four inches high : but 
the. seated figure is much larger than the life. 
Above this are several ornamental ranges of foliage, 
the lowest of which is intermixed with small lions, 
and the highest with oxen. Over these ornaments 
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IS a little winged figure, ^hich holds in its left hand 
vome&ing that resembles a small glass, and makes 
a signal with its right. These portals are twelve 
feet five inches in breadth, and ten feetibur inches 
deep, and the highest of the pilasters is from twen- 
ty-eight to thirty feet. On the two towards the 
north a man is seated, with a person behind him, 
like the preceding -figures, and behind this are two 
otiier men, holding in their hands something that is 
broken; before the figure represented skting, are 
two other figures, one with his hands placed on his 
lips, with an air of salutation, and the other holding 
a small vessel. Above these figures is a stone, filled 
with ornaments, and below are five ranges of figures, 
three feet in height : these are a 4>and of soldiers 
armed in different manners. From the foot of these 
mountains you have a full view ef all the rums, ex- 
cept the walls and stair-cases, that K^sutmot here be 
seen; and the whole appears as in the large plate. 

"No other difference is observable in the ccdumns, 
'except that some of them have capitals, and others 
liave not ; with respect to the elevation of those that 
are perfect, they are all from seventy toiseventy-twe 
feet high, and are eighteen feet five inches in cir- 
cumference, except thosenear the first portals. The 
bases are round, and twenty-four feet five inches in 
circumference; these are four feet three inches 
high, and tlie lower moulding is one footifive inches 
fhick. They.have three sorts ofH)maments, which 
may be termed capitals. In t)rder to afford as per- 
fect an idea as possible of the singular architecture 
dbserved in this palace, we have, forthe satisfaction 
of the curious, given a cut or two of these capitals; 
^ne in its present state, and the other as it must 
;kave appeared before it was injured by time. 
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Besides the basso-relievos already mentioned, 
there are many others, particularly the representa- 
tion of a triumph, or a procession of people beariuj^ 
presents to a king, consisting of a great number of 
figures, with some led-horses, an empty chariot, a 
led camel, &c. The drapery of all the human figures 
in this edifice is extremely singular, and has no re- 
lation to that of the ancient Greeks and Romans. 
Their military habits are agreeable to the mode of 
the Persians and Medes. The rules of art are not 
observed in the figures, since no muscles are visible 
in the naked parts, and the figure^ themselves have 
a heavy air : nothing has been observed but the 
outlines, and this neglect causes them to appear stiff 
and inelegant : the draperies also have the same 
defects, and the vi^hole has a tasteless sameness. 
However, the proportions have been finely kept, 
both in the great and small figures, which proves 
that those who made them were not entirely desti- 
tute of capacity, but were, probably, obliged to be 
too expeditious to finish them with proper care. 
The ornament^ must, however, be acknowledged to 
be exceeding beautiful, as well as the chairs in which 
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some figures are seated, notwithstanding thci^ be- 
ing now much impaired. It is therefore probable, 
that there might be formerly some fine fragments 
that have been since destroyed. Besides, the gene- 
nerality of the stones are polished like a mirror, 
particularly those within the portals, and that com* 
pose the windows and pavements. These are of dif- 
ferent colours, as yellow, white, grey, red, deep 
blue, and, in some places, black; but the stones of 
the greatest part of the edifice are of a clear blue. 

Indeed every thing corresponds with the gran- 
deur and magnificence of a great king's palaee, to 
which the images and relievos give a surprising air 
of majesty. It is certain, there have been very stately 
portals, and grand gaUeries, to afiford a communica- 
tion with all the detached parts of the structure; 
most of the columns, whose remains are still so beau- 
tiful, were certainly intended to support those gal- 
leries, and there even seem to be still some remains 
of the royal apartments. In a word, the magnifi- 
cence of these ruins can never be sufficiently ad* 
mired, and the structure must undqubtedly have 
cost immense treasures. This palace, which was the 
glory of all the East, owed its destruction to the de- 
bauchery and frenzy of Alexander the Great, who, 
after he had preserved it from the ravages of war, 
above two thousand years ago, reduced it to ashes 
at the solicitations of Thais, a Grecian courtezan. 

There are two ancient tombs of the kings near 
the mountain, one to the north, and the other to 
the south; both of them are hewn out of the rock, 
and are noble fragments of antiquity. Their fronts 
are covered with figures and other ornaments. 
The form of both is nearly the same, and therefore 
a description of that to the north will serve. That 
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part of the tomb on which the figares are carved, is 
forty feet wide : the height is almost equal to the 
width below, and the rock extends on each side to 
the distance of sixty paces. Below, a range of four 
columns support the entablature on their capitals, 
each of which is composed of the heads of two oxen 
as far as the breast, with the fore legs bent on the 
top of each column. The gate, which is surrounded 
with ornaments, is placed between two x)f these 
columns in the middle, but is at present almost 
closed up. Above the columns is the cornice and 
entablature, adorned with eighteen small lions in 
bass-relief, nineteen on each side advancing towards 
the middle, where there is a small ornament resem- 
bling a vase. Above the lions are two ranges of 
figures, almost as large as the life, fourteen in each 
range, armed, and lifting up their hands, as if to 
support the building above them ; and on the side 
is an ornament, somewhat in the form of a pillar, 
with the head of some animal that has only one 
horn. Above this is another cornice, ornamented 
with leaves. On the left, where the wall projects, 
are three rows of niches, one above each other, each 
of them containing two Agures, armed with lances, 
and three others on the^side, armed in the same 
manner. There are likewise two on the right side, 
with their left hatids placed on their beards, and 
the right on their body ; on the side of these are 
three others, in the same position as those opposite. 
At some distance below, and between these figures 
and an ornament that has some distant resemblance 
of a round pillar, there is another figure on each 
ride, very much impaired. Above, on three steps, 
stands a figure, that has the air of a king, pointing 
9t somethiuj^ with I^is right hand^ and holding 9 
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kind of bow in his lefl;. Before him is an altar^ on 
which an ofTering is made^ from whence the flames 
are represented ascending. Above this altar appears 
the moon; and, it is said, that there was once a snn 
behind the figure; but nothing of it is now to be 
seen. In the middle, and above all this, appears a 
small mystic figure, that is also to be seen in seve- 
ral parts of the other buildings. 

Two leagues from these ruins is a place called 
Noxi Rustan, where are four tombs of persons of 
eminence among the ancient Persians, that much 
resemble those of Persepolis, only they are cut 
much higher in the rock. This place receives its 
name from one Rustan, whose figure is there carved 
to perpetuate his memory* He is said to have been 
a potent prince, of an immense stature; for it is 
pretended that he was forty cubits high; and, ac- 
cording to the same ridiculous tradition, he is said 
to have lived 11 IS years. 

The tombs have their bases eighteen feet above 
the surface of the causeway, and rise about four 
times that height; and the rock is twice as high as 
the tombs, which are sixty feet wide in the middle. 
Under each tomb is a separate table, filled with 
large figures in low relief; and on two of these 
tables are some traces of men fighting on horse* 
back. Between these tombs are three other tables, 
covered with figures, on which is a man on horse- 
back, preceded by two others, and followed by a 
third, which is almost defaced. There are also some 
figures in the space between the two last works, 
and three under the third, two of which hold out 
their hands to each other. One of these is a woman, 
aud both of them are half- buried in the earth. 

These tombs possess an extent of S80 paces^ and 
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at sixty paces ^stance from the first of them is a 
little square building. The figure of a man on 
horseback^ between the two tombs/ and in the 
middle of the fourth niche, has his hair shaped ac- 
cording to our mode, with a crown upon his head, 
and a pointed bonnet rising above it. He is dressed 
after the Roman manner, and has a large sword 
by his side, with the hilt in his left hand ; his right 
is presented to a person before him. The third 
figure, which is also dressed in the Roman manner, 
bpens his hands like a suppliant. 

The figures half buried appear on the side of the 
third tomb, and two of them have their hands placed 
in a kind of circle. That in the middle, which is 
on horseback, represents Rustan in a Roman dress; 
he has likewise a bonnet, and an ornament like a 
crown, with flowing hair, a large beard, and his 
left hand upon the hilt of his sword : but notwith- 
standing the pretence of his prodigious stature, 
both he and his horse are of the common size. Be* 
fore him is the figure of a woman, with flowing 
hair ; she likewise wears a crown. She is dressed 
like Pallas, and supports part of her drapery with 
her left hand. The third figure represents a mili- 
tary man, with a tiara on his head, and his left 
hand likewise grasps the hilt of his sword. The 
fifth compartment is an imperfect appearance of 
figures fighting on horseback. All these are carved 
on the rock. 

On the western side of this mountain, at 200 
paces distance, are two tables with figures, likewise 
cut in the rock. That to the left represents two men 
on horseback, one of whom grasps a circle, of which 
the other has quitted the hold. 

The tomb, said to have been that of Naxi Rus- 
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tan^ evidently appears to be that made by Darius 
HystaspeS^ from its exactly corresponding with the 
description given of it by Gtesias, in his History of 
Persia, after Herodotus; and with that of Diodorus 
Siculus. 

On the 19th of February I left Persepolis, and 
the next morning reached Schiras^ the capital of 
the province of Fars, and orie of the greatest and 
most considerable cities in Persia. It is situated be* 
tween the mountains^ in a plain^ between seven and 
eight leagues in length, and about f6ur in breadth; 
as fine and a^ fertile a spot as imagination can con- 
ceive. 

The city, which is about two leagues rounds is 
not Surrounded with walls, for they have been suf- 
fered to' fall to ruin; but the gates, which remain 
entire, arfe large, strong, aAd covered with iron 
plates. Of these there are four, opening to the four 
cardinal points. The great streets are bordered with 
trees; these are their principal ornaments, for there 
are not many grand bazars, nor fine baths. The 
eofiee-houses are spacious enough, consisting of 
scaffolds built over the running water, to give them 
the greater coolness. As to the mosques, there are 
nine more sumptuous than the rest, and, besides 
them, about three hundred more, that serve for cha^ 
pels. 

The public gardens at Schirasy which are about 
twenty, are extremely delightful ; the trees are the 
largest of the kind^ perhaps, in the whole world ; 
these are planted without order, and the soil ena- 
melled with flowers, which are in the greatest 
plenty, and of the brightest colours^ In the king's 
garden, to the south of Schiras, I observed a tree, 
the trunk of which was eight yards round. The in- 
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habitantd^ from the great age of this tree, conceive 
the highest veneration for it; they go to pray un- 
der its shade, and tie chaplets, amulets, and pieces 
of their clothes to the boughs. The sick, or others 
for them, come there to burn incense, to fix lighted 
candles to it, and to perform other superstitious ce- 
remonies, with the hopes of recovering ther health. 
There are, thoughout Persia, many trees thus su- 
perstitiously revered by the people. 

About a quarter of a league to the east of Schi^ 
ras is a tomb of Sheik Sadi, one of the most celer 
brated Persian authors, in prose and verse, who 
lived about four hundred years ago, and whose 
works contain the finest morals. On one side of hia 
tomb is a large octagon bason, the water of whicl^ 
is moderately warm, and contains plenty of fish 
consecrated to the sheik ; but the common people 
imagine, that if any person takes them, he will be 
punished with sudden death : but though 1 was se- 
veral times at Schiras, I never went thither with- 
out having a good plate of these fish with the Car- 
melite friars, with whom I lodged. 

On the same side of the city, by the comer of s^ 
mountain, are the ruins of an ancient castle, and at 
some distance from it, a convent pf the Dervises, 
near which are two deep holes in the ground. The 
mouth of one of them is four feet and a half rounds 
and it is of an unfathomable depths I was told, that 
on throwing a large stone into it, one might dis- 
tinctly repeat the Lord's prayer before the noise 
of its falling ceased ; and this I found to be true, 
by trying the experiment three times successively^ 

A league beyond these ruins, you see the remains 
of an ancient building of stone and marble, which« 
notwithstanding the solidity of |he structure^ an4 
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the durableness of the materials^ is greatly decayed. 
It is a small temple, thirty-eight or forty paces 
round, situated on the declivity of a mountain, with 
three gates, which aire still pretty entire, opening 
to the south and east. They are eleven feet high, 
and three broad ; on the sides of each is the figure 
of a woman, done in relief, as big as the life, re- 
sembling those at Persepolis. The Persians call 
this place Mador Sulemon, that is, the mother 
of Solomon; they pretend that she built the 
temple, and came thither to pay her devotions. 
Bizarus relates, that a tomb is found there in- 
scribed with Hebrew characters; but I saw no 
such thing, and am persuaded that these opinions 
are ill founded. 

To the north' west of the city i»a delightful 
avenue, extending to the king's garden, which is 
ninety-five paces wide, and nine hundred and sixty- 
six in length. On passing through the lodge at the 
end of the garden, you come into another beautiful 
avenue, bordered with cypress-trees; this is six 
hundred and twenty paces long, and twenty broad, 
and is covered over in the middle with flowers. 
You there see a delightful house, surrounded with 
a fine canal. At each corner of the building is a 
square fountain, that mingles its streams with the 
water of the canal. This house is spacious, and in 
the middle of it is a grand hall, covered with a 
dome, filled with niches both within and without. 
This beautiful avenue is bordered on each side with 
seventy-two lofty cypress-trees, one of which is 
twenty-two palms in circumference. We have given 
a view of the avenue and hall in the print. Behind 
the house is another avenue, bordered with cypress 
and senna trees, equal in extent to that of the others. 
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This is called Baeg Siae, or the Royal Garden. 
The fertility of the country about Schiras is very 
surprising. It produces the finest hcHses^ and the 
best pastures. The sheep are so fat, that their tails 
weigh eighteen or twenty pounds weight. As to the 
fruits, the pomegranates are as large as the head (^ 
a new*bom child : . but the best fruit is the grape, 
of which there are three principal sorts; one very 
small, which is sweet and delicious, and the seed so 
minute and tender that it can scarcely be perceived : 
the great white grape, and a large red grape, the 
bunches of which weigh twelve or thirteen pounds. 
Of this grape alone they make the excellent wine 
distinguished by the name of, the wine of Schiras, 
which, for its fine colour, and the richness of its 
taste, is esteemed the best, not only in Persia, but 
throughout the East. It indeed does not please at 
first, it appearing to be rough ; but when one has 
drank it a few days, one cannot help preferring it 
to all others; and those who are used to it can re- 
lish no other wine. The people also make rose* 
water and oil, preserves and pickles. 

On the 24th I left Schiras, where I had lodged 
in the monastery of the Carmelites, who give a very 
civil reception to all Europeans who come to them, 
without distinction of nation or religion, and thanks 
fully take whatever any one gives them, in return 
for th^ir hospitality. 

Two days after, I took up my lodging at a cara^ 
vansera named Rafer, situated by a town of the 
same name, that has several hundred hoi^s, and a 
great number of gardens, in which is plenty of the 
most excellent fruits, as peaches, nectarines, figs 
and dates. The town is situated on the bank of a 
river that runs by in a deep hollow. 
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On the 27th, I proceeded seven leagues^ and the 
next day reached Jarron^ a tOM^n consisting of 350 
houses, and most of them built of date wood. This 
town is remarkable for the manufacture of felt bon- 
nets, and for a kind of oamblet : but is more parti- 
cularly famous for its dates, which are esteemed the 
best in the world. The adjacent country abounds 
in water, brought thither by mbterranean canals. 

On the 5th of March we arrived at Laer, the 
capital of the province of the same name, situated 
between the mountains, in 39^ 40^ north latitude, 
in a sandy country, rendered barren by the heat of 
the climate. 

On the 7th of March I set out from Laer at three 
in the afternoon, and passing by the village of Cher- 
coil^ which is full of gardens, arrived at Gormoutb, 
a town which, with its gardens, consisting chiefly 
of date- trees, was a league in length; and beyond 
the town groves of these trees extended as far as 
the eye could reach. The inhabitants of Caramania 
Deserta retire, during summer, into these woods, te 
shelter themselves from the heat, which, in that 
season, is insupportable. I had taken two camels at 
Laer, the one to carry water, and the other pro- 
visions, because the country was deserted; and 
really, for twenty-five leagues, I did not see a sin- 
gle person, every body being then retired into the 
woods, or to the mountains; and as the dat^s were 
then ripe, the people lived on almost nothing ^Ise. 
This fruit^ is nourishing, and wherever it grows 
there is a certainty of finding water. 

On the 9th I proceeded six leagues through 4 
mountainous and stony country, where are never- 
theless many streams of running water, especially 
in spring. On the 13th we reached Courestoon, a 
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vSlage that abounds in dates, and a kind of \irild 
plums. The inhabitants cnltiyate tobacco, and sow 
great quantities of a kind of grain called zoura, 
which grows in bunches, somewhat like the ears 
of Indian corn, on canes eight or nine feet long« 
Of this they make bread, which is of a reddish co- 
lour; they also bake it like rice. As I was prepa* 
ring to set out, at five in the evening, I observed 
that the air was darkened, as when the sky is co- 
vered with clouds ; and considering that this could 
not be the case, I recollected that these-clouds con-^ 
sisted of locusts; and indeed, as they passed, a pro- 
digious number of those destructive insects fell to 
the ground : they were the largest I had ever seen, 
and so heavy, that they could not rise again. The 
peasants gathered them as they fell; and told me, 
that in this season such clouds appear almost every 
night: having gathered, they dry and salt them, 
after which they live upon them, and sell them to 
each other very cheap, as they are their common food. 
This day we proceeded five leagues in a very 
level country; but through moving sands, into 
which the horses sunk. After advancing a league, 
we passed by a small village, abounding in date- 
trees and running-water : the inhabitants I found 
there cutting their corn; and as I had seen the 
people about Persepolis sowing their land about 
three weeks before, I could not help thinking it 
very remarkable, that I should see people sow corn 
after the middle of February, and reap it before the 
middle of March following. This has happened to 
me several times in my journeys through Persia, in 
the like space of three weeks. I have seen them 
plowing in one place; two days after the people 
have been sowing wheat; in a few days I have seen 



4*4 TRAVELS THROUGH MINGRELIA 

the blade begin to sprout up out of the ground; 
then, advancmg further, I have seen the green 
com ; then it has appeared in ear ; then ripe, then 
cut, and then threshed. Indeed, the empire of Per- 
sia is so situated, and so extensive, that it has sum- 
mer and winter at the same time ; the one on the 
one side, and the other at the other. 

The next day I set out at two in the moming, 
and reached Grambroon, or, as it is called by the 
Persians, Bander Abassie, or the Port of Abas, 
Gambroon is situated to the south-east of Schiras, 
as that town is of Ispahan. The distance between 
this place and the last-mentioned city is computed 
at 183 leagues; but these leagues are very long, 
and the mountains, with the badness of the roads> 
render the journey very tedious. 

The houses of Gambroon are built so near the 
water, that, in a high sea, they are washed by the 
waves. It is situated between the isles of Ormus 
and Kismis, the one to the left, and the other to 
the right; and the coast of Arabia, being bordered 
by high mountains, may also be seen in a clear day 
to the right, at 20 leagues distance. Three leagues 
behind Gambroon are also very high mountains, 
which are far from barren, being covered with 
trees, and abounding with water. The territory be^ 
longing to Gambroon is, however, dry and sterile, 
consisting of a moving sand. The town is surrounded 
by a wall on the land side, and has two small for- 
tresses. The houses arc computed at 14 or 1500, 
one-third of which are Indian Gentoos, or idolaters, 
and a few Jews; the greatest part are Persians, 
and the rest English, French and Dutch, belong- 
ing to their respective companies. The governor 
of the province usually resides there, and not at the 
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capital, which is called Neris, and is ten days jour- 
ney from thence : he ^las a pretty large and commo- 
dious palace at the end of the town, at the greatest 
distance from the sea, built with stone brought 
from the isle of Ormus. 

This town has no port, but the road is as large^ 
good and safe, as any in the universe; however, it 
has one great inconvenience, which is, that the 
vessels that stay there during the summer are sub- 
ject to damage by the worms. The ships lie at an- 
chor in four or five fathoms water, in as secure a 
situation as if they ^ere in a basing 

The water of Grambroon is very brackish^ atid 
drank by none but the poor: it is taken out of pits ^ 
dug three fathoms deep in the sand. The common 
people drink the water of Mines, a village at the 
distance of a league from the port ; and the people 
in easy circumstances drink the water of Issin, a 
large and fine village, situated at the foot of the 
mountains. 

As to the air of Gambroon, it is extremely dis- 
agreeable and unhealthy; the wind almost through- 
out the year changes four times a day. From mid- 
night to break of day it blpws from the north, and 
is cold : from break of day till ten or eleven o'clock 
in the morning it blows from the east, and is also 
cold : a south wind arises about three o'clock, which 
is hot, it proceeding from the sea: this changes to 
the west at sun-set, and blows hot till midnight. 
These sudden changes of the air from hot to cold 
produce many diseases, that are extremely fatal to 
foreigners, the most common of which are the dysen- 
tery, the bloody-flux, and malignant fevers. 

Provisions are here very goad, and in great plenty, 
particularly fish, which are brought fresh on shore 
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night and morning ; they sometimed catch anteloptf 
and partridges^ but the natives liye chiefly on milk 
and plants^ of which there are all sorts here. As to 
fruits, they being brought from a great distance, 
cannot be had very cheap; the most common are 
nectarines, quinces, citrons, oranges, pomegranates, 
figs, melons, apples, pears, nuts, almonds, and grapes 
of several kinds. 

On the 13th of March the principal person be- 
longing to the French company took me with him 
to dine with the governor, who entertained us witfc 
great magnificence, after the ]^rsian manner; we 
had muAe and dancing, and, among the rest, a young 
Indian posture^^master. 

I had not been long at Gambroon before the cli^ 
mate affected all my men, who were taken very ill, 
and I was much disordered myself, when, being ia- 
formed of the danger of our being soon carried ofi^ 
if we remained there^ I resolved to return to Ispahan, 
without waiting any longer for a vessel I expected 
from India. I therefore set out, but was taken so ill 
at Tanguedelan, that my life was despaired of; I 
recovered however, reached Ispahan, and soon after 
returned to Europe. 
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